A [lait 3aKphiia rna3a, IPeACTaBisas, KaK UTJla IIMTPUIla BOH3AETCS B €€ BEHHI, UJTH KaK €€
3aCTaBISIOT BEIIUTH KaKyi0-TO HEMOHSITHYIO XKUIKOCTE.

— 4 pacueiny Tebe Bosockl! — JI0TTOpe MATKO MOTJIafNI €€ cepo-ronyorie mpsanu. — A Begb Tak
[IAaBHO HE PACUECHIBAJ BOJIOCH YUUTEJIS.

— V... yuutens? — A Jla¥i UCIIyraHHO BCKOYMJIa. — KeM Tl MeHsT Ha3Ba?

— A [ait! Moii yuutens! — [JoTTOpe pe3KUM ABUKEHNEM NIPUTSIHYI €€ K cebe U CUJION mpudeca.

— Hert! 4 He oHa. [Tocnyma#, Tel, HaBepHOe, OIMUOIIACE... TO €CTh, OIMUOIUCE, ... — A Jla
ONyCTHJIACh Ha KOJIEHHU Ha IIOCTEJIH U MOMBITaIach YUCTOCEPOEYHO BO BCEM MPU3HATLCA: — ECu
YeCTHO, 51 BOOOIIe He U3 9TOr0 MUPA, 5 MonafgaHKa. B HalleM Mupe eCTh CMapT(OHE! ¥ KOMIIBIOTEPHI.

— M-M, — nporanyn [Jortope. — Y 41O € TOr0?

— Twl — TanaHTIUBHIM YeJ0BeEK, 5 npu3Haio! Ho g-To caMasi oO6biuHas meBymiKa. [loxkanyicra,
oTnycTu MeHs! Mou uccnenoBanusl He IPUHECYT HUKAKOU LEHHOCTH.

— Kyma 151 co6parnack? — yrojok ry6 [JoTTope IpOTHY B YyCMeIIKe.

— 4 xouy Ha [Toctosnsiii gBop BaHury, — A [Taii He 0co00 pacCYUTHIBAjA, YTO OH €€ OTIYCTHUT,
TI09TOMY IIPOCTO JIAIHYJa IepBoe momnasuieecs: — Eie xouy no6siBaTh B JIu K03, MHan3yme,
Cywmepy... { CTOIIBKO MeCT ellle He Buzenal

— { nowuny c ToOOM.

— He vapo! 4 cama poiipy. — Xots A [la¥ ¥ He IIPUBBIKJIA IYTEILIECTBOBATh B OAUHOYKY, €CJIU
TAIIUTHCA C HUM, HUKAKOIr'0 YOOBOJILCTBUS OT II0E3OKU HE OCTAHETCH.

— JlagHo, Torna s otnpasiio Te0si! — [loTTOpe NpuHSAJICA cOOMPaTh €€ Bellly, faBas HaCTaBIeHUs
IIPSIMO KaK CTaplmit 6paT: — 9Ty KUCTh Aepxku npu cebe. OHa 6ymeT TBOUM opyxkueM. IIyCTh ThI
IIOJIb3YEIIhCS €10 HeYacTo, HO 3[eIIHNe MeCTa — He TBOU MUD, 3[0eCh He TaK MUPHO, B KDUTUUECKUU
MOMEHT Tebe NpUAeTcs AaTh OTIOP.

— O#t! Trl ¥ IpaBaa MeHsT OTIIYCKaellh? — He Bepsi CBOeMy c4acThio, A Jlait OCTYIIHO B3sijia KUCTh U
nIepeoyieNiach B CTPYSIIMECS CBETI0-3eJIeHble TPafUIMOHHbBIE ONeX L. YKPaaKo# B3rJIAHYB Ha ce0s B
3epKaJio, OHA IToAgyMaJa: BEUIUTAs ApeBHss 6eccMepTHas!

A [la#i Grina 4yTh HUXKe [OTTOPe, U B 3epKasie ObII0 OTYETIUBO BUMHO, KAaK OH, HE OTPHIBAS I'j1a3 OT
e€ oTpaxeHUs, IPou3Hec: «4 yBaxaio Tebs». A [lail ucmyranHo 06epHyIach.



JIuz F03, [lu XBa Yxko0y.

Msrkuii BeCeHHUY BETEPOK JOHOCHUII IO CITyXa MeJIONUYHbEIe 3BYKHU (GJIEeUTH CTPaHCTBYIOIIEro 6apaa,
a cpeay HeXXHO-3eJIeHOU TPaBhl POCIHU ClafKWe LIBETH U MATa.

— 4 momen! Pa3Bnekaiicsi. — [I0TTOpe HEXOTS MOBEPHYJICS, YTOOBI YHATH.

— Yry. — Kak toneko [loTTOope CKphUIcs u3 BUumy, A [lail pagoCTHO moanpereyna: — Ypa! Ceamun!
HaxkoHell-To HUKTO He MeIIaeT MHEe JII000BaThCs Mei3akaMu!

Bokpyr Oblyta Takast KpacoTa, uto A Jlai Ka3anock, 6yTo OHa BeIOpaach Ha 3arOPOAHYIO IIPOTYIIKY
— JIeTKO ¥ HeBEPOSITHO YIOTHO.

— Aui-sii-au! — paspancs 3a COUHOY KPUK XWiIndypiia, ¥ A [lail OT UCnyra IPUHANIACh IATUTHCI
Hasaf.

— Ckunn... Het! Cucrema... — HampsixkeHHO NOCTaB KMCTh, OHA IOHATHS He UMeJia, KaK e
TI0JIb30BATHCS, ¥ OT IIAHUKK MOTJIA JIUIIb 3aMepPeTh, 00XBATUB T'OJIOBY PYKaMHU, TOUb-B-TOYb KaK
HEINCh B KaKOW-HUOYIb UTPe.

— Hcuesnu! — HOHo1Ia ogHUM IIPBIZKKOM OKd3aJICA PAOOM KM YHUUYTOXKHUII KaK CaMOT'0 XUJIMYIYPJIIa, TdK
1 MIaMaHKW3aTOpPa BOaJIEKe.

— 910 *ke... Csi0! — A [la¥t momHsIach Ha HOTH, JIMXOPAAOYHO cooOpakasi, Kak C HUM IT03I0POBAThCS.
OH Beb 3HAMEHUTOCTh, BCTPEYa C HUM BOJIHOBaJia He MeHbIlle, YeM CBUJIaHNE C KYMUPOM.

— Cs0! — 6pocunacs Kk Hemy A [lali, BBITaCKUBas CBOIO KUCTh ¥ YMOJISig pacnucatbesi: — [lorogure!
He Mornu GBI BHL...

— ! — Cs10 B3APOTHYJ OT HEOKHUIOAHHOCTH, €T0 T'Jla3a UCIyTraHHO 3a01eCTeNy, ¥ OH MOCIEIIHO
OITyCTHJI TOJIOBY: — ...BecCMepTHHIN. .. II310Hb.

— BeccMmepTHBIY 1310HB? — A [lay OrJIgHyIach yepes IIJIeYo, AymMas, 4YTo c3afgu KTO-TO eCTe: — ['me?

— He 3Ham, uTo BeccMepTHHII 1[310Hb BEPHYIICS! — B €r0 X0JI0MHOM T'0JI0Ce TPOCKOb3HYTI0
BOJTHEHUE. — ¢l HeMeJIeHHO [I0JI0KYy BracTenuHy, a ceiiyac mo3BOJIbTE OTKIIAHSIThCS.

— Her, mocroute! Bhl emfe He... — A [laii 3aMaxHy/1ach KUCTBIO, HO He yCIieJia JOrOBOPUTh, KaK Cs0
YIOPXHYJI IPOYb.

C nactynnenueM cymepek A [la# mobpanach mo xkenaHHoro ITocTosioro mBopa Baxmry.



— Oro! Kak ygauno BB 3a1uiu, rocths Mosi! OcTanach Kak pa3 OfHa CllapeHHas KOMHATa, Tak 4To
cenuM OecIyiaTHO, B IONAPOK UOET IOPLUUS IIaHXaNuCKOTo pary.

— Hapo xe, Kak menpo! — A [laii omepHyJia Ofexk/bl, CKpkiBas pafgocTh: — Hy xopoio! Boobiie-To s
paccuyuThiBaa CHATH Ballll JIy4llIre allapTaMeHTH, 9X... KaKas 2KajoCTh!

— [Ipomy 3a MHOH, rocnoxa!

OtBOpuB OBepb KOMHATH, A [lail TyT XKe 3aXJI0MHYyIa €€ 00paTHO 1 o0paTUiiach K ClyXkKalleMy C
paccrpocamu: — [ToueMy BHYTPU KTO-TO €CTh?

— CnapeHHas KOMHaTa — pa3yMeeTCsl, TaM KTO-TO €CTh!

— Mory 51 cMeHUTh HOMeP? — A BHYTpuU OKa3ascs [lorTope. 2KUTh ¢ HUM B OIHOU KOMHaTe A [lail He
ocMenusach OBl ¥ B CAaMBIX CTPAIIHBIX KOIIMapax.

— MoXkHO, HO IPUAETCS OOIJIaTUTh CTO MOPHL ¥ JOTOBAPUBATHLCSA C APYTUMU IIOCTOS/IbIIaMU.

A [Tay momapuiia Mo KapMaHaM — M3-3a TOTO, YTO YXOMUJIa B TAKOW CIIelKe, V Heé mpu cede He
0Ka3a/JI0Ch HYA eIUHOKA MOPHI.

A JTait ycenachk IpsIMO Ha IIOPOTe: MTEPECTYIUTD 3TY ABEPh CETONHS He OBIII0 HUKAKUX CUJT!

— HeyxXenu y4uTenb Tak CUJIbHO MeHsI 6ouTCcsA? — [I0OTTOpE TONKHYI [BEPb, BHIIIEN HAPYXKY U
IIPHCeNT Ha KOPTOYKY Iepefl Hel, MITKO cIpocuB: — Tebe He XOJIOmMHO?

A JTayi o6xBaTHIa KOJIEHU PYKaMU ¥ HEMHOTO OTOABHHYJIACh, CTapasiCh He MPUOITUKATHCSI K HEMY: —
Viinu! Tl MHE He HPAQBUIILCS!

C rpoMKuM cTyKOM [[OTTOpPE pacliaxHyJl OBepPb, €AWHBIM [IBUKEHNEM moaxBaTuil A [aii u 6pocui Ha
KpoBaTh. HaBucCIIN HaM HeH, OH KPEIKO CXKaJl MaIbIkl Ha €€ Topjie U mpolnunen: — 3a0epu 3TH CI0Ba
Hazan!

— M-M... — u3 rna3 A Jlait OpEI3HY/IM C/e3kl, U, PEILIUB He CIIOPUTDH C CUJIbHBIM IIPOTUBHUKOM, OHa
TIOCTIEIIHO 3aKHBaJIa.

— [ToBTOpSY 3a MHOM! — TTISIAs Ha HEE BCE OMKe, C B3MYBIIUMUCS Ha PyKax BEHaMu U [0 Ipefesia
HaIPSKEeHHBIM JTUII0M, [I0TTOpe MOHU3MUII TOJI0C, CAePKUBast Kaxkaoe OIBuxeHue: — ... 6omb-1e...
BCe-TO... 110-01110... TeOs!

M-M... — A [laii XJIOIHYJa ero 1o pyke, 3acTaBiisgs 4yTh 0CIa0UTh XBATKY, ¥ IPOXKAIIUM I'0JIOCOM



BBIDaBMWIA: — 4... 1 O0OJIB-IIIE... BCETO... 10010 Tebs!

IoTTOpe MOBOJIbHO yIBIOHYIICS. ETO cMex 3BydYas TPOMKO U B TO XK€ BpeMs TaK TOPECTHO, YTO OH efiBa
IepaKascs Ha HOTax.

A [Taii Bce ellle TPSICJIO OT CTpaxa — OHa MO CMePTH 60s7Iach, YTO OH HAOPOCHUTCS U COXKPET eé.
[TpoI1yio MHOTO BpeMeHH, Ipexae 4eM [[0TTOpe YCIIOKOHUJICS.

— Jloxkuch cnath, — OMYCTUB T'OJIOBY, TUXO IIPOrOBOPHII [JOTTOpE, CIIOBHO ITPOBUHUBIINNCS peOEHOK.
— 4 noiigy Hapyxy.

— Vry... — IIpoBomuBs [JoTTope B3rnsigoM, A [la¥ 06eryeHHO BHIIOXHY . BripoyeM, BCIO HOYb €€
IIpeceqoBaliv KOIIIMapH: B CHOBUIEHUSIX HEM3MEHHO BO3HUKAI 00pa3 J[loTTope.

Bo cue [loTTOpE NMAacTUiICA K Hel, CO Clle3aMU Ha Ijla3ax BOIpOLIasi: — YUUTellb, HeyKeJu Thl MeHs
Opocurb?

— Hy uto TrI! 51 Bemp Te6Gst Gombiie BCeX M0OII0! — ¢ HeXKHOCTBIO Tafs [oTTope 10 BOjocaM,
OTBedYasia OHa ¢ OanyroIiel yIb0KOM.,

— Xe-xe, xa-xa! 4 1e6st Toxke! — [I0TTOpe KPEMKO-KPEKo 0OHUMa e€, 6e3MepPHO CYACT/IUBLIH.

— TBo10 Xk... uTO 3a Open?! — A Jla¥i IPOCHYIACh B XOJIOMHOM ITIOTY. [IOTTOpE U3 e€ CHa U3/Iydall
CTOJIPKO 9HEPTUH U Ka3aJICsl TAKUM IOHEIM — pa3Be MOT' OH UMETh XOTh YTO-TO 00Ilee C TeM KYTKUM
Yy[IOBUILIEM U3 peabHOCTH?
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