Tao Te cmancs. Ecnu Ovl He TEIIO0, UCXOSINEe OT 3TUX JItofel, OH ObI PEIuI, YTO Iepen HUM POOOTH
— HY Haflo ke ObITh TAKUMH HEBO3MYTUMBIMU ¥ MOJTYAJIUBEIMU !

Bckope mMamvHa nogbexana K BEICOKOMY 3naHui0. HeCKONBbKO 4eI0BEK B Y4EPHOM BHIIIUIM U3 MAIINHE,
pasyMmeeTcs, BHITONKHYB U Tao Te. Tpoe 0XpaHHUKOB NPOKJIaAbIBAIA IyTh, HAIPABAICh NPIMUKOM K
ckopocTHOMY nudTy. Tao Te monbITanCcs MOMeBEIUTD MTabllaMy, HO TYT K€ BCIIOMHUJI, YTO JIUIINIICS
Maruyeckoit CUsbl... B yHEIHUY OH ITO3BOJIMII UM TAlIUThL Ce0s masblile... TaK XOTb CUJIBI COKOHOMUTD
MOXKHO.

Korma miogu B uepHOM Boitu B nudT, Tao Te 3aMeTH, 4TO KHOIIKA BCETO OfHA — C mudpou 24. OH
IoiyMaJsl, 4YTO 3TOT MUPT KaKOW-TO CTPaHHBINA. HeyXKenu 3TO TOT CaMbIi JIeT€HOapHEBIH. ..
KOCMMYeCKu# Kopabyb, CIOCOOHBIN JIeTaTh B OTKPHITHIM KocMoc?! Heyxemnu cediyac OygeT 3amyck!
Tao Te B maHWKe BIEMHUJICS B CTOSIBIIUX 110 60KaM OXPaHHUKOB.

Ho Te maxxe GpPOBBIO HE MOBENH, TIOKA TUGT He JOCTUT 24-T0 9Taxka. Tao Te clerka pa3o4apoBajcs —
OH-TO HAZESJICS TOCMOTPETh, KaK BRITJISSAUT KOCMOC. PeIlIuB He TPATUTh CUITBI Ha CAMOCTOSITETBHYIO
x0mp0y, OH 0OMSIK, HO OXPAaHHUKM OKA3aJIUCh He U3 C1abaKoB: OHU IIPOCTO IIOAXBATUIIN €T0 TIOf PYKH
¥ IOHECTTH — JIETKO U HeIIPUHYKIEHHO.

Bpocus Tao Te B KOMHaTYy, OXpaHHUKHU, He TOBOPS HU CJIOBA, BHIIIJIH, IPEOBAPUTEIHLHO 3aKPHIB 3a
co6oit mBeph. Tao Te OB HACTOIBKO TOJIOMEH, YTO HE MOT [laXKe CTOSITh, I03TOMY IIPOCTO CeJl Ha IO
Y IIPUHSJICS Pa3rIsigbiBaTh noMelieHrue. O6cTaHOBKA BHYTPH Obljla BeCbMa COJIUIHOM: II0X0XKE, 3TO
Obl1 KabWHET, IPUYEM C IpUiieraloliell KOMHaTOM oTAbxa. Tao Te mpuHIOXaNCcs — Maxyo
YeJI0BEKOM... ¥, XM... OT 3TOT'0 YeJIoBeKa IIax/Io AeHbraMu... TOUHO, KaKOW-TO BaXKHbIH HayaJlbHUK!

Bckope 13 rinyOuHEl KaOMHeTa MOCIIBIIAINCE ATk, ¥ B KOMHATY BBHILIUIN IBO€ MYKYKH. TOT, YTO mIes
BIIepey, HOCUJT YepHBIe OYKU U BRITJISIE] KpallHe Cepbe3HBIM U CypoBbIM. OH OBLI KPAcUB, BEICOK
POCTOM — HYy, HAKaK He MeHbllle MeTpa BOCBMUIECATH MSITH, BO BCIKOM CiIydae, Bhille Hero. Ho Bup
y Hero OBII TaKoi 3peiblii — C IIePBOT0 B3TJIga IOHSATHO, YTO 3a TPUALATE... HeT, 3a copok!
BrmpoueM, He TaKOX YK OH CTaphIi... IPOCTO aypa CIUIIKOM TsxKenas. [ICHXonoru4ecku BO3pacT y
9TOr0 ITapHS, HaBEPHOE, JIET BOCEMBAECHT.

MyxuuHa, Clie[OBaBLIN 32 HUM, Ka3aJICsl MEHee CTPOTUM, YTOJIKM ero I'y0 TPOHYJIa JerKas yIbi0Ka.
Omnako Tao Te cpa3y ke IIPOHUKCS K HEMY HETIPUSI3HBIO: B €T0 IOHUMAHUY TaKue KPaCUBLIE
MY2KYUHBI, KOTOpPBIe BEYHO yJbI0aTcs, — nubo mieitbon, nubo nuuemepsl. Kak oH 00 3TOM y3Han?
Koneuno xe, u3 Kopeickux gopam! K Tomy ke, BEITJISIAEN 3TOT TUI JIET Ha TPUALATH C HEOOIBIIUM U
SIBHO OBUI JIUIIb MTOAPYYHEIM TOTO XMYPOT0 3I0POBSKaA.

BrpoueM, BHEIIHE 3TOT IapeHb 0BT JeHCTBUTENILHO XOPOII: POCTOM C TOTO, TIEPBOTO, T'yOhl TOHKHE —
Cpa3y BUIHO, YelloBeK OeccepaeyHblii! A 3T y3KHe T71a3a C IOBOJIOKOH... XM, TOUHO, HUYET0
XOPOIIIETO OT HEro He XKIu.

Tao Te Tak u cupmen Ha MOy, HArJI0 pa3risagbiBas 000MX ¥ MBICTIEHHO Belllas Ha HUX SPJIBIKH.
MyxXunHa B 0YKaX HaXMYPHUIICS:

— W oHu npocTo nputammiu Tebs BOT Tak? — ['0J10C ero oKa3aics HeoXKUTaHHO MOJIOMIbIM.



Tao Te CKpUBUIICS: TIBITAETCSI BTEPETHCS B moBepue? 4 Tebs 3HATh He 3HAIO.
MyKunHa, CTOSIBIINY [T03a/i4, 3arOBOPIJI HU3KUM, 3JIETaHTHEIM T'0JI0COM, ITOXOKUM Ha 3By4aHUe
BHOJIOHYEJIH, HO CJIOBa ero ObUIM HeBEPOSITHO OOMIHBIMHU:

— Moxert, oH HemMou? Wnu mapann30BaHHBLIN KajleKa?

Tao Te TepneTs He MOT, Korfia ero 6epyT Ha cnabo, U TyT Ke BCKOYUI Ha HOTH:

— Cawm 18I Kaneka! Y napanu3oBaHHEIY K TOMY XKe!

MyXurHa B 0YKaXx X0TeJl OBUIO IPUKPUKHYTH HA HET0, HO €r0 OCTAHOBUJI TOT, UTO C BEXKJIUBOU
YIIBIOK O :

— Hy BOT, 3HaUUT, HOPMaJIbHBIYA YEJI0BEK.

Myx)4YrHa B OYKaxX B3IOXHYII:
— He nonuMaro, 3aueM Tebe MoHagOOUIOCH eNIaTh U3 HETO 3Be3[y... TONBKO TOTOMY, YTO OH

cBauics ¢ Heba ¥ HUYYTh He MoCcTpafan? MoxKeT, 3T0 IPOCTO TPIOK, YTOOBI MPOCIIABUTHCS.

Tao Te xMBIKHYT ITPO ce0si: «Thl, CMEPTHEIN, pa3Be MOXKEIIb IIOHSATh MOIIh TAKOT'0 B0KeCTBEHHOT0
3Beps, Kak g?7»

MyxKunHa C BeKJIUBOM yIBIOKOM IIOKayasl rojI0oBOM:

— HerT, pa3 oH X04eT CllaBbl, MBI €70 PAaCKPYTUM. MBI IONYy4YUM J€HbI'Y ¥ U3BECTHOCTD, @ OH —
HCIIOJIHEeHHEe CBOEeTo XejaHusd. Pa3Be He Tak?

Tao Te nmpenebpeRkUTENHHO OPOCHIT:

— Yro xopomiero B ToM, 4ToOH! ObITH 3Be300i? [la ¥ Ha BKYC 3TO HaBepHsKa He oueHb. — OH MaxXHYI
PYKO#, MoJI, He OyOy g C BaMH UTPaTh, MHE HY?KHO CPOYHO BBHITIOJTHUTD 3afjlaHie ¥ BEPHYTHCS B
HebGecHrilt [IBOp, 4TOOHI JKUTH B CBOE YOOBOJILCTBYUE.

Ho onHa (pasa MyKYKHE 3aCTaBUIA €TI0 3aMePeTh:

— Tam ecTb genuKaTechl CO BCEro CBETa, a Thl OTKa3hIBaelllbCs?

— JlenukaTecw?

MY}K‘{I/IHa IIpoaoJIZKaJjl OIINMCEIBATh:

— HWmMmeHHO. XPYCTHH.II/IG, BKYCHGIZMHG 6)'[1-0]1&, IIOJIUThIE U3BICKAHHBEIMH COYyCaMH, ITIPUT'OTOBJIEHHEIE
JIy4YIIMMH II0OBapaMu MHDaA... Ecnm cornacumncs CTaTh 3BE3[I0M, CMOXKEIb €CTh 3TO KaXKIObIN TE€Hb.



Tao Te 3akphlI I71a3a U C JIETKUM IIpe3peHneM YCMEeXHYJICS:

— Xex...

— Crapmutt 6pat! Yto ckaxes, To u caenaio! — Tao Te pa3BepHyJca u OyXHYJICS epen HUMU Ha
KOJIEHU C TAKOU CKOPOCTBHIO, YTO HUKTO He YCIIeNl CpearupoBaTh.

My}K‘-II/IHa B OYKadX IIOIIPABUJI OYKHU:

— Y Tebst COBCEM HET YyBCTBa coOCTBEHHOTO MOCTOMHCTRA.

Tao Te ropgo OTBETHIT:

— A 4t0 370 Takoe? Ero BeOb HeIb3s1 CHECTh, BEPHO, CTapimii 6paT? — M mocMOTpen Ha TOTo, YTO C
BEXKJIUBOM YIBIOKOM.

ToT mazke HEMHOTO PacTEPSIIICS:

— Kxwm... Bctags. — Yto? YT0?!

MyX4yuHa B 0YKaX IOCMOTPEJI Ha HEro: 3Ta ¢pa3a Mpo3Bydyasa Kak-TO CIIUIIKOM TeaTPaIbHO.

Tao Te HUKaK He oTpearuposa, Befb B HebecHoM [IBOpe CIIbIIAN TAKOe IIOCTOSIHHO, U IIPOCTO
CIIOKOWHO MOJHAJICS Ha HOTH.
MyX4rHa C BeXKJIUBOM YIBIOKOM OTKAIIJISICS U CKa3all:

— CHavana gaBau npefcrtasumMmcs. 4 — E FOui3s, rnasa 3Tou pa3BiieKaTeIbHOM KOMIIAHUU. —
YcnrimaB coBo «riaBa», Tao Te 4yTh ObIJIO CHOBa He PyXHYJ Ha KOJleHH... ['maBa! CKOJIBKO Ke
BKYCHOU €[bl OH MOXKeT [103BOJIUTH!

3aTeM MY2XK4YKMHA YKd3adJl Ha I[IapHSA B O4YKaX:

— 9to0 Yxkao ITuH, Ham J'[y‘-IHIPIfI dl'€HT, OTHBIHE OH 6y;:[eT TBOHM ar'€HTOM.

Tao Te BeITapalui ria3a Ha Yxkao [IvHa u omrapalieHHO IPOU3HEC:

— OH... OH... oH OyzmeT MOUM areHToM?!

Tao Te, pazyMeeTcs, 3HaJ, YeM 3aHUMAIOTCS areHThl... Ecinu 9ToT YKao [IvH cTaHET ero areHToMm, TO
ero TOYHO OymyT mepKaTh B €3KOBHIX PyKaBHIIAX!

[Toatomy Tao Te, caoenas mar, momsitancs 06xBaTuTh E FOII33 3a HOTY, HO TOT JIOBKO YBEPHYJICH...
Henosko BHIIIIO, HE NTOJIYYUIIOCE.



— KxwM... Ctapmuii Opart... Temeps s TBOM Mafiuii Opart... Y MeHsI TOIbKO OfHa Impock0a... MOXKHO
He CTaBUTh €70 MOUM areHTOM?

E I0iin33 GecrnoMoIHo mocMoTpen Ha Yzxkao [1uHa, a TOT Mulllb QBIPKHY, IOMPABIISAS OUKHU:

— CII0BHO 5 caM T'OpIo XeJlaHrueM To0O# 3aHMMAaThCS.

Tao Te nopgusan B3rnan Ha E HOings:

— Crapumi 6pat! Buguins, Bupuins! OH caM Tak ckasan! [ToMeHsY MHe areHTa, oXkKayicra~
Moxn0? — U nipu 53TOM elrje ¥ NOOMUTHYIL.
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