[Tpoiins eme HeMHoro, Csio JIuH moHsM, uTo MMmnepaTopckui cam He O0ECKOHEYEH.

B camoMm KOHIIe, B TeHU NEePEBLEB, CHIEN YEJIOBEK B IIPOCTOM CBETIOM ofessHuU. OH 3aCTHII C KaMHEM
B IIaJIbllaX, CJIOBHO COILIEMIINH C KaPTUHLI TepOM, ¥ eQUHCTBEHHBIM 3BYKOM BOKPYT OBIJT IIIEJIECT
JTUCTBEL HA BeTPY. YepHHIH KaMeHb, BHTOYEHHBIA U3 TEMHOTO He(GPHUTa, Ka3ajcs ellle YepHee,
KOHTpAcTupys ¢ manbiiamu Ce YKuKyHa — ragKasi, CBETSIIAsICS KOXKa ero PyK Oblyla Kyaa u3siHee
caMo¥ OparoleHHo#M mopoabl KamHs. [laxe ecnu 661 Cs10 JIMH He MCIBITHIBAT BIEUEHUS K MYKUYMHAM,
OH He MOT OBl He NIPU3HATh: 3Ta KapTUHA ObIJIa BOUCTUHY IIPEKpacHa.

B To ke BpeMs Csio JIuH IIOYYBCTBOBA JIeTKOE COXKajeHue — xKailb, 4To Ce YKuKYH He cOexall.
Xortsi, ecnu Ol OH cOexkasl, OH mepecTast Ol OBITH CAMUM COOOM.

CopepxaHVe OpUTHHAIBHOY KHUTY ITOCTEIIEHHO BCIUIBIBAJIO B TaMATH. bosick, uTo Cuctema CHOBa
BBIKMHET KaKOoW-HUOyab HOPTENb ¥ IOJKUHET 3aflaHKe, ToJIKalolee ero B Moruny, Csio JIud pemmn
OBLIIO Pa3BEPHYTHCS U YUTH.

B aTor MoMeHT Ce UKKUXKYH Hallen ciaboe MeCTO B 3alllUTE U OIYCTUII KAMEHb Ha JOCKY.

Menxk.

Paszpgancsa tuxuii cTyK. Ce YKUXKYyH OOHAJCSA. BEpOsITHO, yOayHBIM X0 IIOJHSAJ eMy HaCTPOeHue, 1
OH OKJIUKHYII:

— Bame BennuectBo.

Teno Cso JIuHa oKaMeHeJIo.

Cmacure! Xotb CucTemMa 1 MoJidaja, OH pu3nYecKu OIIyIIaj ee MPUCTaNbHEIN B3TIAd. [Iouemy Ce
YKMKYH 1103Bas ero? Pa3Be OH He OOJIKEH KejaTh, YTOOB UMIIEpaTOp AePKayCs OT HETo KakK
MOXKHO flanbiie? B kHure 6v10 onucano, Kak Ce YKMXKYH, HAXMyPUBILKCh, UTPAJl B ONUHOYECTBE, a
IIOTOM... IIOTOM OH IPOTJIOTHUJI 9TH KaMHH.

[Ipu opHOU MBICTIH O ClIOXKeTe KHUTH nepep rina3damu Cso Jluna noteMHeno. Ecnu CucteMa B3gyMaeT
M3MIEeBaThCS U 3aCTABUT €ro TPeOoBaTh TOTO XKe, HeyKe/u OH MprukaxeT Ce YKUKYHY IIPOTTIOTUTD
KaMHU? XOTS 3TO BCe XKe JIydllle, YeM TO, KaK OH UX CheJsl B KHure, Ho Ce YXKUXKYyH-TO 3TOTO He 3HAET!
OH pemuT, YTO UMIIEpaTOp ero yHuxkaet. [Ja u o $hakTy 3T0 ObIJI0 OBl YHUKEHUEM. A caMoe TJIaBHOe
— Csio JIuH mpekpacHO MTOHKUMaAJ, YTO B Ipake eMy He omoneTh Ce YxkuxkyHa. Ceituac, 6e3 BCIKOU
OXpaHHl, OH OTHaBas cefe OTYET: ec/iu OH 03BYUYHUT IOJ00HOe TpeboBaHME, TO Yeil UMEHHO XKeJTyOK B
UTOTe HAIMOJTHUTCS KaMHSIMU — OOJIbIION BOmpoc. be3 coMHeHus, ero COOCTBEHHHIH.

3aueM OH II03BaJI MeHA? 3auem?!

OTH MBICTTH BUXPEM IIPOHECTIUCH B rojioBe. Cs1i0 JIMH MeqJIeHHO, CJIOBHO U Ha 31madoT, 06epHYICS U



KUBHYJ Ce UXKUKYHY:

— UXUXKYyH.

Ero ckoBaHHOCTH He yKphIach oT rna3 Ce UxuxkyHa. Hacnenuwii npuHn Ce, npeObIBaBLUINY B
OYPHOM HaCTPOEHUY, OLIYTUJI TOHKOE 3JI0PafCTBO OT BO3MOXKHOCTY BOT TaK IPUTECHUTH
uMmneparopa. TOT caM BeJieJl eMy BOUTH BO OBOPEL, a Telepb CTPOUT U3 Ce0s1 HEBUHHYIO KEPTBY,
KOTOPYIO IIPUHYXKAAIOT K 4YEMY-TO IIOCTEITHOMY? YTO 3a KomMenusa?

Co BuepalltHero OHs, KaK OH IIePECTYIIUII TIOPOT [BOpPILIa, B TOBEIEHUU UMIIepaTopa IMOsIBUIOCH HEUTO
cTpaHHoe. M camoe cTpaHHOe U3 Bcero — youiictBo O HOiimoans. Koneuno, Ce YKuKYH He GBI
HACTOJIbKO HauBeH, YTOOH IIOBEPUTH, OYITO UMIIEPATOP C IIEPBOTO B3TJIsiAA BOCIIBIIAN K HEMY
CTPacThi0. B ero yMe TeCHUNKCH [[Ba IIPEATIONIOKEHUS: MO0 TUPaH IIPOCTO KallpH3€eH U KEeCTOK — B
KOHIIe KOHIIOB, TTofgyMaelib, youn oguoro HO# FOiiiioans, pa3se Majio roCcyilapCTBEHHBIX CTOJIIIOB
IOJIETTIO OT ero pyku? JInbo xke oH, Ce YKMKYH, CTaj UL HHCTPYMEHTOM, ITIOBOIOM. BTopas
moragka Kasanach camoMy Ce UYxkuKyHY aOCypaHOM, OOHAKO, TJISAS Ha CUTYaIlMio B MacuITabax
CTPaHBI, OH HAJIesJICS, YTO UMEHHO OHa BEpHaA.

CrnoBa, yCbllIaHHEIE OT CIIYT 4yTh paHee, BHe3anHO OTKpsUtH Ce UKKXKYyHY I'JIa3a: gejla BO ABOPLE
00CTOSITTA COBCEM He TakK, KaK II0Jlarajii IIpu OBOpe. PacTOYUTEILCTBO, KpacaBUIlbl, POCKOIIh — HO
10T BCeH 3TO¥ MUIIYPOM CKPBIBAIMCH OMTacHbIe TeUeHUs. Te eBHYXH Havaslu 00JITaTh, TOIBKO
yOemUBIINCE, YTO OH pPsmoM. Kak oHUM ¥ TOBOPUIM, OH — Monopnoii rociogut Ce, OIB3YIOUUNCS
MUJIOCTHIO UMIIEpaTOpa, U flaXke ecjIu OHU OYAYT CIJIeTHUYATh, BPSM JIU CTAHYT [ejaTh 3TO ¥ HETro
nepepn HocoM. OmHO Oefio — OBITh 3aMeUYeHHBIM 3a 00CYKIeHuEeM, U COBCEM IPyToe — KOTfia CIJIETHU
HapOYHO JOBOJAT 10 TBOEro cBemeHus. OOLIYHbIE CIIYTH He OBl OBl CTONH Aep3Ku. Pa3se 4To... KTO-
TO OTAAJI UM TaKOU IIPUKa3.

Cso Jlun mennenHo noporiesn K Ce UxkuxkyHy. [IBUTanCcs OH C Tpalldell BOCBMUAECATUIETHET O
crapua. Ero nuiio coxpaHsilio eCTECTBEHHOE BhIpakKeHue, HO B KaXKI0M IBUKEHUU YUTaI0Ch
HexXeJlaHue MPUOIUKATHCS.

Ce YxkuxXKyH chenas IpUTallaloluy XKeCcT PYKOuU:

— Bame BenuuyecTBo, Ipollly, CaguTeCh.

Csio JIuH B3rISIHYJI HA KaMeHHBIM TabypeT, CJIOBHO Ha JIOKe U3 UTJI, U Me[JIEHHO OIyCTUJICS Ha HEeTo.
Ce UYXuXKyH NONOABUHYJI K HEMY Yallly C KAMHIMU:

— He okaxeTe 111 BBl MHE 4eCTh, Baiie BennuecTso, CBITPAThb HapTI/II-O?

Csto JIuH HEMHOTO YMeJl UTrpaTh — Ha YPOBHE NMOOUTeNsI-caMoyyuKu. EMy Ov110 He TaraThes ¢ Ce
YKMKYHOM, KOTOPHIHM 06ydascs y JydIInX MacTEPOB U MPAKTUKOBAJICS C JE€TCTBA, KAK U TI0JI0XKEHO
apuctokparty. K Tomy ke ceiiuac Meiciau Csio JImHa OB 3aHSITH COBCEM APYTHM: OH XOTeJT KaK
MOXKHO OBICTpee YHUTH.



Barman Csio JIuHa CKOJIB3HYII I10 He3aKOHYEHHOHU IMMapTrK, ¥ OH HETOPOIIIIMBO ITPOU3HEC:

— 4 Bupen, YKuKyH, KaK [OJITO THl PA3MBIIIISI Hag 3TUM XomoM. He xoTes OB S TpepLIBaTh TBOU
pasmyMbsi.

970 OBIT BeXKIUBHIN 0TKa3. Ce q}KI/I}Ky'H He CTaJl HaCTauBaTh:

— Brnaropapio Bame BenuuecTBo 3a CO4yBCTBUE.

OH B34J1 KaM€eHb, H, 6YI[TO HeB3Hauay, pa3noyMebiBasi, Kydad €ro IIOCTAaBUTh, 3aMETHII:

— B pmeTcTBe s 4acTo CIIbIIIAJ, YTO [BOPIIOBHIE ITpaBUIa CYPOBEL U JIUIIEHH YeJIOBEYHOCTH.
3alOMHMUII 3TH CJIOBA Ha BCIO XKM3HbB. boiock, Baiie BenuyecTBo paccMeeTcst, HO s Bcerga 00sics
BXO[IUTh BO IBOpEII.

Csto JIun nomymar po cebsi: Thl — u 6outbes? Koro ke MoxeT 60aThcst Ce YKUKYH?

Bripouem, 4TO OH MMen B BUAY? Bpsia nu Hayasn ¢ KpUTUKY, YTOOBI TIOTOM IIEPEUTH K BOCXBAJIEHUIO.
Csi0 JIuH 04eHb XOTeN OTCTYIUTh Ha3al, OllacasiCh, YTO IOCTIe mapkl MATKUX ¢ppa3 Ce UkKuxKyH
nepeuieT K ey u yObeT ero.

— Ho, Bo#ias Bo IBOpEII, s TIOHSIJI, YTO OB OTPAHUYEH B CBOUX CyXKAeHHUAX, — Ce YXKMKYH [ONT0
MICKaJl MECTO [AJIT KaMH$, TaK ¥ He HaWOs MOOXOASINero. — 3[ech, BO ABOPIIE, s OIIYIIal0 MUIOCTh
Bamero BenuuecTBa, CIOBHO 51y ce0st moma.

CTapBIfI KHA3b XyaIZ He YMEJI YIIPDABIIATh JOMOM, IMOTAKAIl HAJIOZKHUIAM U ITIPUTECHAII 3aKOHHYIO
XKEHYy, IO3BOJIAsA CIIyI'aM PACIIyCKAThCA. Ce I'I}KI/I}KYH BOBC€ He XBaJIMJI OBOpeI, T'OBOPA, YTO TYT KaK
JoMa.

Csio JIuH BOPYT OCO3HAJ: KOTZla OH IIOOXOOW, TO OB HefaneKo oT Hux, U Ce YXKUXKYH, BEPOSTHO,
CTIBIIIIATI BCE, UTO TOBOPUIM CIIyTU. XOTS OH yXke npuka3san Cioi Li3u pa3obpatscs, u Ce UKUKYH,
IOTKHO OBITH, TOXKeE 3TO cibiman. Heyxenu Ce YXKUXKYH CYUTAET, YTO HaKa3aHue OBLIO0
HEe[0CTaTOYHO CYPOBEIM?

Kto yroguo mor npuiitu K Csio JIuHy ¢ xkanobaMu Ha HEIIOYTUTENbHEIX CITYT, HO TOJIBKO He Ce
YxxuxkyH. EMy 65110 riy6oko 6e3pa3nuyHo. Ha camoMm ferne, B 3TOM Mupe OBIZIO OUeHb MaJlo TI0Jen U
coOBITUH, CTIOCOOHBIX BbI3BaTh V¥ Ce UKMKyHa XOTh KaKMe-TO YyBCTBa.

Csto JIuH mOMHS T'a3a U BCTPETUIICS B3TIAaoM ¢ Ce YKMKYHOM, KOTOPHIM, Ka3aioCch, OB
TIOTPY2KEH B pa3myMbs. M3-3a 1erkoro pacciabieHus B ero riia3ax moy0aBUIoCh MPOH3UTEIIBHOTO
xonopa. Heyxenu Ce YKKKYyH HaMEKaeT, UTO CO CIIyraMu He BCE YUCTO?



— Pa3 TH YYBCTBYEIIb cebs1 BO ABOPIEe KaK JOoMa, LI}KI/I}KYH, s1 CIIOKOeH, — oTBeTus Cso JIuH.
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