3a OKHOM IIPOCTHUpaiach rycTas, IMoxXoxKas Ha YepHHUsIa TEMHOTA, U JIUIIb OPEOJIEl YINYHEIX (hOHapen
BOAJIM PaCIIEIBAIMCh Pa3MBbITEHIMU KENTHIMU IITHAMU B IeJIeHe JOXKOd. B KOMHaTe CTOs/Ia TUILIKHA,
HapylaeMas JTAIIb IIyMOM JOXK/As, 3ByKaMU OBIXaHUS a PeIKUM, TUXOHBKUM OyIbKaHbEM TEPMOCaA.
Csa Cucu cMOTpeI Ha OrpyKEHHOe B COH nuno Ciou [luHx5Ha — B IIOIyMpaKe OHO Ka3aloCh
HeoObIYallHO TUXUM U [laXke XPYIKUM, — ¥ OT 9TOM KapTHHHI B TPYAU C HOBOM CHUJIOH 3aBOpOYasach
rOpbKas, IeMsIas XKanocTh. YTo XKe B KOHIIEe KOHIIOB HECET Ha CBOHUX IIJIeYaxX 3TOT 4YeoBek? Bce aTu
3afaHus, MOCIeICTBUS... CIOBHO 3JI0BEIINe 3arajiku, TIKKUM I'PY30M IaBUJIU Ha €ro cepale.

Bpemsa MepnieHHO yTeKaso B TUIIMHE 07 yM noxad. Kak pa3 korga Csa Cucu 04yBCTBOBAJI, YTO
€ro HauMHaeT OfioJieBaTh IPEMOTA, a BEKM HAJIUBAIOTCS TAXKECTHIO. ..

TyK-TyK-TYK.

YeTkuii, pa3MepeHHBIN CTYK B IBePh, 00J1afialolinii KaKUM-TO CTPaHHEIM PUTMOM, Pa3fascs
COBEPILIEHHO HeOXMUAaHHO. [IpopBaB ImIyM J0XK[sd, OH IPO3BYy4all IIyralile TPOMKO B TULINHE
II03[IHEeH HOYH.

9T0 He OBUIO IOCHENTHEIMY WIN pa3gpakE€HHBIMU yoapaMu KyjlaKoM, He ObIJI0 9T0 U CIIy4aliHEIM
IIyMoM OT cocepiedi. CTyK pa3faBasiCsi HETOPOIUIMBO: TPH yapa B Psifi, OBYXCEKYHIHAS Iay3a ¥ CHOBA
TPH yHapa. Pa3aMepeHHbIH, XJTagHOKPOBHEIN, OH HEC B ce6e HeuTO... XKYTKOe B CBOEH BEKITUBOCTH.

Cs Cucu MrHOBEHHO IIPOTPE3BEJI, eT0 Cepflle AUKO EKHYJII0, U OH MHCTUHKTUBHO ITOCMOTPen Ha Cio
[IuHX3Ha, Nexkallero Ha KpoBaTH.

EnBa pa3mancs CTyk, ria3a Crwoit [IuHX3Ha MTHOBEHHO OTKPBUIMCH. B HUX He OBIIO U CIeja COHHOTO
OTYIEHUST — JIUIIL YUCTHIM, TPOH3UTEIbHBIN 1 XOJIOMHEIN O1eCK, MONO0HBIN BHE3aTHO 00HAXKEHHOMY
KIUHKY. OH pPe3K0 IMOACKOYUII, ABUTAsICh TaK OBICTPO, UTO IOMHSJI IIOPHIB BETPA, COBEPILIEHHO He
IIOXO[s1 Ha YeJIoBeKa, KOTOPHIM TOJIBKO UTO CHaJl U Ybsl HOTa XpaHusa CTapylo TpaBMy. Ero neBas
pyka OBICTpO U GecIIyMHO HEIPHYJIA of nonymky. Ca Cucu mokasanoch, OyOTO OH 3aMeTHUI
MeJIbKHYBIIHUY XOJOTHbIM MeTaNTMYeCKUH 0TOIECK, HO BCE ITPOU3OIIIIO CITUIITKOM OBICTPO, YTOOH
Pa3TIsAgeTh, YTO UMEHHO 3TO OBIIO.

B3arnap Crou Lluax3Ha, TOYHO JIy4 IPOXKEKTOpa, OKUHYII KOMHATY U TYyT Xe npukosaics K Ca Cucu. B
ero rja3ax YuTasach HeBUaHHAas JoCesle CYPOBOCTD U... €[jBa 3aMeTHOe HanpsxeHue. OH mpuxail
naznel K ry6aM, Ipu3kBas K MOT4YaHUIO, ¥ B3IJISAOM NoKa3an Cs CucH, 4ToOH TOT CIIPSATAICS B
MEPTBYIO 30HY MEX[Y KPOBaThiO ¥ CTEHOH, OTKyZa OT IBepU HUUero He OBUIO OB BUTHO.

Cepnue Cst Cucu IIOACKOYMIIO K CAMOMY TOPJTy, PYKH ¥ HOTH ITOXOJIOAAJH, HO OH 3aCTaBUJI cebs
YCIOKOUTLCS U, OecuIyMHO cienys ykasauuto Croi LlurxsHa, 6bIcTPO nepebpaics B TOT YIoJl, CXKaJICs
B KOMOYEK U 3aTauj JbIXaHue.

Tyk-TyK-TyK. CTyK IOBTOPUJICSI CHOBA — HECIIEIHbIM, UCIIOJIHEHHBIN TePIeHNs KOILIKY, UT'Palollel ¢
MBIIIKOM.



Croit LInHX9H yKe GECIIyMHO COCKOJIb3HYII C KpOBaTH, OOCHIE CTOIIE KOCHYNUCH JIETHOTO M0JTa, He
M3MaB HY 3ByKa. CllerKa COTHYBIUINCH, OH IOXOAMI Ha MPUTAUBIIETOCS ITepef MPLIXKKOM JIeoIapaa;
7eBast pyKa Io-ipexkHeMy Oblyla IoJTycKaTa U CIpsiTaHa y 00Ka, a mpaBasi 6eCIIyMHO Hallapuia Ha
CTeHe Y [IBepH BEIKII0UaTeNlb. Pa3masics 1Mea490K, ¥ eIMHCTBEHHEIM HCTOYHKUK CBETa B KOMHATE IT0Tac.

TbMa HaCTymuIa MTHOBEHHO, U JIUIIb CJTAObIM CBET C YIMITH, PA3MBITHIN MOXKIEBEIMU KaIlJIIMHU, €Ba
oYepyuuBaJl KOHTYPEI TpeaMeToB. ['ma3a Cs Cucu 0THaSSHHO MBITANIMCh IPUBHIKHYTH K TEMHOTE,
cepaiie OellleHO KOJIOTHUIIOCH B TPYAH, HOPOBS BHIIPHITHYTh HapyxKy. OH He CBOIHUJI I'/1a3 C
HallpaBJIeHUs OBepHU U Bupe, kKak ¢urypa Cioi LlunxsHa npuKanach K CTeHe BO3Jie HEE, CIIUBILIUCH C
TEMHOTOM. JIUIIIb T71a3a OTpazKaju TYCKJIbIA CBET C YJIUIIBI, TOYHO Yy 3BepsI, 3aTauBIIEr0Cs B HOYH.

YernoBek 3a [IBEPBIO, Ka3aJI0Ch, HUUYTh HE YOUBUIICS I[apUBIIUM BHYTPY TEMHOTE U TUIIKHE.
Hacrtynuna nay3a CeKyH[ B IeCSTb.

A 3atem Cs Cucu ycrbiiiai, KaK K104 BOIIET B 3aMOYHYI0 CKBaXHHY. TUX0, HO B aOCOIOTHOM
TUILIMHE U HAIIPSIKEHUM 3TOT 3BYK IIPO3BYyUYasl IPOH3UTEILHO YETKO.

Y Borrenuiero 6w Ki0y!

3pa‘-IKI/I Crou llmHX5Ha B TEMHOTE PE3KO CY3UJIUCH. Cs Cucu 3aMeTHI, KaK MBIIIITHI IIPpUAKATOI'O K
CTEeHE TeJla MITHOBEHHO HaAlIPATJIMCE OO IIpeaesia, a JiIeBas PYKa C 3aXKaThIM OPyXKHEM YyThb
IIPUIIOOHAIIACE.

[ITenyox. CTaphlyl UIMHAPOBLIM MeXaHU3M II0BEPHYJICS. [|Bepb MPUOTKPHLIACH Ha IIIEeb.

Eé He cTanmu pacmaxuBaTh Cpa3y. Y3Kas IMOJI0CKa 06ojee SpKOro CBeTa U3 KOPUI0pa HauCKOCh
TI0JIOCHYJIa TI0 TEMHOM KOMHAaTe. BricoKast purypa B 4EPHOM IIjTallle MOI4a CTOsI/Ia Ha ITOPOTe, Bofa
cTeKaja C ImojoJia JoXKaAeBUKa Ha 1107, U3[jaBasi TUX0e Kan-kKamn. CBeT U3 KOpuaopa majas c3ay,
TIOJIHOCTBIO CKPHIBAs JIMII0 HE3HAKOMIIA B TEHHU KAIIIOIIOHA, ¥ JIMIIh TMHAU I0O00POAKA Ka3aluch
XKECTKUMHU U XOJIOMHBIMH.

YeoBeK He BOIIET cpa3y, OyATO IPUCMATPUBAsCh WU YET0-TO 0KHKIA.

Bo3nyx 3acThln, HalOJTHEHHBIN yAYIIAIOIUM NaBleHueM U JedsTHOM XKaxoi yourctea. Kasanocs,
maxe IIyM [OXKAS OTCTYIMUI KyHa-To JaJjieko.

CrycTst HECKOJIBKO CeKyH[ 4épHas (urypa ImeBesbHyIach. MemieHHO U 6eCuIyMHO He3HAKOMeIl
IIarHyya B KOMHATY. [1namr u3gan eBa CIbIIIHEE II0POX B TEMHOTE. ET0 B3T/Is MIapPHIT IOMOIaM C
MPaKOM, STBHO TIPUBEIKAST K CBETY ¥ OTHICKUBAS LIETIb.

B TOT camBIii MUT, KOTH@a OH IIOJTHOCTBIO IIEPECTYIINUII ITIOPOT ¥ CTOSJI BIIOJI000pOTA K CTEHE, TTie
npsrtancs Ciou LIuHX3H...



Croit LIuHX9H OBUHYIICS.

C Tako¥ MOJTHHEHOCHOM OBICTPOTOM, YTO OT HETr0 OCTajIach JIUIIL CMyTHas TeHb. OH He
BOCITIO/Ib30BAJICS TEM, UTO HAIIOMUHAJIO OPYKHE B €T0 JIeBOU PyKa, BMECTO 3TOT0 IIpU3paK CKOIb3HYII
OruKe, a MpaBasi pyKa CJI0XKUIIach B Iofo0re HOXKa U3 MablieB, ¥ C TAXAM CBUCTOM, pacCeKaroluuM
BO3MYX, CO BCEM TOYHOCTHIO ¥ JKECTOKOCTHIO ITOJIOCHYJIa B 00671aCTh COHHOW apTepuu He3dHakoMIa! ITo
OBLT ymap B YSI3BUMYIO TOUYKY, CIIOCOOHBIM MTHOBEHHO ITIOBEPTHYTH YeJI0BeKa B 6€CIIaMsTCTBO.

OpHako peakuys Y€pHOU GUTYPHI OKa3alach HEBEPOSITHO ObICTPOM. B MrHOBeHUe OKa, Korga Cioi
LIuHX9H copBajics C MecTa, He3HaKOMell, CyAs II0 BCEMY, YTO-TO IIOYYBCTBOBAJ X PE3KO OTIPSIHYII
BOOK. JIamoub-HOXK Cro¥t LIuHX9Ha YMPKHYIA I10 Ilee, 3afieB JIUIIb TKaHb KamioloHa. OMHOBPEMEHHO
IpaBasi pyKa He3HaKOMIla B3MeTHYJach, CJIOBHO rafioka, U KyJlak C TPeHUPOBAaHHOM, 6e3:KaloCTHON
cuyoit oO6pymuscs B paitoH pébep Cioit LluHX9Ha.

Crout LIuHX9H, CJIOBHO MPeABUAs 3TOT yOap, YBEPHYIICSA, KPyTaHyB TOPCOM, HO JieBasi pyKa MTHOBEHHO
BBIOPOCHIIA HOTY MOJTHUEHOCHBIM YOapOM HaOTMalllb, IeJISCh IPSIMO IO KOJIEHO OTIOPHOM HOTH
IIPOTUBHUKA. B TeMHOTe 1I0OC I'JIyX0OM yAap U COaBieHHBIM CTOH. He3aHakoMel] IOMIaTHYJICS, HO
COXpaHMJI XeJle3HOe PAaBHOBECHE U He yIIaJll, a HallPpOTHUB, UCIIOJIb3Ys MHEPIUIO OIS Pa3BOpPOTa,
ymapui JokTeM B rpyab Crou LluaxsHa.

OHM COITHCH B TECHOM, TEMHOM KOMHATE, Bes 03KeCTOUEHHYIO CXBATKY Ha I'OJIOBOKPYXKHUTEIbHON
CKOPOCTH ¥ C XXeCTOKUMHU ITpruéMamMu. Hu KpuKoB, HU OpaHu — JIMIIb IIyXKUe YOapsl IJIOTH O IIJIOTh,
CBHCT pacceKaeMoM ofexK[bl U TSXKeJl0e, CoaBIeHHOe JbixaHue. Kaxk[blil mpuéM Ou mpsiMo 1o
ySI3BUMBIM TOYKaM, OTJIMYAJICS JIAKOHUYHOCTEIO, 3 ()EeKTUBHOCTHIO U OBIJT IPOTIMTAH XKaXKI0! YOUTh
TPOTUBHUKA. ITO Obl/Ia BOBCE He YIMYHAS OpaKa, a CaMble HaCTOsIIMe 60eBEle HABHKY, OTTOYEHHEIE
JKECTOKMMY TPEeHHPOBKAMH Ha TPAHU XKU3HU ¥ CMEPTH.

Cs Cucwu, CKaBIINUCh B Y1y, U130 BCEX CUII 3axKKMal cefe pOT pyKaMu, YTOOHI TONAaBUTh KPUK yKaca,
pBymuica u3 ropnaa. [IIupoko pacKpHITEIMU I'Jla3aMU OH IIBITAJICS B TEMHOTE Pa3/IMuUTh [BE
CTPEMUTENILHO OBUKYIIUECS GUTYPH, KOTOPHIE TO CIIJIETAJIUCE, TO PacXogunuck. Cepiile TOUHO
CKOBaJIO JIeIsTHOU PYKOM, CTpaxX U TpeBOTa efBa He 3aXJIeCThBajIU C ronoBoi. OH BUAEN, KaK
neuxkeHus Ciou LIMHX9Ha U3-3a CTapOU TPaBMEI JIEBOU HOTY IIOPOY Ha MTHOBEHUE HEECTECTBEHHO
3aMMpay, ¥ KaXkaoe Takoe 3aMUpaHue MOTI0 06epHYThCS CMepPTeIbHOM 0nacHOCThi0. OH BUAE, YTO
He3HaKOMel] IeHCTBOBAJI ellle U3BOPOT/IMBee U 37iee, HECKOIBKO pa3 efiBa He II0pa3uB XKU3HEHHO
BaxkHbIe Touku Croi [ITMHX9Ha.

Xmnon! Paspasncs riyxou cTyK: civHa Crou LIuHX3Ha ¢ pa3maxy Bpe3ajlach B CTaphli IUCbMEHHBIN
CTOJI, ¥ BEIIX CO CTOJIa C TPOXOTOM IoJeTeNnn Ha oy1. OH u3[al CAaBIeHHEIM CTOH, HO TYT e, CIIOBHO
He YYBCTBYS 00/H, NIPYyKUHOX OTCKOYMJI Ha3a[l, YXO[s OT IIOCJIe[OBABIIETO CIelOM MOIIHOTO ITMHKa
YEPHOU (QUTYPHL.

Henb3st 6ombie Tak mpogonxkathk! TpaBma Cioi [IuaxsHa He BeimepxkuT! B ronose Csa Cucu
JINXOPa[0YHO POUINCH MBICTIH, U CTPaX, HOIMIEOIINY 00 Npefesia, HeOXNUAaHHO MOPOANI OTYasSHHYIO
cMenocTs. OKMHYB B3IJISIIOM KOMHATY, €ro B3TJIsA[ BHE3AIHO yIial Ha XKeCTSIHbII TepMOC Y KPOBaTH.



B TOT camBIli MOMEHT, KOT{Ia He3HaKoMell CHoBa Opocuiicst Ha Cioli LluHx9Ha, YbH IBUKEHUS Ha
CEKYHAOY 3aMeIunIuch u3-3a 60u, Cst Cucu pe3Ko BEICKOYUII U3 yTJIa U U30 BCEX CHUJI LUIBRIPHYI TOT
JKEeCTSHBIM TePMOC, B KOTOPOM ellle 0CTaBaiacCh ITOJI0BUHA TOPSYe BOOBI, IPSIMO B CIIUHY
HamagapmeMy! OH He KpUyYaJl, JIWIIh KPEIKO C3KaJl 3y0Orl, BKJIaAbIBasi BECh CBOM CTPaX U BCIO SIPOCTh B
3TOT OPOCOK.

— ban! —

TepMoc Bpe3aJjicsd B NOXKEBUK Ha CIIMHE HE3HAKOMIIA, U3[]aB TPOMKUM 3BYK. [171aCTUKOBEIN KOPITYC
JIOTIHYJI, ¥ T€mas Boga OpBI3HYJIa BO BCE CTOPOHEI. XOTh 3TO U HEe HAaHECJIO PeasibHOTO Bpefa,
BHE3aITHOE HalaJgeHKe U I'POXOT 3aCTaBUJIU YeJI0BeKa, COCpemoToueHHoro Ha Cioi LluHx9He,
3aMepeTh Ha MIHOBEHUE.

U 9TOT0 MI'HOBEHUS XBATUIIO!

B rnazax Croii LIluHX9Ha BCIBIXHYJI U 3aHEIIOTOJUIICS XOJIOOHBIM CBET. YXBATUBIIUCH 3a 3TOT
penyauIni aHC, eTo JieBas pykKa, AepKaBlIascs A0 9TOT0 B MOIYHAIPSIXKEHUH, HaKOHeI]
B3METHYJIACh BIEpe[ — JIeSHOM MeTalTndyecKuil 6J1eCK MOIHUEH IPOMEIbKHYII B TEMHOTE,
IOBUTASICh C TAKOW CKOPOCTHIO, UTO TPAEKTOPHUIO IMOYTH HEBO3MOXKHO OBIIIO MIPOCIIEAUTE, U TOYHO
IIPUCTABUIICI K COHHOM apTepuH Ha Illee He3HaKOMIIa.

910 OB HEOOJBIION, IETKUHM, HO U3JTyYaBUINY 3JI0BEIIUH X0JI0[ KUHXKaJ. JIe3Bue BIJIOTHYIO
IPUKUMAJIOCh K KOXe, X CTOMJIO HaflaBUTh YyTh CU/IbHEE, KaK OHO PacCceKyo OBl COCYLHL.

Teo He3HAKOMIla MTHOBEHHO OIETIeHEeNI0, BCe MBUKEHUS IIPEeKPaTUInCh. B KOMHATE OCTAIUCh JIUIIh
Pa3HOMACTHOe TSXKEJI0e OhIXaHue OBOMX M 3BYKHU Kalle/lb BOOHI, ITafaloIIdX Ha IIOJI.

— Krto Teb6st mocnan? — ronoc Cro#t LIluHX3Ha IPO3By4dasl B TEMHOTE — JIEMISTHOM, XPUILJIBIHN,
IPONIMTAHHKIM 37I0BeIlel Kaxmnou yOuiCcTBa, He UMEIOIINH HU4Yero o0IIero ¢ ero 0ORYHEIM TOHOM.
OH Ts2Keno Ablllial, IeBas PyKa u3-3a HeflaBHel SPOCTHOM CXBaTKX U (PMHAIBHOTO PhIBKA MEJIKO U
HEKOHTPOJIMPYEeMO TOAparuBasia, Ho pykKa ¢ HOKOM 3aCThlJIa HeIIOK01eOuMo, CJIOBHO CKaJla.

HesHnakoMel XpaHW/I MOJTYaHNe, X U3 TeHH KAIIOIIOHa JOHECCS eMiBa CIBIIIHbIN, HeBHATHLIN TUXUM
CMeIIOK. 3aTeM HU3KWii, XPUIUILIA ¥ C KAKUM-TO CTPAHHLIM aKI[EHTOM MYXKCKOM I'0JI0C HETOPOIIIMBO
IIPOU3HEC:

— Mornopoii rocioguH X3H, JaBHO He BUAEJUCh. BOCC BeJesn CipocuTh: BB Harynsaiauch? Ilopa
BO3BpaAIaThCH.

Monomou rocrnogus Xau? bocc? Bo3BparaTscs?

OTH cj0Ba BOH3WIKCH B 6apabaHHbie mepenoHky Cs CucH, CJIOBHO JlefsiHble UMb, OH HeIIOOBUKHO
CTOSITT Ha MeCTe, TTISIMS Ha IBe 3aMepllre B TEMHOTe GPUTYPHI, YYBCTBYS, KaK KPOBb CTHIHET B JKUJIAX.



PyKa Crou llunaxoHa, JePXKaBIllad HOXK, eBd 3adMETHO HalIPATJIaCh, JIE3BUE IIOYTHU BIIUJIOChE B KOXY
He3HaKoMIla. Ero rojyioc ctan eé XojJogHee, CJI0OBHO €T0 BEITALIUIIN U3 JIEOSHOM IIemeparr:

— Ilepenaii eMy, 4TO s MEPTB. YMep elll€ BOCeMb JIeT Ha3af,.

— XM, — HE3HAKOMel] CHOBa KOPOTKO YCMEXHYJICH, IT0X0XKe, HUUYTh He CTpallach OCTPOro KIUHKA Y
ropiaa. — Monofo¥ rociofuH WIyTUT. Bel IpeKpacHO XKUBETE, JaXKe 3aBeJId... HOBBIX APYy3€eu.

Ero B3ryisf, Ka3anoch, IPOH3UJI TEMHOTY ¥ TOYHO OCTaHOBUJICS Ha Csi CUCH. ITOT B3TJIAL OIIYIIAICsT
nouTy ¢pu3uyecku, otyero mno Teny Cs Cucu mobexkanyu MypallKy.

Teno Cioli LluHxoHa MIrHOBEHHO HATSHYJIOCh CTPYHOM, a aypa yOuiicTBa, KCXOOUBIIIAs OT HETO,
Ka3aJiock, o0pea MmioTk. — TOJIbKO MMOCMeH ero TpOHYTh... — BHIIABHUJI OH CKBO3b 3YOHI, C
KPOBOXKATHEIM X0JI0JIOM B I'OJIOCE.

— He mocMero, — mOKIaguCTO 0TO3BAJICS HE3HAKOMEII, B TOHE KOTOPOT'0 IIPOCTYMHIIA Haxke JO0JIs
danpmuBoro noutenus. — Ho y 6occa Tepmenue He 6ecKoHeyHoe. Ha 9TOT pa3 9To JIHIIb
IPUBETCTBUE. A B CIIEAYIOUIUH... HEM3BECTHO KTO MPUAET H... HE TOJIBKO TPUBETCTBUEM 3TO
OTPAHUYHUTCS.

OH BBIEp2Ka 1may3y, ¥ ero royioc yrmai [0 IIE€I0Ta, B KOTOPOM CKBO3HJIO KECTOKOe
npenynpexneHue:

— Momnofoi TOCIIOf¥H, BE 3HAETE IIpaBHIIA. K YeMy IIPUBOOUT BTATUBAHNE IIOCTOPOHHHUX Toden.
YPOK BOCbMUJIETHEN JABHOCTH BHI BEb HaBEPHAKa He 3a0bITH.

Temno Croii LIluHX9Ha efiBa 3aMETHO OPOTHYIO. [Tanblikl, CKUMAIOLTHEe KUHKAJ, TT06eesl J0 TaKou
CTEeIIeHM, YTO U3Tasu Calkiit XpycT. B TeMHoTe Cst CHCH II0KA3asioch, OYATO OH BUOUT, KAK YTO-TO
HAJJIOMHIIOCH BO B3rsige Cioi LIluHX9HA — ry0oKasi, OJTHas OTYasTHUS 1 60pbOLI 007Ib, Kyma 6omee
MpaydHasi, Y4eM caM XOJIO[I.
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