WmMmepaTop, He CyMeB HOGUTHCS BHATHOTO OTBETA ¥ MTOMHS O TOM, 4TO ceMbsi Cy — 3HATHBIN POJI elle
C TIPeXKHUX BPEMEH, 3all0fl03PHJI, He UX i 3T0 PyK geno. OpHako [lao FO# G paHeH u nexan 6e3
CO3HAHUS, NOIPAIINBATE €r0 OBIII0 HEBO3MOXKHO, TO3TOMY I'OCyAaph MPUKa3all B3ATh NEBYIIKY IIOf
CTPaxXy, PELINB [103Ke IPUCIATh MPUABOPHYIO AaMy [JIsI HaJIbHEUIINX PACCIIPOCOB.

[ITao KO# mpo6siT B 6ecriaMsTCTBe TPU [AHS, U Bce 9Tu Tpu AHS Cy CuHb(OY MOABEpraayd OMpocaM.

[Tocne pa36upaTeNnbCTB UMIIEPATOP OTOPOCHIT IONO3PEHMS: IeBYIIIKA, MCIYTaBIIUCh CBAOLOLI, B
IIaHWKe MeTasiach [0 OKPyre U B CyMaToxXe CIIy4aiHo OKa3ajach B CulllaHe.

[ITao FOit He mONMy4YuI CMEPTEIbHBIX PaH, HO Ha KaKOe-TO BpeMsI JIUIIUIICS BO3MOXKHOCTH OpaTh B
pyKu opyxue. B urore B cembro Cy OTIpaBUIM Apyrue cBafeOHEle fapsl — Iapy XKUBLIX TyCel,
KYIIJIEHHBIX B3aMeH yTpadeHHBIX. Ho Tak Kak Illao FO# cnac ummepaTopa, OH Terneph ObLT Ha
XOpOIleM CUeTy IPU ABOpPe. XOTS TUTYJI eMy He IIOBLICUJIY, IPOHUIIATEe/IbHEIE IO TOHUMAJIU:
BcKope ITao KOs xkpmeT 60mbIioe BO3BHILIIEHUE.

VimenHo B Takux o0cTtositenbcTBax Cy Cunbdy oTmpaBuiu o0paTHO B ceMbio Cy. PoguTenu, yBumeB
[0o4b, CHa4yasna 00pafoBajucCh, @ IOTOM, phifasi, IPUHSAIUCEH ee OPaHUTh.

— 4 cnbimara, HEBECTY 3aMEeHUITH, U CTapIllast cecTpa coriacunack? — B gyire Cy Cunbdy
3apoauiiack TpeBora. XoTs oHa U cOexkasa co cBagbObl, B rTyOHMHe OyIIXM OHA BCe elre Oblla yBEpPeHa,
yro [lTao FO# nmo6uT ee 6e3 naMsITH, U HUKaK He 0XKHMaja, YTO OH TakK OBICTPO COTJIACUTCS Ha OPYrou
Opax.

l'ocmoxa Cy, YCIIBIIIIAB 3TO, YIIUIIHYJIA €€ U BOCKIIMKHYJIA:

— Tl C7TOBHO poXKOeHa, YTOOH MPUHOCUTL MHe ogHu Oenbl! XoTh rpad Illao u Bosika, HO OH ellle Tak
MOJI07, a ye cTan rpadom. iMmepaTop eMy JOBepsieT, Bliepenu ero xkuet Onectsiee Oynyiee. O
TaKOM IapTHUU OPYTHe TOJIbKO MeUTaloT, a Thl — IOCMOTPH Ha ce0si! Temeps Bce 3TO HOCTAI0Ch TOM
HeCYacCT/IUBHUIIE.

Ia, Hecuactnusuie. Pogutenu Cy CuHbCI0O@Hb JaBHO CKOHYAJIKCh, @ KEHUX PAcTOPT MOMOJIBKY. Ha
mopsx rocrnoxa Cy, 6yoydu ee TETKOM, HUYETro He TOBOPUIIA, HO B Aylle Bceraa cuutana Cy
CUHbBCIOAHbB CILJIOUTHHIM HEBE3EHHUEM.

— Crouso eii BBIUTHU 3aMyXK, KaK OHa Cpa3y CTajla TUTYJIOBaHHOU faMou! Takoe cyacTbe — U THI,
TNynasi ;eBUYOHKa, 0T Hero oTka3anack! Eme u cOexana, kak He CTHIHO! Xouelh MeHs [0 rpoba
noBecTu? — rocnoxy Cy IIpu 0gHOU MEICIU 0 TOM, 4TO ABOp Cy CHHBCIOAHb Teleph 3aBajleH
foraTeIMU lapaMH, OXBaThIBaja KaJHOCTb.

[IpexHuss Bnagenuia tena He moduna Cy CUHbCI0AHB, I03TOMY IIPUCIaHHEIE TOTTA Oaphl ObUIH
BecbMa ckygHbeiMu. Ho ITao FO# He cTan OBl Tak IOCTyNaTh. [IpOCIyKUB B apMUU [OJITHE TOILI, OH
CKOIIMJI HeMaJioe COCTOSIHKE, II09TOMY Cerdac He IIOCKYIUTICS Ha MOAapKH.



YemMm Ooraue ObLIM laphl, TEM CUIIbHEE HBIIO cepate rocrnoxu Cy. Jliogu 6e3 MPUHITUIIOB MOT TN OB
TIPUHSTH IIeAPhIH BEIKYII, @ B KQUeCTBe IPUAAHOT0 AaTh I'POIH, HO ceMbsi Cy OblIa APEBHUM POIOM,
COXPaAHHUBIIUM ITOCJIE CMYT GOJBIIYI0 YacTh 6oraTcTB. Takue JIIOOM, HOPOKAIIMe CBOEH peryTaluen,
He MOTJIM IT03BOIHUTEL cebe momo6Horo mo3opa. Ja u K TOMY e, 13-3a COPBAaHHOM CBagbObl OHU yXKe
nporHeBanu [Ilao FOs, Tak 4TO IpUAaHOe IPUIIOCh COOMPATh C 0C000H TIIATETbHOCTHIO.

T'ocrioxa Cy mpekpacHo 3Haia, uto Illao FOit — 3aBupnkbIi xkeHux. OHa 6osiyach, 4yTo u3-3a nobera Cy
Cunbdy OH 3aTauT 37100y Ha BCIO CEMbIO, I09TOMY He PEIINiach OTIPABUThL CBOIO MJIAALIYIO I0Yb, a C
BenUKUM TpyaoM yrosopuna Cy CuHbCIOaHb 3aHATH ee MecTo. Ho Teneps, rigaad Ha menpocTts lao
FOs1, oHa 3acoMHeBasnach: HeyKeJli OH U IIpaBfa TaKo¥ IIPOCTaK X COBCEM He NEePKUT 3J1a Ha Iober
Cy Cunndy?

CTouII0 3TOM MBIC/IM IIPOMEJILKHYThH B I'0JI0BE, KakK rocrnoxa Cy oxuBuiach. ECnu yXK 3Ta HeymayHUIa
Cy CuHbBCI0OAaHb CMOTJIa BEIUTH 3a Hero, To moueMy 0bl Cy CuHb(GY He 1onpo6oBaTh BEPHYTH CBOE?
Ho ctoumo e#i 3aukHyThCst 00 3TOM, Kak Cy CUHB(Y CKPUBUIACH:

— IlycTh umeT KTO X04eT, 5 TyHa He BePHYCh!

F'ocnoxa Cy, BUOS TaKoe YIPSIMCTBO, JIUIIb OCafi0Baia Ha Hee.

Y Cy Cunb(y He OBITIO XXKeJIaHUS BXOOUTH B ONHY U Ty K€ PeKy ABaxK[bl. Bce ee MBIC/IM 3aHUMAJI
UMIIePATop, Yei o6pa3 OHa MeabKoM yBHuaena B Cumtane. OH OB Tak rananTeH! [Ipyrue
oOpalanuch ¢ Hel rpydo, a UMIIePaTop FOBOPHIT MITKO. ETO CTaTh ¥ MaHepHl — IMYCTh OH OBIT U
cTaplie, HO HU ONWH MyKYWHA HEe MOT C HUM CPAaBHUTHCS.

WmMmepatopy OBUIO efiBa 3a TPUALATh, OH OBUI CTaTeH, yMeH, 06pa3oBaH 1 o0afgasn 6e3rpaHuyHON
BiacThio. OH OBbIJT MEUTOM KaXI0M [EeBYIIKU B CTOJIHIIE.

A Tao HOi, XOTk ¥ MOJIOf, BHITISIAEN KaK HEOTECaHHBIM Bosgka. HeymusutenbHo, uTo Cy CUHBQY OH
OBLT He TI0 TyIIe.

[Tpu MBICTTH O TOM, YTO OH — UMIIEPATOP, oBenuTenb [TomHebecHoi, cepatie Cy Cunbgdy 3abunoch
yare.

— Martyika, ©UMIIepaTop Ha IPEeCcTosie yXKe MONrofa, IoYeMy J0 CHX IIOp HeT CIyXoB 00 oTOope
HaJIOXKHUII? — CIIPOCHUIIA OHA.

I'ocmoxka Cy Ha MIF'HOBEHHE 3aMepJia, HO, ITIOOYMaB O CUTyalluX IIPX OBOPE, OTBETHUIIA:

— IlomoxxeHne HACIIETHOTO IIPUHIIA ITPOYHO, K YEMY JIMIITHAA cyeTa?

— Maryuika, mpu yeM 37ech Hacnegubd npuHI? — Cy CuHbQY, YbM MBICIH OBITM PACKPBITH,
HEeZOBOJILHO Hafly/lach U NpollenTana: — MMriepaTop B caMOM pacuBeTe CUl. BEIBaio i B UCTOPUHY,



yTOOBI IPUHI] TPUALATH JIET XKIajl IpecTona?

— Tume! — rocroxa Cy NOCIeIIHo 3aKphljia el PoT.

OHa mpeKpacHO MMOHKUMAJIa, YTO TBOPUTCS B rojioBe y mouyepu. OHa BCIIOMHMIIA, YTO JEBYILKY
IIPUBE3/IM JOMOM IBOPLIOBLEIE CTpaKHUKHU. M3-3a mobera HeBecTH! [11ao FOit cTtan mocmemuiieM Bcen
cronuilsl, Ho pa3Be Cy CuHbGy Oblia B IydileM moyoxkeHun? Teneps, OCIe 3TOT0 IPOUCIIECTBUS,
MHOTHE COMHEBAJUCE B €€ J0OPOIeTe .

XoTs B HEIHEIIHNME BpeMeHa HpaBhl OBIIM HE CTOJIb CTPOrH, noBefenue Cy CuHb(Y BCe XKe BEIXOIUIIO
3a paMku npunuyuil. ['ocmoxa Cy mepexuBaia 3a ee Oyayiiee: B KHUKHBIX CEMbSIX TaKyl0 HEBECTKY
Obl He TIPUHSN, a B CEMbSIX BOEHaUYaIbHUKOB €e CTOPOHUIIACH, TaMaTysd 00 unuunenTe ¢ [Ilao KOewm.

HmenHo moaToMy rocmnoxa Cy Tak xoTesna, 4ToOB [04b BepHYIa pacnonoxenue [Ilao KOs. Ho ta
OblTa yrpsiMa, Kak ocesl. bosich, 4TO, HagaBUB CUJIbHEE, OHA CIIPOBOIMPYET J0Yh Ha HOBHIN MOGET,
MaTh pelllriia YCTYIIUTh U Pa3y3HaTh BCe, KaK Ta IPOCHIIA. B UTOre BHISICHUIIOCH, YTO M3-3a CJ1aboro
3[I0POBBST UMIIEPATPUIIE UMIIEPATOP 00BSIBUII, UTO B OIUKaMIINE TOOB HE IIJIaHUPYET TPOBOAUTD
oTbop.

Cy Cunb(dy KOaTh He X0TeJla. Y3HaB HOBOCTH U3 [BOPIIA, OHA coOpaja BEUd U, y&Ke 3Has MOPOory,
cOexasa 13 moma.

Korga rocmozxka Cy xBaTtusnacsk ee, Cy Cunbdy yzxke Oblsla BO [BOPIIE, CTaB CIIyKAHKOM.

)%k

BCKOpe II0CJIE TOT'0, KaK PAaHEBL [Mlao KOst 3axkuy, HacTall JeHb CBAIbOHI. TOp}KeCTBO IIpomijio C
pa3MaxoM, Jaxe UMIIePaTOpP JIMYHO IIpHeXaJll IIO3O0PABUTh KEHHXa.

— Bpar IlaThil, a HeBeCTa KpacuBasi? — XUXHWKas, CIIPOCUIT HaCNeOHBIM TPUHII.

[TpuHIly GBITIO0 BCETO TPUHAAIATH, U, G1arofaps omeke pOgUTeNel, OH COXPaHUIT HEKOTOPYIO OETCKYI0
HAWBHOCTb.

[ITao O He ycIien OTBETUTH, KaK TOJIIA BOSK BOKPYT Haydasa IIOAHAYMBAThL €ro, COOUpPasch UATH
IOKy4aTh HEBECTE.

[Tao FO# mocnewmHo nperpaguil UM myTh:

— A my, otoupuTe, onyxu! UouTe K CBOMM XKeHaM IIpUCTaBauTe.

BoeHayanbHUKY He 00MAEIUCD, & JIWIIL PacCMesuch. YK9H [ladyyaHb MOALIYTHIL:



— TIATBIN BEIPOC, HAYYHUIICS KEHY 3alluIaTh!

[ITao KO# ¢ TpymoM OTHesnancs OT HUX U, CJIOBHO CIlacasich 0ercTBOM, OpOCHUIICS BO BHYTPEHHUE
IIOKOMH.

— locnoguH npuien, — npomenrtana Osiinyi, cinyxaHka Cy CUHBCIOQHb.

— BriiguTte Bce, — npuka3san Illao KOt TOpHUYHBEIM, CTOSBIIMM B KOMHATE.

— He HYXHO 51 rOCTIOIMHY TOMOYb C OMOBEHUEM U IIepeofeBaHUEM? — IIOUHTepecoBanach Oauiyu,
TOMHO 3aKaTHB I'/la3a.

[Tao KOu 3bIpKHYT Ha Hee:

— Y MeHs 4TO, CBOUX PYK HET?

YBuUneB Takol cBUPeNkId BT, Oaiiiyil He mocMesta 60JIbIlle HUYETo CKa3aTh, TIOCIIEIIHO
TIOKJIOHUJIACh U BeIOeXkKara.

®arnys Ovla Xxopolila co00M U CYMTanach TIaBHOM CpPedu CIyKaHOK, MpuciaaHHbx ¢ Cy CUHbCIOAHb.
B opuruHanbHON HCTOPUY OHA CTaJla HAJIOXKHUIIEH TTTaBHOTO repos. [leByIinKka Oblia ¢ aMOUIIUSIMU 1
U3PANHO nonopTuia XkKu3Hb Cy CHHBCIOQHbD.

3abaBHoO, uTO cembsi Cy Ipuciaja B IpUgaHoe B OCHOBHOM KPaCUBHIX CIIyKaHOK, a He TeX, KTO yMeJl
pabortaTs. [llao FO# 6ICTPO moTamascs, YTO 3TO MPOAENKY TOM caMol rocnoxu Cy.

Cy CuHbCIOQHB CHIeTa Ha KYIIeTKe, YKpbiTas cBafeOHbIM TOKPHIBAJIOM. Y CIIbIIIAB, YTO CITyKAaHKU
VIIIM, OHa HEPBHO CKaJla IIJIAaTOK B PyKax.

Bckope B mosie ee 3peHus MOSIBUIMCH YepHEIe carnoru. Cepate 3a0unoch cunibHee. [T0KphIBaIo
TIOJHSIIY, ¥ OHA YBU[IeJa Iepe co60i MOJIOOT0 YelI0BeKa C CYPOBBIM JIUIIOM.

Tesno, B KOTOPOM OH HaXOOUJICS, OBIJI0 HUUEM He TpUMedaTeIbHbIM, HO TOMb CIy2KObI B apMUK
HAJIOXKUJTM Ha HETO OTIIeYaTOK CYypOBOCTU. FIMeHHO 3Ty 4epTy Gosbiue Bcero HeHaBupesna Cy Cunbdy,
Ha3bIBas €T0 HEOTECAHHBIM MYKJIaHOM.

Cy CunbCIOaHb [poKaja OT BOIHEHUS, myMasi, 4To pa3 Illao FOif BHTISAOUT TAKUM CBUPEIHIM, TO,
OOJIZKHO OBITH, OH OYeHb I'Ppyo...

— lonopnasg? — c yneioko# cripocun Ilao K.



Korpma ero muiio oxXuBaso, OHO IepecTaBajio Ka3aThbCAd MMYTalOIMMM M CTAHOBHUJIOCH OazKe
IIPOCTOBATHIM, YTO CMATYAJIO €T0 CypOBbeI BH[.

— HeT, — oTBeTHsa OHA.

Cy CuHbCI0OaHb BECh JeHb HUYETO0 He e71a, HO, 605ICh, 9YTO Beuep 3aTSIHETCs, CTapanach TEPIETh.
OpHAaKO CTOMJIO e¥ 9TO CKa3aTh, KaK XKUBOT IIPefaTe/IbCKY 3aypyall. [leBylIKa BCIBIXHYTIA 1O KOPHEN
BOJIOC ¥ CMYLIEHHO OIyCTHJIA I'Jla3a.

[Tao KOu paccMmesncs.

Cy CuHbCIO@HB OT UCIIyTa BOBCE IepecTasia OblaTh.

[Tao FO# mpomomKumI:
— He nmonuMaro, 4TO y Bac B CTONUIE TBOPUTCS. [IeBYIIKY, KaK Ta, Opyras, IOMENIaHkl Ha TOHKUX
TaNMusAX. ITO HU K YeMy XOPOIIEMY He BefeT.

— 4... 1 He... — TUXO IOMIBITANacCh BO3Pa3UTh OHaA.

[ITao KO#t mepebur ee:

— Yto 3HAuuT He TH? Thl caMas ¥ ecTb. B TaKOM BO3pacTe HeJb3s MPOMYCKaTh IPHUEMEI ITHUIIH, 3TO
BPEHO O 3M0pOBbs. Henb3st MpuBLHIKATh K TAKOMY.

Cy CuHbBCI0OQHb He HalllJIaCh YTO OTBETUTHL U GecromolrHo Habmionana, kak [Ilao FOit npuka3zan
IIPUHECTH efy, IIPX 3TOM Bopua:

— YepT BO3bMH, OHHM YTO, BO3OMHMIM 0 cebe HeBeCTh 4T0? MOI0 KeHY roJIofioM MOpPST! [[0nKHEI
ObLIM cpa3y MojaTh ey, a OHU TSHYIM BpeMd. 3aBTpa XKe 3ajilaM UM TPETKY...

Cy CuHbClOaHb [IOCIIEIIHO CKa3aa:

— OTO 5 He CcKa3ajla, He BUHU UX.

[Mlao FO# mocMoTpen Ha Hee:
— 2KeHa, Henb3s OBITH TAKOM MATKOTENIOM. FIMIIepaTop 4acTo TOBOPUT MHE IIPO «JaBaTh Iajel], a

OTXBATST BCIO pyKy». CIIUIIKOM [0OPHIX TI0fiel IerKo 00MAETh.

— 3TO Ha3LIBAETCH «IIOJIYYHMB IIAOb, IIPOCUTE BEPCTY>», — OCTOPO2KHO IIOIIPaBUjIa OHa, 00s1Ch BEI3BATh
€ro raes.



— Touno! BoT uTO 3HAUUT 00pa30BaHHAs XKeHa. ITU 6e3MeNbHUKKM COBCEM CTpaX moTepsinu. Cerogs
Te06s1 TOJIOOM MOPHIIH, 3aBTPa Ha TOJIOBY csayT. HyXHO mepXkaTh ux B y3me!

OT TOrO0, Kak OH Ha3bBall ee «KeHON», y Cy CuHbCI0OaHb IOKPACHENI! YIIU, HO, KaK HU CTPaHHO, 3TO
He BBI3BIBAJIO OTBpalieHus. He xkenas mopTuTh OpadyHyio HOYb CCOpaMH, OHa IIOMbITaIach ero
YCIIOKOUTH:

— Hudero cTpaisoro, s TOJIBKO ceiyac I04yBCTBOBaIA roiofd. Myx... MyX, TH caM-To e1? MoxerT,
COCTaBUIIbL MHE KOMIIAHUIO?

['maza lao KOs 3acusny, HO OH C AeJIaHHBIM PaBHOAYIIUEM OTBETHUIIL:

— ¢ He TOIOIEH, HO Pa3 THI IPOCHUIIL, HE OCTABIATh Ke Te0s ofHy... [JoeM HeMHOT0 3a KOMITaHHUIO.

Cy CunbcioaHb cjerka ynsiOHymack. IToT [Ilao KO, KOTOPHIH TOBOPUI OOHO, @ AeJiall IPYroe, C ero
TPO3HBIM JIUIIOM Ka3aJICs e HeOXKUJAHHO MHUJIBIM.

— T®l He myMaii, 4TO efja — 9TO MeJioyb. EC/iu ONIT0 TOI0aTh, XKeMyA0K UCIIOPTHUIIIb. ..

[ITao ¥O# oka3asncs 6GOIBIINUM JTIOOGKUTEIEM TIOTOBOPHUTh. [ake BO BpeMsI e[bl OH MPOHOIXKal
paccyXaaTh O BaKHOCTH IMUTaHUs. TpeBora u CTpax, xkusuire B cepane Cy CHHbCI0OAaHb C MOMEHTA
CMepTH POOUTENeH, Hauajk paccenuBaThcs. [Tocie TOro Kak OHa OCTaslach OffHA C MJIAALIMM GpaToM,
TETS ¥ OO XOTh U He OBLTH XKEeCTOKH, HO CJIyTH B JOME YaCcTO CMOTPEJIH Ha HUX CBLICOKA, MOJIB3YSICh
ux 6e33aMmuTHOCTEI0. OHA JaBHO OTBHIK/IA OT TOTO, YTOOR KTO-TO UCKPEeHHe 3a00THUIICS O TOM, TIoejia
¥ OHa.

Ona Obly1a TOTOBA K TOMY, YTO MY2K, U3BECTHLIM CBOUM CYPOBHIM HpaBoM, OyEeT CPLIBAaTh Ha HEl
37I0CTh 3@ TO, YTO €M IPHUIIIOCh 3aMEeHUTh cecTpy. Ho BUAS, YTO OH COBCEM HE TaKOM, U YYBCTBYS €T0
UCKpeHH00 3a60Ty, Cy CHHbCIOAHb ITOyMaJia, YTO 3TO, BO3MOXKHO, CYaCThe B HECUACTEE.
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