HepBOHa‘{aHbeIfl HMIIYJIBC, €OBa TEIUIMBIINNCS B TEJIE, BCITBIXHYII C HOBOU CHUJIOM, CTOUJIO JIUIITh
YBUOETH TOTO, O KOM I'DE3UJI KaXKIOYI0 MUHYTY.

LuryaHs fAHb 0CO3HABAJI, YTO TEPSIET KOHTPOJIb, HO HUYEro He MOT ¢ co0ou momenaTh. [IpoTSHyB
PYKY 4epe3 MOAOKOHHUK, OH KOCHYJICSI HEXKHOM, TTIagKOU IIeKH IOHOIIN 1 Me[JIEHHO IIPOBe
IIaJIbIlaM¥ BHU3, K CAMOH lIIee.

Pe3kuM mBuzKeHNEM OH IIPUTAHYII Mo YxusHa K cebe 1, CKJIOHHUBIIIHNCH, BIIUJICSA B €T0 I"Y6I:>I. HOHGJ’IYI;I
BHIINIEJTI APDOCTHEIM, CJIOBHO IIITOPM, a B IYHHOM CBETE BC€ TaHEIE YyBCTBa CTAJIX IIPO3PAaYHBIMU 1
SCHBIMH.

9TOT monenyi O HacToSIUM rpabexkom. Korga Mo UYxkusiH HaKOHEI] CMOT ITepeBeCTH [IbIXaHue,
T0JI0OBa €0 KPYKUJIach OT HEXBATKU KHCIIOPOAA, a B3TJIAA OblJT OCTEKIEHEeBIIUM. YepT BO3bMH, C YETO
BOPYT Takue CTpacTu?

FOHo1IIa Iepes HUM BCe ellle TpeOhIBall B IIPOCTPAIIUY, He YCIIeB 0CO3HATh MPOU3OIIe/IIlee, a ero
BJIaXKHEIE, IPUIYXINKE T'YObl BEI3BIBAJIN XKTyUee KeJIaHue.

— Teot miobumb MeHsA? — Lluryanb AHb yKa3aTeIbHBIM ITaIbIleM Opa3HSIlle TIaful ero HUXKHIO I'yoy,
a 3aTeM, He 3Has, Ybsl UMEHHO CJII0HA O0CTajlach Ha IOAYIIeYKe, IPOCKOJIb3HY B IPUOTKPHITHIY POT,
KOCHYBIIKMCh KOHYKKA SI3bIKA.

— JTro0mi0, — pedneKTopHO 0To3Bajcs Mo YxkusH. OTo OBINIO TO, YTO TPEOOBAIOCH IO €T0 POJIH.
Kaxk ou okasasicsa B KoMmHaTe? [IoHATHUSA HEe UMEeJl.

Ceituac Mo YxusiH OyKBaJIbHO BUCEJl Ha HEM, IPUXKATHIM K OKHY, 00XBaTHUB IlIeI0 UMIIepaTopa
PyKaMHu.

Her, cTom, Temneps-TO OH HAaKOHEIl MOHSII, YTO YTO-TO UOET He TaK. boxke, Kak BCe 10 3TOr0 AOIIO0?

9TO COBepIIEHHO He BXOAUO B ero maHbl. OH Befib COOUPAICs MPOCTO MOOAPUTh eMYy JTYHHBIN
IPSHUK Ha MIPa3gHUK CepPeIUHBl OCEHU U MPUKUHYTHCS JyPadkoM, HO YK TOYHO He Tak!

— O6uuMu MeHs, — Lluryans fHb IpUKa ero HOTM K CBOeH IOSICHUIIE, 3aCTaBsAsl 00BUTH ce0sl,
CHOBA BIIMJICS B €T0 T'yOHI, He Kejas OTIyCKaTh HU Ha ceKyHAay. OH mpuTupan ero k cebe,
HaIpaBIsAsaCh K UMIIEPATOPCKOMY JIOXKY.

Ecnu 9TOT Manb4ulllka — XepTBa, YTo XK, yCcTh OyfeT Tak. Pa3 yX OH 0Ka3ascs B ero pyKax, TO
nycTh OymeT uTo OymeT! OTo OB KPUK OYILIN IOCTIE LOJITOr0 IONaBIeHNs YyBCTB.

Bce 9Ty gHU OH CcoepKUBAJICS, HO CTPACTh, MOOMHUTAaHHAS TOCKOM M NeWCTBHEM CHamoObs, IpopBasla
TIJIOTUHY, XJIBIHYB ITOTOKOM, TOTOBLIM YTOIIUTh MX 000UX.

CroneTeHHBIE Tella COMHU JIETKKUE 3aHABECH, M OHU BMECTE PYXHYJIX Ha MATKYIO ITIOCTEIb.

Mo YkusH BHTSHYJ PYKY B CTOPOHY Kpas KpOBaTH, MEICJIEHHO BOIS: f1 He X04y JIUIIATh
[IeBCTBEHHOCTH 3TOT0 CTAPOT0 Xphya, y-y-y!

[ToueMmy y-y? [la IOTOMY YTO €r0 CHOBA LieJI0OBaJIN.

CIOBHO pa3BepHYTHIM JIYHHBIN MPSIHUK — Ma ellle U U3 JIEASHOTO TeCTa, HeXKHBIN, OeJIbli, CTafKuil —
OH OBITT Tak xopoi, 4To [{uryans dHb He MOT OCTAHOBUTHCS, OCTaBIISIsS Ha €T0 Tejle MHOXKECTBO
OTMETHH.



— M-M... cmumkoM GHICTPO, V-y-y! — Mo YKKsH He moCcIeBas 3a ero OBUKEHUSIMHU U OblT BEIHYXK/IEeH
TIOOYUHSATHCS HaBI3aHHOMY PUTMY.

— Ywmuuna, no3osu MeHs Baie BenudectBo, — Lluryans AHb, TS0 Ha IOHOILY, KOTOPBIM yIUpancs
PyKaMu B ero rpyab, He MOT Hamo00BaTLCS TOHKOM, HO KPEIIKOM IMHUEN eTro Taluu.

Mo YXKusH coancs U BCXJIUITHYMI:
— HW-u-u, Bamie BenuuyecTBo, IIOMeJIeHHeeE...

9TO0 HKalolllee «HU-U-U» JUIIL OO0 Macila B OTOHb. ]_[I/Il"yaHb AHb IIePEeBEPHYIICs, CHOBaA
IIpuaaBJIMBasd €To K IIOCTEJIN, U IIPOIIEeIITall:

— M-M, noMeqnieHHee.
Cka3zas-To OH TakK, HO TeJIo ero ObIJIO Ky/ia MeHee ClepzKaHHbBIM.

Mo YxkusiH cMOTpen Ha OangaxuH Hal KpPOBaThio, KOTOPBIM XOOWUI XOOYHOM, a ITIOTOM Ha 3TOTO IIca-
MMIIepaTopa, KOTOPHIM TOXKe ABUTAJICS CIUIIKOM ObICTPO. He BhIepkKaB, OH 3aKphIJI I'J1a3a, MOJTHEIe
o0upbl. [ToueMy Bce Tak BBIIIIO?

Paccger emie He HACTYIIAJI, a B IIOCTEJIN HUKTO TaK U HE YCHYJI, ¥ IIEJIKOBbI€ 3aHaBECHU HE MOT'TIA
CKPEBEITE CTOHOB.

— Bamre BenmnyecTBo, g Tak ycrai!
— YMHUIA, elle pa3ok, 1agHo?
— Ho T8I rOBOpUI Tax ellle ABa pa3a Ha3apg! M-M-xa... He Hafo... Bame BenuuecTso!

Mo YKHSH ITOIBITANICST COMPOTHBIISTHCS, BHICTABUB PYKY 3a IpeesIbl KPOBAaTH, HO CIIEIOM TYT Ke
mocemoBasia 0oJbIas JIafoHb, KOTOPas epexBaTuia ero 3amsaCcThe U 3aTalluiia 00paTHoO.

4 611 Hemipas, s 60JblIIe HUKOTTIa He OyOy CMeSThCS Hafl CTapbIMU JeBCTBEHHUKAMU. JTO
BO3ME3[Ke, IPU3HAETCS IOCTPAAABIINH, ¥ OH TOPHKO 00 9TOM JKaJleeT.

Ha cnepytomuit neHb OB BEIXOOHOW, U ayUEHLIUN He TPOBOAUIIOCh. Lluryanb dHb IPOCHYIICS OT
SIPKOTO COJTHEYHOTO CBeTa, MPOOUBAIOIIEr0Csl CKBO3b OKHO. OIIyCTUB T'OJIOBY, OH YBU[EII IIYLIIUCTYIO
MaKylIlKy, yTKHYBIIYIOCS €My B IDYy[b.

BcnoMHUB BYepalllHIO HOYb U TO, KaK IOHOIIIA BCXJIUIIBIBAJ, YMOJISISI OCTAHOBUTLCS, OH ITOYYBCTBOBAJ
YKOJ coBeCTH. [JefiCTBUTEIbHO, OH OBIJI CTUIIKOM HeBo3nepzkaH. OH OepexkHO II01ieJIoBall ero B
MAaKYIIIKy, Ha YTO TOT OTO3BAJICSI COHHEIM CTOHOM:

— He Hapo...
[Toxoxke, OH ero u BOPSIMb OO CMEPTH Halyral.

OO6HSIB €ro, IMIIEPAaTOP CHOBA 3aKPhUI ITa3a. [JaBHO OH He CIAJI TaK CIafKO, MOXKHO OBIJIO IIO3BOJIUTh
cebe ellle HEMHOT'O OTIOXHYTh.

Bo mBopiie BaiisiH uMIniepaTpulia IOSIBUIACh IUIIE TO3IHUM YTPOM, BrIOekKaB M3 3agHEr0 cafa B
pacTpenaHHOM BUfIe, U TYT 3Ke CTOJIKHYJIach ¢ YyHbCU, KOTOPBI ITOBCIOAY HCKaJl ee.



YBUMEB rOCI0XKY B TAKOM COCTOSHUY, YYHBCHU OIEIIUIT:
— l'ocnoxka, BHL...!

— He mymu, XK1BO rOTOBb BOAY AJIs KylaHus, — TaH BaHbBaHb HEOPEKHO cOopBasia C BOJIOC CyXOi
JIUCT ¥ TIONBITaNach ©300pa3uTh HEBO3MYTUMOCTb.

l'ao Ydaub Bce 9T0 BpeMs Kpaan cHapyxku. Ha caMoM [ieie, OH yKe 3aryisigbiBaa BHYTPb PAHHUM
YyTPOM, HO, YBUJIEB TPYAY OJEK/IEI Ha MOy, TaK CMYTHIICS, YTO IOCIIEIIHO PETUPOBAJICS.

ToT yepHBIN HApPST IBHO IIpHHAIeXkKal TalHOMY cTpaxy. [Toxoxe, Baie BenngecTso... ipu 3TOU
MBICJIA OH PacCIIJIbLJICS B OBOILHOM yIbIOKe. Kak ke xopoto!

CnycTsi HEKOTOpOe BpeMs U3 KOMHATH IOHECIHUCh TUXHe 3BYKHU. 'ao YPpaub cobpascs ¢ AyxoM u
OCTOPOKHO TTPUOTKPHL ABEPb:

— Bame Benuuectso.

Luryans fHb, CHOEBUINY Ha KpoBaTH, 00ePHYJICS, B3TJISIHYI Ha crsgiiero Mo YxkusiHa ¥ IPUIOKUII
nasell K rybam, mprKa3biBas MOT4aTh.

['ao Ydaub BCe MOHSN ¥ pa3BepHYIICS, YTOOH PaCIOPSAAUTHCS HaCcYeT CIIyT.

Luryans fAub 00yIICS ¥ BCTal, HO, COeJIaB Iapy LIaroB, HACTYIIUJI HA YTO-TO CTPaHHOE, IT0X0XKee Ha
KOMOK 3eMJIH. B3rnigHyB BHU3, OH yBUAeN OyMazKHBIN CBepPTOK. HaKJIOHUBIIKCH, OH TIOJHS €T0 — OT
HET0 ITaxJIo JIOTOCOBOM MACTOM, KaK OT JIYHHOTO MPSHUKA.

[Tpocrysmmch, Mo YKUSH IOYYBCTBOBAJI, YTO OH — 3TO yKe He 0H. OH OCTeKJIeHEBUINM B3TJIIIOM
yCTaBUJICS B IIOJIOT KPoBaTHU. Tejio OBII0 YMCTHIM, HO IIPUHAJIexkasa JId eMy 3Ta [osiCHUIA?

BcnomuauB BYEPAITHIOI0 HOYb, OH BHE3AITHO ITOOYMAJl: S BeOb N0 CHUX II0OD XKUB.

— Ecmu e YMpe€Ib, 1 CTaHy CHpOTOfI, ITall04YKa-X03sAuH, — B KOJI€ HET MeCTa [JId MOPaAJIbHBIX
IIPUHITUIIOB.

Mo YxusH HaKOHEIl ITpuIles B ceOst ¥ 3aXJI0masl rila3aMu:

— CHIHOK, a uTO ¢ Tan BanbBaHb? Buepa aTOT uMIepaTop-mec Be ce0s o4eHb CTPAHHO.
— YV Hee eCTh CBOM UCTOYHUK PafOCTH, a y UMIIepaTopa — CBOM.

Cucrteme He HYKHO OBIIIO 0OBSICHSTEL IOOPOOHEe, XO3SIUH U TaK BCE MOHSIII.

JlagHOo, HeBaxkHO. Mo UKMSTH CHOBA 3aKPHUI I7la3a — OH ObLT TaK M3MOTAH, YTO eMy TpeboBasioCch
IIOCTIaTh €llle HEMHOTO.

Lluryaub dHb, BEPHYBIIKUCH ITOCJIE YMBIBAHUS, TPOMYCTUII MOMEHT €ro MPo0yKOeHus, HO He CTall ero
OecrnokouTh. B3sIB KHUTY, OH CeJI y KPOBATH ¥ CTasl IepeBOpaunBaTh CTPAHUITY 3a CTPaHUIEH.

Mo YxkusiH mpocma o caMoro Beuepa. Korma conHIile Hayaso KIIOHUTLCS K 3aKaTy, OH HaKOHeIl
OTKPBIJI TJ7Ia3a U, YBUAEB CUMASIIET0 PSA0OM UMIIepaTopa, MPOTep Iiiasa:

— Barre BenmuectBo?



— HpOCHynCH? — L[I/IryaHB Ans, YCIIBIIIAaB I'OJIOC, OTJIOZKHUII KHUTY U HAKJIOHUJICA K HEMY.

Mo YKusSH TOCMOTPe Ha MyKYHHY, TIOaBigs kKeJlaHue MPOJIOMUTh ero c06adbio TOJ0BY. OTOT
NPC... 1poCTO HEBHIHOCUM.

Ho, Oynoy4uu BepHBIM TallHBIM CTpazkeM, OH [OJIKeH OB OTpearupoBaTh nHaue. Mo YKHSIH mOTEPCS
JIALIOM O SIPKO-KEJITYIO MOAYIIKY U XPUILIBIM, MATKUM T'0JIOCOM IIPOIIeNTal:

— T'omopeH...
[Tomoxpu, moKa S HaeMcCs, a IOTOM YBUUILb, KaK 5 IPOJIOMJIIO TBOIO I'OJIOBY!
Bups ero xankuu Bup, Lluryans dHb nIpuKa3an nofaTh 3apaHee IPUTOTOBIEHHYIO Kallly.

Mo YxkusiH 4yBCTBOBAJ ce0s51 HEJIOBKO: CaM UMIIepaTop NPUCTyX)UBaeT eMy. OH IOCIYIIHO I Kally,
KOTOPYI0 TOJHOCUIIU K ero TybaM.

Ero rycThle peCHUIIB IIOOParuBaiu, OH OB TAKUM IOCHYIIHEIM, 4TO ceppale Lluryanp Ans
HATIIOJTHSIOCh PafoCcThIo. [laxke MPOCTOE [AbIXaHKe IOHOIIN BHI3HIBAJIO ¥ HETO BOCTOPT.

OH HeXITAHHO BOPBAJICS B €r0 CepAIle, CTaB HeOECHBIM TapOM, CAMBIM JOPOTHM COKPOBHUIIIEM.

A cokpoBullle Hy>KHO Oepeyb, U eCJIU KTO-TO IIOCMEET Ha HeTro NMOCATHYTh, OH pa3pyOuT TOro Ha KYyCKU
¥ CKOPMHUT IICaM.

COpocuB MacKy, oH 00HaAXKUJT KJIBIKM, YTOOB! BJIafleTh UM 6e3pa3mebHo.
Ora Karlira Oblla Takoi BKycHo#! Ha Bum — oObIYHAst PrCOBas BOJA, HO C KAKUM-TO OCOOEHHEIM
CBEXKHM IIPHUBKYCOM.

Mo YKusH BHIIUI OOHY MUCKY 4, BCE €Ille YyBCTBYS TOJIOf], BIEMHUIICS 3y0aMu B JIOKKY, 60SICh, UTO
ero MPOTOHST, ¥ MPO6OPMOTAIT:

— Eme.
— Eme? — lluryans {Hb IOAApPa3HUT €70, felasd aKLeHT Ha CJIOBE «ellle».

ITpu TakOM packiafe, eCll OH celidac IIOKpaCHeeT, ero MOr'yT CHOBa IIPUXKaTh K 1ocTenu. JlagHo,
Jyd4llle IPUKUHYTHCA LypadkoM, YTOOBI He OBITh «HCII0JIb30BAaHHEIM» !

OH c caMbIM CEPBE3HHIM BUIOM KHBHYII, HE BBHIIIYCKas J0XKKY M30 pTa:
— Eme!

— TBoe TeJo 3TOro He BhIEePKUT. [TompaBUIIbCS — TOTHA U MONy4uIlh, — Lluryanb dHb XOTh U
Ipa3HUI ero, Ho Bce xe Besien ['ao Y(PoHIO HATIUTE ellle, a TIOTOM, aB BHIIUTH eIIle IBe MUCKH,
m000sI7ICS ITPOMIOIKATh.

OH B3$JT IIJIATOK, YTOOHI BLITEPETH €MY POT, HO, YBUIEB 3TH BJIaXKHLIE, MATKUE T'yObl, He yOepKalcs,
CKJIOHHUJICS ¥ BIIMJICS B HUX, YYBCTBEHHO IPOXO/SCh S3EIKOM I10 KaKIOMY YTOJIKY, @ 3aTeM ITPOHUKAs
BHYTpE.

— M-M... — Mo YxkusH OblI BEIHYKI€H IPUIIONHATH TOAO0POMAOK, ¥ HETO yKe He OBIJI0 CHUIT



COIIPOTUBIIATHCA.

Kro OBl MOT mOgyMaTh, YTO OH, YEMIIMOH II0 ITPOAaxKaM Cpefu «OeNbIX T0TOCOB», HOUAET [0 TOTO0, UTO
oymet 60siThCsa yMepeTs 0T pyK NPC. IleyanbHO ¥ CMEIIHO.

HaKOHeI_I, HACBITUBIINCH «IE€JINKATECOM», L[I/Il"yaHb AHb cxKanmuncsa u OTIIYCTHUII €Tr0, BEITEPEB POT
IIJIaTKOM:

— OTapixal, 1 CKOPO BEPHYCE.

— M-M, — nocmyurHo KuBHYI Mo YxkusH. B myiie oH ObUI TOTOB ITaCTh HULL: TPOBaiiBall cCKopee!
Yiiou, OT OMHOTO TBOETO BUa Y MeHS HauuHaeT 0071eTh MoscHuUIa!

Lluryans fAHb HaoCIeOK HEKHO IOIlesI0Bal ero B 7100 U BHIILIEN U3 CllajbHU, IpuKa3as ['ao YaHio
IpUCMaTPUBAaTh 3a HUM, HO He IIyMeTh. EMy Hy>KHO ObLIO B KaOMHET UMIIEPATOpa, TaM OCTaBaJIUCh
merna.

— Ilamo4ka-x03suH, BY€Pa Be4epoM OBIJIO Ha YTO IIOCMOTPETH, XKaJlb, Thl HE BUOEJI, — CUCTEMA TaK
€CTEeCTBEHHO Ha3kIBajla ero Nalmo4yKou, YTO HU Kallju CMYyLIeHHUSA HE YYBCTBOBAJIOCh.

Haesumch, Mo YXKuSH MOYYBCTBOBAJI COHIIMBOCTh. B3OOXHYB, OH 3aKpPhLI I'a3a:

— 3aTKHUCH, S IIOCIIITIO.

B xKabuHeTe uMnepaTopa coOpanuch BEICIINE YNHOBHUKY. LIuryans JHb, CUsS BO I'JIaBe CTOJIA,
IIpoCcMaTpHUBal floHeCeHue 0 Tobefe ¢ ora.

MuHUCTPHI OBIITH 03aJaYeHBl: UMIIEPATOP BHITJISAEI IOO03PUTENIBHO JOBOJIBHEIM, B €TI0 IJla3ax
CBeTHIacCh pagocTh. HescHo OBITO, U3-3a HOHECEHUS UJIH I10 APYTOoM IPUYKHEe, HO CIIPOCUTEL HUKTO HE
OCMEJIUBAJICS.

— I0xHoe Yy B mociemgHue rogbl IOCTOSTHHO TPOBOLKMPYET HAc. PaHblle MBI HE OTBEYaIH, IOTOMY
YTO 3TO OBLIM MeJIKKe ITaKOCTH, ia U [T0Bofa He OblI0. A Teleph OHU IOCATHYJIN Ha IIEeCTh YE3/I0B
Xyatixa rocymapctBa FOub. Temeps, KOTia Mbl HAHECTTH yap, OT X CIIeCH He 0CTaJioCh U Clefa.

Lluryans fAHb TOMOXKUI YKa3 Ha CTOJ ¥ 00BeJI B3TJIAOM IPUCYTCTBYIOUINX, OCTAHOBUBIINCE Ha JIEBOM
MunKCTpe Tan Xye:

— l'ocopguH TaH, 4TO cCKaxere?

— Bamme BenmuuecTBo Mynp, — Tan 2Ky#t onmycTuncs Ha KOJIeHH ¥ CKJIOHHUJI T'OJIOBY. PaHbille oH OBLI
IIPOTUB BOWHEI, HO TeTepb MOHAJ, YTO UMIIEPaTOp ero oTunTeiBaeT. — KOxkHOe Uy — ManeHbKOe
OKpauHHOe IoCyJapCTBO, €ro U IpaBfa CJIef0Baio IPOyYUTE.

Ceropgns y lluryans fHs OBUIO XOpolllee HACTPOEHUE, U OH He CTasl MIPUOUPATHCS:

— FKOxnoe Yy Bo30MHHUIIO 0 cebe HEBECTDb YTO, UX HYKHO OBIIIO MPOYYUTh. KaXkKabli JIOUM 3eMIH
rocymapctBa FOHb — Hacengue HalIUX IPeKOB, MBI HEe OTHAAUM HU IAOU. TOT, KTO IIOCATHET Ha
Haly rpaHuiibl, 0ygs To FOxxHoe Uy unu Hapon LIsiH, JOMKeH MOIYYUTh TaKOM OTIIOP, YTOO! OO THCS
maxke IPUOTHUKATHCS.

— Bame BenuyecTBo Mynp! — XOpoM BOCKIUKHYJIM MUHUCTPHL.



OTH NeCTHHIE peun yxke HaOwnmu Liuryanp IHI0O OCKOMUHY, ¥ OH MaxHYJT PYKOM:

— BoeHHOMY BeJOMCTBY ITOATOTOBUTE IIJIaH YKPEIJIEHUS CTONMUYHEIX pyOexel. CIIMCOK YMHOBHUKOB,
nepeBeJeHHBIX Ha BHEIIHNE OOJIXKHOCTH, S ellle pacCMOTPI0. [Ipa3fHUK CepeAuHEl OCEHH MPOIIIe]I,
MuHHUCTEPCTBY PUTYaIOB IT0Pa TOTOBUTHCS K OCEHHEU 0XOTe.

OcenHss ox0Ta?

MI/IHI/ICTp PUTyasioB YOUBHUIICA: UMIIEPATOP HUKOI'Oa HE JIIO0MIT HOJIO6HBIG BBIE3[IBI, HO BCE XK€
IIOKJIOHHUJICA:

— Crnymarocs.

Ha camowm pene Iluryans SIHb TepIeTh HE MOT TaKHe MEPOIPHUSTHUS, CUUTAS UX YTOMUTEIBHEIME, HO
TOT MaJIbYHUIIKA MaCTEPCKU CTPETIST U3 JIyKa, HaBePHSIKa eMy ITOHPABUTCSI Ha OXOTHUYBUX YTOMObSX.
Pemrun B3sTh €ro ¢ co00#, YTOOH pa3BesiThCS.

— CBOOOOHHI.
— Crnymarocs.
YUHOBHUKY ITOKJIOHUJINCE U BHILIIYM, HauyaB IepelleNTEBaTLCSA CPa3dy 3a ABEPhIO:

— C MoMeHTa BoCIIeCTBUSA Ha npecTos Ero BennyecTBo HUKOTA HE yCTpauBal OCEHHIOW 0X0Ty. C
Yyero BOPYT Takas nepemMeHa?

CnyCTHMBIINCH C JIECTHHUIIBI, OHU Pa30IIIACh. MUHUCTP GUHAHCOB, 3aMETUB, YTO JIEBHIN MUHUCTD HE B
nyxe, TIOAOIIEN YTEIIUTh ero:

— TI'ocnonuH TaH, BH Xe 3HaeTe xapakTep Ero BenudecTBa. ECTh Bely, KOTOPHE OIS HETO — KakK
yrap 1o 601pHOMY MecCTy. Bbl BEICTyIIanmy 3a MUP, HO OH HACTOSI Ha BOMHE, BaM CJIe[IOBasio 3TO
IIPEedBUTETh.

— W3mgpeBne rpaXXoaHCKUE YUHOBHUKY 3a MUP, BOEHHbIE — 3@ BOMHY, — JIEBBIA MUHUCTP IIOTIaNIT
CBOI0 KO3/THHYI0 60POMKY ¥ B3MOXHYJ. PaHbIle oH myman, uTo FOxHoe Uy — Menoys, K TOMY XKe
Ka3Ha OblsIa IycTa, BOT ¥ BLICTYTIAJ 3a MUD, a TeIePh, IOX0XKE, IIOTEPST PACIION0XKEHHNE TOCYoaps.

BCKOpe II0CJIE TOT'0, KaK MUHUCTPHI YIIIJIK, BOIIEJI My2K4YMHA CPEOHUX JIET B HpOCTOfI ogexpge u
IIOIIPOCHUII ayOUEHIIUHU.

— Hy? Yto 3actaBuino tebs npuiitu muyHo? — Lluryans AHb BCTa, TTIIAS Ha KOJEHOIPEKIIOHEHHOT'0
yesoBeKa. TOT OTBeYasl 3a BCeX ero 0CBeJOMUTENIE! IIPU ABOPE U B rapeMe.

YenoBeK He BCTal, @, CTOS Ha OMHOM KOJIeHe, HadaJl MOK/JIagblBaTh 0 HeJaBHUX COOBITHSIX.

YcnoimaB Bee, Luryanb AHb u3MeHusCs B nuile. CXBaTUB YEPHUIIBHUILY CO CTOJA, OH C TPOXOTOM
IIBLIPHYJI €€ Ha TIOJ:

— Cewmbs TaH pemuna B30yHTOBaTHC?!
— Jr0 npaBpa, Bame BenuuectBo. HykKHO T CXBaTUTh 37I0yMBILITIEHHUKOB?

Bnustaue cembu Tan mpu mBope 6b10 orpoMHBIM. OH cuenan Tan BaHbBaHb UMIIEpATPHUIIEN UMEHHO
13-3a UX CBS3EeM, HO Telepb, XOTh OHU U He OBUIM HYXKHEI, IEeHCTBOBATh OITPOMETYHBO OBIIO HEJIb3S.



Pa3 oHUM 3aMBIIIIAIOT IMpeaaTeyIbCTBO, OCTABJIATE UX B 2KMBEIX HEJIB34. Hy}KHO IIOCTEIIEHHO
IMOATAYUBATh UX CHUJIBI, 4 3dTEM BBEIPBATh C KOPHEM.

3eMna u HMMIIEPAaTOPCKas BJIaCTh — 3TO TO, HETO UMIIEPATOP HE IIOTEPIINT HU B KAKOM BHUIE.

— Her, cnenu 3a Humu. Eciu noiMaeIns 37I0yMBIIIIEHHUKA, HE NOKJIafbBal, cerdyac He BpeMs, —
HuryaHb fHb MaxHyJI PyKOU, OTIIyCKas €ro.

[TocMOTpeB Ha YEPHUIBHOE IIITHO Ha II0/Iy, OH II0YYBCTBOBaJI pa3fgpaxkKeHue:

— l'ao Yaub, oTHeCH yKa3Hl B CIIaibHIO, s Oyay paboTaTh TaM.

Korpa Mo YxkusH [IOIyCOHHO IPUOTKPLLUI I'J1a3a, eMy I10Ka3a0Ch, YTO KTO-TO IPUIOTHAT ofesno. OH
yBupen Lluryans fHsS B OgHOM HaTeNIbHOU py0Oaxe, KOTOPHIM 3ajie3 Mo Ofesio.

KVcmyraBimch, OH OTIION3 Ha3af, CTapasiCh OepzKaThCs Mofablie, HHa4Ye OBITh Oefe.

lluryans fHb, KOHEYHO, 3aMETUJI €T0 YKUMKHU. EMy CTasio HepUATHO: MaJb4yHUIIKa He X04eT C HUM
comuxkaThcsa? OH OTKUHYJI OJESI0 U JIeT.

He 3ametun? 4 eme OTIIOJI3Y. On OTOOBUHYIJICA €Ille Ha NeCATb CAHTUMETPOB — Oe3omacHas
OUCTaHIM. JX, BCe ellle He 3aMeTUJI, Haflo elle HOJIBI/IHYTBCSI!

— O#t! — B 9TOT pa3 emy He moBe310. C3aau JlexkKana Kakas-TO TBEpAas Belllb, ¥ OH O0IBHO YoapUICs
nosicHuIed. Mo UKUSH IOIIapyI PyKOM U HaIllyTiaj XOJIOMHYIO IJIMHHYIO Belllb — 3TO ObLT MeY B
HOXHax.

YT0... YTO 3TOT UMIIEPATOP-IIeC OeaeT C Me4OM B IIOCTEIu?
Lluryans fHb, KOTOPHIY BCe 3TO BpeMs HaOI0mas 3a ero yKUMKaMH, YCMeXHYJICS U 3abpas Meu:
— OTO OJIT MO€M 3allUTHL.

— EcTb Xe 1, 3aueM Meu? { O6yny 3amuinaTs Bame BenuyectBo! — Mo YkusH mnoxsiomnan ceds 1mo
rpynou. OH He Bpajl — B CIy4yae He0OXOOUMOCTH OH TOTOB ObIJT OTHATh XKU3Hb, 3aIIUIIasT 00BEKT
CBOETO0 3aflaHusd.

PasBecenuBmuch, [Iuryansb dHb OPOCHII MeY B CTOPOHY:

— Torga 6}7):[}7 IIoJIaraThCs Ha Te0s, HO TH celiyac COBCEM He I0X0XK Ha TOr0, KTO I'OTOB MEeHS
3ammiaTe. Moy croopga.

OHM nexkany 1MoJ OOHKUM OfesiIoM, HO MeXNIy HUMHA OBIIT METP PaCCTOAHUSA. Mo YxkusH BeCh
3aKyTaJICsA, HaPYXKYy TOPYaJia TOJIBKO I'OJIOBd, ¥ OH 3aMOTaJI €10, KaK HOl"pGMYI.HKOfI:

— Her, 6ombiire He OymeMm.
— Ceropnst He OymeM, upu ciofa, — Luryanp Hb MPOCTO XOTeN OOHSTH €r0 ¥ CIIOKOMHO IOCTIATh.

I Hero caMoro 3To ObLI IEPBHIY pa3, ¥ TO, YTO OH BBIKUII, y&Ke 4yno. CTucHyB 3y0r!, Mo YxkugaH
TIOCJIYIIHO IePEKATUICS U 0Ka3aJiCs B 00BSATUSAX UMIIepaTopa.

[Tpuxas ero K cebe, Lluryanb AHb ¢ 00nerdeHreM B3OoxHYI. TaKoro 4YyBCTBa ITOKOS OH ellle HUKOTITia



He HUCIILITHIBAJI.
Mo YUxkusgH yTKHYJICA JIUI[OM B €r0 I'PyIb U ellle pa3, 4jid HafeKHOCTHU, CIIPOCHUITL:
— Touno OorbIzie He OyneM?

Lluryans fAHb IPUTIONHSAT €T0 T0A00PO0K, YTOOH TOT ITOCMOTPEN eMY B I'fla3a. Kak MOXKHO ObII0
0o0MaHyTh TaKOe YKMCTOe U HauBHOe ui[0? OH I01eI0Basl ero B J100:

— Cnoso ummnepartopa. Ckazan «He OyneM» — 3HAUUT He OymeM.

Mo YKusgH HaKOHEIl YCIIOKOUJICS, XOTS MOAyMaJl, YTO 3TOT UMIIepaTop-Iiec — Jixkell. Buepa oH
CTOJIBKO pa3 FOBOPHUJI, UTO 3TO B IIOCIEOHUU pa3... Tbdy!

JlamiHO, HEeBaxXHO, g CIIaTh X04y.
[IpocnaB Bech BUepalllHul feHb, Mo UXKUSAH OTKpPHLI IJla3a elre 40 pacCcBeTa, HO COH He Iiell. Tuxo,

YTOOHI HE paS6YI[I/ITb TOT'0, KTO JieKaJl psAgoM, OH BBI6paJ'ICﬂ H3-TI0O Ofesdjia U B OOUH IIPBIZKOK
OKa3aJiCA Ha II0JY.

BocukoM, Ha LBINOYKAX, OH MOCIIEIINII K OfeXKIe, Ofelcsd, 06YJ'ICFI, JaXe He 3allJIeTasi BOJIOCHI, H,
IMOAXBATUB JTIYK U KOJIYaH, BEICKOJIb3HYJI U3 CIIaJIbHU, MCII0JIb3YS HaBBIKK JIETKOCTH.

Bckope mocne Toro, Kak oH yiten, Lluryanb dHb pe3K0 OTKPHLI I'1a3a. [I04yBCTBOBAB, YTO PSAOOM
IIyCTO, OH CeJl:

— l'ao Yaus!

— Bamme BenuuecTtBo! — 'ao YaHb, cuneBLIni y OBepHU, YCIBIIIAN TOJI0C U BIOJ3 BHYTPD,
CIOTEIKasACh: — [IpuBeTcTBy0 Bame Benuyectso!

Luryans Aub Ob1 pa3apaxkeH. OTKHHYB IIOJIOT, OH BCTaI 060CEIMU HOTAMH Ha II0JI:
— I'me on?

— Bo3moxHO, ymen B go3op, — ['ao Yans, apoxka, pacnnacrancsd Ha noiy. Kak 9TOT ManbunilKa
yIiesa — HAKTO He 3aMeTHI.

XoTh UMIIEpPATOP U OB HEIOBOJIEH, OH HE MOT CEePAUThCS Ha Hero. Lluryanb AHb IPOTSIHYI HOTY:

— INopmaBa¥ ymBIBaThCS. BCce paBHO Gosbllle HE YCHY.

Mo YxkusiH 9yBCTBOBAJI, 4YTO cOexkKasl U3 JIOroBa ObsIBOJIAa. B TOT MOMEHT, KOT{la OH IIOKUHYJI CIIa/IbHIO,
OH ITIOYYBCTBOBAJI, UTO OXKHUJI — [IBa JHSA Ha KPOBATH ObLIU [JIS HETO IBITKOM.

Cups Ha KpblIllle U TJISIAS Ha BOCXO[, COJIHIIA, OH JKeBasl MSICHOM MUPOXKOK, YKPaIeHHBIN C KyXHHU.
BHU3Y OCHHIIANCS IIyM, U, B3TJISHYB BHU3, OH YBU[EJI, YTO UMIIEpaTop cobupaeTcs: Ha YTPEHHIO
ayIueHIHIO.

Ero COIIPOBOZKOAJIO OKOJIO IIATHOECATH YeJIOBEK. Cucrema IIPOKOMMEHTHPOBAIIA:

— W mpu 9TOM OH e1rie 6OUTCS, YTO €ro yOBIOT.



— WHorma HOX B CIIMHY OT TOT'O, KTO PAOOM, PAHUT OobHEE BCcero, — Mo YxkusH xkKeBan IIMPOXKOK,
HO BKYC €ro BAPYT IIOKa3aJICAd IIPEeCHBIM.

CucreMa 3aMosyajia — He CTOMJIO 06 3TOM YIIOMUHATh — U CMEHUIa TeMy:
— Ecmu aTOT MMIIepaTop-TIec ¥ IpaBa Iec, TO TOYHO 30JI0TUCTHIA PETPUBED.

— CHIHOK, [la TH pacTelllb Hapg co00M, — yCbIaB 9T0, Mo YKKSH BEIJISHYJ HapyXy. MMnepaTop B
JKeJITOM XajlaTe NeHCTBUTEIbHO OB II0X0K Ha GOJIBIIOT0 30JI0TUCTOTO PETPUBEPA.

Y6enuBIINCh, YTO XO35IMH HEe BCIIOMHHAET O IIPOIIJIOM, CUCTeMa OTBETHIIA:

— Eme 6wl

Luryans fAHb cumen B MaJlaHKUHE, HO IIOCTOSIHHO OTJISIILIBAJICS IO CTOPOHAM, IBITAsCh HAUTH
IOHOIITy, HO TaK ¥ He YBUOE ero.

[IpoBoguB MMIepaTOpa B3TISAAOM [0 caMoro Bxofa B 3an LIuHbuK9H, Mo YXKugH HampaBuicsa K
nBopiry BaiisH. Tam Gblyia CTpaza, Tak YTO HUYETO He CIYUYUTCS, HO eMy HYKHO OBIJIO TPOBEPUTD, KaK
TaM YsHb BosiHB.

OpHako, moOpaBIIKCh [0 ABOpIa BalisgH, OH MOYyBCTBOBA HejlagHoe. BcTap Ha Kphile 60KOBOTO
TIaBU/IbOHA, OH 3aKpHIJI I'/1a3a:

— IIBoe nuurHuX. [[pIXaHWe POBHOE, IBUXKEHUS OBICTPEIE — 3TO MacTepa.
— 30JI0TUCTHIM peTpuBep Haiesa YsHb bosHa?
Mo YXKusAH OTKPBUI I'Ia3a U OTJISAAENICS:

— Kro0, KpoMe uMIepaTopa, MOKET He3aMeTHO BHEPUTE Ciofia Jtiofei? Eciu oH yKe 3HaeT 06 3TOM,
3HAYMT, HAM U [IeJlaTh HUYEro He HYKHO.

Tan BaHbBaHb B €T0 I'Jla3ax yKe MOKOMHUIIA. Eciiu OH He OefCTBYeT, TO, BO3MOXKHO, U3-3a BIUSHUS
cemby TaH Ipu gBOpe. S HETOOILIEHNUT UMIIEPATOPa. B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, YeJIOBEK, HepKallui B PyKax
BJIACTh Haf Bcei [TomHeOecHOM, He MOXKeT OBITh TPOCTAKOM.

Bcrony, Kyna HY TJISHb — ITaBUJIOHEI ¥ TePpack], 6eCKpallHUM UMIIEPATOPCKUM ropof. 30eCh, U faxe
TaM, KyZla MBl He MOXK€eM 3arIsiHyTh, €CTh PYKH U T'jla3a UMIIepaTopa.

Ha gHsx HavyanbHUK CTpazxu X3 ropopui, 4yto Ero BenmuyecTBo coOupaeTcsi peopraHu30BaTh OXPaHy
nBopla. Bugumo, oH yKe 3HaeT, KTO BIYCTUJI Tpex youiin. Ha camoM fene, uMmepaTop-mec 3HaeT
0YeHb MHOTOE.

Haxe Gosnblile, 4eM OH caM. OT 9TOM MBIC/IH T10 CITHHE ITPo0eKas XOJIOMOK:
— B 6ymymem MHe HYKHO OBITh OCTOPOXKHEE, a TO... OH MEHS ITPOCTO Ka3HUT.

— ThI GOHUIIBCSA? — YCMEXHYIach CUCTEMA.
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