[ToBOPOT CymBbOBI

Tot CHUJIy3T, Ka3aJIOCh, IIbIJIaJI C HOT OO I'OJIOBEI APDOCTHREIM IIJIaMEHEM, BEJIMYECTBEHHO M I'PDO3HO
BO3BHIIIASACH HA MecTe. Ero I/ICCI/IHH-‘-IéprIe, HO paCTpéHaHHbIe JJIMHHEBIE BOJIOCHI OTJIMBAJIX Ha
COJIHIIE APKO-KPACHEIM, U IIPH IIE€PBOM B3TJIsAJ€ OH HAaIIOMKXHAJI 0ora BOMHEI, BO3POOHUBIIET0CA U3
IIJIaMEHN.

Heyxenu Tans Jle?!

Tsub S0 B myllle cilerkKa YOUBHUIICS: KAaK 9TO OH 3[eCh 0Ka3aJcs? YUUTHIBAs XapaKTep 9TOTO Iaplia,
IIPH BCTpede C IONoOHOH CUTyalldel OH JOJKeH OblsT ObI OCTAThCS B CTOPOHE, a IMoCJIe
BOCITOJTb30BATLCS 9THM, YTOOH yOemuTh TsHb L0 mepKaThCs OT HEeTo IOofablIIe.

C uero ObI €My CErogHSl...

JIn Csi0, mepeBepHYBIIKUCH OT ITMHKA HECKOJILKO pa3, Koe-Kak IIJIaCTOM PYXHYJI Ha 3eMJII0 U
TIOTIBITAJICS ITOMHSATHCS, HO PYKH ¥ HOTH CJIOBHO He TIOTYUHSIINCh €My ¥ HA0TPEe3 0TKa3bIBaIUCh
cnymaTthesi. OH cyeTnnBo U 6ecroMoirHo 6apaxTascs, HO Y HET0 HUKAK He MOJTy4asioch BCTATh.

BrIOMBIIKCH U3 CHJI, OH TSKEJIO M IIyMHO Ablia. [Ipy MBICIIM O TOM, YTO 3TOT 3aKJISATHIM Bpar TsHb 0
3710pafiHO HAOII0aeT 3a HUM CO CTOPOHEI, €ro JIUIIO 3aJIUI0Ch 0ArPOBEIM PYMSIHIIEM OT THEBa.
OmorneBaeMbld CTHIIOM U [OCAMIOM, OH BIIEPBbIE B KMW3HU UCIIBITAJI CTOJIb TTIyO0KO€e YHUKEHHUE, UTO B
3TOT MUT €My [IeHMCTBUTEIbHO 3aX0TEJI0OCh YMEPETh.

C TpyzoM 3apaB rojIoBy, OH 3a2KMYPUJICS OT OCJIEIIUTENIBHOIO COJIHIIA, OT KOTOPOT'O y HEro
IIOMYTHUJIOCH B T'Nla3ax, a nepeq B30POM 3alljIsiCaly 30JI0TUCTHEIEe TOYKY. JIUIIb CIIyCTS JONroe BpeMs
eMy YOaJIOCh KOe-KakK pas3riiafeTh UCIIONHEeHHOe SpoCcTy nuno TaHs Jle, 1 cepalie HEBOIBHO 3aMepIIo.
Ecnu roBoputs 0 ToM, nodemy JIu Csio BEN cebs CTONMb HATJIO ¥ 3aHOCYUBO, TO [eJI0 ObIJIO He TOIBKO B
€ro HOpOBE, HO ¥ B TOM, YTO OH IIPEKPACHO IIOHKUMaJl: 3[0eCh, B TITyOMHE UMIIEPATOPCKOTO JBOPLA,
eIBa JI1 HaU[ETCI XOTh KTO-TO, KTO IPOTSIHET PyKy noMmomu Tsaub o. HanpoTus, uMenoch HECKOIBKO
IIPUHIIEB, KOTOPHIE OTKPHITO TEeMOHCTPUPOBaIX K TaHb 10 MI0TYI0 HEHABUCTh, U CTOSBIINY Ieper
HUM I11eCcTOM mpuHIl TsHb Jle ObIT OMHUM U3 HUX.

YTo BoOOIIIE MTPOUCXOAUT? — PACTEPSIHHO YCTAaBUBIIKUCE HA TsHD Jle, OH IOTPY3UJICS B MTOIHBINA TyMaH
HEOOyMeHUS.

Kocrie cobonunsie 6poBu TsHE Jle HETOBOIBHO XMYPUIIUCE, SIPKUE JIyYUCTHIE IJla3a Ka3aniuch Iox
COTIHIIEM elll€ Ooiee OCNIENUTENNbHEIMY, a Ha CAaMOM JHe ero B3TJIsA[, II0X0XKe, IIbIIajl OTOHb IHEeBa.
Ionro u CBUpENO BIIIAAbIBAsCH B 3aCTHIBIIETO Ha 3eMiie JIu Cs0, oH 3aTeM Opocui B3rJsan Ha JIu Xya
1, Pa3rIAfeB Ha ero JIMIe TPEBOI'y, 3aMaCKUPOBAHHYIO [107] HAlyCKHOe CIIOKOWCTBUE, BMUT
II0OYyBCTBOBAJI HEBEPOATHOE 00JIer4yeHue, a yTolIKy ero ryb camu co00¥ He3aMeTHO U30THYJIUCH.

— Jif, KTO TaM! — OH OTKAIIJISAJCS, KCKOCA MOTJIsAEBast Ha 0cTon0eHeBiero Jiu Csio, ¥ 3YHEIM
TOJIOCOM TIpMKa3aj: — YBOJIOKKUTE-Ka MHe 9TOT0 Tafia 0TCiofa, GpoCchTe B TEMHUILY!



HecKonmbKO CTPazkKHUKOB, MPSTABIINXCS B TEHU U C TPEBOTOM HAOMIOOABUINX 3@ MIPOHUCXOMSIITUM,
YCIIBIIIAB 30B, MEPETIIHYIUCH. B KOHIIE KOHIIOB OHU TSKEJI0 B3JOXHY/IM, CKPENs Cepylle 0TO3BAJUCH,
OPOXKAaIIUMK HOTaM¥ TPUOIU3UITKCh, yxBaTuiu JIu Cs10 3a BOPOTHUK U y2Ke cOOPasuCh YTaIUTh.

— IMoropute. — JIu Xya KpemnKo BLENUJICS B COOCTBEHHBIN MO0, KOCTSIIKHU €T0 MajbleB o0eeu.
[Tomo4aB ¢ MTHOBEHME, OH HEPELIUTEILHO IPOU3HEC: — BaH, CMeIo CIIPOCUTh, B YEM ITPOBUHUIICS
Cs0-3p?

CTpaxHUKH pa3oM oreneHenu. OnsTh OBAALUATD MSTh...

[Tpexne nogoOHEBIE CIIEHKY CITy4allCh YacTO: pa3bsipeHHBN TSHb 10 BEYHO MPU3BIBAJI CTPAXKY
yBono4sb JIu Cs0, a JIu Xya HEM3MEHHO 3aCTyNaJcsd 3a Hero, U 3TOT BCIBIJIbYMBHIY BaH HEM3MEHHO
CMEHSJI THEB Ha MIJIOCTh. M magHo OB TOJIBKO 9TO — TJIAaBHOE, YTO IIOCTIe CBOEro 0CBOOOXAeHus JIu
Csi0 Be4HO TTOAHMMAJI CKaHfas, 00BUHSS KaKOTO-HUOYOh CTPakHUKA B TOM, UTO TOT CJIMIIKOM OOJIbHO
€ro CXBaTWUJI, TaK YTO B UTOTe IJlaueBHEIA KOHEI] BCeTa XKaal UMEeHHO UCIIPaBHO HECIINX CIyXKO0y
CTpaxen.

[Toxozxke, XOTs CETONHS 37€Ch IIPUCYTCTBOBAJIO HA OBa X03sMHA 00JIbIIE, OT 9TOM y4aCTH UM BCE
paBHO He yOexXaTb.

K10 Xke nocTpagaet Ha 3TOT pa3?

Onn TIEPEerinaHyInuCh U HE3aMETHO Pa32KaJjlKi IIaJIbIThbI.

[TouyBCTBOBAB YCTYIMYUBOCTh CTPaxku, JIu Cs0 TyT 3Ke CaMOMOBOJILHO 3afipasl yroiaKu ryd, a ero
XUTPOYMHBIE 3pAauKy YKPaKO# 3aberanu, ©CTo4Yas TyKaBhIM PACUET.

— B uém enie mpoBUHUIICS? — 3aMeTuB, 4To TsHb 10 coOupaeTcs 3aroBOpuTh, TaHL Jle mepexBaTui
VWHUIIMATUBY U TYT e BKJIMHUJICS B pa3roBop: — OckopOieHue BaHa, 30HUeHNe IPUHIIA — ITOCMEEITh
yTBEePXKOaTh, YTO THL HU B YeM He BUHOBAT?

JIuno JIu Xya n3MeHun0Cch. Bcerga oTnM4aBIINMCS CKIOHHOCTBIO BHITOPaXkKKWBaTh CBOUX, OH THEBHO
Opocwu:

— Ho ockop0neHre BaHa IIPOX30IIIIO IIOTOMY, YTO BaH 3allle]l CIMIIKOM JajieKO B CBOUX
M3[0eBaTeIbCTBAX, a U30HueHne IPHUHIA... Cs0-9p TOYHO HE HAYMHAII TePBRIM!

Tsub Jle 0T 37110CTH B3METHYJ COOOIMHEIE OPOBU U Y2Ke coOMpasCs OTBETUTD, KaK ero mepedun
OPYToy rojioc, pa3faBLInCS CJIIOBHO U3 HUOTKYy[a:

— B 4éM XKe o 3al1en CIUIIKOM MaaeKo?



Tanas fo ormagun pacnyxiyto weKy TaHb {0, ero Jumo noMpayHeso, ¥ OH XOJIOOHO [TapApPOBall:

— d... — JIu Xya, cynd 10 BCeMy, HUKaK He 0XKU[aJjl BO3paxKeHU Co CTOPOHH TsHb 40, 0Tuero
ClerKa OIeIIuIl.

— TrI Xo4ems cKa3aTh, 4TO pa3 TsHb 510 MoIe3 mepBLIM, TO 3TOT YOIIOMOK HU B Y4EM He BUHOBAT?! —
Tsnb Jle BRIKATUII I'J1a3a HaBBIKAT, 3aCYy4YUJI PyKaBa U B3peBesl 'PO3HBIM rojocoM: — TsaHb Jo0 —
OPaKOHUM CHIH, HACKOJIBKO 3Ke 01arOpogHO ero mpoucxoxmenue?! A BeI KTO Takue? Bcero nmuiib
npe3peHHBIN Hapon! Kak Bel cMeeTe cpenu Oerna MHS B UMIIEPATOPCKOM OBOPIE U30UBATh MPUHIIA?!
Yro 3a MmaHepr?! Ctout TaHD A0 TUIMUTHCA XOTS OBl OGHOTO BOJIOCA, U 9TOT0 OYAET JOCTAaTOYHO,
YTOOBI BAC, ITOOJIBIX JIIOOUIIEK, KA3HUIJIM BMECTE CO BCEMH CEMbSIMH [0 CEIbMOI'0 KOoJIeHa!

— HMwMenHO, umenHo! — 3Ha4, yTo TaHb Jle 3acTynaercs 3a Hero, TaHb 0 TyT Xe 3aKvBaJl B 3HaK
CoTJIacusl.

Llenblit KacKaf pyraTesibCTB B afpec Ipe3peHHoro Hapoaa, o0pyiieHHsid TsHb Jle, 3acTaBui auio Jiu
Xya nocureTb. OH OTKPHII POT, HO HE CMOT IIPOM3HECTH HU 3BYKa, JIUIIL 10 OO0 CXKall KylTaKH,
CHUJISCh COXPAHUTD IIPUCYIIYI0 eMy KHUXKHYI0 YTOHUYEHHOCTh. YHSB 9MOIIMY, OH Me[IJIEHHO BHIMOJIBUII:

— U Bcé Xe, XOTh OHO U TakK, HO...

— MyXUuK, a Takoi 6a6HuK! — TsHb Jle TepreTs He MOT II0J00HbIE MeJTaHXOJIMYHbIE HETOPOILIMBEIE
MaHepHl. HeTepnenuBo nepebus cobeceqHrKa, OH mpomoixkun: — I1ycts Jlu Cso Bcero Ha [iBa rofia
crapie TsHb 0, HO B3TJISTHU Ha €r0 POCT — C IIEePBOTO B3TJIsiga BUAHO, KaK 3[MOPOBLIM NOeHel
3agupaet peOénka! [Taxxe mobequs, mobeabl He 3aC/TyKUBAEIb, a YK TeM 00jiee YMyIPUThCS CHITPATh
BHHUYBI0? YeMy Bac TOJIbKO goMa y4daT? Tebe He CTHIOHO?

— Himenno, umenHo! — Taub do yxKe O6b110 cobpasics MpomonkKaTh KUBaTh, KaK BAPYT [0 HETO OIIJIO.
Hapmys mieku, oH 00MKEHHO YCTABUIICS Ha IecToro 6paria: eMy u 6e3 TOro TSKeJo JaBajoCh
CMHPHUTHCS CO CBOMM HEBBHICOKMM POCTOM, @ 3TOT THUII IIPOMAOJIKAJI IaBUTh Ha OonbHOEe: — Bparerir... He
3aMKaicsa IpPo MOM POCT...

JIn Xya 3anuiicst KpacKou ¥ MallliHAIbHO Opocu B3I Ha TsaHb S0, HO, 3aMeTHB Ha TOM
abCoITIOTHO PABHOMAYIITHOE BRIPAXKEHUe JIMIlA, TOYYBCTBOBAJI, KAK Cep/lle YXOOUT B MSTKH.

OH U He TIOJI03PEBAJI, YTO B 3Ty caMyi0 MUHYTY TsHb 510 OB TOTOB COOCTBEHHOPYYHO 3aKO0/I0Th JIu
Csi0 Me4oM, nabwl ©30aBUTHCS OT UCTOUHHMKA Oymymux Oefl.

Tsub Jle ¢ HemoyMeHUEM MTOKOCUIICS Ha TsHB 50, pe3K0 IMOBEPHYJICS K 0CTOIOEHEBIINM CTPaKHUKAM
U PSIBKHYIT:

— Yero croute cronbamu? 2KuBO YBOJIOKUTE €T0!



CTpaXHUKH TYT XKe IPOCUSIIYN JTULIaMH, TOOXBATUIIY IIJIEHHUKA MO PYKU U OPOCUTTKCh HAYTEK. [ Msaas
Ha JIu Cs10 B3TJIIIOM CTEIIHBEIX BOJIKOB, YCMOTPEBIIUX JOOBIYY, OHU OBIJIM Pagbl HAKOHEI OTOMCTHUTE U

BLIMECTUTD 37I0CTh 3a ITOCTPafaBUINX TOBapHuile. OT OOHOM 3TOM MBICJIM WX IIaTW CTaIy ellle INUpe, U
BCKOpe OHU 1o6exKalu, CTPEMUTENIHHO PACTBOPUBIINCEH BOATIH.

B 3acThIBIIEH THINMHE PA3HOCHUJICS JIUINDb MAaHUYECKUM, YXOOSIIUM BCE manbiie Kpuk JIu Cso,
3BYYaBIIHH B BO3yXe HEBRHIPA3UMO KYTKO.

Ha ceppre y JIu Xya 11oxXoonesno, ¥ eMy 0CTaBaJioCh JIUIIh CXKaTh 3y0bl, pa3BEPHYTHCS U IIOCIIEIIHO
yoanuThcs. [10xoxke, eIMHCTBEHHEIM BEIXOJOM TeTeph OBIII0 TPOCUTE OTLA 06paTUThCs K Mnepatopy
C MOJIB0OM 0 MIJIOCEPIUH.

Heyxenu cerogHs Ha Hero HaBeynu nopuy? Ilouemy BCE BamUTCS U3 PYK?

OH 1o 6onu cxkas 3yObl, TOTOBHIM PA3rPHI3Th UX OT JIIOTOM 310cTH. TsHb fo! Ax ThI, rag! Kakyio xe
IIaKOCTh THI Ha 9TOT pa3 3aTeBaellb?!

Bups, xak Jlu Xya o6noman 3y0rl, a JIu Cso uCIIUT TOPBKYIO Yally [0 fHa, TsaHb Jle ucneitan
BeJIMyaiinee JTUKOBAHKE U TOTOB ObIJI pa3pa3uThCsl 0e3yaepKHBIM X0X0TOM NIPSIMO [IOCPENHX yIIUIEL.

TsHb {0 HEOTPHIBHO CMOTPEN Ha yAaNAIomyocs QUrypy pa3bsapeHHoro JIu Xya, 4yBCTBYSI CMyTHYIO
yTpaty: Teneph-To... C HUIM TOYHO BCE KOHUEHO...

Tsub 0 pE3KO OTTONKHYJICS HOraMu U 6pocusics B 00bsTus TsHb H0, M0NM0KKUB MOAO0POAOK eMy Ha
ne4o. [TpuiypuBIINUCh OT YIBIOKY, OH IIPOU3HEC:

— JleBaThIM OpaTel, CTyXy CHAPYXKH U BIpaBay AryT! f xKe roBopurl, ¢ 4ero 6bl TeOe IPUTISTHYTHCS
TaKOMY 4Y€eJIOBEKY?

— M-mM... — Tanb fo, ©3Be4HO U30€eraBUINi U3NUIIHIX TEJIECHBIX KOHTAKTOB C OKPYXKaIOIIKUMHY,
IIOHa4aly MHCTUHKTUBHO XOTeJl OTIIUXHYTh 3Ty HAa30MIKUBYI0 OaHHYIO )XBa4Ky, HO, CIIy4aliHO 3aMeTHUB
Ha pyke TsHb 510 CHHAKY U CCAAUHBI, IOYYBCTBOBAJI, KaK CEP/lEe B I'PYAX CaMyI0 MaJIOCTh
CcMATYUIIOCh. OH MOCNYIIHO U KPEIKO IIPUXKaJjl MaJb4yUIIKY K TPYOU U HEOmpPeneIeHHO XMbIKHYII.

Tsaub Jle mocmoTpen Ha TsaHb f0, ¥ B3TJIA €ro clerka IoTelen:

— Ou!

TsHb 0 6pocur Ha Hero KOPOTKUY B3TJISH, HO IIPOMOTYal.

— Tomnbko He 3&6Hy}KﬂaﬁCH, CeromHS s IoMoras BoBce He Tebe. — JIuIo ero IIOKPAaCHEJIO, XU OH OTBET
T'Jla3a B CTOPOHY.



— 3Hato. — TsHb 0 HeMHOTO MoHab0an 3a HUM, €fIBa 3aMETHO KUBHYII ¥ TIOYYBCTBOBAJ
BHYTpeHHee o0neryenue. [Toxanmyi, «TBepmono0sii 6apaH ¢ MATKUM CEPOIIEM» — 3TO KakK pa3 IIpo
Hero?

— 91! UTo 3HAYUT 3TO TBOE «3Hai0»? — TsHb Jle BHOBb B30eleHUICs. — Thl 4TO, HOOPEIe HaMepeHus
3a OCIMHBIE IEYEHKU IPUHUMAEIb?

— Pa3Be ThHI caM He TOBOPUJI, YTO IToMoraj He MHe? Konu Tak, OTKyHa B3sThCS HOOPHM HaMepeHUsiM?
— HaCTpOEeHMe BHE3AIHO yIy4YLIUJIOChk, ¥ TsHb 0 pelms noaapa3HuTh ero.

— ... ma ThL... — muuo T Jle onaTh 3a/IMI0Ch KPACKOU, OH 3aUKaJsICd U He MOT BEIMOJIBUTH HU
CToBa.

Tsauab H0 3anuncsa CUSIONIAM, COTHEYHBIM CMEXOM:

— Ilecroit GpaTtel] cMyTHIICS!

— AX THI TapIIuBeI! — JIKUI0 TOKPACHEJIO [0 TAaKOH CTEIIeHM, YTO KAa3aJIoCh TOTOBLIM ITIOCHHETh. TIHb
Jle TyT Xe CMEHWII IIeJib ¥ CBUPEIIO 3aCy4HsI PyKaBa, COOMPasick GPOCUTHCS B GOI.

— Bormpiie He Oyny, He Oymy! — Bups, 4To OpaTel rOTOB BIIACTh B IPOCTH OT CThIfa, TSAHB fo
6r1aropasyMHO CMeHHUJI TeMy: — [leBAThIi OpaTell, Mbl IIPUIIJIK CIOfa CIIeaNbHO Pa3biCKaTh TeO0S.

— 3aueM? — 3aMeTHB Ha JINIle MaJIbYMINKY 3araJoyHoe BEIPpazKeHue, Tsaup 40 MOMEHTaNIbLHO
3aHTEpPeCOBalICs.

— Pa3Be Tebe He X04eTCs B3TNIIHYTh Ha OymyIyo KHATUHIO [1siToro 6paTia?

— TrI X0ouenb CKa3aThb...

— JTaBaii-Ka BTPOEM TaWKOM COEXUM U3 JBOPIia!
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