EnBa mepecTymuB OpOT, OH YBU[EI CTPONHYI0 QUTYPY, CUAEBINYIO0 Y KPOBATH U C pa3gpakeHueM
TEePEOUBIYI0 OKOBHI Ha 3aISCThIX.

— Xya, THI pocHycs? — TsHb 10 YCKOPHMII IIar 1, UCIBITHIBAS KAJIOCTh, CXKaJl 3aMsICThe MYXKUUHEHI,
IOKpacHa CTEPTOE IETISIMHU.

JIn Xya 6e3 MUIIHUX IBUKEHUHM BEICBOOOMMI PYKY:

— IMoyemy THI pUIIEN? MSATEXKHUKY yKE ITPOPBAJIU 3aCTaBHI?

Tsub 0 03apu MU0 MATKOM YIIEIOKOM:

— Bcé B mopsigke, He 0 YeM GECITOKOUTHCS.

— A Mot mymagmmumi 6pat? C HEM BCE XOPOIIO?

Bo Barnsame Tsaub Ao MEJIBKHYJIO CKPBITOE OMpPAa4Y€HNe, U OH, C2KaB SYGBI, BBEITABHII:

— JIu Cs0... ¢ HUM BCE XOpOIIIO.

Ho ero kpemko cxaThle KyJIaKy He YKPBIIHCh OT OCTPOTro B3risaa JIu Xya.

— Co MHO¥ THI MOZKEIIIb IIOCTYTaTh KaK YTOMHO, HO ero Tebe TporaTh 3amperieHo! — UCIyTraBUIuCh,
JIn Xya CcXBaTHJI €T0 3a PYKY ¥ yMOJISIOIe IToKaydas rojoBoi. OT 0XBaTUBIIET0 €eT0 BOITHEHHUS
IpoxKallye KOHYHUKH IaJIblieB BIUJIKChH B IIJIOTh, OCTaBIAS OJIeMHBEIe KPOBABhLIE I[apAITHHEL.

— ...91 He Tpony ero. — TgHb {0, Ka3anoch, BOBCE HE 3aMevall paH, B YIIOpP IS Ha HETO.
O6xkuraroliee YyBCTBO B ero ria3ax 601e3HeHHO pe3anyno Jlu Xya.

JIn Xya CMyIIEHHO OTBEJI B3TJIAM U 3aMoJTdall.

— MHe nopa untu. — Bupg, yto JIu Xya BoBCe He HaCTPOEH IIPOJOJIXKaTh pa3rosop, TsaHs o ¢
JIETKUM pa304yapoBaHMUEM ITONHSJICS Ha HOTH ¥ CTPSAXHYJI IIbIJIb CO CBOMX POCKOIIHBIX ONESHUMN.

B 9TOT MOMEHT cTpoiiHas purypa GeCIIyMHO CKOJIb3HYJIa B IIOKOU.

— KT0 TaM? — HAaCTOpPOKEHHO BHITAIIUB MeY, TSHb 210 OCBETUI U0 BOIIeAIIero 671eCKoM
cepebpucToro KinuHKa: co60MuHEIe OPOBU, 3BE3AYATHIE TJ1a3a, MPSIMOM HOC U UYyTh ONyIIeHHEIe
YTOJIKH TYO.



— Himmepatop, 970 . — TOH Npo3Bydasl IPUBEIYHO 6€CCTPACTHO.

— CuH E? — Tanp {0 X0IOOHO IPUILYPUIICH.

— JlBa MalleHbKUX IIPpUHIIA KAalIpDU3HUYalO0T, Tpe6y1-OT Bac.

— O? — Barnapg Tsaap 0 HEMHOT0 CMATYUIICSA. — YTO OHU Ha 3TOT pa3 yayMaiu?

JIu Xya cMOTpeI, KaK 3Ta ropaeauBas GuUrypa ymanseTcs BCé manblile, ¥ B €ro AyILIe YTO-TO
HEYJI0BUMO HaMJIaMbIBaJIOCh.

Ecnu u cyIecTBoBall BO BCEM MUpe KT0-To, KpoMe JIu Xya, criocoOHBIN pacTonuTh cepplle TsaHb o,
TaK 9TO T€ OBOUX MaJbIIeH-0T1M3HEeI0B, KOTOPHIM eiBa UCIIOTHUIIOCH 10 TPU rofa — TsHb JISHb U
Tsaub Xya.

PapmocTHO XxuxuKasi, MajleHbKHe IIPUHITE HEYK/II0XKe CEMEHUIM Ha KOPOTKUX HOXKKaX U, of0exKas,
BIENIUIUCH B HOTU TgHBb H0. X mogHSTEIe BBEPX ONUHAKOBHIE KPYTJIble INUUKK pPaCKpacHEeNUCh, a
IMIEKU OBINTM MUCIIaYKaHHI I'PSA3BIO0.

— HMMmmepaTop-oTer~~

BHe3amHo 4T0-TO BCIOMHUB, TSHb 0 3aMe]p, U TOJIBKO 4YTO IMOABUBIIIAACS YJ'IBI6Ka MTI'HOBEHHO YB4JIaA.

— Cun E!

— 4 3mecs.

— Ipuka3biBaio Tebe HEMe/JIEHHO BbIBe3TH VIMIlepaTpuIly U MaJleHbKUX IIPHUHIIEB U3 IBOPIIA.

— ...Cnymatocs! — B 6e3m0HHEIX Y€pHBIX I71a3ax CuH E MebKHYJIIO CII0KHOE BHIpaXKeHUe.

Taub do OIIYCTHUJICA Ha KOJIEHHU U IIOTPEIIall MaJIbYMKOB I10 I'OJIOBKaM:

— Cettyac CuH E 0TBE3ET Bac B Apyroe MecTo, Tie Bbl CMOXKETE IOUTPaTh. ByObTe IOCTYLUIHEIMU U
CHyIIaiTeCch UMIEPATPUIY-MaTh, TagHO?

— A umnepartop-oten? — TsaHb JISHE B HeOyMEHUH [IOAHS TOJIOBY, He MUTad I'/isAasa Ha TaHb fo
CBOMMM OOMBITUMHU KPYTITIHIMU TJIa3aMH.

— HMHepaTOp-OTeH O4Y€Hb 3aHAT, OH HE CMOZKET I10€XaTk.



— Ecnu umnepartop-oTel He moefeT, JISHb-9p Toke HUKyHa He mouaéet! — TsHb JISHb HAamgys MyXJIse
IEYKU U TTPOU3HEC 3TO JETCKUM, HEKHBIM I'OJIOCKOM.

— Ecnu umnepartop-oTel He moefeT, Xya-3p ToXKe He X04eT exaTh, — 3aMaxaJll rojoBoi TsaHb Xya,
CJIOBHO IIOTPEMYIIKOMN.

— B&I uTO, GOJIBIIIE HE CIIyIIaeTech UMIepaTopa-oTua? — TAHb 0 clierka moMpayvHes, HO
IIOCTapasiCsi CMITYUTD rojioc: — [TocnyinaiiTe, OTell 3aKOHYUT Aejla U Cpa3y Ke IPUAET K BaM.

MarneHbKHeE TPUHITE CKJIOHUIIM T'0JIOBB HAOOK M HOJTO 0 YEM-TO JyMaJlu, Ipexkae YyeM HeyBepeHHO
KUBHYTh, OYOTO MOHSIIH.

— HiMmepaTop, cTapiuero mpuHila 1 HaciegHOTo IpuHIA TOXKe He Hy>KHO 3BaKyupoBaTh? — IOHa
rosioc Cun E.

— Ouu... — Tanab do HaxMypuics u xojaoaHo 6pocun Ha CuH E B3rnsan: — Brigenu mapy BepHBIX
BOMHOB [IJIS1 OXPaHHBI, TBOE BMEIIaTEILCTBO HE TpebyeTcs.

— CJIYHIaI-OCB, Balll CJIyTra IIOHSII.

Braneke BHe3allHO pa3fasuch 00eBble KIIUYK U PE3KUI JISI3T OpyXKHUS.

Tax 6bicTpo! TsHbL 0 BCTPEBOKUICS, BIMaXHYJI PyKaBOM U IOCIENINI 06paTHO B TPOHHEIM 3al.

EnBa IMepecCTyIIuB II0POT, OH CPa3y Ke 3aMEeTHII B 3aJie HECKOJIbKO 3HAKOMEIX JIMII.

— Xa... Bor kak, 9T0 1 BupaBay Be. — Berno oKuHYB uXx B3rIAA0M, TSHB 0 cpa3y BCE MOHAT.
Hageproe, TyT cobpanack HENOAb OKOJIO COTHHU YeJIOBEK, U 3TO, CY/As II0 BCEMY, JIUIIb IIePEeI0BOM
otpsn. OH 3appasn nmoabopOAOK U TOPAO IIarHy/ B 3ay1: — Moii mectoi 6paT, o! ¥ omuHHaAIATHINA
MJIafiinii 6paTel ToXKe 37eCk.

9TOT HaCMEIITUBLIM TOH 00 0e10T0 KaJeHus HOBEN CTOSBIIETr0 BO IJIaBeé MOJIOAOTO IIOJIKOBOAIIA, JTUII0
KOTOPOTI'0O I103€eJIEHEIIO:

— Kakoii 51 Tebe mrecToit 6pat! BemoBonocki feMoH!

— XBaTtut 607ITaTh C 3TUM YOIIOIKOM, ITPOCTO yOerTe ero! — JIMI0 APyroro BoeHava IbHUKA,
CTOSIBILIETO PSIIOM, TOXKEe IOKPHIIOCH CUHEBOM. — THI eI11é TOMHHUINb MeHs? f IPHUINE B3BICKATh JOJIT
3a XXU3HU ABYXCOT COPOAMYEH MOero KiaHa JIo, KOTOPBIX ThI Tpefajl My4YUuTEIbHON CMepTH!

— Ti1, a THI e11€ KTO TaKOu? — C mpe3peHueM ormsnen ero Tsaub Jo. — C 4ero ThHI B35JI, YTO POBHS



MHE 1 CMOXKeIllb MEHA Y6I/ITB?

— Ax thi! 4 JIo 2KaHb, TIOCMOTPHUM, [OJITO JIX THI €II[€ CMOKEIIb CKaNmuThCsi! — B THeBe JIo 2KaHb
BBIXBATHUJI MeY.

— IlomoxauTe, — MOAan rojoc MojT4a CTOSIBIINM B CTOPOHE OBIBIIMY OMUHHAAUATHIA IpuHI TsaHb JIu,
IBITAsICh UX OCTAHOBUTL. — JIydllle OCTaBbTe €ro B KUBLIX, 3aCTaBbTE CIIEPBa OTHATh UMIIEPATOPCKYIO
nevyaTth, a yOUTh HUKOI'TIa He TT03[HO.

He ycnen Jlo ZKanb 0TBEeTUTH, KakK TgHb S0 IPE3PUTEIBHO PacCMesJICA:

— Hactosmuii Tpyc. Tel gyMaelns, 51 oTnaM Tebe mevyats? YTo 3a HecObITOUHBIE MeuTHl! Kakoe
c4YacThe, YTO TBOSI UMIlepaTpulla-MaTh He BUOUT, IO KAKOr0 MaJIOAYIINS Thl CKAQTUJICH.

[Tpu MbIcniu 00 UMIIEpATPHUIle-MaTePH, MaBIlIei OT PYK XKECTOKOT'0 TUpaHa, 3padyku TsaHb JIU pe3Ko
CY3UJIUCh.

— Tol 3a1Ien1 CIUIIKOM faneKko! — BHIBIINY 1IeCTOU IPUHL, a HEIHE BCETO0 JINIIb CChIIbHBIN
npecTynHuK TsHb Jle pacCBUpENeN Tak, YTO BOJIOCH BCTAJU [AbIOOM, U BEIXBaTHII Med. — Bce BOUHBI,
crymiay Moy npuka3! 2KWBBEIM UIM MEPTBBEIM, TOT, KTO CXBATHUT 3TOro nca-MiMmeparopa, IOIy4duT
BBHICIIWY TUTYJI U 3eMu!

Jluna BcexX IPUCYTCTBYIOUINX 3aTOPEIUCh alT4HBIM 011eCKOM. HeCKOIbKO CMenb4aKoB C JI513r0M
BBITALIUIN KITUHKY U OpOCUIUCh Briepéen. [1omydyuTh TUTYI U BlIaileHus... YTO 9TO 3HAYUT? B
HacyencTBeHHOM 'ocynapcTtBe Benoro Turpa aTo 03Ha4aso, YTO UX TOTOMKY OYAYT BEYHO
HacJIaXXaaThCs CIaBOM U MOYeCTIMHu!

Tsub 0 Tpe3puTenbHO HCKPUBUII I'YOBI, CBEPKHYJIO HECKOIBKO MOJTHUEHOCHBIX BCIIHIIIEK Me4Ya — U
T'OJIOBBI CMeJIbYaKOB, BCE ellle XPaHUBIIKNX Ha JTUIIaX BOCTOPXKEHHEIE YIBIOKH, CO CTYKOM IIOKATHUIKCh
110 TIOJTY, SIBJISISE COOO0M HEBRIPA3UMO KYTKOE 3pPEeJIHIIe.

Te, KTO efBa He moAmascs BceobiuremMy 0e3yMui0, pe3K0 0CTaHOBUNIKMCL. OHU Belb COBCEM 3a0BINTH, YTO
CTOSIBIIIMY TTepe[ HUMHU 4eJI0BEeK BOBCE He Tak Cjal, KaK KaXkeTCsl Ha IMepPBHIM BITIAN; Oyny4du OMHUM
13 [IeCTH BeTUKUX 002KeCTBEHHHIX IIOJIKOBOMAIIEB KOHTHHEHTa, KpoBaBwiit bewlit [JeMOH — Haieko He
TOT IMIPOTUBHUK, C KOTOPHIM UM II0 CUJIaM TSTaThCH.

B 3ane MrHOBEHHO BOIIapHJIOCH HaHpH}KéHHOG MOJI4YaHHe.

Tpoe MOJIOABIX TIOJIKOBOALIEB PACTEPSAHHO MIEPETIAHYINCh. YTO Xe Teneps OesaTh?

— Xa-xa-xa! ['ocrioa, He ctouT 6ecrnokouthest! Y mens, JIu Cso, ecTs Beixon! — Pa3mancs 6e3yMHbIH
CMeX, ¥ Tepe[ HUMHU BO3HUKIIA elll€ ogHa GUrypa.



— JIu Cs0! — rnasa Jlo ZKaHs IpKO BCIIBIXHYIIN.

B y3kux X00gHEIX ri1a3ax TsaHb 10 MEeIbKHYJIO0 CII02KHOE YYBCTBO.

— JIu Cso0, u Kakou ke y Te0s Boxon? — TsHb JIu SBHO HE HOBEPSI 9TOMY ITOBEPXHOCTHOMY U
HarjaoMy THITY.

— A BOT 3TOT... — JIuto JIu Cs0 uCKa3uI0Ch OT Ype3MepHoro Bo30yxkaeHus. OH gocTan U3 KapMaHa
OyMaxKHBEIM CBEPTOK X OCTOPOKHO IIOJKET €ro C MOMOIIBI0 KDEMHS.

[To mpoCcTOpPHOMY 3aJTy MTHOBEHHO PACIPOCTPAHUIICS C1a0bli, TYCTON ¥ IPUTOPHO-CIAAKUH apoMaTt.

CnoxuB pyKH 3a cuuHo, TsHb 510 X010gHO HabGI0#as 3a MPOUCXOASIIUM, MBICTIIMU HaCMeXasiCh Hafl
HUMU. [TomoOHEIN 671TarOBOHHBIN OBIM MOXKHO OBIIO BCTPETUTH IIOBCIOAY B JII000OM OBOPIE — OOBIYHOE
CHOTBOPHOE, He Oonee. [[719 HETO, IPUBHIKIIETO K SiIaM U apoMaTaM C MaJIbX JIET, OHO He BO3BIMEJIO
OBl HM MaseuIero sahdexra.

Tsub JIu u Tsub Jle, BRIPOCIIME BO OBOPIIE C MEJIEHOK, HAXMYPHUJIIHACH:

— JT0 Xe 00BIYHOe JIaHLCKOoe Os1aroBoHue... Kakoe meicTsre 0HO MOXKET Ha HEero oka3aTh?

JIu Cs10 6€3yMHO PacCMesICs:

— Xa-xa-xa, Bl XKe Hu4ero He 3HaeTe! CyllecTByeT OfHa TalHas TEXHUKA: €CJIU CMeIIaTh JIaHbCKOe
671aroBoHME C SAOM MU[Y, YeJIOBEK IOTHOCTHIO JINIIUTCS BCEX CUJI ¥ CTAHET cjabee TPEXTIETHETO
pebénka!

An muny? Taub o mpe3puTenbHO YCMeXHYICs. Pa3ymMeeTcs, OH 3HaJ, 4YTO TaKOe MUY — 3TO I'PUbOK,
KOTOPBIY HAUMHAET PaCTHU B Tejle YeJIoBeKa, CTOUThL eMY JIUIIb COIPUKOCHYTHCS € KpPoBbIO. Ho... Kak
3[ech MOT HAaUTHCh KTO-TO, CIIOCOOHBIM TOogo0paThCs K HEMY HACTOIBKO OJIM3K0, YTOOH 3aCTaBUTh €T0
IIPOJIUTH KPOBB?

OpHako IoCTeIeHHo ynbbKa ucyessa ¢ ero nauia. OH BAPYT MIOYYBCTBOBAJI, KaK BCE CUJIBI IIOKUAAIOT
€ro TeJjlo, PacCTBOPSSACH C IyTrarollel OBICTPOTOM, a MBIIIIIH ITPEBPAIAIOTCS B BaTy.

— KxMm... Kak Takoe B0O3MOXKHO! — BriepBrle B XKU3HU OH OILIYTUJI IIPUCTYI ITaHUKU — KUBOTHBIN
CTpax nepep TeM, YTO CUTYalUs IOJTHOCTHIO BBIIIIA U3-TIOf €T0 KOHTPOJIS.
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