Yy E He o0paTui BHUMaHUS Ha exXuOHBN cMex CucteMel. OH OTBEJT B3I OT MEOHOTO 3epKaja H,
IOBUTAsICh BeChMa Me[IJIEHHO, OIIYCTUJICS Ha Pe3HOM CTYJI U3 I'PYIIEBOT0 JIepeBa:

— Croans 4.
B KoMHaTe, I7ie 10 3TOT0 OH HaXOMUJICS OOUH, U3 HUOTKYHa BOZHUK MYXKYMHA B YePHOM, Ybe JIUIIO0
CKphIBasia Macka. OH omyctuscs nepen Uy E Ha KoJleHU U, CKJIOHUB T'OJIOBY, TUXO OTO3BAJIC:

— TI'ocmoguH.

— [logHUMU TOJIOBY.

CroaHb { Ha MrHOBeHUE 3aMep. TakKuM, KakK OH — TEHEBEIM CTpaXKaM, KUBYIIUM BO TbME, — He
10JIarajoCh CMOTPETH B I'Jla3a TOCIOAUHY, HO 110 IPUKa3y X03g1MHa OH IOCIYLIHO IOAHSII JIUIIO.

Yy E mMonya pa3rnsaasBai ero. Ero B3rsg npukoBaja Macka: OObIYHBIM MaTepHa, HO CIIOXKHbIN
y30p, HallOMUHAIOIINI PacIyCKalOMUNC IBETOK, CJIOBHO IIPpOpacTas U3 IyOuHbEl TEMHBIX,
0e3MOHHBIX T'7Ia3 MyXKYMHEI, PACcI0o3asch 10 BCEMY JIULLY.

Ewe Gosblile TPUKOBLIBAIM BHUMaHUe ri1a3a Cioanb 4. [laxke Oyoyyu eUHCTBEHHOM BUTUMON
YaCThIO JINIIA, TTOf IPUYYIIUBEIMU JIMHUSIMU MaCKU OHU Ka3aJIUCh 3aBEPIIAIOIUM IITPUXOM,
IIPUIAIOLINM er0 MEPTBEHHOMY CIIOKOUCTBHUIO ellle 60jiee 3710BELUM OTTEHOK.

Kakoi KpacuBhIl, 3Ta MackKa.

— OH ToXKe 11eJTb TBOEH MOAIOCTH. KaK TONMHKO CETOMHSIITHUMN CIOKET 3aBePIIUTCS, Yepe3 TPH [HS ThI
3acKydaelllb ¥ PEIIUIb MOUTrpaTh C HUM, — Iofaja ronoc CucreMa. — B opuruHanbHOM CIOXKETE THI
IEeNCTBUTEILHO JOOUIICS CBOET0, HO MECSI] CITyCTSI B HETO C IIEPBOTO B3TJISiAa BIIIOOUTCS TBOU TPETUU
Opat, Oymymuii uMmepaTop. M u3-3a ero HEYUCTOTH TBOETO OpaTa XKOeT MyYUTETbHBIN U
Ayliepa3auparolyii poMmas!

Y Uy E mepHycs yroJjioK pTa, ¥ BCAKOE XKejlaHue n1060BaThCs MaCKOW TYT XKe IIPOoIario.

— O, kcratu! — CructeMa He IpeMUHYJIa HaHECTU KOHTPOJIbHBIM yaap. — TOT caMBI UMIIepaTop,
KOTOPOr'0 TH B OyayIiem Oymelb Apa3HUTh, X €CTh TBOM TpeTuu Opar.

Yy E: ...

Kakoii ke TBI HEerogsu, IPOCTO CJIOB HET!

Croanb { xpaHuUI MOT4YaHUE, HO YIIOBUII IEPEMEHY B HACTPOEHUH rocrmoauHa. [IycTh efjBa 3aMeTHYIO,
HO OH, 06J1afast OCTPLIM YyTheM, BCe Ke ee PacIo3Hall.



On IMOYYBCTBOBAJI, YTO I'OCIIOOWH, KaZK€ETCs, PaCCEPOUIICH. IITuHHEIE PEeCHUIIBI Croansp A OPOTrHyJIHk, 1
OH Ha4aJl TUX0PagdO4dHO Hepe6I/IpaTb B IIaMsITH, 9€M MOT BBI3BATh HEJOBOJIBCTBO XO03dMWHA.

Hert, BO3M0XKHO, [1eJI0 HE B HEM CaMOM, a B KOM-TO JPYTOM WJIM B 4EM-TO MHOM. ['ocrionus Bcerga Obin
TAKUM: TIEPEMEHYUBEIM, HETIPEICKAa3yeMBIM, IeHCTBYIOIIUM BOIIPEKH BCSIKOM JIOTMKE, OTYETO ET0
IIOMBICJIBI OCTaBaIUCh HEIIOCTUKUMBIMH.

Ho kaxoi 6bI HU OblJla TPUYUHA, €CJIU TOCIIOAUH PemuT o0pymuTh rHeB, CioaHb {1 00513aH 3TO
TIPUHSTE.

[ToToMy 4TO OH — TEHEBOW CTPaXK, POXKAEHHHIH ¢ co0aubel cynbO0H, Ybsi eMMHCTBEHHAS 1€JTb XKU3HU
— CIIyKeHHUe X034uHy. ['0CTIONUH BIAaCTBYET Haf ero KU3HbI0 U CMEPTHIO, ¥ €CJIU TOCIIOOUH
IpukaxeT ymepeTs, CroaHb f UCIOIHUT 3TO.

Yy E noTtep nepeHoCully, 4yBCTBYs, KakK B ¥ 6€3 TOr0 CHABIEHHOU IPYAY CTAHOBUTCS ellle TSXKesee
[BIIATh. XOPOIIO XOTh, Pa3 CIOXKET ellle He 3aBepllleH, OH He OTIIPABUTCS Ha TOT CBET PaHbIIIe
BpPEMEHU.

On IepeBesl ObIXaHue U CIIPOCHUII:

— Kak mpopBuraeTcst To, 4TO 5 mopyuui tebe Buepa?

CroaHb {4 OmyCTuII rja3a ¥ OTBETUI YETKO:

— JloknaasiBaio T'OCIIOJUHY, {1 UCIIOJTHHUII Ballle PACIIOPAKEHNE U IIepedall UM OEeHbI'U. Cerogas
HOYbBI0O OHH 6YHYT XKOaTh BaC B IIaBUJILOHE XYH‘ISHB.

[TaBunbOH XyHY9Hb — y2Ke 10 Ha3BaHUIO OBIJIO ICHO, YTO 3TO 3a MECTO.

Xots Yy E Bcelt mymiou poOTUBUIICSA 3TOMY, EMY BCe XKe IIPUIIIOCH CIef0BaTh CloxXeTy. Henb3sa ke
JIUIIATHCS 3apIjiaThl, @ pa3 YK OPUTHUHAJ Yepe3 TPU rofia HOIKeH ObUT 0TaTh KOHIIEI, 3TO BIIOJIHE
COBIIQMIaJIO C ero COOCTBEHHBIMHU XeJIaHUSMU.

— B XyHu3HS g He noeny, — Yy E Buirnsagen yromneHHsIM. — [IpuBenu ux B IOMECTHE.

Croans { Ha yguBieHUE 3aMeIlKaJCs.

Yy E copocurn ero:

— YTo Takoe?

— Botocs, cynpyr L3u Iy OymeT mpoTuB.



Yy E 3amep. OH BAOPYT BCIIOMHUII, YTO Y OPUTHHAJA €CTh CYIPYT, KOTOPOT'0 TOT OXMYPHJI BO BPeMs
CBOMX CTPAHCTBUH 1o LI3ssHHaHK. Torga OpUruHAa, IPEeIbCTUBIINCH KPACOTOM, CHITIAJT CIagKUMU
pedamu, obelasn 3Be3abl ¢ HeOa, YyTh M He BEChb MUP I'OTOB OBII IIOJIOKHUTH K HOTaM!

Ho opurunasn ObUI IOOOHKOM 10 MO3Ta KOCTeH: He MPOIIJI0 ¥ MecsIa, KaK OH OCThUI. JIFoOuI OH
CTPACTHO, HO ¥ 6pocan Tak ke pemmwmTenbHo. OgHako cynpyr L3u Iy okasaics 4eaoBeKoM C
XBaTKOM. [Ipyrux OpUTrHHAI II0CJIe Pa3phiBa BHIIIBEIPUBAJI BOH, @ 9TOT YMYOPUIICS BOUTHU B
KHSI2KECKHUI JOM B CTaTyce CYyIpyra ¥ Jaxe YXUTPSJICS CJIeTKa IOMbIKaTh OPUTHUHAJIOM.

Cynpyr L3u Illy 6511 BemukogyuieH. OH TOBOPHJI, YTO B ONMHOYECTBE CKUTAJICS 110 CBETY, HE UMes
OTIOPHI, U JIUIIIb KHSI3b OTHECCSI K HEMY UCKPEHHE — MaXKe 9TUX HECKOJIbKUX IHeH OBIJI0 JOCTATOYHO.
KH3b, MOJI, 110 HaType BOJIbHBIN OpeJl, POXKAEHHBIU [J1s I10JIeTa, II09TOMY OH He IIPOCUT
VCKJTIOYUTENIbHOU JTI00BHU, UL 00 OMHOM YCJIOBUM — He IIPUBOOUTE IPYTUX B IOM.

OpwuruHas, yCIbIIaB MoXBajay U 00ellaHus He MeIIaTh er0 Pa3TyIbHOM KU3HY, TYT Ke cMaruuiics. K
TOMY K€ B TO BpEMS UMIIEPATOP X UMIIepaTpulla KaK pa3 IOALICKUBAIKM eMy HEBECTY U3 3HAaTHOT'O
pofa, a U3-3a ero AyPHOU CIaBbl HUKTO He XOTeJl UATH 3a Hero 3aMyX. [la 1 caM OH 0OJIbIle BCETO
6osinicsa oKoB Opaka. B uTore OH COTJIacUICS OCTaBUThL CYIpyra U moxaiosas eMy Tutyn L[3u ly.

Yy E maxmypuincs. CucteMa roBopuia, 4To HacTosee uMs cynpyra L3u Iy — 113u 0iix3, u oH
MYyX4UHA.

B 3TOM Mupe ogHOTIONbEIEe CBSA3M ObINIM B IMOPSKE Belllel, ¥ XKeHnuTh0a Ha MyK4YKWHe He Obljla 4eM-TO
13 psifia BOH BHIXOMASIIMM — HaXKe y ero «0TIja-uMIepaTopa» ObII0 IBa GhaBoOpUTa.

ViMmepaTop ¥ UMIlepaTpullia Ay He Yasiiau B OpUTHHAJE, U faxe 3Hasl, YTO OH UM He POIHOMH,
HUKOTHA He 00MKau, a BUOS ero KejJaHus, IPOCTO MTOTaKalu eMy. B KOHIle KOHIIOB, JKUTh EMY
0CTaBaJIOCh HEMIO/ITO, TaK YTO IIyCTh pafyeTcs — HEeYAUBUTENIbHO, YTO OPUTUHAJ TakK oOHaresn!

A cympyr Li3u Illy... oH xe Tak cunbHO ero mobut, Uy E ceituac pacmnayercs!

— JlagHO, — B KOHIIe KOHIIOB IolIes Ha nongaTHyio Yy E. — [loiipels cerogHs o MHOM.

I'pex, Kakou rpex, npoctu MeHs, cynpyr Li3u Ily. [IycTs 4 1 Iy1ady OT KaJI0CTH, HO 9TOT KII0UYEBOU
CIOJKETHBIM MOMEHT 51 00513aH MPOUTH !

ThI YK TIOTEPIH €llle TPU T'0fia, a KaK 5 yMpPy — BCE HACIEACTBO AOCTaHeTcs Tebe!

CroaHb 1 peleHue rocrnofrHa He YIUBUIIO, OH CKJIOHUII TOJIOBY:

— Cnyumarocs.

Yy E Maxuyn pykou:



— Crymnan.

— Cnyumarocs.

Xots nmuna Croans 4 G0 He pasrnsaneTs, Uy E mokasamoch, 4TO TOT ClleTKa pacciabuics, CJI0BHO
TIePeKUJI CMEePTEIBHYIO0 OTAaCHOCTh. A KOTHa OH B3TJIsIHYJ CHOBa, CioaHb 4 yKe ucye3 B TEMHOTE.

‘{y E He yoepxKaiicsa OT J'IIOGOHBITCTB&, Orjsgaen CTPOIInuiia, HO HA TeHHU, HU HaM€Ka Ha IIPUCYTCTBHE
CTpaXa He HallleJl. Croanb  ucues 6eccne11Ho.

YnuBuTEennHO.

TMouckas ero euie HemHoro, Yy E cuancs u, TeHWBO IepeBe/s B3TJISAM, T03Ball CIyXKaHKY,
MeXKyPUBIIYIO 3a IBEPHIO.

— Bamre BricouecTBo.

Cnyxanka Ovlia xopotia co00i, TOBOpUJIa MITKO ¥ TIOKOPHO. PAIOM C OPUTHHAJIOM JE€UCTBUTENIBHO
He 0CTaBaJIOCh HUKOT'O YPOXJIUBOTO.

Opuako Yy E He OB OpUTHHATIOM U He CTajl MIIuThCA Ha OeByIIKy. OH BeJiel el 103BaTh
yIIPaBISAIOILEro, IPOLIeNTal TOMY [1apy CJIOB Ha yXO, X TOT, IIOHSB BCE C II0JIyCJI0Ba, [IOKUHYII
noMecThbe. Korga oH BepHYyIIC, B pykax y Uy E osBUIICSA CBEPTOK C ITOPOILKOM.

Bechb cerogHSIIHUN CI0OZKET 3aBHCEJI TOJILKO OT Hero!

I‘Iy E HU 3a 4TO He cTaj OBl BCTYIIQTh B OIM30CTh C TEMHU JIIOOBMH, HO €CJIN Y6GJII/ITB UX, YTO BCE
IIPOU30LIII0O — CIOKET GYJIGT 3aCYUTaH.

Yy E npumnoMHUI TUYHOCTH TeX TpouX. OnuH OB TAKUM Ke TIONOHKOM, KaK ¥ OPUTHUHAJ, U3BECTHBIM
B CTOJIMIIE TIOBECOH, a IBOe APYrux — OpaThsa-0nu3Hensl, 6egubie yueHble. OHU OBLIM KPACUBEI, HO U3-
3a HeXBATKU [eHer He CMOTIJIM YCTOSITh Iepel UCKYIeHreM 60raTCTBOM OpUTHHANA.

PasBe 910 Kmi04ueBoH croxkeT? Uy E BuOes, 4To OpuUruHa IIPOCTO MPUBLIK K U3BPAIIEHUSIM, @ B 9TOT
pa3 PeLIu pafy OCTPHIX OIIYLIEHUH 3aTalllUTh B TOCTENh OPaTheB-6IM3HE0B!

— HesepHo, HeBepHO! X035uH, TH He TaK MOHSI. Ecu Obl 3TO OBITH OOBIYHEIE TPOX0KKE, ThHI MOT OBI
HE y4aCcTBOBATh, HO 9T ONMU3HEIH B OYOYIIeM CTaHyT OMOPOM TOCYyOapCTBa, U UMEHHO THl CTAHEIIb
TEM, KTO IIOOTOJIKHET UX K 3ToMy! — CHuCTeMa 4yTh K He phigajia. — MMEeHHO W3-3a TBOUX IEHET U
YVHUKEHHUH OHM 0CO3HAIOT, YTO €CJI He MPOOBI0TCS B JIIOOU, UX OYAYT TONTATh BCe BOKPYT. TONBKO
YIIOPHBIM TPYIOM MOXKHO CTaTh HACTOSIIIUM IIpaBUTEIEM!



Yy E nummics napa peud. OKa3eIBAeTCs, 9TOT MOMOHOK faxe 00/1amal MOTUBHPYIOIIHUM 3()(HEKTOM...
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