— W... u KaK crapiue 6paThs... — mpourenTasna 113y MuH4YKa0, BTOpS ClI0BaM uMIiepaTopa. BHyTpu
Heé HaTSHYyJIach CTPyHA, TOTOBAs BOT-BOT JIOMHYTh.

Ha MraoBeHue OHa efjBa He COpBajach, €fiBa He BRIKPUKHYJIA BOIIPOC O TOM, Y€T0 XKe OH X04eT, 4Yero
OHMU BCe OT Heé fobuBaioTca. Ho 3apaBhlil CMBICT U JKaXK[a XKU3HU B3S/IM BepX Hafl YYBCTBaMH,
3arHaB 9MOILMH B IITy00KYIO KIETKY.

— [a, kak ouu. [1033us u nUckMeHa, 60eBhle UCKYCCTBA, BOEHHAs CTPATETus U faxke UCKYCCTBO
yIIpaBJIeHUS TOCYOAapCTBOM. YUM BCE, UTO I0XKeJaelllb, 00JIbille He HY?KHO HUYero CKpPhIBaTh, —
ITPOHOIKas BKpaguuBo mentaTh 1[3u Yaonun. — Hy kKak, Ykao-9p, TH cornacHa?

— JloYb... DOYH Ballla... HEYKENIM MHE HYyKHO YYUTh TOJIBKO 3T0? — ['Ta3a eBOYKY JPOTHYIIH.
Kazanocs, oHa GBl7Ia TPOHYTA, HO IIPU 3TOM COBEPILEHHO HE 0CO3HABAJIA, C YEM €¥ IIPECTOUT
CTOJIKHYTBCSI.

— KoneuHo, HeT. — VMIlepaTop JIeTKO OTKUHYJICS Ha3al, COXpaHsAs HEIPUHYXKAEHHbIN BUA. — OTHUX
JIAIIL 3HAHUM HEeJOCTAaTOUHO, YKao-3p. A ke roBopua Te6e: 9ToOH IPOTHBOCTOSTL CBOEH MaTepH-
UMIepaTpulle, Hy>KHO 00J1ailaTh COOTBETCTBYIOIIAM BECOM.

[I3u MuHYXKa0 pacTepsHHO paclaxHysia riasa:

— BecowMm... 4TO 9TO 3HAYUT?

— OTO BJIACTh, 9TO 3aCIIYTH, 9TO [IOJIOKEHHE, KOTOPOe HUKTO HEe OCMEJIUTCS IOMAaTHYTh, — B3TJISAN
1131 YaonmuHa oCcTaBasICs IMyralolle CIIOKOMHEIM. — YKao0-3p, Thl OOJIKHA 3aCTaBUTh BCEX yBaXKaTh U
6osaThCs T€OST. OHU 00s13aHbl IPU3HATH TBOIO CHUILY.

— VBaxars... 60aThCcsA? — ['yOBI I€BOYKK HEIPOU3BOILHO 3agpoxKanu. — OTell, Kak... Kak MHE 3TOT0
OOOUTHCH?

— OueHb IPOCTO, — UMIIEPATOP OIYCTUII I'7la3a, ero rojoc 3By4all JIETKO, CIIOBHO OH FOBOPUII O
nycTakax. — HanpuMep, Hapop XKyH-Ia Ha CeBepe IOCTOSHHO IIPOBOLUPYeET Hally Benukyio AHb,
BpPeMs OT BPeMEHH 3achlylas 1Ta3yTUUKOB, YTOOH! BEIBE[IaTh BOEHHEIE TalHbl. Cpeu HUX eCThb T, KTO
IIpsAYeTCs B TOJIIe WM faXe IPOHUK B HALI ABOP. M MHe HyXKeH 4eJloBeK, KOTOPHIY TUXO U
He3aMeTHO YCTPAHUT 3TUX BpepuTesnel. Ilocne 3T0ro g SB/II0 MUPY TBOU 3aCNyTH, — OH IPOU3HEC 3TO
C 4YeKaHHOU YeTKOCThI0, — U TOTZAa Y Te0S MOSIBUTCS IIPABO OTKPHITO IPOTUBOCTOSITH KOMY YTOLIHO.
Y2Ka0-3p, TH IOMOXKEIIb 0TIy ?

Ha croBax 3T0 3By4asio KakK BOIIPOC, HO Ha ieJie OH He OCTaBUJI el HU MaJleHIlero maHca Ha 0TKas.

131 MuHYKa0 IIOHSITA, YTO IIPUTBOPATECA HECMBIIITIeHOH 0O0JIbIlle HET CMEICTIA, 1 OIIyCTHIIa T'OJIOBY,
dejlasi BUO, 9YTO PA3MBILIIIAET. CHYCTFI OOJIT0O€ BPpEeMS OHa MEOJIEHHO IIOOHsAJIA JIMIIO. B eé rmazax
YHUTAJIUCh aM6I/ILII/II/I, KallJid IMPeaBKYIIeHUd 1 OobIas 0OJiTI COMHEHUS:



— A... KkpoMe Ykao0-3p, HUKTO 0OJIbIIIe He TIOMOXKET OTIy? Y modepu He OymeT OPyTUX IOMOIITHUKOB?

— 4 pasperato Tebe camoii 0TOOPATh OTPSI[ TUYHBIX CTPaXKel, — TYT XKe OTBETUJI UMIIEPATOP.

— BrI mo3BonIMTE MHE CaMOM BHIOMPATh? — [IeBOYKa MTOTSIHY/Ia ero 3a Kpai ogexnasl. — JI1o00ro, Koro
3ax0y4y?

Barnsap 1I3u YaonmuHa, HanpaBlIeHHBIM Ha O04Yb, CTal 00/Iee IBITIMBEIM ¥ IPHUCTAIbHBIM:

— [Ia. JTro6oro.

[MMauc!

— Torpma st X04y Tex meTel, — He pa3gyMbiBas, Belllanuia L[3u MuHuxkao. — Tex, 4To ObUIM CO MHOH B
CTapoOM [1a0CCKOM XpaMe, UCKJII04Yasi HEKOTOPHIX IeTel YNHOBHUKOB.

—0? Hoquy THI XO4eIllb UMEHHO UX? — I/IMnepaTop OCTaBaJICAd HEBOSMYTUM. — Pa3Be TH HE
KaJI0OBAJIaCh, YTO OHU TJIYIIBIE U 6eCTOJ'IKOBBIe, Ppa3 IMO3BOJIAIA cebsi CXBAaTUTL?

— IToToMy 4TO OHM OOHOTO BO3pacTa Co MHOM! — eBOYKa BEITapallldjia I/1a3a, CTapasiCh BRITIANETD
yOemuTenbHo. — OcTabHbBIe CTPaXKy BO OBOPIIE CTaplle MeHs JieT Ha OecsaTh. K ToMy BpeMeHH, Kak 5
BHIPACTy, OHU yKe cocTapsaTcs! K Tomy &Ke, XOTh OHU Y TIIYIIOBATH, HO €CJIA CTaphll 4a0C CMOT
IIOXUTHUTD [axKe TAKyl YMHYIO IeBOYKY, KaK 5, 3HAUUT, OCTAJIbHbIE HEe MOTJIH OBITh COBCEM YK
0e3HamEKHBIMU. Y HUX HaBEPHSIKA €CTh KaKMe-TO CKPHITEIe TanaHTH. OTell, s He 3Hal0, HO X04y
HMEHHO uXx!

I3y MuHuYXkKao HaAysa I'yOrl, pa3erpeiBas OeTCKY0 oouny. [13u YaonuH, riasas Ha 9To,
IIOYYBCTBOBAJI, KakK Oypsi BHYTPH HETO IOCTeNeHHO yTuxaeT. OH JOJIr0 CMOTPEIT Ha CBOIO I0Yb, a
3aTeM u3 I'yOUHBI eT0 TOPJia BEIPBAJICS HESCHBIM CMEIIOK:

— TonpKo 13-3a 3TOT0?

— A u3-3a 4ero xke eme? Pa3Be 3TOro Mano? — geBo4YKa CxKajla KyJadky ¥ B3MaxHysla uMu. — OX,
3TU [BOPLIOBBIE CTPaXKU TaKue CKyuHble! LlebIMu DHAMU U IBYX CJIOB CBSI3aTh HE MOTYT. EC/iu BB
3aCTaBUTe MeHs paboTaTh C HUMH, S CO CKYKH yMpPy! A Te OeTu U3 xpaMa — APYroe Aej0, MBI XOTs OBl
OIHOTO BO3pacTa, MOXKEM IIOTOBOPUTH, U A He 3a[0XHYCh OT TOCKU. OTell, 1 He X04y yMupaTh TaKou
HeJIeTloN CMEePTHIO!

IIeBouKa IIPOMOJIzKaja KaloBaTbCs, HagyB LIeKH, II0Ka UMIIepaTOp He IIENIKHYII e€ 10 JI0y:

— Kakas xke Tel MejiouHasn!



— O#t! — meBouYKa CXBATUIACh 3@ TOJIOBY, HAXMYPHUBILUCH €Ié CUIIbHEe, HO €€ cepalle, OO0 3TOT0
cKaToe B KOMOK, HAKOHEeIl HEeMHOT'O OTIIYCTHIIO.

Emeé omun Gaprep mpoiaeH, HO paccinabnsaThes paHo. 113 MuHYKa0 crpsiTana B3TIISL IO
PECHHUIIAMHU, TPOHOJIKAsT 00MKEHHO CMOTPETh HA My XKYHUHY:

— Orel, g BooO1IEe-TO OYEHD IaXKe PACCYAUTEbHAS, TOHSITHO?

— Ecnu TH paccyguTenbHasi, TO B 9TOM MUpPe BOOOIIIe He 0CTANIOCh TNYIIOB, — yCMexHycs L3u
YaomuH. — BONBITMHCTBO TEX JeTel — CUPOTHI, KOTOPHIE HaKe He 3HAIOT CBOUX UMeH. UToOw!
COXPaAHHUTh TBOIO PEITyTAIINIO, ST COOMpPAJICS TalHO MPHUKA3aTh Ka3HUTDh UX. HO pa3 yK THI IOIPOCHUTIA,
g mapyto ux Tebe. A Tenepb, MuHYKao, BcTaBaii. [lasmbiie ¢ To6o# 6ymeT paboTaTh roCcyqapCTBEHHbIH
HACTaBHMK, a MHE II0pa BO [BOPeEII.

HmnepaTop HeOPEKHO MOXJI0Nall AEBOYKY M0 ciuHe 1 KuBHYN Yy Ycuny. ToT, XOTOOHBEIN 1
OTCTpaHEHHHIN MyXUYKMHA Ha BUJ JIET OBAALATH IISTH, IOTHSJICS U CJIOXKUJ PYKU B IPUBETCTBUMU:

— Cnymatoch, Baie BenmudecTso. IIprHIlecca, poily, IPOMAUTE 3a MHOU B 3aAHUM 3aJl, 1 00BSICHIO,
KaKye OUCIHHUTIINHLL BaM MTPENCTOUT U3yYaTh.

— Cnymatoch, — rinyxo oTBetuna 113m Munyxao. OHa TOAHANIACh HAa HOTH, BCE TaK XKe IIOHYPUB
TOJIOBY.

1131 YaouH perus, 9YTo 3TO MPOCTO OYepeaHasi MeTcKas MPUX0Th, U He MPUAal 3HaUeHus eé BUMY.
OmHako, KOTfia OH yKe cobupasics IepecTyIuTh OpPOT, JeBOYKA BAPYT THXO0 IIPo6opMoTara:

— Oret.

Ona cMoTpena Ha coOCTBeHHEBIe JTafoHu. OHa 3Hasla, YTO B MapTuu mpoTuB Ly [[3uHbLIIN OHA
oOpeueHa Ha IopaxeHue, HO [0 TI0CTIeTHEer0 He X0Tella CHaBaThCs. FIMIiepaTop 0CTaHOBUIICS:

— YTto emge?

— ...IToueMy BHI He CKa3aju MHe 00 3TOM paHblle? — ryon [[3u MuHYKa0 3aApoKaiy, ¥ U3 Iia3
Opei3Hynu cné3nl. OHa He XOTena IylakaTh, HO IJ1a3a CJIOBHO IIepecTay e€ clymaThesa. — [loueMy BHI
He CKa3anu MHe 00 3TOM paHbIe?

O ToM, 4TO MaTh X04eT e€ youTth. O TOM, YTO OH XOUET IIPEBPATUTD €€ B CBOM HOXK. O TOM, YTO OHU
TaK JIETKO OT Heé OTKA3aJIUCh.

[ToyueMy OH He CKa3as eil paHblile?



Ona xoTena 0OBHHUTH €70, HO He MMeJla TpaBa; X0Tella yCTPOUTh UCTEPUKY, HO 3TO GBITIO
Hemomobaroire e€ cTatycy. OHa CTOsIIa, yIPSMO BHIIPSIMUB Iet0. L[3u YaonuH cierka meBenbHYyICH,
HO TaK ¥ He 00epHYIICS.

— IToromy uTo, ecnu OBl THL yMepJia, 3TO 03Ha4asio Ok, YTO TaKOBa TBOS CyAbOa.

B ronoce ummnepaTopa He GBITIO HY KaIlIX TETIa.

— Bemnukoii IHL He HyKHBI O0€CITI0Ie3HbIE JTIOMIHU.
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