Xya Ykao omHUM OyxoM mobpanach [0 BOpoT ABopa 3o — 37mech KOTrga-To pacojaraaoch e
xunuile Ha ['ope LUuHnuH.

Ona nogHsIa PyKy 4, He 3aiyMbIBasCh, CJIOBHO I10 HAUTHIO, HaUYepTasa B BO3[yXe PYHHBIN KIII0Y.
Bpata gBopa @310 0TBOPUIIKCE, ¥ Xya YKao BolLIIa BHYTPb.

[IpocTpaHCTBEHHBIM KapMaH [JjId 3TOr0 ABOpa co3fan Xya JITHMUH. B oT/in4yue 0T aCKeTUYHOTO,
IIPOTIUTAHHOTO AYXOM CEeJIbCKOM ITacTopasy XKUIKIla cTapermuHbl XyH00, 371eCh BCE OBIIO0
00yCTpOEHO B iyXe TOT0 BpeMeHHU, Korga Xya JISHMUH elle cuuTas cebst 60raThiM MOJIOIBIM
TOCIIOIMHOM: PacIUCHBIEe OalKy, PE3HBIE KOJOHHEI, U3SIIHEE O€CeqKy, BO3BLIIIAIONINECS Hal BOMOM,
HCKYCCTBEHHBIE TOPHI U IIBETHUKM.

HeBeposiTHast pOCKOIIIE.

B mpormoi xu3nu Xya YKao TepmeTs He MOria mogo0Hoe yOpaHCTBO, 0COOEHHO pa3apakaio eé To,
yTo Xya JITHMUH fIepKajl BO JBOPe MHOXKECTBO «KPACaBUIl», KOTOPHIX OH IIOBCIOAY COOMpPaI, YTOOH
TE CIIyXKUJIA TOPHUYHBIMHU ¥ TOMOIHHIIAMHY.

Bce oHM ObUIM OOBIYHBEIMU CMEPTHBIMU, YTO IIPSIMO IPOTHUBOPEYHUIIO IPABUJIaM T'OPHI, ¥ B IIPOLIION
Xku3HU Xya YKao He pa3 xkajoBajlach Ha OTLA.

— Crapias rocrnoxa. — Kak Tonpko Xya Yzkao BoIia, K HeW MOJOIIa CTPOMHAsA, MUJIOBUOHAS
CIyXKaHKa-CMepTHas U CKJIOHUJIACh B TOKJIOHE.

YcnbimiaB 9To obpamieHne CycTs CTONBKO jeT, Xya Y2Kao, BOIPEKH IPUBLIUKE, He B30pPBaIach
IIpaBeIHLIM THEBOM, a JIUIIb YIRIOHYIaCh KpacaBuUIe.

Bemb TONMBKO ITOM KOHEIT ITPOLIION XKU3HU OHA MOHSsIA: Te, Koro Xya JITHMUH coOupar mo Bcen
OKpyTe, He ObUIM T0KA3aTeIbCTBOM €0 PACIyTCTBa. ITO OBIIM HeCYACTHBIE JEeTH, KOTOPHIM HEKyOa
Ob110 MATH. Xya JISHMUH IIPUBOMKII UX Ha TOPY, MaBajl KPOB ¥ 3a60Ty Ha HEKOTOPOE BpeMs, a Kak
TOJIBKO HAaXOOUJI UM JJOCTOMHOE MECTO B XKM3HU — OTITyCKaJl.

Bot Imoyemy Jinlia CJIyT 30eChb IIOCTOAHHO MEHAJIUCH.

Kak ke cMenrHo G710 BCIOMUHATH, YTO KOTIa-TO UMEHHO 3TO BHI3BIBAJIO ¥ HEE TAKYI0 HEIPUSI3Hb K
otiy. Oco6eHHO e€ 3afieBasio, KOTZia OH 3aCTaBJISJI 3TUX CMEPTHBIX HAa3kIBaTh €€ CTapIled IOCI0kKOiH,
— 9T0 OBUIO Kak yzmap o O6paTHOH yelrye.

Benb oHa XKaxmana cTaTh He00XKUTENIbHUIIEH, X0Tela OTPUHYTh BCE MUPCKOE ¥ TIOPBATh CBI3U C
IIBITBIO 3eMHOM. Xya JITHMUH caM He CTPeMUJICS K COBEPIIEHCTBOBAHHUIO U JIIOOUII, KOTHa ero
Ha3bIBaJIM TOCIIOMMHOM, a OHa He XeJlaja ObITh KaKOM-TO IOIIION CTapIel TOCIIOXKOM.

Ho Bce mpexxHue 06Ul ¥ KONMOYKe IPOTUBOPEUMS Telepb Ka3aluch ei CIafikuM, Kak BUHOTPaf,



HallOMMHAHKUEM O TOM, KadK IIPEKPACHO — KHTH 3aHOBO.

YneOHYBIIMCH ClIyKaHKe, Xya YKao HarpaBuiaach K CBOel KOMHaTe — 60jiee CKPOMHOM, TOH,
KOTOPYIO OHa HaMepeHHO OTAeNKIa OT II0OKOEB OTIIa.

ITo IIYTU OHa BUOEJIda MHO2K€eCTBO CJIYT, 1 BC€ OHHU IMOYTUTEJIbHO KIIaHAJINCH ell. PaHbllle 0Ha U I'1a3oM
He BéJla, MPoXoasa MMMO, HO CEerogHsA KaXI0MYy OTBETHIIA HpHBeTHHBOﬁ YHBI6KOﬁ.

obOpaBImuck [0 CBOEro Xunuiia, Xya YxKao orisgaena 3TOT KPOIIeYHBI JOMUK, TaK BEHIOMBABIINNCS
13 00111eT0 BETUKOJIENUS IBOPa, U CHOBA YCMEXHYIach COOCTBEHHOM IOHOIIIECKOM TTIYIIOCTH.

HMest BCE mJist OCTOMHOM XKM3HHU, OHA caMa MCKasa cebe cTpaganuii. E€ KoMHaTa 3mech Oblyla Jaxe
XyXke, 4YeM Y TeX CMEpPTHBHIX!

PasBe Tak HOJKHa XKHUTh CTapIlasi TOCI0XKa?

Xya Yxkao pemusa: mepee3xaro!

OHa mepeefeT B Te MMOKOU, KOTOPHIe Xya JITHMUH TOTOBUII IJIT HEE CTONIBKO JIET, a OHA JlaXKe He
YOOCYXHUTIACh UX TOIKOM OCMOTPETb.

CkazaHo — cpuenaHo. OHa BO BeCh rojioc mno3sana: «Ciogal!», u B KOMHATY TYT 2K€ BBAJIMJIACh TOJIIIA U3
CEMHU-BOCEMH YEJIOBEK.

[Toxa oHa KOMaH[0Bajla UMH, IIPUKa3kiBasi cCOOMpPaTh Bellld, caMa yCTPOUJiach Ha ITONOKOHHUKE,
JTAaKOMSICh BUHOT'PAZIOM M JII00YSICh TeM, KaK 30JI0TOE COJIHIIE MEIJIEHHO TOHET B GarpsHbIX oOmakax.

Ho BcKOpe 13 KOMHATHI JOHECCSA BU3T: — A-a-a!

3a HHUM IIoCIenoBal 3BYK, TIOXO0XKHUHU Ha HpOCTHLIfI PEIK MaJIEHBEKOT'O 3BEPI.

OpmHa U3 CNyKaHOK, CIIOTHIKAsICh, BhIOeXKasla HapyxXKy, mpuxkuMas K ce0e omexny Xya Yxkao, a Ha eé
1njieye BIEMXJIOCH YTO-TO YEPHOE U MYIIKUCTOE.

— Cmacurte! — Bu3Xkama CIIY2KdHKa, IIBITAaSACh CTPAXHYTE HEUTO CO CBOETO IIJiIedad, HO OKPYZXKaAIOIIXE HEe
penrannucek BMENIAThCA, JIUIITb 00sI37THBO IIOrjiAgbIBaIin Ha Xya Ukao Yy OKHa.

9TO cyliecTBO MpUHAAJIekKao CTapiiel TocmoXke, U OHU OOSIUCEH eT0 IIOPAHUTh.

Xya YKao ¥ caMa 3aCThlJla, He MUTas T4 Ha YEPHBIM KOMOK Ha Ijlede OeBYIIKH.



MrHoBeHMe CIYCTS OHA OTJIOXKHUJIAa BUHOTPAM, ¥, MEJIbKHYB TEHbBIO, B OHO MI'HOBEHME OKa3asach
PSIIOM CO CITyKaHKOM, OXBaThHBast Ha PYKM MaJeHbKOT0 3BEPhKa, KOTOPHIM KaK pa3 MbITaICs
YKYCUTb [IEBYIIKY.

o 6omu 3HAaKOMas MATKOCTh 3acTaBuja Xya UYKao Ha MUT YCOMHUTECS, HE COH JIM 3TO. 3BEPEK
CHadaJja OEpPHYJICS, MBITasgCh BHIPBATLCS, HO, TOYySIB apoMat Xya YxkKao, TyT XKe 3aTux.

Xya Yzkao omycTHuIa B3I ¥ YBUEIIA, YTO MaJIbIII TOXKe IIOMHSI ToIoBy. ETo ocTpast Mopmodka
TKHYJIaCh el B TOI00POJIOK.

XO0JIOOHBIN U BIIaXKHBIN HOC.

Xya Yxkao mpuzxKaia 3BepbKa K cebe, Kpenko o0HsIa U T0YYBCTBOBasa, KaK cepalle 3aX0OUTCs OT
BOCTOPra.

— XouI0? — npoirentana oHa. — Kyzaa xKe Thl ToTOM mpomnait!

Cnéssl XJIBIHYJIU U3 TJ1a3 IOMUMO €€ BOJIH. 3BEPEK B €€ PyKaxX U3[all HeXKHbIM, KallPU3HLIY 3BYK,
YTKHYBIIUCH HOCOM B €€ JIUIIO.

— OKa3kIBaeTCs, TH OB CO MHOM TaK [IaBHO... — CKBO3b CIE3H MPoOOpPMOTasia OHa. — f maxe
3a0bI1a, KAKUM KPOIIEYHBIM ThI OBII.

Ha pykax y Xya Ykao OblJI TOT CAaMBIX YEPHBIH JIKC, KOTOPHIM COMPOBOXK/IAI €€ B IIPOIIION KU3HU
0ojiee YeTHIPEXCOT JIeT.

Xya Yxkao 3aphlTachk JUIIOM B MATKYIO IIEPCTKY X9UITO U TTTyOOKO BOOXHYIIA.

C MoMeHTa NepepokOeHUs: BCE BOKPYT Ka3aloCh el TYMaHHBIM, 3bI0KMM, CJIOBHO I[BETHI B 3epKarle.

9T0 OBIIO TOX0KEe HA MPEKPACHBIN COH: APY3bsI, C KOTOPHIMU OHa OBLIa B CCOpe, CTanu ONuxKe,
HACTaBHUK He CTPafasl OT JeMOHOB CEPIa, a POMHEIE ObITH XKUBH U 3MOPOBHI.

Ho Tombko celidac, Korga oHa 0e3 CTeCHeHUs YTKHYJIAChb JTUIIOM B 3HAKOMYIO MATKOCTDH, OHA HAaKOHEI]
0CO3Hajla — BCE 3TO IIpaBAa.

X3HITI0 B €€ pyKax Obl ogo0eH MasgKy Imocpenu OyIIyoouero okeaHa, SKOpeM, 3a KOTOPHIM Moryia
3al[eUTHCS €€ Kadalolasacs JI0aKa.

Iemo ObITIO HE B TOM, UTO OHA /Tt06uIIa 6JIM3KUX MeHblIe, YeM juca. I1pocto ms Xya YKao pogHEIe,
Ipy3bsi, HACTaBHUK U maxe [[Iu Vs, KoToporo oHa BeIOpasa B 3TOT pa3, ObIIH YeM-TO U3 HaJIEKOT0



TIPOLIIOTO.

B mporiol XXU3HYM OHY ONUH 3a APYTUM YXOOWIM U3 €€ MUPa, ¥ HEKOTOPHIX OHA [axke He ycIiena
IIPOBOAUTE B IIOCIIEAHUN IYTh.

JIumb 9TOT MaJIeHbKUH 3BEPEK, CKYIISIINY celyac Y Heé Ha pyKaxX, ObII TeM, KTO OCTaBaJjICs C HeH
[OJIbLIIE BCEX, U TEM, YbE TEeIJIO ObII0 OJIMKe BCEro K MOMEHTY €€ IepepOoXKIeHUS.

Xya Yka0 CMyTHO TIOMHUJIA, KaK OfHAXKMIHI, Uccieqys TaiiHOe IIapcTBO, 3a0IyIuach B IEIIepe,
OKyTaHHOU MarM4eCKUM TyMaHOM. IMEeHHO TOTHa MOSBUIICS X9HIII0 ¥ BhIBEI €€ U3 UIII030pHOT0
I1apCTBa.

B TOT pa3 oHa He Halll/la HA COKPOBHUII, HY PEOKUX TPaB, a IPUHECTIA JOMOU TOIBKO €TO0.

H3-3a TOrO, 4TO IPOIIO TAaK MHOTO BpeMEHH, OHa yKe He IIOMHHUJIa, KOTia UMEHHO 9TO CIIy4YHuJIOCh,
HO HHKAK He 0XKHfajia, 4YTo X3HI0 ObIT PSIIOM C Hel C CaMOro Havdaja.

X310 He OBITT AYXOBHBEIM JIMCOM, B HEM He OBIIO HU KaIlJId JYXOBHOM CUJIBEL. XOTS OH YacTo
KallpU3HUYaa ¥ 00/1afa, Ka3anoch, HEOIOKUHHEIM YMOM, BHEIIIHE OH He OBIT IT0X0XK Ha JIUCY —
CKopee Ha cobaKy. B Mupe COBEpINEHCTBYIOMIUXCS OBIIO TIOJTHO GEJIBIX, PHIKUX U MATHUCTHIX JIUC, HO
YEpHbIe BCTpedauCh KpaliHe pPenKo.

Xya Yzka0 MOMHHIIA, YTO TOTHA B35JIa €ro C co0oii, omacasich, 4YTO TakKoe 0OBIYHOE CylaieCTBO B TOM
TanHOM [IapCTBE€ PAHO MJIX IIO30HO CTAHET JIO6LI‘-I€IZ OJEMOHNYECKHUX 3Bepe1?1.

Ho Tak kak oHa Obllla «HeO0XKUTEIBHUIIEH» U HE MOTJIa II03BOJIUTH cebe IIPUBA3EIBATLECA K IIYCTAKAM,
IIOHA4Yaly OHa Jep2Kalla eT0 'y cebsi, HO He IIPOsABIIAIa 0Cc000M TETIOTHI.

[To3xke, Korga eé€ Apy3bs ¥ POJHBIE OOWH 3a APYTUM YXOOWIN U3 XKU3HU, OHa CKUTAIach 10 Pa3HBEIM
3emiisaM BMecTe ¢ Ce @y, u X310 Bceryia OblT PSIOM.

OH ObInT eIUHCTBEHHOU «CJ1aboCThIO», KOTOPYIO OHA IIO3BOJIAIA cebe MoKa3aTh MHUDPY.

B npomon xu3nu Xya YxkKao cKapMInBaia eMy OrpoMHOe KonudecTBo [Tumtons [Ipeomonenus
CMepTHOro, ¥ OH BEIPOC B MOIITHOTO 3BEPS C JIOCHSAIIENCS mepcThio. Ero anrHa 6e3 yuéTa XBOCTa
IIpeBHIIaa OEBSATh YU — OH 3aHUMaJl OOJIbIlle ITOJIOBUHEI €€ KPOBATH U OBII CBUPEIEe TUTPOB U
Jleonapmaos.

X310 IPOXKUII C Hell 60Jiee YeTHIPEXCOT JIET, HO Iiepefl TeM, KaK OHa [OoJIKHa Obllla IPUCTYIUTH K
dopmupoBaHui0 3apoxkpariencs [lyiy, BHE3aHO UCYe3.

3a BCe TOIH €ro XXKU3HU €ro He Pa3 IBITAJIUCE YKPACTE 3JIOYMEIIIJIEHHUKY, Od U CaM OH BPEMsA OT



BpEMEHHN y6eran, HO BCerga BO3BpalllajiCs, CaMO€ JOJIT0e — Yepe3 MeCsII.

JIvwb B TOT MOCJIEOHUM pa3 OH ucYye3 Ha MHOro MecsaneB. Koraa Xya Yxkao motepriesia Heygady B
®opmupoBaHuu 3apoxpaiieics [y 1 eé Tejo ¢ OyIIoW Hadaly paciafgaThcs, y Heé Mo4YTH He
0CTaJIOCh IPUBSI3@HHOCTEN K 3TOMY MHUDY.

[Tox rHeToM HeGECHOM Kaphl OHA JyMaJa JIUIIh 00 ODHOM: eCI OHa YMPET, 4To OymeT ¢ e€ Xaiiio,
KOTTla OH BEPHETCS?

Ce ®y Bcerpa Henoso0IMBa I1Ca, Ha3bIBa/l €r0 «MaJIeHbKOM TBapbhio» MPAMO Ipu Hell. CTaHeT Iu
OH 3a00TUTLCS 0 HEM pagu Hee?

Tenepb, KOrga OHa Heé moru6ia oT HeOeCHOM MOJHUH, a TIOJIy4YHJia MIaHC IIPOXKUTE ZKMU3Hb 3aHOBO,
06peT7{ IIOTEPAHHOE, KaK MOTI'JIa OHA He JIMKOBATH U HE IIJIaKaThb OT CYaCThI?

Cnyru xoTesu ObIIO0 MOIONTH, YTOOL YCIIOKOUTE €€, HO, BCIIOMHUB, KaK X0/I0qHa Obljla K HUM
CTapIlas roCcIoXka paHbllle, HUKTO He pemuiacs caenaTs mar. OHa Oblyla HeO0XUTeIeM, OHU —
CMEPTHBIMH, ITPOMIACTh MEXKAY HUMHU OBLIa CIIMIIKOM BEJIUKA, YTOOH TUIITHUM pa3 OTKPEIBATh POT.

Brupouewm, Xya Yzkao OBICTPO B3siyia ce0st B pyKH. ITO Belb pagocTHOe coOrTe! B 3TOT pa3 eé X3l
He MponajeT, oHa OymeT 6epeds ero ¥ 3a60TUTHCS 0 HEM!

Ona BBITEPJIA CIIE3HI O I.HépCTKy JInCa, IIOOHAJIa T'OJIOBY U YHBI6HYJI&CB. TonbKO 4TO OHA peIgana, a
TeIlePhb Y2Ke CHdia, CJIOBHO COJIHIIE II0OCJIE JINBHA.

C nérkoy rHycaBOCTBIO B TOJIOCE OHa 00paTHUiiach K 3aMepIIuM CIyraM: — 3aXOfUTe, IIPOHoJIKauTe
yOOpPKy. ITO BBl TPOHYJIX MOM BEIM, @ OH MX OXPaHsJ, BOT U Hamaj. Temeps, KOrfa 5 AepXKy ero Ha
pyKax, BCé OyZeT B IOPSIOKeE.

Cnyru Bomy, a Xya Yxkao, npuxaB K cebe X110, CHOBa IIPUCJIOHUIIACH K OKHY U IIPOTSHYIa My
BUHOTDaIVHY.

Kak ¢ cob6akol, oHa JTaCKOBO IIOKHYJIA S3bIKOM, ¥ X3HII0 MOCTYITHO IPUIIOTHSII OCTPYI0 MOPHOUKY,
OTKPHIB TaCTh, YTOOBI CHECTH YTOLIEHHUE.

Xya YzKao cMOTpeJia Ha Hero, yib0asch, ¥ MOTJIazkKKUBaja MIepCTh, KOTOPYIO caMa XKe TOJIBKO YTO
B3bEPOIIUIIA.

Ho xorma eé mamblibl, CJIOBHO rpebeHb, MoK 0 OCHOBAHMST XBOCTA, OHA 3aMepJia, U JIUII0 eé
II0XO0JIOMEIO.

— YTt0 3T10? — Xya YKao Oblyla HaCTOJIHKO B3BOJIHOBaHA, YTO IIOHaYaly He 3aMeTwa HelnagHoro. Ho



TEeIIePhb, YBUOEB, 4YTO TaM, I'J€ JOJI2KE€H OBITH XBOCT, — IIyCTOTa, OHa IOYYyBCTBOBAJIA, 6YI[TO B cepAaie
BOH3HUIIX HOXK.

Becco3nartenpHO OHa IepeHsa BIaCTHHY TOH MMIepaTpuIltl 13 IPOLUINIOY XKU3HU U X0JIOGHO
npou3Hecna: — Ko mHe!

Bckope Beck mBop ®aiimio 6bi1 B cOope. Xya UzKao, He BBRITYCKast JIMCa U3 PYK, CIPOCHIIa POBHEIM, HO
TSKEIIBIM To710cOM: — KTO 0Tpy6OUIT XBOCT MOEMY YEPHOMY JTUCY?

CMepTHBIe BO ABOPE 3adpP02Kalikd, KaK OCEHHHUE JIMCThIA. Xya Yxkao OKHWHYJId UX B3TJIAO0M, HE
yYCTpauBad UCTEPUK U HE npn6era;{ K 2K€CTOKHM HaKa3aHHUAM.

BmecTo 3TOTO OHA BHITAIlMIA U3 TPOCTPAHCTBEHHOT0 KapMaHa (P1akoH C BELICOKOKAueCTBEHHBIMU
numonaMu: — IT1o [umtons [Ipeomonernuss CMePTHOTO BHICIIET0 KaUueCTBa, CO30aHHas CTapeUIInHON
MenuImHCKOr0 MaBUIbOHA. TOMY, KTO CKaXeT IpaBAy, s OTAAM e€. A 1ocJie TOro Kak OH BCTYIIUT Ha
IIyTh COBEPILIEHCTBOBAaHUS, I IOPEKOMEHYIO €r0 B YYeHUKHU K CTapeHIlInHe CEKTH.

Bce obutaTenu mBopa ®aiinio ObIIM OMUHOKUMU U 00€300JIEHHEIMY JTIOObMHU. [J11 HUX IPeIIokeHue
Xya Ykao OBIJT0 paBHOCUIBHO BO3HECEHUIO Ha Hebeca.

OHM Havau MepPemenThBaThCS, OTYASHHO ITBITAsICh BCIOMHUTH XOTh YTO-TO. Xya UKao TepIeanuBo
XKpana.

Ho B uTOre HUKTO TaK U HE BHIIIE] Bnepén C TIOBUHHOM, HUKTO HE CTall OroBapuBaATh OPYTHUX.

Hakowell, MajieHbKUH ClIyTa JIeT ABeHaOlaTU-TPUHAAIATA pOOKO cKa3am: — 4 37ech yxKe Tpu rofa, 1
C TeX IOp, KaK YBU[IEII €T0, Y HeTro yKe He OBbIJI0 XBOCTA...

Kak TO/NbKO OH 3aKOHYHJI, KTO-TO elré no0aBuil: — BepHo, 5 3[ech IAThH JIET, ¥ TOXKE ITOMHIO, YTO Y
YEPHOTO JIMCa HEeT XBOCTA...

Takux roI0COB CTAHOBHUIIOCH BCE GombIne. Xya Ukao BHUMATEIBHO CMOTpera Ha Kaxpmoro. OHa ymena
pa3bupaThCs B NMIOAAX U OblJTa yBepeHa: HUKTO 3[IeCh He ITocMent Okl el IraTh, a TeM Oojiee —
KaJIeYnTh €€ 3Beps.

Ho oHa 3Haja TOYHO: OHA HE COIIJIA C yMa U IaMsTh i He u3MeHsieT. Y X3HIo OblT XBOCT.

B npomoi xu3uu 0H Beerna 0w mpu HEM. OHa IPOBOAMIIA C HUM OHHU U HOYM, mepebupana ero
XBOCT ¥ JIAIlBl, 3Ha/Ia KaXkIblH KJI0YOK Imepctu. OHa mazke MOMHUIIA, YTO Ha IepegHel jame U Bo3Jie
JIEBOTO TJIa3a y Hero ObIIM €[]Ba 3aMETHHIE Ha COJTHIIE KPAaCHbIE BOJIOCKH.

[Toyemy ke y X9UIII0 B 9TOM XKU3HU HET XBOCTA?



Kyma merncst 3TOT MyIIUCTEINA, OTPOMHBIM XBOCT, TIOYTH PABHBIN IO pa3Mepy ero Temy?

BorbIlle HUYEro BEISICHUTD He YOaI0Ch: 9TH JIIOAU KUK Ha rope He Tak J0JIr0, YTOOH IOMHUTE BCE B
OeTamsx.

Xya Yxkao pemruna, 4To, KakK TOJIbKO 00YCTPOUTCS, CIIPOCUT CBOEr'0 HaCTaBHUKA, CTapeumHy XyH0o.
Ona noMHMIIa, YTO KOTfa IpUHecsa jJruca u3 TalHOro LapCTBa, CTapeullnHa, BUAs, Kak OHa K HEMY
IIpUBsi3ajiack, He BO3paXKaJsl IIPOTUB TOT0, YTO X9UI[I0 — He AYXOBHEIM 3BEPD, U Jaxe IMOAOepKUBaJl €€
JKejaHue 3a00TUTHCS O HEM.

Cepane Xya Yxkao CKUMaoCh OT kKanoctu. OHa MpomoIKaa ITafuTh JIKca 10 OCHOBAHUIO XBOCTA,
OTIIYCTHJIA CIIYT ¥ BMECTE CO CIIy?KaHKOM, KOTOpas 3aKOHYMIIa IPUBOUTH B MIOPSIOK €€ HOBYIO
KOMHATY, ITOIHJIach Ha BTOPOY 9TaXK I'JIaBHOTO 3[[aHUS.

— Ecnu OBl THI TOJTBKO YMeJI TOBOPUTH, — GOpMOTasa OHa, MoTrIaxkuBast Xauio. — 51 OBl Hallllla TOTO,
KTO OTpyOus Tebe XBOCT, U cjioMasia Obl €My HOTM B OTMECTKY!

— Ox, 6eHSXKKa, — OHA HAaKJIOHUIIACh ¥ CJIETKA IIPUKYCHUIIA YIIKO JIKCa, @ 3aTeM ITOXJI0Nasa 1Mo ero
00pyOKy.

BcnoMHUB 4TO-TO, OHa HUCITyTaHHO foOaBuIa: — A BOPYT ITOCTpanas He TOJIbKO XBOCT? [lali-Ka g
ITIOCMOTPIO, BCE JIX OCTaJIbHOE Ha MecTe!

OHa yKe MBICJIEHHO Ha3Ha4ula BUHOBHHUKA YYIOBUITHEIM 3JI0fIeEM: pa3 OTPYOUIN XBOCT, MOTJIU U
OCTaJIbHOE 0Tpe3aTh!

Ho xorma oHa monsiTanach TIIePEeBEPHYTH JIKCa, YTOOHI OCMOTPETH €10, TOT, BUOAMMO, OKOHYATEJIbHO
IIOTEPAB TEPIIEHHUE, C CHUJIO’ OTTOJIKHYJICA 3aJHUMU JIdllaMU OT eé I'PyOu U, JIOBKO CIIPBITHYB, Y6e}KaJ'I.

Xya YxKkao OXHYJIa, CXBaTUBILIKCH 3a TPYy[Ib, HO KOT'Ia C/Iy:KaHKa ITOCIelInIa e Ha TOMOIIb, OHa BAPYT
He BhIIepkKalla ¥ pacxoxoTanach.

— He y6erait maneko, ckopo yxuH! CerogHs moBap IpuroToBut Tebe xKapeHyo Kypully! — KpuKHYyIa
OHa, ONIMPASCH Ha MTepuia BTOPOTro 9TaXKa M IS Ha MeJIbKHYBIIYI0 BHU3Y TEHb.

Xya Ykao mmepeexalia B KOMHaTY, KOTOpas paHbllle Ka3aach e MOIIION, a TEIePh — PaliCKUMU
YepToraMu.

CnasnbHs, KOTOPYIO AJisi Heé o0ycTpoun Xya JIsHMuH, Oblia BOIIomieHHeM pockoiu. OHa
ITPEBOCXOMMIIA IOKOH TI000r0 3HATHOTO BeIbMOxkK. OCOOEHHO €if MPUTIISIHYTaCh KPOBATh C
OalmaxuHOM: OHA C BOCTOPTOM ITPOBOMMIIA PYKOM 10 UCKYCHOM pe3b0e, jneria U MOKaTHUIIach, HO TakK U
He CMOTJIa JOKATUThCS [0 Kpasi.



[ITkaTynKa ¢ yKpalleHUsIMU Y U3T0JI0Bbs OblIa IepeloiHeHa: ri1a3a pa3beraauch 0T 00MINS 3aKO0JIOK,
rpebHel U MOIBECOK.

Xya Yxkao He 0c060 mobuia BCE 3TO HOCKTh, HO B IIPOIIJION KU3HU OHa CTajla MMnepaTpuien
FOiicsi0, u y Heé OBLIO BCE caMoe JIydllee.

OrnsgpgeBIINCh, OHA MTOHAA: OTEI HE IIPpOCTO HaHAJI KOT'0-TO, OH CaM B CBOUX CTPaHCTBHUAX COGHp&J’I
9THU JIy4lll¥e BelIy 110 PA3HEIM CTPaHAM.

Cepnue Xya Y>Kao cKaoCh OT HEXKHOCTH, a KOr'Jla Ha MOoJIKe psagoM co LHKaTYHKOfI OHa YBHU[IEJIa HE
Ba3kl, a PAOBI CTEKIIAHHBIX 06aHOYEK CO CITaflOCTSIMH, 3Ta HEXKHOCTD CTaJla CIagKOM, KakK ME].

OHa oTkpblyia 0aHOUKY OJHY 3@ OPYrou, Ipobys KOH(METH, U CyeTunach, Kak CYaCT/IMBhIM XOMSIUOK.

PaHbIlle 0Ha HUKOTrOa He 3axofuia B 3Ty KOMHATY, 605[CI:, YTO CTOUT €U CTYIIUTH CIO[a, KaK OHa
IIOTPSA3HET B MI/IpCKOfI CyeTe u IoTepsaeT nOCTOMHCTBO <<H€60}KI/ITeJ'IbHI/ILIbI>>.

HOSTOMY OHa ¥ He 3HaJla, YTO €€ OTel] — 3TOT «PacCIlyTHHUK>», KOTOPOI'O OHa HE XKeJjlajla BUOETh Ha
Trope, — 3HaJl, 4TO OHa TI0OUT ClTaiKoe.

OH cobupan KoH(}ETH CO BCeX KOHIIOB CBETA U MPSTall UX B 3TOU MyCTyollei KoMHaTte. OH HU CJIOBOM
He oO6MonBuica 00 aToM. Heyxkenu oH Hafiescs, UTO ero MajieHbKas f04b, BCIOMHUB 00 X POJCTBE,
KOrga-HuOyOb 3aryisHeT croma?

[Tpuxumas K cebe 6aHOUKY ¢ KOHGeTaMu, Xya YKao Mosida IyIaKaja, MPHUCIIOHUBIINCE K TIOJIKE.

B aToT Pa3 — OT CHACThA.

Ona gomKHa OTIPaBUTh BECTOYKY U BEPHYTh Xya JITHMUHA OOMOi!

Ona HeMeOJIEeHHO HOfII[éT K HAaCTaBHHUKY, YTOOBI OTIIPABUTL OTOY BECTH C IIOYTOBOM HTPII.IefI!

He60 yxke OKOHYATENbHO II0OYEePHETIO, U B0JIb KAMEHHHIX CTyIleHel, Benymux 1o ['ope LluumuH, ogHa
3a gpyrou BcubixHynu Jlamnaasl Begnoro Csera.

Benukuit MaccuB, HaKpHIBAIOLIUH TOPY, CIIOBHO HeOECHBIN KYITOJI, He 3aKPHIBAJI 3BE3[ U JIYHHI, He
Melllasn jeTaTh NTHUaM, HO BpeMs OT BpeMeHU Ha HEM BCIIBIXMBAIIU ajible PYHEI, U3BUBAsACh, KaK
OPaKOHEI, ¥ OXPaHssi IOKOM BCel 00UTEeIH.

Xya Ykao, BCE elllé C MOKPACHEBIINMU OT CJIE€3 TJla3aMU U CJIeTKa pacTPENaHHEIMU BOJIOCAaMHU, JIETKO
Oexkasa 1o CTYMEeHSIM, IPUIIOOHSB TIOHOJT IJIaThs.



Ona 6BUTa ITOX0Ka HA JIECHOTO KPOJIMKA, 6ETYILET0 B MOJTHOYb — HE OT XUITHUKA, & TPOCTO
CTPEMSIIET0Cs JOMOH, I'ie €€ TaK OaBHO He ObLIIO.

OHa He KCTIOJIb30BaJja JyXOBHYIO CUIIY, 3allbiXajlachk, BCS BCIOTENA, HO Ha Ayle OBIO Tak JIETKO,
CJIOBHO OHa JIeTeJla Ha KPBIIbSIX BeTpa.

PaHbIlle OHa He ITPOCHIIa BEPHYTH 0TI, OTYACTU IIOTOMY, YTO TOJIKO IIEPEPOUIIach ¥ YyBCTBOBAIa
ce0s 4yKOHM B 3TOM MHUpE, HO TJlaBHAas NMpUYKMHA 3aKJIi04alach B CTpaxe Iepey BO3BpallleHUeM B
POXHbIE Kpas.

B mpounoi XuU3HU OHa He ycIesa MpoBoAuTh Xya JISHMUHA B OCTIENHUM Ty Th, U TOTOM,
IIPOCHINIAsICh B XOJIOMHOM IIOTY, THICSAYM pa3 Xkajejna 00 3TOM.

Osna cTasna Takou, Kakou MeuTtana, — Mmneparpuneit I0ics0, mountaeMou BCeMU
«He00XKUTEIbHULIEeH», HO B KOHIIE KOHIIOB OCTajach HYU C YeM.

Xya Uxkao 6exkala, €€ yueHU4eCKoe IjaThe pa3BeBajioch Ha BeTpy. OHa 4yBCTBOBasa cebs
MOTHITBKOM, ¥ KOTOPOTO HAaKOHEIl BEIPOCITH KPHIJIbS: B 9TOM XKU3HU OHA TOTOBA OBIJIa MPU3HATH, YTO
He CTaHeT IpeKpacHoy 6a004YKoM, HO 3aTO CMOXKET BBOJII0O OPOCUTHLCS B IIaMsl.

2Ku3Hb TaK KOPOTKa.

Ona 60si71ach, UTO €CJIM 3aMeMJIUT XOTh HEMHOTO, TO He yCIIeeT CTOPETh B 9TOM SIPKOM,
IONITOKOAaHHOM OTHE.

Bnepenu moka3zarscs aBop baixyH, roe Xun crapeimria XyH60. Xya Ykao, IIMPOKO yIEI0AsACE,
BUXPEM IIOHECJIach K HEMY.

Ho B KaKOM-TO TEMHOM IIepeyJIKe €€ BHE3AMIHO CXBATUIH 3a PYKY.

Xya Ykao BCKPUKHYJIa, TOBEPHYJIA I'OJIOBY, U TYT K€ ed 3aKPHUIH POT.

— M-M-M! — oHa 3abuitach, HO YeJI0BEK, MepKaBIIni e€, ObUI O1eleH, a ero IPHUBEIYHAST MITKas
MacKa B 3TOT MOMEHT CJIOBHO TPECHYJIa, 00HaXkasi UCTUHHEIE YyBCTBA.

OH moTaImum eé B CBOM yueHuyeckuyt nBop. K konny mytu Xya Yzkao mepectana COPOTUBIIATLCS —
9TO He TeaTpalbHOe NIPefCTaBleHNe, Ja U CTpaxa OHa He UCILIThIBANIA.

IIBeph 3axJI0MHYyJach. B KoMHaTe ropeJ JIUilb ONUH OTOHEK — He Jlammnazma BeuHnoro CeeTa, a
oOBIYHAs CBeYa, KOTOPYIO Tak mobuia Xya Yxao.



OHa orJisifenach u nepeBesa B3I Ha BEICOKYIO QUTYDY, 3aMepINYIO y OBEPei.

— 3ayeM THI IPUTAIUI MEHS CIofla? — MePBOM CIPOCHUIIa OHA.

MyxK4rHa MEJIEHHO IOBEPHYJICS. B TyCKJIOM CBETE CBeuH ero u 6e3 TOro MpeKkpacHoe JIUI0
Ka3aJI0Ch OKYTaHHLIM IHIMKOM, CIIOBHO BU€HUE U3 CHA.

OH cTo4n y IBepeii, yxKe 6e3 TOM KECTKOCTH, UTO Obla B mmepeyike. OH omupascs Ha KOCSK, TIIas
Ha Hee, ¥ BHITJISIAEN TaKAM XPYIIKUM.

B coueranuu ¢ 611eIHOCTHIO OH HAaIIOMUHAJ OPXULEI0, CIIOMIeHHYI0 Oypel, unu 6aMoyxK,
pa3maBieHHBIN CTUXUEHN.

OH cMOTpeIl Ha Heé, ¥ ITPexk[e YeM OH YCIIeJl BHIMOJIBUTh XOTb CJIOBO, IO €ro IeKaM IMOKATUIIUCh
CJIE3HL.

[Tnayymuii HeOOXKUTEb.

Xya Yxkao Obllla CMEPTHOM, U HaxKe TJISAS Ha 9TO JIUI0 COTHU JIeT, OHa HUKOTa He BUOesa er0 TaKUM
6e33ammTHLEIM. Ha MrHOBeHUE OHa 3aMepJia, OIIeJI0MIIEHHAS.

— [ToueMy? — HaKOHeI] IPOU3HEC OH, U €T0 T0JI0C, 0OBIYHO SICHBIM, KaK TOPHBEIU Pydel, Ternephb
3By4aJl I'1yXo.

— Yxkao-YkKao, CKaxu MHe, 4TO 5 cesal He Tak? [loueMy ThI TakK CO MHOU? — C HAAPLIBOM, IIOUYTHU
mjayva, BomporInan oH. OH cOenas ar ¥ Kpenko, 0o 601u, o0HSI e€.

— He Hapo... — mpolrenTana OHa.
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