Bait MgHDb 3aCTHII.

OH NMPUOTKPHLI POT, COOHMPAsCh UTO-TO CKa3aTh, HO HE CMOT BBIIABUTh HU 3BYKa. Ero JIUII0 Ha I'Ta3ax
3aJIMBaIoCh KPacKol, CTPEMUTEIHLHO KPAaCHEH YIIIN U Il1esl, U BCKOPe OH CTaJl IT0X0XK Ha BapEHYI0
KPEBETKY.

— HacmoTtpencsa?

Tornoc e€ 3By4asn poBHO, 0€3 TeHU 3MOIIHH.

Bait MsiHb B TaHUKeE OTBEJ B3I U YTKHYJICS JIULIOM €Y B IPyOb, He CMes IOTHATH IooBH. Cepane
KOJIOTUJIOCH TakK OellleHO — TYK-TyK-TyK, — 4TO OH 00sJiCs, KaK OBl OHA He yCJIbIIana 3TOT IPOXOT.

— 4... 4... — mpoGOpPMOTaJI OH, YTKHYBIIKCH B €€ OfleXK MY, TOJIOC ero ObLT TUXUM, KaK IMUCK KoMapa. —
4 He... g IPOCTO...

[TpocTo 4TO?

[IpocTo 3acMOTpeICs, TIOTOMY YTO THl KpacuBas?

[TpocTo ollemeHen OT BOCXUIIEHUS ?

[TpocTo MeuTan 0 TOM, YTOOBI THI BCETMIa AepKasia MeHS B 0ObITUSX?

OH He MOT 9TOTO MPOU3HECTH.

bo LIunbAHDL ONyCTUIA TOJIOBY, T4 HAa MaKyIIKY, IPUKABIIYIOCS K €€ TPYAu. YK I0OHOILIN
IIOKpacHeJH Tak, OYATO BOT-BOT HAJILIOTCS KPOBHIO, @ PO30BHIM PyMsSHelIl Pa3/IUiICS JaXKe IO 3aThIIKY.
OH CBEXKHUIICI B €€ PyKax, TaKOU KPOIIEYHbIH U IpOXKaIUi, CIOBHO TOMMaHHBINA Ha MECTe
IPECTYIJIEHUST KPOJIUK.

— IlogHMMU TONIOBY.

I'onoBa B OTBET OTPULIATENIbHO KAa9YHYJIdCh.

Bo LluabsaHL IPOTSAHYIA PYKY, CXKaJjla ero 3a 3aThHUIOK U 3aCTaBUJIa TOCMOTPETH Ha ceOsl.

E€ B30py mpencTano 3aauToe Kpackoi nmuiio. FOHoIa OB KpacHBIM, KakK CIiefias XypMa, riasa
TOJEPHYIUCEH BJIAXKHOM JBIMKOM, PECHUIIBI MEJIKO OPOKAaH, a I'yObl OBUTH CJIerkKa MPUOTKPHITH,
CJIOBHO OH XOTE€JI YTO-TO CKa3aTh, HO He pemascs. OH CMOTPesI Ha He€ BIIaXKHBIM, ITOJIHEIM CTHIIA U
CTpaxa B3TJISIOM — [I0 TOTO JKAJIKUM, YTO CEPMIe CKUMAJIOCh.



— Ha 4T0 cMOTpUIIL? — CIPOCHUIA OHA.

Bait MsiHbL cHOBa ITOKa4aJl I'0JIOBOM, HE OCMEINBAsICh OTBETUTh.

Bo LIuHbsiHb CMOTpETIA Ha HETO, a 3aTeM BHE3AITHO MIPOTSIHYJIA PYKY U YIIUIIHYIa ero 3a 00K. Tanus y
Hero Oblla TOHKas, U Jake CKBO3b TKaHb OfIeXK/Ibl UYYBCTBOBaIaCh MATKOCTh KOXHU. OHa clierka
CHaBUTA...

— M-M-M...

bau MsiHb B3APOTHYJI, ¥ U3 €r0 ropJia IPOTUB BOJIU BHIPBAJICS TUXUM CTOH. 3BYK IIOJIYUYHUJICSI MATKUM,
TOMHBIM, C JIETKOW HOTKOM B rojioce — OyATO 3aMsyKaJl KOTEHOK UJIH...

OH cam 3aMep OT HEOXKHUOAaHHOCTH. JIu1o BCITBIXHYJIO elll€ CUbHEee, MMOYTH [I0 6al"p0B01"O IBETa.

Pyka Bo Llunbsaab 3aMepiia. OHa cCMOTpesia Ha Hero, ¥ B €€ I1a3ax IIPOMeJIbKHYJIO YTO-TO TEMHOE.

— YT0 3TO 3a 3BYK?

Bait MsHb 0T4YasTHHO 3aMOTaJ I'0JIOBOM, efiBa CaepkKuBas €3kl OH U caM He ITOHKMMaJ, YTO 3TO
6b110. ETO IPOCTO YUIMIIHYIIN, U OH... OH HE CMOT CIepPXKaThCH...

— §1... 5 He 3HAI0... — IPOJIENIETal OH CKBO3b CIIE3EI, TOJIOC €ro ApoxKas. — S He XOTel...

Bo lIuHbsHB IPOMOIIKala CMOTPETh Ha Hero. I'71a3a I0HOIIYM ITOKPACHEH, CJIE3LI CTOSITIA B HUX, OH
CMOTpEN Ha Heé C TaKUM KaJTKUM BUIOM, OyITO ero o0ugenu 10 riyOruHE AyIIU. XOTS OHa JIUIIb
CJIerKa YIIUIIHYJIa ero.

Ona pa3xajia majblibl.

— PacnyTHUK.

IIBa cnoBa, TPOU3HECEHHBIE TaK OyOIHUYHO, OyATO OHa 00CyXkKIasa Moromy.

Bait Msaub octonbenen. PacnyTHuk? OH, KOHEYHO, 3HAJI, YTO 3HAYUT 3TO CJIOBO. UTO-TO
HENPUCTOWHOE, HEIPUINYHOE... JIUI0 ero BCIBIXHYTIO, KaK OT IoXKapa.

— Het! — mocnemHo BOCKIUKHYJ OH. — 4 mpaBha He Takou! f mpocTo... I UCImyrancs...

Bo LluubsaHb MoIUasa, M08 Ha Hero. B eé B3rnsame He ObIJIO HUUEero ocobeHHoro, Ho bait MsHb



YYBCTBOBAII cebs Tak, 6YI[TO C HETO COPBaAJIX ONEeXKNYy X BRICTABHUJIM HAIIOKA3.

— BoT kak? — 00poHMIIa OHA.

Bait MsiHb OTYasTHHO 3aKHBaJl, ¥ CJIE3HI, IPeJaTeIbCKY IIOTEKIIH T10 IIeKaM.

— IlpaBpa... 1 npaBaa He... 4 HUKOrOa... f He TaKOU YelIOBEK...

Yewm Gosbliie 0H OIIPpABOBRIBAJICSA, TEM CHUJIbBHEE IIyTaJICAd B CJIOBAX, CJIE3HI I'PagoM KAaTHUJIKUCH II0 JIUITY. bo
LvHBSAHD, TS9O Ha HEro, Mojda OTKHHYJIa 0edAJI0 X ITOOHAJIACh C IIOCTEJIN.

Bait Msub 3amep. OH cMOTPET, KakK OHa [IOIIIa OO0 CTOJIa, KaK MOAOIIia K IBEPH.

— 2K-KeHa... — TUXO II03BaJl OH.

Bo LluHbsaHb He 00epHYyach. [IBepb OTKPhHLIACh U 3aKphljlack. B KOMHATe OH OCTaJICS OfKH.

OH cupmen Ha KpOBaTH, TYIO IS8 Ha 3aKPHITYIO ABephb. OH 60sics, uTo bo LIuHbSIHL YUOET
HaBCerga.

— Xo03sguH... — CucTeMa IIOMbITalaach YTO-TO CKa3aTh, HO He Halllla CJIOB.

Cnésnl bait MsHs Bceé He npekpaimanuchk. OH BEITUPAJ UX PYKOU, HO OHU JIMJIUCh CHOBa U CHOBA.

PacnyTauk. OHa Ha3Baja €ro PacIyTHHKOM.

Ox He Takou. OH npaBpa He Takou. OH IIPOCTO... IPOCTO 3aCMOTPEJICS Ha Hee, IPOCTO B3TPOTHYTI,
KOr[a OHa AOTPOHYJIACh 10 HETO, IPOCTO He CMOT CAEpKaTh 3TOT 3BYK. DTO BHIIUIO CIIy4alHO, OH
COBCEM He TaKOU YeJIOBeK.

Ho ona emy He moBepuina.

Hey}KeHI/I, TJIA0s1 Ha Hero Tak, OHa CHUTaeT €10 FpHSHBIM?

Bay MsiHb OIyCTHUII TOJIOBY U CIPATAI IUI0 B KOJIEHAX. B KOMHaTe Llapuia TUIIMHA, HapyllaeMas
JIAIIL €T0 COAaBJIEHHBIMU PhifaHusaMu. OH BCIIOMHMHAJI, KaK 3aCMOTPEJICS Ha He€, KaK MPUKKUMAJICS K
Hel, KaK U37as TOT 3BYK, U KaK OHa IIPOM3Hecsa 3TO CJI0BO.

PacnytHuk. Heyxenu oH ¥ npaBha... TaKOU?



Oxn He 3Han. Ero ¢ geTcTBa OepP2KaJii B ropaX, HUKTO HEe YUHII €r0 HOJZ[OGHBIM BemaM. OH He TOHUMAJI,
KaK TOJI2ZKHEI BECTHU cebs MYy2XK4YKMHA U XKE€HIIWHA, He IIOHKMaAJI, COeJIall JIX YTO-TO He TadK, He IIOHUMaAJI,
Imo4YeMy OHa TaK Ha HEero CMOTpPeIIa.

OH 3Has nMuib OOHO: OHa pa3o3nuiack. OHa moOpe3roBaja UM.

Balt MsiHb YTKHYJICS JIULIOM B KOJIEHU elllé ray0xe, ero maeyu MeJIKo Apoxkasnu. MoxeT ObTh, OH
B0OOIIle He MOCTOMH TOTO, YTOOHI ero nobumu? MoxeT, ero yaen — nuirb 66Tk KoTIoM, KOTOPOTo
nepenalT U3 PYK B PyKu? MoxKeT, BCS Ta TeIJIoTa, 4To Obljia Buepa — JIUIIb eT0 COOCTBEHHEIE
riiynsle GaHTa3uu?

Ho... Ho Bempb oHa cmacyia ero. OHa o6paboTasna ero parsl. OHa MO3BOJIMIIA HAa3kIBATh CE0ST KEHOM.
OHa He OTTOJIKHYJIa ero, KOTJa OH IIpukKascs K Hell. HeyxXemnu BCE 3TO OBIIO JT0XKbIO?

Bait MsiHb He 3Haj. OH IPOCTO cumes, 00XBAaTUB KOJEHHU, CXKABUIMCh B KOMOYEK, CJIOBHO OPOIIIEHHbIH
3Bepék. OH YTKHYJICS JIUIIOM B Ofesii0, TUX0 BCXJIUIbIBAsI, O0SCh U3MATh MUIIHUY 3BYK. Ho omesiyio
IIaXJIO €10 — IIaXJIO ero XXEHOMU.

OH 3amIakar elé CuibHee.

Hewn3BeCcTHO, CKOIBKO MIPOIIIO0 BPEMEHH, IIPEXKAe YeM IBEPb CHOBAa OTKPhIIACh. bait MsaHb IOOHAN
ronosy u yBugen bo LluHbsaHb, KOTOpas CTOsA/1a Ha IIOPOTe C MUCKOU Kalllk B pyKax.

OH 3amep. ['71a3a ero moKpacHeIN U OMyXJIH, IO OBIIO B CJIe3aX — BUI Y HETO OB [0
HEBO3MOXKHOCTHU XKaJIKUH.

Bo LIuHbsHB TOAOIITA U TOCTaBUJIa MUCKY Ha TPUKPOBATHBEINA CTONMHMK. OHA CMOTpeIla Ha HET'0 CBEPXY
BHU3.

— Yero peBémb?

Bait MsHb 1moKaydaJs rojoBoM, He pelasich 3aroBoputh. bo LIuHbSIHb IpUcenna Ha Kpai KpoBaTu. OHa
IIPOTSIHYJIA PYKY, B3sijIa eT0 3a MoAO0POMOK M 3aCTaBUIA MMOOHSATH TOI0BY. Ero muuuko G110 B
cne3ax, TJla3a KpacHble, KaK ¥ KPOJIuKa, I'yOsl HCKYCaHBl 0 MIPUITYXJIOCTH — BUJ COBEPIIEHHO
HeCYaCTHHIH.

— 3allOMHUJI, 4TO 5 CKa3ana?

Bait MsHb pacTepsiyics, He TIOHUMasI, 0 Y4éM peyb. bo LIUHBSIHB, TSIO8I B €T0 HEeIIOHUMAIOIIIe I1a3a,
IIPOX3HEeCIa POBHEIM TOHOM:

— ¢ Ha3Basna Te0s1 pacIyTHUKOM. 3alIOMHUI?



Bait MsiHb mo6sieiHeI ¥ OMyCTHU B3TJISAH, HE CMesl Ha He€ CMOTPETE.

— YT0 HYKHO 3alIOMHUTH? — crpocuiia bo LluabsiHb. — UTO HENb3s OBITH PACITyTHUKOM?

Bait MgHb KUBHYIIL.

Bo LluHbsHE, TSI Ha €r0 KUBOK, CJIerkKa U30THYIa I'yOH.

— HesepHo.

Bait MsiHb 3aMep U ITOAHST Ha Heé ria3a. bo LIuHbAHb OTIIyCTUIA eT0 T0A00POMIOK U CHOBA
YIIUIIHYIa 3a 0OK.

— 3anoMHHU XOPOIIEHBKO... — OHa HAaKJIOHMUJIaCh K CAMOMY €ro yXy, ¥ I'0JIOC €€, JIETKuii, KaK
OYHOBEHNE BETPA, 3aCTaBUJI €TI0 B3OPOTHYTh: — Ecmm YXK OBITD PaCnyTHHUKOM, TO TOJIBKO OJIS MEHH.

Baii Msub orieneHen. OH CMOTPENT B €€ Tla3a, OKa3aBIINECS COBCEM PSIOM — Oe3[MOHHEIE, KaK OMYT,
B KOTOPBIX OH HUYET0 He MOT Mpo4YecTh. Ho OH OTYETIMBO YYBCTBOBAJ, KaK ero ceppie ObETCS Tak
4yacTo, OYATO IOTOBO BBEIIPEITHYTH M3 TOPJIA.

— Iouan?

Bait MsiHb MHCTUHKTHBHO XOTeJI KUBHYTh, HO PyKa Ha ero 00Ky CjerKa cxKajla KOXY, U OH 3aKyCHII
ry0y, 60sick u3nath 3ByK. bo IluHbsHb, Habonas 3a TeM, KaK OH OTYassHHO ITHITAETCS COEPKAThCS,
IPUKYCUB ry0y, IOCMOTpPEsIa Ha HETr0 C TEMHBIM 6JIECKOM B TJIa3ax.

— Ilomai romnoc.

Bait MsiHb ITOKa4asl roJIOBOM, ell€ CUIbHee BIKBasch 3y0aMu B ry0y. bo IIuHbBSIHD, T4 Ha 9TO
JKaJKoe, HO YIIpSIMoOe Cco3[laHue, BHe3alHo ynb0Hynack. EqBa 3aMeTHas yibi0OKa, MEJIbKHYBIIAS U TYT
JKe UCYe3HyBLIas.

3aTeM... OHa IIPUIIOJHSIAa €T0 U IIepeBepHYyJia Ha JKUBOT.

— A... — CHOBa BBIPBAJICS TUXUU CTOH.

Bait MsiHb 3aKphUI POT PYKOM, JIUIIO €ro IIbIJIaJI0 TakK, YTO OH TOTOB OBIJI IPOBAIUTLCS CKBO3b 3€MITIO
OT CTHIfA.

— 4 ckasanma, — ronoc bo LIluHBIHb pa3pgasncsa CBepXy, CIIOKOMHBIA M XOJIOAHBIN, — IO0#au roJiocC.



Baii MsiHb OTpULIATEIFHO MOTHYJI I'OJIOBOM, YTHIKASCh JIUI[OM B €€ KOJIEHHU.

Xiom!

—A..

— Ilomau romnoc.

—V..

— ITomau rooc.

Xijtom!

— K-XxeHa...

T'ontoc ero OBIT MATKKUM, IPOXKAIIUM, ITOTHEIM CJIE3, CTHIIa ¥ YEr0-TO TAKOI0, YeMy OH caM He MOT
HAWTH Ha3BaHUS.

Bo LluHbIHL IPEKpaTHiia ¥ ycafiuiia ero nepex coboii. FOHoIIa, ¢ paCKpaCHEBIINMCS JIUIIOM,
r7a3aMy ¥ KOHYMKOM HOCa, CMOTPEN Ha He€ ¢ MonbOoi. Ero ry0sl, TOKyCaHHEIE M0 ITPUITYXJIOCTH,
OBLTH CJIerKa IPUOTKPHITH, OH TSKEJI0 OBIIIal.

— Hayuwunca?

Bait MsiHb 3aMep, He TIOHUMast, 0 YéM OHa. bo LIMHBSAHD, TTIAAS Ha eT0 HauBHbIM B3TTIS[, CHOBA
YUIUIIHY1a ero 3a 0oK.

—4d TOBOPHO... — OHA HAKJIOHHUIIACh K HEMY, ITPOU3HOCA KaXKO0€ CIIOBO Pa3OeIbHO: — J1a171 MHeEe
YBUOETH, KdK HMEHHO ThI YMEEIb OBITH PaCIIlyTHUKOM.

JIuno Bait MsiHST BCIIBIXHYJIO 10 KOpHeH Bosioc. OH CMOTpEI B €€ Ia3a, OKa3aBlirecs Tak OJIM3KO,
JIOBUJI €fiBa YJIOBUMYIO YCMEIIKY Ha e€ ry0ax, U BAPYT IOHSJI ONHY Belllb — ero XkeHa COBCEM He
TaKasl, KaKo! KaXXeTCs Ha IEePBHIN B3TIIS.

Ho, KaxeTcsi, eMy 3TO laxkKe HPaBUTCH.

OH mpoCTO CMOTPEN Ha HEE, C KPACHBIM JIUIIOM U TJIa3aMy, ¥ TUXO IPOLIENTall:

— XeHa...



—M?

— 4d... 51 6yny... OBITh PACIIyTHUKOM TOJIBKO IJIs1 T€OST OMHOIMA. ..

Bo LIuHbsiHb CMOTpETIA Ha HETo C TTy00KuM, TEMHBEIM 6716CKOM B r'ja3ax. Yepe3 MrHOBEHHUE OHa
yOpaa pyKy, B3sijla MUCKY C Kallleil ¥ IPOTSIHYJIa eMy.

— Ems.

Bait MsiHb 3aTOPMOKEHHO B3517T MHCKY. OH CMOTPeJ Ha ropsYyi0 Kallly, 3aTeM IMOMHSIJT B3TJIS/ Ha eé
XO0JIOOHOe, ITPeKpacHoe JIUI0. B 3Tux ria3ax OBIIO YTO-TO, Yero OH He MOT MOHSTh. Ho BOPYT OH
IIOYYyBCTBOBAJI, UTO G0JbIlle HE OOUTCS.

OH OIyCTHUJI TOJIOBY ¥ Ha4ajl IIOHEMHOTY ecTh. U TI0Ka OH eJ1, yTOJKu ero I'y6 HEeBOJIbHO IIOIOJI3IH
BBEPX.

Ero xeHa... IIyCTh OHA CypOBad, IIyCThb XOJIOAHA, IIYCTh HA3bIBAET €r0 PACIIyTHUKOM...

Ho ona kynuia emy Kamm. OHa BepHyack. OHa oOHUMasna ero. OHa 03BOJIKIIA eMy OBITh
PACIyTHUKOM TOJIBKO 15T HEE OMIHOM.

[Toka oH myMan 06 3TOM, JIMI[0 CHOBA 3aJIMJIOCh KpacKoi. OH YKpaJKO# MOHSII I7Ia3a U IIOCMOTPEI
Ha Bo Lluubsaus. E€ X0momHbIM B3I ObII HAIPaB/IeH IPSIMO Ha HEr0 — HEeM3BEeCTHO, KaK [OJIr0 OHa
Ha HEero CMOTpeJa.

[ToitMaHHBIA C IOIUYHEIM, bali MsIHb IOCIIENIHO OIIyCTHJI TOJIOBY, YTKHYBUINCE JIMIIOM B MHUCKY.

B ymax pa3sgancs efgBa CHABIIIHBIM CMeLIOK. OH He 3HaJl, 4YTO 3TO 3HAa4YuT. HO OH mO4yBCTBOBAJI, YTO
€ro JXeHa JI0BOJIbHA.
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