— Qyx... Oyx... BuguMo, cpaxaThCs C MEPTBEIIAMU, IIPUKPHIBAST 0OBIYHOT'0 YEJIOBEKA... BCe-TaKu OBII0
CJIAIIIKOM OTPOMETYHUBO... Jit! Thl 11enta? — KuaHa, mpopBaBIIKCh CKBO3b OKPYKEHKUE MEPTBEIIOB,
TS2KeJI0 [blllalia, Omupasich Ha cTeHy. OHa orisiHynachk Ha Paugsn Mal, KoTopas ¢ caMOro Hadajla He
IIPOPOHUJIA HU CJIOBA, ¥ HEBOJIbHO 3a0ecrnokouiack. OgHAKO, BUMISI, YTO Ta He CIIEMIUT 6JIarolapuTh,
Kuana cHOBa BCcIbIXHYNMa: — TII, HY U gypa Xke 5. 3aueM BooOiie OBII0 criacaTh 3Ty AeButy? Jaxe
cracubo cKa3aTh HE B COCTOSTHUM, @ BeIb 5 CTOJIbKO CUJI IOTPAaTHUIIA...

[Topa3meicnius, KraHa pelusia 0CTaBUTh MONBITKA IOMOYb PaiifsH Maii: — Cunu 3mech U He
BBICOBBIBAMCS. ITO CTaphI KOPIIYC, MEPTBEIIH BPS[ JI CKOPo mobepyTcs cioga. Ha 3ToT pas s He
OCTaHyCh IIOMOTaTh, TaK YTO JaJbllle BRHIKPYYHUBaAKCS caMa.

— ... — Mba#i ¢ HeCKphIBaEMBIM HeloBepUeM IocMoTpesia Ha Kuany: — 3ayeM... THl MEHS craciia?

— A? Hakosnen-to 3arosopuina? — KuaHa B3gpOTrHyJia OT HEOXKUIAHHOCTH, @ 3aTeM IIPUHSAJIA BUL
YeJ0BeKa, TOTOBOI'0 BHUMATEIbHO CIIYIIATh JabIlle.

— TakuM, Kak s, nydiie 66110 OB TPOCTO YMEPETh... BO3MOXKHO, caMO Moe pPoxkaeHue OBII0
ournOKou... — B3rmsam Mali noTyCcKHeTl, BOKPYT ee Tella, Ka3asioch, Hauasl BUOPHPOBATh MOIIHBIN
9JIEKTPUYECKUH Pa3psifl, a IMOLKK OBITM HA TPAHU CPHIBA.

— Xa? Yto THI Takoe Hecelnb? KTo BooOIe o cebe Tak roBoput?! — KraHa pa303/1uiack, BCe Kpemye
cXuMas B pykax 0eiicO0IbHYI0 OUTY.

— He ne3p Oonblie Ko MHE... yOepH CBOIO (pabIINBYI0 LOOPOTY, — B rojoce Mai He 0CTaloCh HU
KarlljIy 9MOIM, HO B MOMEHTHI IIOJTHOTO OTYAsTHUS YyBCTBa OTXOOAT Ha BTOPOMU IjlaH. — THI Bedb
HaBepHSKa IPUTBOPHUIACh HOOPO¥ TOIBKO M3-3a UMeHHU PaiinaH Mai...

— Pauigan Mait? — Veneimas uMs, KvaHa HakJI0HUTIa TOJIOBY U 3afgyMaiach: — KaxeTcs, A CbllIana
3TO UMs... [0BOPST, OHAa 3HAMEHUTOCTb B AKagemun CeHOa, JOYKa KaKOT0-TO KpymHOro 6occa us ME?
ITO YTO, THI?

— ... — Mba#1 monryana. OHa BHe3alHO MOHSJA, YTO 3TOM AEBYIIKe, I0X0XKe, COBEPILIEHHO HaljeBaTh
Ha ee CTaTyc. Bo3MO0XHO, 3a MeCsI] 301U OHA ITPOCTO MPUBLIKIIA BUOETH B IOASX YTPo3y... B
3TOT MOMEHT IIepe[l ee MbICJIEHHBIM B30POM BO3HUK 00pa3 MapHs C JIa3yPHLIMHU BOJIOCAMHM, KOTOPHIH
MaxaJl MeYoM Iepeq rila3aMy OTHOIIa30I0 XOHKAN-3BepsI — XOTS, KOHEYHO, JINIITh OH ONH
HeyCTaHHO Oeras 3a Hel, IIBITasCh Pa3TrOBOPUTE...

Ho TyT ee BocrioMuHaHuUs ITPepBal HAaCMEeNIuBLIA ronoc Kuauel: — X0-x0... 3HAYHUT, Ta caMast
«KoposmeBa MomHUIT», KOTOPAs 3a OOWH [eHb OTBEPIJia ABEHALATh IapHeH, Teleph BRITJISOUT TaKON
nobuToi? Pegkoe 3penuiie!

YcnwimaB 910, M3, TOBKO OBIIIO YCIIOKOHMBIIIAACs, CHOBA IIPHUIIJIAd B CMATEHHE: — TwI TOXKE IIpUIiIa
IIOCMEATHCA HaJo MHOI? KOHEYHO... BCE BB OOWHAKOBEIE, C 9TUMHU OTBPATUTEJIbHBIMU JIMIIAMHA.



Kuana, pasymeeTcsi, 3axoTesia OlpaBoaThCS, ¥ e X0XO0JIOK Ha T0JIoBe BcTasl nbliooM: — He moitmMu
IIPEBPATHO, 5 IPUILTa He HacMeXaThCs. S TPOCTO X0Tesa CKa3aTh: BMECTO TOT'0 YTOOR BUHUTEL HEDO U
JIofie BOKPYT, JIy4llle caMa IOMbITalCs YTO-HUOYIb U3MEHUTE.

— Vi3MeHUTHL? — M3l cTpaHHBIM 00pa30M yCIIOKOUIACh, ¥ B €e TEMHO-(DUOIETOBBIX I'Jla3ax
IPOMeJIbKHYJIa HCKpa 9JIeKTpudecTBa. — BepHo. Omubach He 51, omubaeTcs 3TOT IPOKIATHIN Mup!
OTOT NMULleMEPHHIN MUD OOJIKEH ObITh YHUYTOXKeH! — C 3TUMU CJI0BaMM OHa B MyKaxX CXBaTHUJIach 3a
TOJIOBY.

— MHe 3T0 He HpaBUTCA... Ju! UTto ¢ Tobou mpoucxogut?! — KuaHa, 3aMeTUB CTPAaHHOE TTOBENEHHE
Mboii, moyyBCTBOBajIa HemoOpoe MpeuyyBCTBUE.

Paspancs rpoxoT rpoma. MonHUS paccekia He6o, a packaT IIPOKATUIICS 110 BCEMY PETHOHY,
oATBepXKaas Xymmne onaceHus Kuansl: — UTo 9T0 3a noroga? Heyxkenu 3To aHOManus, BEI3BaHHAS
OHepruey XoHKAK...

TenedoH B KapMaHe 3aBUOPHUPOBATL.

— T, u Hamo XKe Ovl0 TenedoHy BKIIOYUTLCSI UMEHHO celiyac... — KuaHa c pa3gpaxeHueM JocTaja
ragxker. B3rnsHyB Ha moKa3aTenu IeTeKTopa, OHa Bcs mogoOpanack: — Ilpenynpexpnenue o6
OHepruu XOHKau... [JUCTaHLIUA HOJIb?

Pa3pancs Tpeck, skpaH norac, ¥ KuaHa HeBOJIBHO B30pBajlack: — BEYHO 3TOT KYCOK XJIaMa JIOMaeTCs
B CaMbIil OTBETCTBEHHLIN MOMeHT! Ho eciu qucTaHUUS HOJIb, 3HAUUT, UCTOYHUK NIPSAMO PSILOM CO
MHOM! A 37€ech, KpoMe 6e3KU3HEHHOM OoraTol JeBUllbl, HUKOTO HET!

— CTouT NMUIIb YHUYTOXKUTE 3TOT JINLIEMEPHBIM MUP... U BCE BePHETCS Ha KpyTHu cBod... Oret... FOu, u
BCe OCTaJIbHBIE 0053aTebHO BepHYTCS Ko MHe! — Bopmoua 310 cebe nox Hoc, Paigsn Mai
pa3BepHYyach u nmobexasa Mpoyb.

— 91! Kyna th?! UMenHo celiyac?! — KruaHa ORICTpPO CyHY/a TefleoH B KapMaH U Opocuiach B
morout: — Croii!

I'poMm cHOBa ocBeTusn HeOo Hay Akamemuelt Cenba. PactpenanHasi 6enoBoiocas feByIIKa KpyTuia
roj0BoM 110 cTopoHaM: — IIpoknsaTee! Kyna 5Ta feBUYOHKA NofeBanack? — YIepeBIIUCh pyKaMU B
KojieHu, KuaHa nepeBena grixanue. — BoT xke... 3aueM 5 BooOIIe Tpauy CTOJIbKO BpeMeHH Ha
He3HaKOMKY? — OHa IOofHSsIa TOJI0BY U B3TJIsIHyIa Ha 6eCKOHEUHYIO TOJIITY MEPTBEIoB: — Brepenu
UX CT@HOBUTCS BCe OOJIBINE... €CIU MOUAY Jalblle, TO...

B camom mieHTpe Tonmel MepPTBeIoB Paligan Maii, Kak HM B 4eM He OBIBAJIO, CHIeNia Ha CKaMelke. B
ee rja3ax He 0CTaJIoCh HUYEero 4eJI0BeYeCKOro, JIUIIb KaX/a YyBCTB: — XU-XU, BCE OHU BOKPYT MEHS.
[Toka co MHOU oTel, FOu u Bce ocTasibHBIe — OCTaJIbHOE He UMeeT 3HaueHus. — Brpodem, oHa TyT
JKe ToKadaJja roinoou: — HeT... YTo KacaeTcs TOT0 IapH4... He MOTY TaK IIPOCTO OCTaBUTh €T0 B
IIOKOE.



OHa He 3HaJa, YTO 3a Hell HabmogawT B OMHOKIIb: — Hamma! YepT, ee okpyxkunu MepTBelsl! — He
pa3nyMebiBasi, KraHa BEIXBaTUJIa IUCTOJIET U OTKPHLIA OTOHb.

— BrI, kKyuka MepTBBEIX 0TOpocoB! OToriguTe oT 3TOM AeBynku! — C kpukoM KraHa Bpe3ajia OmHOMY
13 MepTBeIoB 0eiicO0IbHOM OUTOM, 3aTEM, HCIIOIL3YS €€ KaK 0mopy, 3¢heKTHO mepenprrHyia dyepes
OPYTHX, PAaCKUOAB UX HOTAMM, ¥ TPALMO3HO MPU3EMITHAIIACh IPSIMO Tepen Maii.

— Kro0 THI... — M3ii, mpebriBas B 6pey, HACTOPOKEHHO ITOCMOTpesia Ha Hee: — Ellle ogHa, KTO
IIpHULIE] pa3pyIUTh MO€e cUacThe?!

— Yo TH Hecemn?! 1 npumniia Tebs cnactu! — KuaHa cxBaTuiia ee 3a M€Yy, IHITAsICh IOOHATH, HO
M3y ogHUM pe3KUM [ABUXKEHUEM OTTOJIKHYJa ee: — Vicue3Hu! MHe He HyXKHa TBOS XKaJloCTh!

MepTBeLIbI BHE3AIIHO B3PEBEJIN, HO HUKTO U3 HUX HE OCMEJIUTICA I'IpI/I6J'II/ISI/ITBCH K Mboii.

— ITouemy ocTanbHBIE MEPTBEIE! BAPYT... — KraHa, r1sgd Ha CTpaHHOe ITOBefleHKe Bparos, MOHSTa
MCTHHY, KOTOPYIO ObIJI0 HEBO3MOXKHO OTPHUIAaTh: PaligsH Mol U eCTh HCTOYHUK JHepruu XOHKai.

— Hcue3nuTte Bce! — 3akpuyana Mai u Opocunachk 6exath.

— 9! Kyna Th?! — KraHa mHya MepTBella, BITaBIIErocs: «00HITh» ee, U KPUKHYJIA BCIIell, HO B
OTBET IIpOTpeMeJ I 0YepeHoM yaap rpoma. — [IpoknsaTee... Korga pa3depych ¢ 3TUMHU TBapsIMH,
s1 00s13aTENIBHO MPEIofaM 9TOU YIPSIMOU OEBUIlE VPOK!

Cxka3zaB 3T0, OHa C TOJIOBOY OKYHYJIaCh B HOBYIO BOJIHY MEPTBELIOB.
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