[TpaBuia ObITM HEBHIHOCUMEI, @ OT CKYKH KJIOHUJIO B COH. Ho BMecTo Toro 4To0H KjieBaTh HOCOM, BaH
LI3ucu pemun NpocTo YCHYTh, U Tak, YCTPOUBIIUCH TOJIOBOY Ha KoneHsx @y FOs1, oH mpocman go
CaMoT0 yKHUHa.

@y 01 — cTpanHbIM YennoBeK. OH MPOCHUAEN TaK HEIIOABUXKHO 1IeJIbIi Bedep, 103BosdsA BaH 1l3ucu
HCI0Ib30BaTh CBOM KOJIEHU B KaueCTBe MOAYILIKHY, ¥ faXe He MOMbITalCsd Bo3pa3uTh. Bau 1l3ucu, mo
CYTH, TIOJIb30BAJICS €r0 CHUCXOIUTEIBbHOCThIO: OH BeJl cebs Tak Hariyio U 6e3pacCymHO JIHIIb TOTOMY,
yTo 3Ha/1 — Oy KOi He cTaHeT ¢ HUM CCOPUTHCH.

— He xouems HepeKYCI/ITB? [ToegumM, IIpexne 9eM OTIIPaBHMCS Ha OaHKeT.

Ban 1[3ucu pemuTeIbHO TOMOTAN TOJI0BOM. B MBICTISIX OH paccyXman Tak: Ha 6aHKeTe OymeT He
CUYeCTb U3BICKAHHEIX SICTB, 4 €CJIM OH HAaeCTCS JoMa, TO KaK IOTOM HACJIaMUTLCS BCEMH 3TUMU
OenuKaTecaMu?

— Torpa B nyTsh.

@y FO# nogHscs, IPOIIeN B CIaibHI0, YTOOL CMEHUTH XanaT, ¥ BaH 1[31ucu BOCIOIb30BanCs
ciydaeM, 4TOOBI ToXKe mepeomeThesi. OH clipaBuUICs OBICTPO, BCETO 3a IIapy MUHYT, U BHIIIEN XOATh
@y 105 y oBepeu ero cunanbHu. A BoT Oy KOl mepeoneBancsa My4YUuTeNNbHO A0JT0, TakK 4To BaH LI3ucu
CHOBa HaAyvaJio KJIOHUTE B COH.

OH HayaJ KMBaTh I'OJIOBOM, a IIOTOM ¥ BOBCE IIPUCIIOHUJICA €10 K OBEPH, ITPOOO0JIZKasaA NPEeEMATh.

B arot cameii MoMeHT @y FO# oTKpBUI ABeph. Ban L[31cy Bcel TSXKeCThIO CBOET0 TeJla OIUpasICs Ha
Hee, Oyy4u yBepeHHHIM, YTO ABEPD 3alepTa U3HYTPH U He nopapacTtcs. Ho korga @y KO oTogBuHyN
3acoB, ornopa ucyesna. [1o uHepuu Ban L[3ucu noneten Buepen, IpsaMo Tyaa, rae crosan Oy H0u, u
Bpe3aJiCs B HET0 BCEM TEJIOM.

@y FOu TOJIBKO YTO EPEOAENICS B YEPHBIM IapPYOBLIM XajaT C BEIIIUTEIMU Y30paMH, OT HEr0 UCXOOUII
TOHKUU apoMarT caHfana. Ba# Li3ucu 3aphics MUIOM IPSIMO B €70 I'PYIb.

OH YyBCTBOBAJI 3TOT HEXKHHBIN 3alax, HO JIUI[0 eT0 TOPEeJIo, ¥ MOAHSTh T'0JI0BY, YTOOH! B3TJISIHYTh Ha
BeIpaxkeHnue nuita Oy 104, on He ocMmenuiics. Oy KOt MHCTUHKTUBHO 00XBATUII €70 PyKaMu. JTa
MUHYTa HeXKHOCTHU IJIUJIach He 0OJIbIlle eCsATU CeKyHI, a Korga @y FOit onoMHHUTICS, TO TYT XKe
OTTONKHYT ero. Bau LI3ucu He ymepkasncs Ha HOTax ¥ IIJIENHYJICS Ha IOI.

— Oit! Mos 3aguutnia! Kaxercsi, s or6un ce6e Bce ¢puneirHoe MecTo!

Ha camowm pene, 601eso He Tak YK CUJIBHO, OH IIPOCTO PUTBOPSsICs, yTo0s Oy Ot momyman, 6ynro
TpaBMa — 3TO pe3yJbTaT TOro camoro Tonyka. @y FOit Ha MrHOBeHUE [laKe He HalllesCcs, YTO
OTBETHUT.



Bau LI3ucu gonro IIPUYUTA Ha II0JIy, HO, YBUIEB, 9YTO Q)y HOi1 He co61/1paeTc;{ IIOMOTraTh €MY BCTATh,
TIOXJI0TIAJI ce0s 1Mo ATOoOHuIIaM, IIOOHAJICA U C 061/1110171 IIPpOU3HEC:

— ITouemy THI He ToMor MHe? Ecnu Ovl He THI, 51 OB He ymum6cs!

— 4 TonpKO ceromHs yuua Te6s mpaBUIaM MIPUIAYKS, @ TH CpPa3dy XKe TaKoe YCTPOuJ! — B ero roioce
CKBO3MJIO BOPYJIMBOE HEOBOJILCTBO, HO OH He MOT yaepxkaThcs u Opocust Ha Ban L3ucu
00€eCIIOKOEHHBIN B3TJIsAA. YOEeAUBIINUCH, UTO TOT HE MOJIyYUs CEpbe3HBIX MoBpexaeHul, Oy FOu
IMIUPOKUM IIIarOM CITYCTHJICS C KPbUIblla ¥ HAIPaBUJICA K BHIXOTY.

Ban LI3ucu, pasymMeeTcs, IOCIEIINI CIIELOM.

[Toe3nka B KapeTe 3aHs/Ia OKOJIO NTaJlouKy 01ar0OBOHUM, U BCKOPe OHU NPUOLIIHN B IOMECTbe reHepasa
Y lllaHs. Y BOPOT UX yXKe NOAXUAAI CIIyTa.

— Bare BricouecTBo, ceronus mozxasnosai caM Ero Benmuectso!

Cnyra xkpmani 3mech cenuranbio, 4To0u npenynpenuts Oy KOst OBITH MpemenbHO 0CTOPOKHLIM B
CJI0BaX ¥ ITOCTYIKax Ha OaHKeTe.

— Xopotio, s MOHAN. MeHs yKe eCTh KOMY 00CITyKUTb, MOXKEIIb UATH.

Orocnag cnyry, @y KO# GBICTPEIM IIaroM HaIPaBUJICS B TJIaBHBIN 3all.

[TecHH ¥ TAHIIHI y2Ke HAYaJIKCh, HO HUKTO €llle He IIPUTPOHYJICS K BUHY M 3aKyCKaM — Ka3aJioCk, BCe
xaanu Tonbko @y FOsi. Bas LI3ucu mpoIen B 3ajl BMECTE C HUM ¥ YKPAAKOH B3T/ISHYI Ha TOYETHRIE
MecTa. iMmepaTop, CUIEBIINI Ha IJIaBHOM TPOHE, BeJl ce0si Ha yOUBJIEHUE TUXO: €0 Tjla3a OrUin
pukoBaHb K Oy FO10. OH He MPOU3HOCUTI HY CJI0BA U He [eJIajl INIIHUX ABUKEHUU, 3aCTHIB ITOI00HO
OPOH30BOMY M3BasSHUIO, HO B TIyOMHE ero B3TJIsa YUTANaCh TaKas IPUBSI3aHHOCTh, KOTOPYIO
HEBO3MOXKHO OBIII0O UMUTHPOBATb.

@y HO#1 cnoXKum n1afloHU B IPUBETCTBUU:

— IIpowmy npoitenus, Baire BennyecTBo, 1 IPUIIO3THUIICH.

Kaxmoe ero mBuzxkeHue OBIIO UCIIONTHEHO HeBhIpa3uMoi rpauuu. OH Bcerga Obin mobuMiieM Hebec, a
Terepb, 00JIafiasi OTPOMHOM BJIACThIO, OH IIOYTH HE UMeJ COTIePHUKOB MpHU ABope. Ero mosenexue
OBITIO HETIPUHYKIEHHBIM, 11032 — PAccIa0IeHHOM, a MAaHEPHE — €CTECTBEHHBEIMU U 3JIeTaHTHBIMH.

— He HyXkHO lepemMonuii, 6pat. Bce xKayT TonbKo Te0s, YTOOR HayaTh Tpamesy. IIpoxonu, cafucs.



T'onmoc ummepaTopa ObIT MO-HETCKH 3BOHKUM M HEXKHBIM, KaK Y MaJIbYHINKHA, KOTOPOMY eIrle HeT U
mecTHaauaTH. Ban L[3ucy BHe3aMHO TOYYBCTBOBAJT XKTI'y4dee TI0O0IBITCTBO OTHOCUTEILHO JIMYHOCTH
aToro umieparopa. OH Tak ycepaHO MPUCMATPUBAJICS K MIPHUOBOPHEIM, YTO COBCEM 3a0bIn 00 3TOM
CaMOM BakKHOM 4eJI0BEKe, CTOSIIEeM BO I'JlaBe TOCyIapCTBa.

On YKpa)Z[KOfI ITIOKOCHIJICA Ha Q)y Os, HO TOT OBIIT HEBO3MYTHUM, U HA €JUHad SMOIKA He OAPOTHYyJId Ha
€ro JIuIe.

[Tocne npusetctBus Oy FOu 3ans1 cBOe MecTo, a Ban L]3ucu BCcTal pamgoM.

— HauuHaeM! — ckoMaHOBaI UMIIEPATOP.

[To 3amy mpoHeccs IMIOPOX, 3a3BeHella II0Cyfia, U IoCJie TOT0, KaK yTUX TepPBOHAYaIbHAIY Iy M,
MMIIEPATOP CHOBA 3aTOBOPUII:

— Ceropgus meHb poxaeHus resepana Y [Mlaus. 4 He MacTep IPOU3HOCUTH KPACUBBEIE PEUH, TAK YTO
IIPOCTO BBINBIO 3@ €ro 3[0POBLE!

MUHUCTPHL IOCTIE0BAIA €T0 IIPUMEPY, 3aJIlIOM OCYLIUIN KYOKM M JUIIL 3aTeM Hadalu HanepeOoun
CHITIATh [TO3[PaBIIEHUSIMHU.

Buumanue Ban Li3ucu ObIIO IPUKOBAHO K €fle Ha CTOJIE. B 9TOT Yac ero XXuBOT ITpefaTeIbCKU
3aypyas, ¥ OH CMYIIIEeHHO YIIBIOHYJIICS, IPUKPHIB €T0 PYKOH.

@y FO# HaxMypuics, 00epHyJICS K HEMY U IIPOIIENTalt:

— Capucsh psmoM. Emib Bce, 4TO XOYeIITh.

Ban LI3ucu 0T pagocTu efiBa He MOANPLITHYJI, IOPKHYJI Ha MecTo psagoM ¢ Oy FOeM U, Kak TOJIBKO
yCeJcsi, IPUHSAJCS C KagHOCTHIO IOTJIOMAaTh yroleHnus. Takoe HeBOCIUTaHHOE NT0BefeHue OBLII0
neBKoM B aymry @y IO, KOTOPHIY Leblid Beuep yuua ero npunuuusam. Oy KOu nums nokayvan
T'0JIOBOM, B3[[OXHYJI U, B3IB CBOM KYOOK, TPOJOJIKUII TUTH BUHO. Pa3 yK OH X04YeT eCTh — MyCTh €CT.
@y 101 Ben cebs Tak, OyATO HUUETO HE 3aMeyaer.

OI_IHaKO OCTaJIbHBI€ MUHUMCTPEI Ha OaHKeTe Hayaju C JI000IEITCTBOM MMOriIdabIBaTh B X CTOPOHY.

Y lllaHb, X035IMH CETONHSIITHEI0 TOPKECTBA, BRITJISAEI CTPAHHO — ero mpuyecka Obljla KaKOH-TO
Hecypa3HoH. HesiCHO, TO JTu OH HaPOYHO ITpHUYecasCs TaK HePSIUIMBO, TO JIM €ro CIIyTa CEerOfHS B3I
BBIXOTHOM?

Y lllans Bupen Bau Li3ucu BCcero HeCKOIbKO AHEN Ha3a[, ¥, 3aMETHUB ero XKagHyl MaHepy efbl, cpa3y
IIOHSJI, KTO 9TO Takou. OH He MOT yepXkKaTbhCs OT KOJIKOCTH B agpec Py HOs:



— Kus3p FO1, HeyxKenu BH faxe Ha 0AaHKET He MOXKeTe SIBUThCS 0e3 Hero? UM BImpaBay MPUBEIH €T0 C
coboi? Cuput y Bac 1nop 60KOM U HaeflaeTcs Tak, OyATO 3TO CBUHBS UK co0aKa, a He YeJI0BEK —
CMOTPETH IIPOTUBHO!

Bau L[3ucu, pa3yMeeTcs, IIOHSJ, YTO ero 0CKop6isaioT. OH BEITEP POT PYKABOM U TYT K€ ITapupOBall:

— Il'enepan ¥, BH He nipaBHl. ECu y2K TOBOPUTH O CBUHBSX U coOaKax, TO JIydllle IOCMOTPUTE Ha CBOIO
Ipu4Yecky — Gy[TO Bac TOJLKO YTO MOJIHKEH yoapuio. My Be coOupaeTech caMu KOT'0-TO ITOPa3UTh
3THM 3JIeKTpuuecTBOM? He myMaiiTe, YTO €CJIM HAlleNUJIX Ha TOJI0BY 3TY KOIHY CeHa, TO CTalIu
TI0X0XKH Ha aHrena. OT TAaKOTo BUa Y MEHS BO3HUKAET OIIYILIEHUE, YTO CPeH KypaBJiel 3aTecanach
kyputia! XoTs, cy[s 10 BalleMy JIMIY, ¥ BaC U Tak HU3KOE pa3pelleHne — BHEUTHOCThb TaKas, 4To
TOJIKO COHHBIE TJIa3a MPORUpaTh.

Mario KTO U3 IPUCYTCTBYIOIIUX [TIOHAJI CMBICTI €0 CJIOB, HO IIOYTH BCE YJIOBU/IM, UTO 9TO HaCMeIlIKa
Hap nmpudeckon Y llans.

— Tel... TH... mpocTo Harmen! He mymai, 4To 51 3a6blJT Ty KCTOPHUIO C KypUHBIM cyroM! Ecnu Ovl He
3ammra Oy FOs, s Obl BHIIBHIPHY Te0S OTCIofga ¥ U30u 0 momycMepTu! Y THL... CMeelb Tak
Iep3uTh Ha MoeM OaHkeTe? f nokaxy Tebe, roe paku 3UMyOT!

Y IlTa"b BCKOYHUII CO CBOET0 MecTa 1 Opocusics K Ban Li3ucu. ['eHeparsn OblI HE CITUIIKOM
coobpa3uTeseH: cioBa Bax LI3ucu ObIIM TPOBOKAIKEH, HO OH He oxupmasi, 4To Y IIlaHs HAaCTOIBKO
TIOTEPSIET JIUI0 U PEIIUTCS PacIyCKaTh PyKU MPSIMO Ha COOCTBEHHOM [HE POXKEHUs, [la ellle 1 Ha
rja3ax y uMIieparTopa.

— BepHuch Ha MecTo! — ckoMaHpoBas Py HOu.

Te, KTO yKe OBITIO TOTHSIICS, YTOOBI TOCMOTPETD Ha IIPefiCTaBlIeHKe, IIOCIEIIHO cenu 00paTHO. Y
[ITans OB B IPOCTH, M €70 Hejlelas MpuYecka CTajla elle 3aMeTHee — FOBOPHUIIH, YTO OT I'HeBa
BOJIOCBHI MOT'YT BCTATh AHIOOM, M ceidac 3TO OblJI0 MMEHHO Tak. [IpaBaa, CBOM THEB €My IIPUILIIOCH
nopasuTh nepep nunom Py 0.

B aToT MoMeHT B TonioBe BaH LI3ucu pa3maics rooc CUCTEMB: MTPOK MCITONTb30Bajl BepOaIbHY0
arpeccuio, He COOTBETCTBYIOIIYIO 3TI0XE, YTO PACKPHIBAET HHPOPMAIIHIO O BPeMEeHH eT0
ITPOMCXOXKIEeHUs. BEIHOCUTCS KpacHasi KapToyka — MpeaynpexaeHue!

Ban L[3I/ICI/I HEeJJOBOJIBHO CKPHMBHUIJICSA, HO, CAEJIaB BU]], YTO HUYETO HE IIPONIOIIJIO, ITPOOOJIZKHII €CTh 1
IINTh.

— l'eHepan VY, oH ellle MOJIOM ¥ HAarOBOPHUJI JuIIHero. [Ipomry, pagu Hallel ApyxKO0bl CO BpeMeH y4eOH,
OKaxuTe MHe T00e3HOCTh U He IIpuaaBaliTe 9TOMy 3HaueHus1. CerofHs BeOb Balll IPa3gHUK, OyabTe
BERIIIIE 3TOrO!



Y lllanb He HaIeJsCs, YTO OTBeTUTh — Jioruka @y FOs Orina Oe3ynpeyuna. Ilog naBnenreM
OKPYXKaloIIuX OH BEePHYJCS 3a CBOU CTOJ. baHKeT npogonxuscs. Bax Li3ucu nocmoTpen Ha Oy 05 u
C 2XKajI00HBIM BUIOM ITPOIIEITaT:

— THI mOIKeH 3alIUTUTh MeHs! OTo Begb OHYM Ha MEHsS Hamasu!

®y HO# HegOBOJILHO OTBEPHYJICS. B myie oH Kopun ce0si: He CIIUIIKOM JIM OH CerOOHS IePEerHy
nanky? He cnumkom v MsarkoceppedeH oH Obll, 3amumnias Bax 1[3ucu, pa3 m03BOIUI TOMY TaK
yHu3uTh Y lllaHsa nepen ©MIepaTopoM U NPUABOPHBIMU?

WmnepaTop, pa3yMeeTcs, Teleph He MOT UTHOPUPOBATh cyTHHUKA Oy FOs.

— Bpart, Mory 5 3aiaTh HECKPOMHEIY BOoIIpoc? KTo 3TOT 4eioBeK PSAHOM C TOOOU?

Y [llanp, BOCIIO/IL30BABIIKCH CITy4YaeM, BHIIAIUII:

— DTO HOBHIM Manb4yuK-(paBopuT KHA34 0. KHA3b Teneps AyLIX B HEM He YaeT U He II03BOJIIeT
HUKOMY CKa3aTh 0 HEM HU €IUHOT0 AYPHOIO CjioBa!

Crouo mpo3By4aTh CJIOBaM «Malb4uK-haBoput», Kak Oy H0it u Ban 1[3ucu cTanu neHTpoM
BHHMaHUS BCero 3aja. Bax L[3ucu He mofan BUAY ¥ IPOJOJIKUII TPane3y — eMy OblJI0 HHTEPECHO,
KakKoe BblpaxeHue nuia oynet y @y KOs oT Takoi HETTOBKOCTH.

®y FOu, Ka3anocy, HU4Yero He CbllIal — OH IIPOCTO OMYyCTUJI T'OJIOBY U IIUJI CBOE BHHO.

— Bpar, aTo mpaBaa?

®y FO# nogusn B3O U 6poCcui Ha ©MIlepaTopa KOPOTKUM B3TJISIH, OT KOTOPOTO TOT TYT Xe
IIPUKYCHUJT I3bIK.

— IIpaBpga 9TO UMK N0XKb — pa3Be Baille BennyecTBo He B CUIax OMPEAEIUTh CaMOCTOSTENIbHO? Bl
y2Ke B3POCJIbIM YeI0BEK, HEYKEIH 10 KaXkXA0My IIyCTSIKOBOMY BOIIPOCY B I'OCYapCTBEHHHIX [ejlaX Bhl
HaMepeHHl o0paIaTbCs Ko MHe? UTO MPaBUIbHO, @ UYTO HET — CYAUThH BaM caMoMy!

@y FO# Obln cMIIKOM HapiMeHeH. Heyxkemnu oH pa3o3nuicsa? 3an cHOBa 3auryMmen. Ban L3ucu crano
He 110 cebe. Benb Bcs 9Ta clnoBecHas nepenanka Oblyla HallpaBjieHa IPOTUB HETO, ¥ OH He MOT IIPOCTO
TaK OCTAThCS B CTOPOHE.

Ox pepryn Oy 04 3a pykaB U OTpUIIATEIbHO IT0KaYas rojioBoi. OH Hayas ccopy ¢ YV lllanem TOIBKO
IIOTOMY, YTO He ClepKaJl 3MOIui, HO coBceM 3a0nii, 4To Oy HOii — YenoBeK ¢ BRICOKUM CTaTyCOM
npu gBope. Ero npurnacuny, ero NpuBesiy, a OH YCTPOUI CKaHJal U 0CKOpOUsI X03siMHa Ha rjlasax y
Bcex. KoHeuHO, 0H He Mor He 3a60TuThCs 0 penyrauuu Oy FOs. A Teneps elle U 3TO 0CKOPOUTENbHOE



3BaHUe «(haBopuTa»... HeCMOTps Ha 3710CTh, OH MOHMMAJTI, YTO JIIOACKAs MOJIBa CTPAIIIHA, U JIy4IIee
pelleHre celyac — IMOKUHYTh MECTO Pa3fopa.

— Bame BenuuecTBo, MHE HEXOPOIIIO, IT03BOIBTE OTKIAHATHCS!

He o6painasi BHuMaHus Ha menot Bokpyr, Oy FOi nmogusics, cxsatun Ban L3ucu u yBen ero u3s
3ana.
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