[TonpaBuB npryecKy, Bau L[3ucu HaKOHeI] 03By4MI CBOIO IIPOCKOY.

OH XOTeJI onacTh B CTOIULY, B PE3UOEHLIUIO BaHa!

B 9TOM poMaHe MOTHO TUTYJIO0BAaHHKIX 0C00, HO TJIaBHBIN T'epPOy JIUIIL OOUH — POAHOM OpaT
IPaBAILEero UMIIepaTopa, caMas BIusITeIbHasd pUrypa npu gope — Bax HOi!

Korma oH BeICKa3asI 9TO XeJlaHKWE, YeJI0BEeK B MacKe CIPOCHUI: 3aueM Te0e B pe3uneHIuio BaHa FOs?

A nmy yenoseka!

Kakoro yenoBeka? — mpuxkarl ero BOIpocaMyu MyK4YiHa B YEPHOM.

...3aueM Tebe 3HATh Tak nogpobHo? Mury, 3HaYuT Ullly! — TOJIBKO yCIesn noroBoputh Bau L3ucu, kak
TOT CHOBA IIOJIHAJI CBOE OPYXHUE.

Bpart, maBaii ob6origeMcs 6e3 KpaliHOCTel! — yBumeB opyxkue, Ban LI3ucyu MrHOBEHHO CTPYCHII,
HaATSHYJ Ha JIUI0 BEIMYYEHHYIO VIBIOKY ¥ UyTh JIM He BHICYHYJI SI3bIK, KaK mobuTtas cofaka.

4 mory Tebs orBe3Tu! Ho moMHU, YTO Temeph THI JOJIXKEH MHE 3a JOpory!

Yto? Pa3Be 51 He otHan Tebe mosic u3 Hedpura? [loyeMy elle U 3a HOPOTY IJIATUTH?

MyxX4rHa B Y4epHOM OTBETHUJI: [Tosic s B35/ B 6J1aromapHOCTh 3a TO, UTO ITOMOT Te0e MPUBECTH BOJIOCH
B TIOPSIZIOK, & 3@ 9Ty MPOCKOY TH yKe B HOATy. [locTaBKa Te6s B CTONHILY, B PE3UAEHIINIO BaHA — 3TO
TpaTa MOEro BPEMEHHU U CHUJI, TaK YTO IIJIaTa 3a IIPOe3]] BIIOJIHE OlpaBhaHa.

Ban LI3ucu nuimmrcs gapa pedu, HO, IOPa3MBIC/IUB, IIOHAJ, YTO [onascs B JIOBYIIKY! Heyxkemnu Bce
JIIOOY B JPEBHOCTHU TaKue pacueTiuBele? My, MOXKeT, OH TOXKe UI'POK, Kak u 1?7 Ho Kak HU KPyTH,
IIOCTYTIOK Yy HETO He MO-TIallaHCKU O JIbIH !

Ban LI3ucu nompayHesn. EMy IpUIIIOCH COTJIACUTHCS: OH MOHATHUS He UMETI, TOe HaXOOUTCS CTOJIUIIA.
A ecnu nyTh HeONMU3KKH, [1a ellle ¥ HAaBHIKOB CaMO0OOPOHKI HET — BAPYT IO IOPOT'e BCTPETATCS
pa300iHNKY UK HaeMHBle yOuulpl? Torma ero Ku3HA TOYHO KOHEIT!

Pemmn? Ecnu He cornaceH, 51 yX0XKy, — CKa3aJl YeJIOBEeK B YePHOM U ykKe CoOpascs yXOOUTb.

Cornacesn! d cornacen, gosoneHn? ITomu yxke! — Ban L[3ucu nmonpasun ogexay. Ero naras Touka fo
CHUX TIOp HBINIA, HO Ha Ayle ObLyIo elle O0NbHEE: OH ellle faXke He Hauall 3apabaThiBaTh cepebpo, a
yKe oCTajicsl B MUHYcCe. [laxke He BCTPETUBIIUCH C BAHOM, OH y2Ke II0IIa oA YTPO3Hl 3TOT0
HaeMHHKa! [[o 4ero xke HecyacTHA eT0 XU3Hb! BHe UTPOBOTO MUPa OH OBIT HEYAAYHUKOM, ¥ BHYTPHU



UTPHL OCTaJICA UM Xe!

3Han Ol 3apaHee, He BeIOpas OBl KaHp 11000BHOTO poMaHa! OH pacCYXUTHIBAI HA POMAHTUKY U
KPaCHUBBIE UCTOPUHU, & BMECTO 3TOT0, He BCTPETHB HU OIHOM [E€BYIIKHY, BIISNAJICS B HEIPUSATHOCTH H3-
3a rpyboro mMyxiaHa!

OM, moroau, a rae TBOM KOoHb? Kak Th coOMpaelibcsi Be3TH MeHS B CTOnuIy 0e3 KoHs? Heyxkenu ¢
IIOMOIIBbI0 IUTYH? Ho g He yMelo J1eTaTh, THl CMOXKeIllb TAllluTh MeHs 3a c000#? HeT-HeT, 3T
CJIMLIKOM omacHo! [lyMalo, nydilie HaM IIPOCTO JOUTU MELIKOM!

MyxX4rHa B Y4ePHOM IIPUNIOHSI OpOBb, rsifsd Ha Ban Ll3ucu. IToT TpycnuBki cabak cobpasics B
OOVHOYKY UATH B PE3UOEHINIO BaHa, [a ellle ¥ KOT0-TO TaM UCKaTb — Bepx 6e3ymus!

Ecnu xo4emb XKUTh, 3aKPOKU POT!

Ban LI3ucu oT ucnyra B3EPOTHYJI ¥ MOCIIEIIHO 3aXKaJsl POT 00eUMHU PyKaMHu.

[lepxucs Kpenue!

Croumno Bau LI3ucu cXBaTUTLCA 3a PYKY MYKYUHBI, KaK TOT COBEPIINII IIPEIKOK B BO3MYX.

A-a-a... MamMOyKa... IOMe[JIeHHEE... Ipoily, IoMegjieHHee... d... 4 0010Ch BBICOTHI...

Tak, KopoTKuMHU nepedekKaMiu, OHHA B HTOTe NOOPAIMCh N0 CTOJIUIIEL.

CronuuHas POCKOIIbL, KOHEYHO, He IIIJIa HU B KaKO€ CPaBHEHNE C OKPAWHAMU: OecurcleHHbIe JIaBKH,
JIOMAIIECs OT HpaFOHeHHOCTefI U JUKOBHMHHEBEIX TOBAPOB. YBuUmeB BCE 3T0 I/I3061/IJ'II/Ie, Ban LI3ucu
BCIIOMHMHIJI, 4YTO He €JI C CaMOI'0 BUepalllHero Be4epa.

O#, Opart, chaenail MUJIOCTh, KyIIi MHE ITapOBOM MUPOKOK! — pa3 yK OH BCe PABHO 3afI0J1KaJl 3TOMY
TIapHIO0, KaKas pa3Hulla, CTAHET JOJIT UyTh OOJIbIIE MM MEHbIIIE.

MyX4rHa B Y4ePHOM CHOBa CKENITUYECKHU IMIPUIIOAHSI OpoBb. TOJIBKO YTO 3TOT IapeHb ApoXKall OT
CTpaxa, a Telepb, OKa3aBIIUCh B CTONNIIE, 6ECCTRITHO KISHYUT efy! BripoueM, He CTOUT TPATUTh
BPEMsI Ha CIIOPHI C HUM, JIMIIHKE TPOIIX IS HEr0 POJIM He UTPaloT.

Ou notsuyn Bax 1[3ucu 3a pykKaB ¥ 3aTalluil B OJIMXKaWIIUN PECTOPAH.

Xo03s511H, Hecu CBOM ¢pupMeHHEBIe O1iofia!l — efBa MyK4KHa yCIIeNl 9TO CKa3aTh, KakK Ban LI3ucu cHOBa
3aBOJIHOBAJICS: JU, 51 IPOCUJI TOJIBKO ITUPOXKOK, 51 He cobuparscs ¢ To0ol nuposaTs! Thl XOTh 3HAEIID,
CKOJIBKO CTOUT 00ef B TakoM MecTe? HeT, HET, yX0ouM, CKOpee yxonum!



Baw 1I3ucu co6pascs 610 c6exkaTh, HO He YCIIEN CAeaTh ¥ ABYX IIAaroB, KaK ero BTAIUIN 06paTHO:
3a obeq mmayvy s, MPOCTO 3AMUIIN 3TO B CBOM AOJT!

Y npaBpa, 6oray ¢ MUPOKOH AyIION, HO, TF00E3HBIM, TOTyMak X0Th HEMHOTO: 51 Be[lb 3TOT 00e[ He
nOTSAHY!

[Topoxnu MeHd 30ech! { cx0Xy nepeoneHycs!

Ban LI3ucu ocTaBuiu B pecTopaHe, a MyK4lHa B YEPHOM IIOAHSJICSA Ha BTOPOU 3TaX.

Ecnu He ceitdac, To Korfma? Heyxenu oH Bcepbe3 cOOMpaeTCss CKUTAThCS IO CBETY C 3TUM
HaeMHUKOM ¥ KONUTh gonru? OH 4To, AypaK?

[Togymas Tak, Ban LI3ucu nocMoTpes Ha pacCTaBlleHHEBIE IO CTOJIy My4YHBIE U3Ee/Hs U 3aKyCKH,
3anuxHyJ Iapy MWITYK B POT, ellle ABe IPUXBATUII B PYKHU U OBLIT TAaKOB.

Korpa MyX4urHa B UepPHOM CIIyCTHUJICS, IEPEOAEBIINCh, OH YBUEJI, YTO 3@ CTOJIOM HUKOTO HET, a Ha
TapeJIKe 0CTaJIoCh BCETO MIBe JIETIEMKHU. B TOT XKe MUT OH IIOHSJI, YTO IIPOU30IIIIO.

Otnuuno! Ban 1I3ucu! M= etle BctpetuMcsi! Y Torga st Te6s1 B IOPOIIIOK COTPY!

BribexxaB u3 pectopaHa, Ban L3ucu He 3Ha, Ky#a nofgaThesi. 2KMBOT 1OKa He ypy4aJl, HO TJIaBHOM
3afjayell 0CTaBaJIOCh HAUTH pe3ufeHIuio BaHa! OgHaKo, mpexae 4YeM BXOAUTh Tyfa, CIeq0Baio
COCTaBUTD MEeTaIbHLIHN IIIaH.

Ha camowMm [ferne, 3afgada 3By4asia CJI0XKHO, @ BOT BHIIIOJIHUTH ee OBIJIO MTPOCTO: HYKHO JIUIIb BHIBECTH
BaHa u3 cebsi, YTOOBI OH B ITIOPEIBE SIPOCTHU CXBATHIICS 3a MeY ¥ MPUKOHYHUJI €T0 — pa3Be He B 3TOM
3aKII04Yaaach MUCCUS?

C TakuMu MBICTISIMH OH Hadall CTPOUTH KOBAPHEIE TIJIaHEBI.

IoOpaBHIKCh 0 BOPOT PE3UMEHIINU, OH OBIJT OCTAaHOBJIEH OXPAHOM.

Kto nuget?

4... s uiy Baurero BaHa! OH... OH [JOJIXKeH MHe [eHer!

CrpaxHuk okuHyIn Ban 1I3ucu B3rnsimoM. B ero ogexme 060 B pe3ueHINA MOT HAUTU COTHU
TaKWX e JIOXMOTbeB. [la u ¢ yero 0wl GorateiiieMy BaHy 3aHUMAaTh Y HETO IeHbIH?



Banxa HeT moMmal!

Pa3Be mor BaH Ll3ucu I0BEpUTH B TaKyl0 AEIIEBYI0 OTTOBOPKY? OH pellus B3Th ©U3MOPOM: CeJl
IIPSIMO Y BOPOT, 3as1BUB, YTO C MeCTa He CABUHETC!

[TpocumeB Tak IOJIOHS, OH CTaJI JIOBUTh Ha ce0e CTpaHHBIE B3TISIAB ITPoxoxkux. OXpaHa ToXKe Havasa
TIOHMMATh, UTO 3TO MMOPTHUT PEMyTaLKMI0 JOMa, ¥ OOUH U3 HUX MOAOLIes CIpocuTh: CKOJIBKO BaH Tebe
OOJIXKeH?

Ban LI3ucu He TOHMMaI BajlOTy 3TOT0 MUPa U MPOCTO NANHYI: ThCAYy!

Yenyxa! Kak BaH M0OXKeT OLITh OIKEH Tebe CTONbKO AeHer? He MOIIEHHUK JIU THI?

Ecnu He BepuTe, IIyCTUTE MEHA K HEMY, U CaAMH YBI/II[I/ITG!

Yo 3a myTku? TH XOTh IOHKMMaEIb, KAKOX CTAaTyC y BaHa? Pa3Be Takue, Kak TH, MOTYT 3aIllpOCTO C
HUM BCTPETUTHCS?

A 470 He Tak ¢ TakuMH, Kak A? YTo He Tak? [Ipe3purenbHOe OTHOIIEHNE K JTIOASAM — 3TO HU3KO! T
Be[Ib TOXKE BCETo JIUIIh CTPAXKHUK, OXPaHselllb YyxKO0ii IIOpoT, TakK M0YeMy CTPOUILD U3 ce0ss HEBECTh
yT0? Pa3Be TH He 3Haellb, 4YTO paboTa He onpenesnsgeT JOCTOMHCTBO YyenoBeka? Kak y Bac, IpeBHUX,
YCTPOEHHI MO3TH...

Bawn lI3ucu BhIBaIuI Ha CTPaKHUKOB BCE€ CBOU IIO3HAHUA O HpO(beCCI/IOHaJ'IbHOI;I 9TUKE, IIOJIYy4YEHHEIE
3a I'ogbl 2KU3HH. OXpaHHI/IKI/I JIMIOUIIACE Japa pedu v, HeJOBOJILHO BOPYad, BEPHYJIMCh Ha CBOU IIOCTHI.

Bce pmeticTBust Ban Li3ucu GbITM BUAHBI TOMY, KTO CKpBIBasICS B TeHU. Y Hamo ke OBIII0 TaKOMY
cnyuuthest! YTo K, TOCMOTPUM, Ha YTO CIIOCOOEH 3TOT IIapeHb, Pa3 OCMEJNUJICA IPUAYMaTh TaKyio
JI03Kb, YTOOLI BEIMAHUTh OeHbI'M ¥ BaHa! OH elle MoKaXeT 3TOMy HebarogapHOMy IIeHKY!

Ban ]_[3I/ICI/I IIPOOOIIZXKaAJl YIIOPCTBOBATDH, HO CTPAXKHUKHU CTOSAJIM HAMEPTBO XU BHYTPL HE ITYCKAJIH.

CornHIle yKe KJIOHUJIOCH K 3aKaTy. Mrpa Ka3anachk Kakoi-To abCypaHOM, a BEIXOHa U3 CUTyaluuu BaH
[I3ucu Tak u He IpUgyMal.

OH co0Opascs GbII0 TPUKOPHYTh Y BOPOT, HO CTOMJIO €My 3aKPHITh I'Jla3a, KaK K HeMy BhIOexkau
U3HYTPU ¥ TI03BAJIH B IOM.

On TMIOTAHYJICS, 3€EBHYII, OCMOTPEI CBOIO O€XKOYy, KOTOPaAd M3-3a CHA BCA IIOIIJIA CKIIaJKaMHt, HO OBITIO
He 0O UMH[2Ka — T'JIaBHOE II0IIaCTh BHy'TpB!



[TepBEIM ieIOM HYKHO pa3y3HaTh XapaKTep 3TOT0 BaHa, YTOOH HaWUTH CII0CoO ero B36ECUTD U
CIIPOBOLIMPOBATE Ha YOUMCTRO.

Wns o pe3upeniiuy, Ban 113ucu Bei3Ban Mansiia MsHM3Ha.

Mansim M3HM3H, ITpefocTaBb MHe 6a30ByI0 nHGOPMaIK0 06 3TOM BaHe!

XO0poI1110, BOT JaHHEIE:

@y I0u, 23 roga. 'maBHBIM repoy UTPHL. BrafeeT BoCKaMu, OOUH M3 CaMbIX OMMACHBIX JTIOOEN O
HBIHEIITHET0 uMIIepaTopa!l

XapaKTep: XOHOﬂHBIﬂ, KOB&pHLIfI, He ITOKa3bIBA€T CBOMX YYBCTB, HE JTIOOUT KeHIInH!

[Topckaska: Mrpox, Bel Bouuty B 30HY BiusiHust Oy FOs1, 6eperure CBOO XKU3Hb!

[ToBTOpHAs noxckaska: Bel Bounu B 30HY BausHusa Oy FOs!

Yo 9T0 3a nmoficKa3Ka Takas? Hu ¢oTorpadun, HU cTpaTeruu nmpoxoxngenus! Touno 6ar urpel! A 9To
3a Open mpo Helmo00Bh K XKeHIMHaM? Heykenu B UTpe 110 MOTHBaM J1I000BHOTO POMaHa HET TJIaBHOM
repouHu?

Jlaguo! Ha Mareiiia MaHM3Ha HafgeXK bl MaJjlo, TPUAETCS MMojaraThCsl Ha ces!

Bawn LI3ucu MbICIeHHO Tog6oapu cebsi: maxe eclid OH TPYC, Pagy BRIKHUBAHUS MIPUAETCS PUCKHYTH!

OH OBIJTI TOTOB, [aXKe PEIIUKY [JIs IPOBOKALIMY ITPOmyMaIt!

T'ocmomwH, TPOXOOKUTE, BaH BacC yKe JAaBHO XAeT! — CKa3all JBOPEIKUH, 0CTaBasiCh y ITOPOTa, SBHO He
coOHMPAsCh COIIPOBOXKIATE €T0 [asbIIle.

Ban LI3ucu cxkaJjl Kyjaku ¥ YBEPEHHO IIardyJl BHYTPb.

ApoMmarT caHfaia, KOJIBIIIYIIHEeCS KPaCHHIe IIeIKOBbIe 3aHaBECH — B 9TOM CTAPUHHOM HMHTEpPhepe y
Bawn lI3ucu mazxe HOTHW CTa/Id BaTHBEIMH.

Crnoii 3a cioeM pa3faBuUras 3aHaBeCH], OH IIPOIesT BriTy0b KOMHATHL.

Ha kpoBatu B r1y0uHE OH CMyTHO pa3nuyui Gurypy B 6ebx ogexaax.



OH mar 3a marom HpI/I6HI/I}KaHC${ K JIOXKY, HO, YBUEB TOIr'0, KTO Ha HEM JI€XKalJl, OCTOJIOEHET.

Bawn LI3ucu, MBI CHOBA BCTPETHUIHCH!

Tonoc moka3zarncs g0 6011 3HaKOMBIM. OTOT YeJIOBEK 3HAJI €T0 UMSI.

[ToMHUTCS, TH ellle He OTHANI MHe JoAT 3a mopory! Y, kcrartu, elle 3a o6ef. [Jaii-Ka MoCcYuTao,
CKOJIBKO BCET'0 THl MHE HOJIXKEeH!

YemtocTs Ban 1[3ucu 4yTh He BCTPETHUIIACh C ITOJIOM: YeJIOBEK Ha KPOBATH, C MOOEOHON YIIBIOKOM
B3UPaBIINi Ha Hero, ObIJT TEM CaMbIM HaeMHUKOM B MacKe U3 jieca Ha okpauHe! ITo Obln OH, 6e3
COMHeHUM!

[ToBOPOT croxkeTa OB HACTOJIBKO Pe3KKUM, uTO BaH [[3ucu He BhHgepKasl ¥ OyXHYJICS Ha KOJIeHH!
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