4 mo cuX Imop MOMHIO TO COJTHEYHOE YTPO, KOTTIa BEPHYJICS B POJOBYIO KYMUPHIO. BOCIIO/Ib30BaBLINCh
CllydaeM, sl PEeLInsI IPOUTUCH 10 3HAKOMOY M3BUJIMCTON TPOIIKe — Ha AyIlIe Cpa3y CTajlo KyHa Jerde.

[Tox sspxuM comuileM 1I3siHHaHS, CPey CUHUX KUPIHUYeH ¥ TEMHOH YepeIHIlsl, S HaleBasl YTO-TO
cebe o HOC. PyKu 3a7103KUTT 3a T'OJIOBY, LIEJ, IIPUTAHIIOBEIBAS, C BUIOM YeJI0BEKa, KOTOPOMY MOpe
10 KOJIeHO. M myCTh 5 3HaJI, YTO BIEpeau XIyT CMyTHHIE BpeMeHa, B Cep/ille BCe PAaBHO TEIIUINChH
MEUTHI 0 TpeKpacHoM OymyiieM. B Takre MOMEHTHI Jaxe Mei3ax BOKPYT KaXKeTCs YyIeCHBIM,
CJIOBHO y peGeHKa, KOTOPHIM BOT-BOT y3HAET, KaKOM ITOIapOK eMy IIPUTOTOBUIN Ha JeHb POXKIOEHUS,
— 51 OBLJI ITOJIOH HAJeX[ U OXKUTAHUH.

3a KpaCHHIMM BOPOTAMH lLlapuJjia TUIIKWHA. [Ipoiias CKBO3b r'yCcTyi0 6aMOYKOBYIO POIILY, 51 yBUAET
KYMUPHIO, CKPHITYIO CPEIX KUTIapUCOB, — HaXKe 3[1eCh OHa COXpaHsya CBOM CYPOBBIN, TOPbIA 0OJTUK.
Mo IllaHIUH CTOSAI BHYTPU, ONUH, CJIOBHO 0XKUMasi, KOTHa IOOHUMETCS BETEP U CTYCTATCS Tydu. OH
IepxXKaJj PYKU B IIMPOKUX pyKaBax, Ijla3a ero OblIM IPUKPHITH, a Ha JIALE 3aCTHUT XOJIOf.

— THI... BCe-Taku BEPHYIICA.

— 4, Crou Taiu, Bcerga gepky CBOe CJIOBO U He U3 TeX, KTO OTCTynaeT, — oTBeTun . — lllecTHaguaTh
7eT — 9To ObLI Halll yroBop. f oberan Tebe: KOT{a BEIPACTY, MBI BMECTE...

— ...IJIEYOM K TIJIe’y IIPOKIeM 1o MUPY 60EeBEIX UCKYCCTB, — 3aKOHYHUII OH 3a MEHS.

Hamma BcTpeya coycTd mecTHagUaTh JeT Ka3ajiach CHOM. B 9TOM CHe 51 mepeXuil CTOJIbKO
paccTaBaHU ¥ TOPECTEN, YTO He CYeCTh. M BOT, CyCTH IIeCTHAALaTh BECEH U OCEHEH, COH
pasBestyicst. MBI CTOSIIA OPYT HAMIPOTHUB APYTa, He B CUIaX Momo0paThk ClI0Ba, CJIOBHO BEPHYIIHCH B T
maneKue MHU, KOTHa MUY BUHO U UT'PAJId Ha IIMHE, YYBCTBYS ce0s CBOOOIHBIMY CTpaHHUKaMu Mupa
Mpaka.

— [lamMaTh y Tebs YTO Hago, — XMBIKHYVII 4.

OH moBepHYJICSA KO MHe. B ero riasax, 0TpaxKalollux Iejible TallakKTUKH, CKBO3UJIa TakKas HEKHOCTD,
yTO cepare aporuyno. OH 3aKyCHUNI TOHKKE, KaK JIeNeCTKU IePCUKa, TyOrl ¥ IPOIIenTa:

— Kaxmoe TBoe CJI0BO S IIOMHIO.

— Ilepecrasns! { nuuis He X04y HapYMWIUTh KJISTBY U 3al4THATH CBOE UMS. A 4TO TH 000 MHE
IyMaelllb — MHe BCe PaBHO. MH He DOLH4, He Ipy3bd, faxe OIU3K0 HeT. Tak, ciydaliHble IPOX0XKUE,
BU[IEJIUCEH TTapy pa3, — s MOCIEIIHO CKPeCTUJI PYKU Ha T'PYOH, BHICTaBNAS Iepes co00M 3HaK 3alpeTa.

— CnyqaﬁHHe IIPOXOXKHKe... — IIOBTOPHUII OH, ¥ B €TI0 XOJIOOHEIX I'lTa3aX ITPOMEJIbKHYJIAa I'PYCTh.

— Hy pma. Kaptuny Tpex Yuenuit 1 Tebe mocTany, TBoero Usus Cu Toxke MOMOry HauTu. Bce, 4To 5
Iefnaio — 9TO YTOOBI OTIUIATUTE 3a TO, YTO ThI CIIaC MeHSs IIeCTHAAATh JIeT Ha3al, U CaepXKaTh



obemranue. YucTas xKamocTh, He Oosnee Toro. He mymaii, 4To TH MHE Tak YK BaXKe€H, ¥ XBAaTUT
HaIyCcKaTh Ha ce0s1 TAMHCTBEHHHBIN BU[I.

Ha camowMm perne s Bce MOHKMMaAJI, HO Pagyd COOCTBEHHOI'0 CIIOKOMCTBHUS MHE IIPUXOIUIIOCH UTPATh POJTh
ropgerna.

4 moporen 6MKe ¥ IOYYBCTBOBAJI, Kak OT rocrmonuHa lllaHIMHa, BCeraa CIaBUBIIET0CsS CBOEH
CHOEepPKaHHOCTHIO, MICXOMUT JIETKUY 3alax BUHa. Bumumo, naxe oH B r1Ty00KKMe HOUHBIE YacChl, KOTHa
HUKTO He BUOUT, TOIIUT IIeYasIb B dalre.

— Yro6bl HAUTH MTPABAY, HYKHO COPBATh CTaphle MIpaMbl. Thl BEIOEPKUIID 3Ty 601b? K, BTopoi
TOCIIOOYH, THI IIpaBha BepHyIcsa? CoMHeBaloCh. TH elle He IOHSJI, KTO TH TaKOH, XU He 0CO3Hall,
KaKoOM TSIKeJbd MyTh Te0s XKueT. Thl Hallenn ce6s TUIh Ha BpeMs, Halen nuib Toro Cioi Tag,
KOTOPOTO 30BYyT BTOpHIM rocnopguHoM. A emfe ectb Usnb Cu, 1358 Aubnans, 0 Li3uH, llecTs Bpar...
Bce oHM XKOyT, KOrma Thl BCKPOEIIh IIPaBAy 1IeHO#M COOCTBEHHOM KPOBHU. TH HEWCTBUTEILHO TOTOB
UOTU CO MHOU I10 TAaKOMY OITaCHOMY MyTu?

— f... 4epT, caMoe XxyAlIlee — ymnaay B iIMy. A eCJii He BEIOEPYCh, TaK IIOCTPOIO TaM I'HEe370 U Oyay
xkuTh! He coBceMm noHuMaro, o ueM Tl — 11po Ysus Cu, llects Bpat u Kaptuny Tpex Yuenuii, — HO
MOMU ASIOs CKa3all, 4To s — HaydaJslo BCell 3TOM ucTopuu. M MHe caMOMy IIPeACTOUT PACKPHITh TO, YTO
CKPEITO BO ThEMeE.

— IlpocrTn...

Bupst, Kak OH HaXMYPHJICS, S He 3HaJI, YTO AejlaTh. 3aMsBIIKNCh Ha CEKYH[Y, ST PELIU Pa3PSIOUTh
00CTaAHOBKY U, MPUIIYPHUB CBOU ITIEPCUKOBHIE T'71a3a, C YCMEIIKON CKa3an:

— [Ila He 3a 4TO U3BUHATHCS! ITO MOM BHIOODP, HUKTO MEHS He 3acTaBisan. Hy u 4To, ecnu ynany B
samy? Jlaxe eclid XKU3Hb HA KOHY — THI Ke OyHelb Y MeHs ITOCTPAaxX0BKoM! f 4eioBeK ropasli, y
MEHS CTOJIbKO aMOUIINM, a TPUMEHUTh Herfe. Tak 4To 9TOT IIyTh 110 MUPY O0EBBEIX UCKYCCTB s C TOOOH
To4yHO npouay! Hy 4to, rocnopus laniuH, momum qoMou?

B ero ria3ax 3a6yecTenu Cie3bl, KaOsK HEPBHO AEPHYJICS, OH XOTEJ YTO-TO CKA3aTh, HO JIUIIh
TTPOILETITAIT:

— JToMO1... TIe 3TOT IOM...

qa XJIOIIHYJI €eT0 IIO IIJIeYy Hu, 00HSB 3a IIel0, PEIINTEJIbHO 3dllldrdll K BEIXOOY.

— 9%, TH Xke OblT TakuM yMHBIM! [[lecTHaANATH JIET MPOIIIIO, TH YTO, MO3TH pacTepsin? I'me TBOU
unTenekT? O yeM TyT mymaTh? IllecTHAAIATE NeT Ha3ad TH CaM CKa3ajl: MBI IIOUOEM IOMOU BMECTe.
3a0b11? A erre oberran IOMHUTE Kaxkgoe Moe CJI0BO, 6ONTyH!



— 4.

— Jlaguo, nagHo! ITomnu!

OOGepHYBIIKCH, ST B3TJISHYJT Ha MOPTPETH IIPEAKOB B I'IaBHOM 3aje. Mo IllaHIMH 3aMeTHO
paccnabuicsi, X0Ts B yroJjikax ero ry0 Bce ellle Taunach nevanb. OH HUKOTra He nogsonu Illects
Bpart. ['1saas Ha n300pakeHusi, OH TUXO ITPOU3HEC:

— Bepayrncs. Bropoii rocnogus BepHyca. Bel Bupute? Mo IllaHIMH HaKOHEL HAIleJT Ballero
Broporo rocnopuHa... Ho roe xe mout Yanus Cu?

¢4 men Bepenu U, XOTh CIIBIIIAT ero O0pPMOTaHue, CHesIal BUM, YTO HUYETro He 3aMeTHII.

K Beuepy cTasno npoxiagHo. Mbl BMECTe BBILIIK U3 KYMUPHU U OCTAHOBHUIIUCH y BXofga. OrpomMHas
TabIMYKa U3 KPaCHOTO iepeBa ¢ 30JI0ThIMU ueporiaudamu rinacumia: Cioi. Mos haMunms, Mos XKHU3Hb
— 3[eCh BCe Ha4aJoCh, ¥, BUAUMO, 3[I€Ch BCE JOJIKHO 3aKOHUYUTHCS.

BepHy'BI.T.II/ICb I[OMOfI, S OTKPEII IIepedq HUM OBEDE. Mo ITaHIIMH 3aMsJICS Ha Imopore, oriadaabiBas
ITyCThI€ KOMHATHI, X1 C TOPE€YbI0 CIIPOCHUIT:

— ToI 3gecy omuH?

— Opuu? Hy ma, oguH... — OTBETHUI s, Ha XOOy IpuOUpasch B KOMHATeE.

¢ BHIIPSIMMIICS U YBUAEJN, YTO OH IPUCTAJIBHO CMOTPUT Ha (oTorpaduio Moell MaTepH, CIIOBHO
BCTPETHUJI CTAPOr0 3HAKOMOTO.

— Most MaMa, — CKa3aJl g, OTPSIXHUBast pyKu. — THI MOKeH ObIT ee BUOETh, KOTHA MBI BIIEPBHIE
BCTPETHIUCH B TIOXOPOHHOM 010PO.

On IIOBEPHYIJICA, XU B €r0 B3rjisige BHOBL IIPOMEJIbKHYJIa HEZXKHOCTD.

— O npomiom Gosnbiiie HYU croBa. [laBal K meny. CoOupancs.

— Cobupartscs? Kyma?

— Trl gymaels, TBOM OTEll JKUBET B IIIYMHOM MeCTe IIepefi TOPou?

OH cen Ha OUBaH, IOOHSB 00J1aKO0 IIBLIH.



— KoHe4HO HeT, — OTBETHUI 4 C YCMeLHKOﬁ, pa3Bend pyKaMHu.

— Torpga roe, Mo-TBOEMY? — OH CTaJl IOX0XK Ha YYUTEIIsT, KOTOPHIM X04eT, YTOOh YYeHUK caM MOIIes
0O OTBeTa.

— Hy, pa3 9To cTapshlil TUC, 3HAYUT, IPSAYETCS TaM, Te TI0fiel TOMeHbIIe, — OTBETHUII 51, TOPHSChH
CBOEH OOTaIIMBOCTHIO.

— Jt0 3anpeTHas 3emns Li3dnans Ha rope JIMHBSAH, TpaHULla MeXIy MUPOM KUBBIX 1 MupoM
Mpaka. He xkpau Tam pOBHBIX JOPOT: 371kl OyXHU He OymyT MOCTUTL Tebe myTh. TaM HET HEOOCKPEOOB U
IIIYMHBIX VJIHI, TOJIBKO JIaBKU C rpoOaMu ¥ cBedyaMu. TaMm XKuBYT nuis [ToroHmuky [y ga Te, KTo
OTIPaBISIETCS Ha IlepepoxkaeHue B Mup Mpaka, ¥ Ky4y THUIOLIUX TPYIIOB. 3HAEIIb, YTO HY2KHO
IIOATOTOBUTH?

— 39-3... KonblTa yepHoro ocna? Ho kto Takou [ToroHmuk [ym?

— 9T0 npodeccus, Bpoae nmapoMinuka aym. [Toxoxe Ha Tex, KTO 3aHUMAaeETCS yIpaBlIeHUeM TpyllaMu
B CAHCH, TOJIBKO Te IIepeBO3ST Tejla oMo, a [ToroHmukuy [IyIn OTIIpaBisAioT OyLUIX B 3arpoOHbIN MUD.
Ha 3apiHel CTOpPOHEe TOPHL OIIaCHO.

— CTONBKO 1€eT mpoImuIo... Kak oTell MOT BEIKHUTE? MOXKET, OT HEro ¥ KOCTeH He 0CTaJOoCh.

YecTHO TOBOPs, Y3HAB, YTO CTapBIfI JINC XKUBET B TAKOU AbIpE, 51 JaXKe UCIIBITall obJieryeHue.

— Hert. HuKTO 13 XXUBHIX He IIOCMeeT Moty npoTuB IllecTu BpaT, a TeM Oojiee MPOTHUB KiiaHa CIou.

— BuI cTONBKO TOBOPUTE, HO HUUETO He 00bsicHsAeTe. UTo Takoe IllecTs BpaT? Yto 3a KapTuna Tpex
Yuenuii? — st GBI B ITOJIHOM 3aMeIIaTETLCTBE.

— Co BpeMeHEM MIOMMelllb, — OH IIOCMOTPEIJI Ha MEeHA CBOUM 0COOEHHBIM B3rI400M, B KOTOPOM XOJION
CMeIInBaJICA C HE2KHOCTBIO, U IIOIIPAaBUJI MHE BOPOTHHUK. — COGHp&ﬁCH. i ne CMOT'y BE4HO Tebs
3alIUINATE, Thl JOJIZKEH HAY4YUTHCSA OBITH CAMOCTOSITEJIbHEIM.

— ITa? A mHe moKa u TeOs xBaTaeT. M B OyAyllleM ToxkKe XBATUT, — S BIIEPBLIE TI03BOIMI cebe
HEJIOBKYIO IIyTKY.

Bemu 61t cobpanbl. He 3Hal0, re oH HoCTal OpyKue, naxe KoHTpabaHmHoe. Korma s crpocur,
OTKYyZla OHO, OH CKa3aJl, YTO I03HAaKOMHUT MEHS C TéM, KTO ero ITOCTABIISIeT — CTAPEIM IPYTOM MOET0
OTI[a, «BEPHEIM IICOM», KaK €ro Ha3kBAIOT B ONMPENeIeHHEIX Kpyrax, — [ISTEIM TOCIIOnrHOM YaHOoM.

MBI moexasii BOBOEM Ha OogHOM MaiuHe. S momkasbeiBal Mo FOg, 4To Takol Bce3HaliKa Jake BOOUTH
He ymeeT. OH OTBETUII CEPhE3HO, UTO «HEJIb3s 3a0BIBATh CBOU KOPHM», M3-3a YEeT0 S BCIO JOPOTY



IoTeIlasnacsa Hag HUM: «Xa-Xa-Xa, TOrga caauch Ha KOHs!»

Bupst, 4To eMy COBCeM He CMEIIHO, 5 IIPUTUX. B KOHIE KOHIIOB, €CJTK HAaC OCTAHOBUT AOPOXKHAS
IIOJIULIUS ¥ HalileT opyXkKHre U BoeHHbIe HOXM, OyfeT He 0 CMeXxa.

4 ycrioKouscs 1, KaK 9TO CO MHOM 4acTo ObIBaio, IIOCTIe MPUCTYIIa BECEeIbsl Ha MEeHsI HaXJ/IbIHYIa
TOCKaA.

— IllecTHapuaTh 7eT... TH BCe 3TO BpeMs ObLT OOUH?

OH mOCMOTpEN Ha MEHS:

— BaxkHo 11 Moe cylnecTBoBaHue? §1 Kak MyIIWHKa, J1e4y, Kyoa BeTep MOAOyeT...

4 3annHyncs:

— 3-3... ecnu OBI HE BaXKHO, cTas OBl 1 TeOs XKOaTh?

On IIpoMoJII4dall, 1 1 CMEHHUJI TEMY:

— [Touemy THI He cTapeelnsb? T 4TO, 66CCMEPTHBIN?

Ha ero nuiie 0Tpa3uioch YAUBIEHHE, CIIOBHO KTO-TO Y2Ke CIIpAIINBall ero 00 3TOM MHOTO JIEeT Ha3afl.
OH MOYTH CYOPOXKHO BHIIOXHYJI OMHO UMS:

— YHbpnaHb!

— YT0? — 5 pacTepsnca. — fAHbnaHb? ITO elle KTo?

— Ox, — oH OyATO OYHYJICS ¥ IIOCMOTpPEIT B 0OKHO. ETo cMyIieHue OBIZI0 0YEBUIHLIM, ¥ OH BEPHYJICS K
TeMe: — Pa3Be 370 xopoino? B rinasax apyrux 1 — ['oCcrioguH 3alllUTHUK Y4YEeHUs, MOTYIECTBEHHBIU U
BEIUKWUU. A Ha [efle — HeCUaCTHHIM, MPOXKUBIINY TPUCTA C IUIIHUM JieT. {1 BUIes, KaK CMEHSIOTCS
OWHACTHU, BUOET, YTO HUYTO He BeyHO. CKOJIBKO T'OCIIOf ST cMeHun? f Bupmen rubens mpaBUTE s
llanbsaHa, pacnap lectu BpaT, cTpagaHus Moero 6i1u3koro gpyra Ysub Cu B Konece PenHKapHaImy,
BHMEJI, KaK pPacliBeTasl ¥ yBsigas Ball KiaH Cioi... 1 mpoimesn yepe3 KpoBaBhle OMTBEL U TOPeYb
pa3nyk. U 4to MHe ocTaeTca? [lepen nMuLioM XKU3HU, CMEPTHA U KAPMUAYECKOT0 BO3TasgHUS 5
OeccueH.

— l'ocnogun [laHIIMH, a BeOb TH XPaHUIIB B IIaMATHA CTOJIBKO J'IIOI[GIZ.

Ero nuio mo6enHeno, peCHUILB IPOTHYIIH.



— Bce, 0 KOM 4 IOMHIO... B KOHEYHOM CYETe, 9TO BCeraa THI.

¢ He oxKu[a, YTO MOM IIPa3gHBEINA BOIIPOC BHI30BET ¥ HETO CTOJIHKO YYBCTB, U HE IIOHUMAJI, TIOYEMY
3TOT XOJIOMHBIM YeJIOBEK TaK HeXKeH UMEHHO cO MHOM. YTOOH He laBaTh €My IIPOAOIKATh 3TOT
CEHTHMEHTAIbHEIN Pa3TrOBOP, 51 PEIINII BHITSIHYTh U3 HETO elle XOTh HEMHOT0 nHGopManuu.
YEePTOBCKU XUTED.

— THL... IPOXKUA TPUCTA JIeT? — 5 OB IOPaXKEH.

— 4 npocTto cupoTa, BocniuTaHHbM yuuTtensmu lllectu BpaT. CoriacHo MeTogaM 0ecCMepPTHUS U3
Kaprunwl Tpex Yuenuii, st 6611 Ha3HaueH Xyl3s0:K9HeM, 4YTOOb BeYHO 0xpaHsTh LllecTs BpaT, — OH
TOBOPWJI 3TO He KaK OTYEeT, a KakK IIpU3HaHUE.

— 3Ha4uT, Bce 3T0 cBA3aHo ¢ Croamoi? lllecTs BpaT — miogu oTTyma? A Kaptuna Tpex Yuenu — 3to
TUOETCKUE CBUTKH?

— [lecTs Bpat He OTTyAQ, OHU IIPOCTO Ipuiny B Cio3ioi Benen 3a KapTuHo#... O6 3TOM MOXKHO
paccka3rBaTh 0ECKOHEYHO.

— Hy Tak paccka3biBay, 10Ka He JOTOBOPHUIIE...

[Tocne aToro oH 3aMosryas u 60Jblle He IPOPOHUII HU CJI0Ba. YTO K, MHE IIPUIIIIOCE CMUPUTLCS U
CHyIIaTh LIYM IIMH Ha LIOCCe [ja er0 pa3MepeHHoe [JbIXaHKue, B KOTOPOM yrafbsiBaiach 0€CKOHEeUHas,
3aTaeHHas TPyCTb.
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