Kax bl 4e1oBeK — BOMH, U B cepane KaXagoro BOMHA IIPUTAUITICA 37101 OPaKOH. On HEOTPBRIBHO
CIIEOHUT 3a TO60fI, IIar 3a IIaroM yBJIEKaAd B 663HOHHYIO IIPOIIacCTEk.

ThI, cTOAImUI TIeper BEIOOPOM, — XOUeIllb TacTh B 3Ty 0e3[0HYy UK CPa3uTh ApaKoHa? KTo TH: phIllaphb
CIIPaBEINBOCTHY MM IIYT U3 THMHBI? DTO [IBa IIyTH, C KOTOPHIX HET BO3BpAaTa, HO KakK OTIMYUTDH HOOPO
ot 31a? Yto ecTh 0oOpo, a 4To 37107 Kakoi nyTh BEIOEpeIb Th?

XonogHEIN BETEPOK pacTpenan KopoTKue Bonock Ciou Tas. OH ellle He yCIesl OIIpaBUTHCS OT
KOILLIMapHOTO CHA, KaK BO3[yX HAIOJIHUIICA TAXKeJbIM, e0KuM 3anaxoM. Ot atoro Crou Tar cTasno He
10 cebe, a IocJie BHE3AMHOr0 IIPUCTYIIa JYPHOTHL B 3aJ1 BKATUIX I'Po0 C TeJI0M, KOTOPOE TOJIBKO UTO
IIPUBENH B IIOPSTOK.

KpHIIIKY TPUOTKPHUIA HAMOJIOBHHY. BHYTPH eXkarna geByLIKa JIeT CEMHAAIlaTH-BOCEMHAMIIATH.
HecMoTps Ha TO YTO JIMIIO BRITJISIAEIIO CIerKa PYMSHLIM, OT HETO BesJI0O TAaKOM MePTBEHHOM CTyXKei,
YTO I10 CIIMHEe ITpo0ezKas X0JI0OMoK. AJloe IIaThe Ka3aloCh HACTOBKO SIPKUM, CJIOBHO C HETO BOT-BOT
3aKaraeT KpOBb, OTUET0 KOXKa [AEeBYIIKY Ka3asach ele HexHee, 6eylee 1 BMECTe C TEM MEPTBEHHO-
6nenHee. ToHKME Manblbl OBIIA CJTIOKEHB BMECTe, U3sIIHas GUTrypa BHITAHYTa, Ha HOTTSIX HOT ajien
JIaK, a TYCThIE BOJIHUCTHIE BOJIOCH pPa3MeTasUCh 110 MOTYIIKE.

[opsl 3aMepii B CKOPOHOM MOJTYaHUH, BECh MUP BOKPYT 3aTux. M3 mpormansHoi peun Ciou Tai
y3Hai, 4To 1[3sH CHHBK3 Obllla eMIUHCTBEHHHIM PeOEeHKOM B CeMbe, JTIO0MMUIIe ponuTenei,
CTPOIHOM, YMHOU U OaPEeHHON — caMoil MHOTroo0eIIalomel HacnenHulel Kinaxa 1351, Ho Temeps, B
CcaMOM paclBeTe I0HOCTH, OHa BHE3alHO yracia, IPeBpaTUBIIKCH B APKYIO MTafaollyl0 3Be€30y U
OCTaBUB IOCJIE Ce0sI JTUIIh TOPeYhb YTPaTHl U CKOPOb 10 0€3BPEeMEHHO YIIedIe.

Crott Taii, ubsl KM3Hb TOJILKO HaYMHAJIaCh, HE 3HAJI, YTO TaKOe CMEPTh, ¥ TeM 0oJiee He TOHUMAJ, YTO
3HAUUT Npolranre. Ero BHUMaHNe IPUBJIEK BeHOK U3 I[BETOB, 00paMJISIBIINY I'Po0, U OH MOTSAHYICS K
JIeTeCTKaM XpU3aHTeM, KOTOPhIe Ka3aJIuCh ellle CBeXKUMHU U BJIAXKHBIMU OT POCHI.

— OU, MaJkII, He Tporau!

[I3su CUHBKI, Ybsi KOHYMHA TOIBKO UTO OBINIa OIMJIaKaHa, cumena B rpo0y. OmHOM pyKo# OHa
OTTOJIKHYJIA meTcKue PydoHku Croit Tas, TAHYBIIMECS K IIBETAM, a 3aTeM IIPUBETIIMBO YIHIOHYIACh
eMy.

— Toi! TeL... moueMy THI Texkuilb TaM? — Ciou Taut 3amep, pyKa ero nosucinia B Bo3gyxe. Cepaie
IIOICKOYMIIO K caMoMy ropay. OH yKa3bIBajl Ha 0XKHUBIIYI0 MEPTBEUHHY, BO PTY CJIOBHO 3aCTPSII KOM,
a HOTHY OpoXKaJu, KakK B IUXOpafaKe.

— IToTomy uTO g yMepia, — LI3s1 CUHBKI 10XKaJa [jledaMy C TaKUM paBHOAYyIIKMeM, OyATo cama He
Oblna raBHOM MepOMHEN 9TOM MOXOPOHHOM MPOIECCUH.

— Torpa... mouemy TH yMepia? — Cioit Ta¥t co cTpaxoM pa3risabiBal ee Hapsn. Ero o6ypesan To
y2Kac, TO KaJloCTh: TaKasg MOJIOfiasi, OHA He [Oo/KHa OblJia Ie3kaTh B 3TOM XOJIOHOM AEPEBIHHOM
SIIITUKE.



— Bce u3-3a Te0s1, — 113558 CUHBKD CMOTpPeEJIa OCTEKJIEHEBIIMMU I'Jla3aMU Ha CBOUX pOJI[I/ITeJ'IefL
KOTOPEBIE€ YK€ BEITIJIaKAJIX BCE CJIE3EI, X €€ JINIIO CTAaHOBUIIOCH BCE MPAUYHEE.

— U3-3a meHg? Ho g Benb TeOs maxke He 3Ha!

Croit Ta¥t yka3an Ha ce6s1. Ero 6regHoe K10 MOCTeIIeHHO TIOPO30BETI0, a TOJIOC CTall yBepeHHee.
XoTst 3Ta cTapias cecTpa OblTa MPU3PAKOM, OH YyBCTBOBAJI K HEW CTPAHHYIO OJTM30CTE.

— 41 Tebs ToXe He 3Haw... Ho s 3Hato TBoero otifa, Cioii TaHsi! — OHa MPHUIIYPUTIAC U JIETKO
YNIBIOHYIACh, HO B TJIyOHHE ee Tla3 3aTaulach Iedarb.

— Motii oTell... UTO C HUM?

Ha gyue y Ciout Tast ctano HecriokonHO. Kak 9T0 Bce cBsizaHo? To Li3gH MaHIu u3 KnaHa LI3gH, To
ero cooctBeHHbIH oTell Cioi TaHb...

— JlagHO, ecnu 5 BCe BBIJIOKY, TO OKOHYATEJIbHO PA3BE€ICh IIPaxXOM, — OHa I'OPECTHO B3OOXHYJIA U
CHOBa JIET'JIa B 1"p06.

Baopyr oHa BHIIpSIMUIAChk, KakK CTPYHA, CUIIbHO HamyraB paccnabusuerocs: Cioi Tas!

— Kaxk ke CKy4YHO CyIIaTh 3T peun. Y TeOs eCTh KapThl?

— Kaprtsr?

— Hy, mokepHbie KapTHl, IOHUMaellb? — OHa “300pa3uiia naablaMu IPSMOYTONIbHYI0 GopMy.

Crout Ta¥t OBl B TOJTHOM HegoyMeHuU. OH CKOCHUII T'Jla3a U, HAOyBIIUCh, CIIPOCHUIT:

— CecTpeHKa, mpoty Te6s! d mpuiien Ha TBou moX0poHkl! He Morna Ol TH, KaK T/TaBHAs T€POUHS,
BecTu cebs cepbe3Hee? KTo BooO1I[e UTPAET B KaPTHl C IIOKOMHUKAMU?

— MHe... MHe TIPOCTO CKYy4HO... — LI3sH CUHBKS ep3asa B Tpoby, TO Tepebs I[BETH, TO TOCTYKKUBas 110
OOPTUKY, HATJIIAHO NOKa3biBasi, YTO KPHIIIKa rpoda — He TIoMeXa, eCjii 0O4YeHb X0UeTCs.

— CecTpa, HY IIPOSIBY YBaXKEHME, 3TO Beb TBOU IMOXOPOHHL... — Cio# Tail BHITED IOT co j10a. Emy
Heuero ObII0 cKa3aThk. Takoe ¢pumocodckoe OTHOLIEHNWE K KU3HU U CMEPTH, KpoMe YXKyaH-1135I, ObLIO0
pa3Be uTo y LI359H CUHBKS.



— 91, pa3 KapT HeT, MoKaxy Tebe Koe-4To MOUHTEPECHEE.

— Yto umenHo? — Ciou Tail 3aMHTEPECOBAJICS, HO COXPaHUJI IPEEsIbHYI0 OCTOPOXKHOCTE, HE
PUOIUKASICh.

L1355 CUHBKA NIPEe3PUTENIbHO QHIPKHYTIA, IOMaHuIa ero 0/11Xe U Chs3BUIA:

— Tl ke PoXIeHHEIN C IyXOBHBIM KOPHEM, ITOYeMy Takou Tpyc? MeHs Gouibcs? — OHa IOJT0XKUIIa

PYKY Ha Kpal rpo6a, B3sia Cioii Tasi 3a MaJlleHbKY10 JIafOIUIKy U clipocusia: — CMOTpeI yXKaCTUKU?

— CmMmorTpern.

— A yXaCTUKU BXKHUBYIO BUOEN?

— Her...

— Cmortpu!

[I3gH CUHBK3 yKa3ajia Ha CBOM IIOPTPET, BUCALIUY Ha CTEHe, U TUXOHBKO XUXUKHYIIA.

Crou1 Ta¥l B3TJIAHYJI — U 4yTh He JIMIIUJICS YYBCTB. PaHbllle OH He BEpUJI B IIPU3PAKOB, HO Telephb
npunuiock noBeputh. Ha pororpaduu port 1I3ssH CuHBKS pacTsaHyncs B 6ykse O, 4epTH Iulla
VICKQ3UINCh, U YepHO-OeTIbIll CHUMOK CHejial ee HeOTIMUYKUMOM OT MepTBelia. BupoyeM, oHa u Oblna
MepTBa. CMex, JOHOCUBIIUICS OT Hee, T0OHAaYasly Ka3aJICs JeBUUYbUM U PafOCTHHIM, HO Tenepsb Crou
Tail y710BUI B HEM BU3TJIMBLIE HOTKH, ITOJTHEIE HEHABUCTH. JINII0, BhIpaXkKaBillee OHHOBPEMEHHO CKOPOb
M BOCTOPT, CJIOBHO ITHITAJIOCh BEIOpaThCs mpsiMo u3 pororpaduu. OHa, Kasanocsk, Bufena Ciou Tas u,
XJIOIlasl B JIaOIIX, PAAOCTHO IIpUroBapuBala:

— Tre1 Buguib MeHs, Xa-xa! OKkassHHOEe OTPOObe, Thl 3aCIyKUBaelllb CMePTU. Pa3 MHE He CYXKAEHO
CTaTh I'JIaBOH, TO U Tebe He BUOATh!

— Cectpenka! MoxHO He Tak OBICTPO MeHATh BhipaxkeHue nuia?! — Cioi Tail [oITro He MOT IPUNTH
B cebs. Horu mpozxainu, oH efiBa JepaKaJjcsl Ha MecTe, CJIOBHO CyXas BeTKa Ha BeTpy.

— Bbpat? Tel npaBha Takou TPyCHUIIKa?

— IIa momten ThL...! — Croit Tali He cuepxkarscs u Beipyrancs. OH ObUT B IIOJTHOM OlLleTIEHeHHUH, He 3Has,
YTO menaTh ganblne. K cuacThio, OH epzKaJcs 3a pyKy MaTepu — B 3TOT MOMEHT eMy Oblna
JKM3HEHHO HeoOxouMa 3Ta oropa. [IycTh OHa He MOTJIa 3all[UTUTh OT BCETO, HO laBajia XOTh KaKoe-
TO yTelleHue. — ¢ Bce pacckaxy Mame!

— Paccka3sbiBait! Bce paBHO HUKTO Tebe He moBepuT! — 1135H CHUHBKS 030PHO BHICYHYJIa SI3bIK, KOpYa
POKMUIIBI, YTOOB OAPA3HUTE €0 3@ TPYCOCTh.



Crout Ta¥t 3HaJI, YTO €My He IIOBEPSIT, HO pelna nomnpoboBats. OH JepHYI MaTh 3a PyKas:

— Mawma! 1I3g1 CuHBK3 He ymepna, oHa xkuBa! OHa yneibaeTcs MHe!

MarTb ¥ caMa COMHEBaJIaCh B 9THX IIOXOPOHAX, ¥ OHA 3Hasa, 4yTo Cioi Tai, obmamaonui
IIPOHUITATENILHEIM B30pOM, He cTas Okl BpaTh. Ho 3a 9TMMU IOXOPOHAMHU CKpHIBaICs Kyma 6onee

CTpaIHb 3aroBop. OHa He X0Tesa, YTOOH! ChIH 0Ka3aJICs BTIHYT B 3Ty ONACHYIO UTPy, U 00s1ach
KO3Hell 371071eeB. X0JI0OOHO YCMEXHYBIIKCE, OHA I[eJIKHYJIa ero 1o 10y B 3HaK IPefyNpexkaeHus:

— He rosopu epyHps!!

Bups, uto maxe Math eMy He Beput, Cioit Tail ucnbiTan pa3oyapoBaHue, HO elle 60Jblle — 3/10CTh.
OH 00MXEHHO OTIIYCTUII €€ PYKY.

— Xa-xa-xa! 4 xe rosopuna! Hukro Tebe He TOBEPHUT.

11371 CUHBKS, CBECUBIIKCH C Kpas rpoba, Hacnaxkanack npeacraBinenreM. OHa HaKpy4drBaa Ipsab
BOJIOC Ha Tajiell, KOKETJIMBO CTPesisijia rjla3aMy, a YTONKK ee T'y0 MOJHSINCh B TOPKECTBYIOIIEN
ycMetuke. OHa ITOKadaja rojoBOM, feas BUM, 4TO XKaJleeT ero.

— YepT! Hac 3ameTunu...

3aMeTHUB BajeKe CTPAaHHOTO CTaprKa, OHa BHE3allHO IToMpayYHesia U cTtaja Toponuts Cion Tas yuTH.

— Yurtu? Ilouemy?

— He 3apaBaii cTOIBKO BOIIPOCOB! Yx0au! — OHa IpPUHSAIACh TOJIKATh €r0 B CIIMHY, HO, HEe UMes
BO3MOXKHOCTH BEIOpaThCA U3 rpoba, He MOTIJia OTTOJKHYTh €T0 JOCTaTOYHO JanekKo.

Croit Tai, TOJTHEIN BOIIPOCOB, CTOSIJT HEAIeKo OT rpoba, Yecasl 3aThIJIOK U C JTI00OIEITCTBOM
HabIoman 3a ee OeHCTBUSIMHU.

— Ecnu He yiigents, g Te6s1 cheM! — 11398 CUHBKS BAPYT U3MEHUIIACh: €€ TOJI0C CTaJl XOJIOMHBIM U
nyraomyM. OHa OEITaTach CBOUM y2KacalolIuM BUOOM IPOTHATH €T0, CIaCTH OT TEMHOU JIOBYIIKH.

Korpa Crou Taut cHOBa B3IJITHYJI Ha Hee, [IOJIOBUHA ee Tejla yX&Ke Brlle3jla HapyXy. PacTpenanntie
BOJIOCHI [leJIaii ee I0XO0XKeH Ha IIpu3paka U3 GuibMa yKacoB. XOJIOOHEIY, efBa YIOBUMBIM BETED
IIPOHU3LIBAJI KOXKY, JefeHss BHyTpeHHOCTU. Horu Croi Tas ITOOKOCUIUCE, OH CeJl Ha II0JI U Hayvall
IATUTHCS, YIUPASACh IATKAMHU, IT0Ka CIIMHA He KOCHYJach CTeHbl. OH OBLI TOTOB Pa3phIAaThCS:

— He nmopgxomu, He mogxoau! — OH OTMaxXHBaCs PYKaMH, He B CHUJIaX CMOTPETh Ha 3TO YyHJOBHIIIE.

Opr}KaIOIJ_[I/Ie OblM B I10Ke. KTO-TO THXO IMOCMEUBAJICA, IIEePEUIEIITEIBAACE, YTO MaJIbYUIIIKA HE B



cebe. CTapuku, CKIIOHHBEIE K CYeBepHSIM, IIENTaIUCh, YTO IeBOYKa yMepiia ¢ 00UI0M U BCENUIIACh B
Croit Tag. Mats LI3ssH CuHBKS 1 oTel LI3gH MaHIM CTOSININ C HEOIIpeAeIeHHbIMY JIUIlaM¥, B KOTOPHIX
IIPOCKaJIh3KIBAJIO 00IerdyeHre oT Toro, 4To 6ema MuHOBana. OHU [IepkKaluch OYeHb 6JIM3K0 OPYT K
npyry. Mats LI3ssH CUHBKS MBITANIach TMTy00KO ABIIIATh, HO, 60ICh OBITH 3aMe4YeHHOM, JTHUIIb
Cy[IOPOKHO B37bIMasia I'Pymb.

Crout Tal 0Ka3ascs MOf IPULIeJIOM BCeX IIPUCYTCTBYIOLIUX, HO HUKTO He IPOTAHYJI eMy PYKU [TIOMOIIIHU.
9To paBHOAYIIINE OCTABUIIO HEUITJIAAUMBIN CJIe B €ero IeTCKOoM ayuie. OH He MOT 3a0BITh UX B3TJISAIbL

— CJIOBHO OHM CMOTpeNH Ha 6e3yMila WK LIyTa, pa3blrprBaoIiero komenuio. Kto-To maxe 6pocusn B

€ro afpec A3BUTENIbHYI0 HACMEIIKY:

— IlocMoTpuTe Ha 3TOrO Aypauka!l

CrnaBa 6ory, MaTh IIPOOKIaCh CKBO3b TOJIY 3€BaK M Kpemko o0Hsta Cioi Tass. OH ObUT HU3MOXKIEH,
BOJIOCHI B 6€CITOPSIAKE, OH YTO-TO OECCBSI3HO OOPMOTAJI, @ KOHEYHOCTH er0 IOOePIUBaIiCh, CTOBHO B
IIPUIIAKe...

— He y6exwurs! [loroHio — cheM!

Y Croit Tas He Obi10 cut 6exKaTh, OH IIPOCTO CUAEN Ha MOy, IOTEPSHHEIA B OTPOMHOM 3aJjie, He B
CHJIaX HAaNTH BEIXO[I.

— TBape... Kyna Xke THL...

B 3ane Bomapurcs xaoc. CHapyXu goHeccs rpoMonofgo0Hsii ronoc. Cioi Talt He ycren 00epHYThCS,
Kak yBuper, 4To L35 CUHBKI OKyTaJo 3eJieHoe CUSHME, OTYET0 ee ajioe IIaThe CTalo Ka3aThCs
YepHHIM ¥ 3710BemuM. OHa KOpYMIIack OT 00JIH, CJIOBHO ee XKTJIH afiCKUM IIJTaMeHeM U PBajid Ha
YaCTH, a TBICSTYM HEeBUOUMBIX TBO3[Iel IPUTBO3OUIIHY ee K rpoby. OHa Kpuyasia ¥ BhljIa, HO OblyIa JIHIIb
HeCYaCTHOM OyIIOW, KOTOPOU HUKTO He Mor nomMoyb. HukTo, kpome Crou Tasi, He BUIEN 3TOU CLIEHHI.
OH mBITANICS BCIIOMHUTD TOT 3BYUHBIM, XPUILIBIN T'0JI0C — 3TO OblsT 0H! TOT caMBIi 3710/1€#, YTO 3a1mep
ero B rpo6y! Ho kKorpma oH B cMsITeHUU 00epHYJICS, CHApyKH OBLIO MyCTO...

13515 CHHBKI, COOpOrasich OT MYK, IPOXpHUIIeNia:

— Vxogn!

Crot Tait HaKOHeI] IIOCITyIIaJICS U, CIIOTBIKAsICh, BhIOeXKasl U3 3ajia IPOL[aHu.

Bupst, uto Croit Tait moOKuHYT ormacHoe MecTo, LI3ssH CuHBK3 001er4eHHO B3OoxHYyIa. HecMoTps Ha To
YTO BCE TeJIo ee OBIJIO CKOBAHO, B I'Ia3ax ee, HaJTUTHIX KPOBBIO, MblIajia HeHaBUCTh. CoOpaB OCTAaTKU
CBOEY M3JIOMaHHOM AYIIM, OHA 3aKpuyasa B He0o:

— Crou Xo... u BbI, npepatenu u3 lllectu Bpart... 4, 1138 CUHBKI, faXke eClIu yMpPYy U pa3BerCh
IIpaxoM, He IIpoly Bac!



— ITocmoTpuM, XBaTUT U ¥ TeOs cu!

BHe3anHas YepHas ObIMKa HaMEePTBO IIPHUKOBaJla €€ K rp06y, d TBICAYHN OTBPATUTEIBHBIX HaCEKOMBIX
OKYyTalli ee OyIly, Ha4aB MEeOJIEHHO II0OXKKWPATh €e...

Bo3M02KHO, KOT[la THI CTyTaelllb Ha MyTh YOUUIIEI JPAKOHOB C MEYOM B PyKaX, HEBEXKECTBEHHEIE JTIOIU
OoynmyT cuuTtaTh Te0s NMUis 6e3yMileM. HUKTO He MpUOET Ha IOMOIIh, He OyIeT HU I[BETOB, HU OBALlUU
— JIWIIb IPeaTeIbCTBO U HaCMeuIku. YTo XK, OyOb MIyToM. YIbI0aics U XKUBU HaJIblIIe.
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