Bckope Illucanb BOCIIONIH30BAJICS TEM, UTO BCE OTBIIEKITUCH, ¥ LIMBITHYJ B HEOOIIBIIION TOPHEIN TPOT.
OH u He TOJI03peBal, YTO BCE 3TO BpeMs [][] HEOTIYYHO AeXKypus cHapyxku. M korga [llucanp BhIIEN
B COIIPOBOXKOEHUU APYroro MyxkuuHtl, [llucanb efBa He OGPOCUIICS BIEPEN: ONETHI B ONEXAY
IeBsiTOoro OpaTa My:K4uHa OBIJT IPUMEPHO TOTO 3Ke POCTa, U CO CIIMHHI B HEM J€MCTBUTEIILHO
YYOUIIOCh TIOPA3UTEIbHOE CXOACTBO C [leBaTeIM. CaM ke [IeBSATHIM IIPUHI] B 3TOT MOMEHT BMECTE C
CempMBIM OPaTOM OXOTHJICS Ha IPYTOM y4acTKe.

WckyccTBy nunryH Ilucans o0yuun nuyHo [IeBATHN 6pat, Tak 4To, CIenys noofans u cobonas
OCTOPOKHOCTh, 00HAPYKUTHL cebs1 OH HUKaK He Mor. BoT Tak [llucaus u npecnenosan llucans u Toro
YyeJI0BeKa, 10X0XKero Ha [[eBsTOro, IoKa BCce TPpoe He IIOMYasuch 00paTHO 0 TOHM XkKe [opore,
KOTOpOU NpuOBLIU. B ecy ryiko u TSxKeJo 3Bydas TOIOT OBYX JIOMIafel...

B TOT Mur, BCero Ha OmHO MrHOBeHUE — TO, uTo IIlucanb He 3a0yAeT N0 KOHIla CBOUX [IHEH, —
MYXK4YMHa, TaK II0X0XMUii Ha [[eBATOro OpaTa, BEIXBATUII M3-3a CIIMHEL CTPEIY ¥ IPULETTUIICS IPSIMO B
HNwmnepartopa-oTiia!

Tyt Illucans HAaKOHEIl TOCTUT KOBApHHIN 3aMbicen [IlucaHs: TOT XoTen youts MiMmepaTopa-oTiia, a
BCIO BUHY CBaJIUTh Ha [leBsToro 6para!l

— OTeLI-I/IMHepaTOp, ﬁepel"I/ITer!.. — BO BCIO MOYb 3aKpHu4all C3aiu [Iucans.

B330pHI Bcex MPUCYTCTBYIOUMX 00PATUINCh TYAa, HO CTPesa yXKe copBajiach C TETUBHIL.
Tenoxpauutenu MmnepaTopa 6pocunuck 3acioHATsL MOHapXxa, a [llrcaHb ¢ u3yMmyieHuEM OTJISTHYIICS
Ha [llucaHs, pe3Ko HEPHY IMOBOAbS, U €T0 KOHb MTHOBEHHO ITOHECCS BIIEPEL. ..

K cuacTtsrio, Tpertuit OpaT Haxoguics HeMomaneKy U yces OTOUTh 3TOT yaap. XoTs Tpetuit 6pat u
TI0pe3aJt MPaByIo MIeYeBYI0 KOCTh, TOTa TpeTuil BaH MOIPOCTY MOJIEHUIICS IBUTAThCS C MECTA,
cocrascs Ha HeJOMOTaHue U T0OGPOBOIBHO COIIEN C JUCTAHIIUU. BermoMuHas 00 9TOM I03XKe,
IIOHMMaAeIllb: KaK0e CYacThe, YTO TPeTHi BaH TOTHA He VIIe.

BrnocnepmctBum, camo co0oii, [IeBsiTHIE OpaT caenancs Ko3noM oTnyieHusi. U ckombko 0wl [1lucanb HA
HaJphIBaJl TOJI0C, HUKTO €My He BepuJl, u3-3a 4ero [leBsThil O6pat npobsin B HebecHO# TIOpbMe IETTBIX
BOCEMb JHEH.

s [IucaHs 3TH BOCEMb OHEH TSHYINCH TaK AOJro, OYATO MPOIIIO0 BOCeMb Ku3Hel. CToUuo eMy
3aKpHITh I'1a3a, KaK Iepeql HUM BCTaBajla KapTHHA TOTo, Kak [IeBsATH OpaT cTpamaeT B HebecHoi
TIOpPbMe, ¥ 0T 3Toro 3penuiua [llucans efiBa He colen ¢ yMa. B KOoHIle KOHI[0B OH pa3bicKasl lllucaus
1 1oTpeboBa, 4ToOb TOT BO BCEM YMCTOCEPAEYHO NpU3HaJCsI, MHadye OH OTIpaBUTCs K ViMepaTopy-
OTIy ¥ JOJIOXKHUT, YTO 3a 3TUM 3aroBopoM cTouT lllucaHs.

Ho ctan 651 Illucans ero cnymath? OH JTUIIL YCMEXHYJICS: fa pagu 6ora, fejaii 4To XO4ellb...

B ToT MoMmeHT IlIucaHb BIIE€PBBIE€ OIIYTHJI, HACKOJIBKO J'IeI[eHﬂHJ;eﬁ u }KYTKOﬁ OBlna yan6Ka [Mncans!



[IIucans ucrnpoOoBas BCe MBEICTTUMEIE CIIOCOOH!, ITyMen ¥ OyHToBas, Ho ChiH Heba HaoTpes
OTKAa3BIBAJICS JaxKe MOBUAATHCS C HUM, He TOBOPS YK O TOM, YTOOH MPUCIIYIIATLCS K €T0 CJiIoBaM. B
cepauax Illucanp pemus yMOpUTh cebs TOI0IOM.

Opuako HaxopuBmmiics B HebecHoi TioppMe [[eBATHIM BaH CY€Jl, YTO 3Ta POJIb KO3JIa OTIYIIEHUS
OKa3aJlach BIIOJIHE ONpaBmaHHOM. 10 KpaiiHei Mepe, OHa MT03BoIuIa TpeTheMy OpaTy y3HaTh, KTO BCe
3TO BpeMs TalKOM IIJIeJI MHTPUTH, a KOTla HCTUHHHIN BUHOBHUK M3BECTEH — [aJbllle BCE MONAET Kak
o Macyy. Ha camom pmene CembMoOM BaH Bce BpeMsT HaXOOUJICS PSIIOM C [[eBSTHIM BAaHOM U MOT OBl
3aIIpOCTO 3aCBUIETENHCTBOBATL €T0 HEBUHOBHOCTD, HO TOTIa OH HE ITPOPOHUI HU CJI0Ba. [1eBSATHIM
BaH IOHKWMaJ HaMepeHus CegbMOTo BaHa, OfHaK0 6emHOMY mpocTonyiHoMy [lIncaHio MPUIIIOCh
HeCIamKo.

B Ty nmopy IlIncaHi0 UCIIOIHUIOCH BCET0 OMUHHAAIATD j1eT. OmUHHAOIaTUIIeTHUN PeOeHOK — a
JKaXfa BJIaCTH yXKe MycTusa riaybodalime KOPHY B ero rojioBe. [Ipexkye crapiinue OpaThbs CYUTAIN
ero nuib 6e300UIHEIM COIJITKOM, HO MOMEHT, KOTIa OH BhIOpas CBOEeM MUIeHbi0 [eBITOTO BaHa,
noka3sar: [[lucanb — cnabasi melka, HO B KpUTUYECKUM Yac OH CIIOCOOEH CHITPaTh IPefeIbHO
0e32KayioCTHO. M [eno TyT BOT B YeM: IIOMUMO J[eBSITOT0 BaHa, OCTABAJIOCH ellle HeMaslo APYTUX
BaHOB. 3agyMmai IllucaHb OTHICKATh KO3JIa OTIYINEHUS, UleaTbHON KaHOUIATYPOM MOIKeH OblJI CTaTh
Crapumi 6paT. TorgamrHui MOKONHBIM UMIIEpATOP KaK pa3 BhIOMpasl, KOro 13 IPUHIEB 00BSIBUTD
HaCJIeJHUKOM IIpecTosia. byay4yu cTapuiiM CBIHOM U BO BCEX OTHOIIEHUSX IIPEBOCXOMS OCTaIbHBIX,
Crapmmuit 6paT goykeH OB CTOSITH Ha IIEPBOM MECTE; Jaxe eclid Obl KaKue-TO ero HeJOCTaTKH
felnajayd ero HempUrogHBIM [JIS POJIK MMIIepaTopa, 3a HUM LUK TpeTuy npuHl, [19Th NpUHL,
[lTecto#t mpunu, CegbMoy IPUHIT — U JIUIIL IOTOM O4Yepens poina Ou 7o [leBsToro BaHa. M TeM He
MeHee Illucanb BeIOpan UMeHHO [IeBATOr0 BaHa. Hu ¢ TOYKY 3pEHUS YeI0BeUECKUX YYBCTB, HU II0
3[paBOMY CMBICITY 3TO He IIIJI0O HU B KaKKe BOPOTa, ¥ pa3 yx IllucaHs nasn BLIOOp UMEHHO Ha
[leBsaTOr0 BaHa, TO B OCHOBE BCETO JlexXKasla, IT0XKalyl, TUIlb OOHA-eJUHCTBeHHAs IPUYUHA. ..

IIBa Mecsilla CIIyCTs HOJIKHA Obllla COCTOSITHCS CBafib0a [1eBITOro mpuHIla. [[eBSIThIM MPUHI] HOCUTT
IEeBATHIY MTOPSIKOBEIN HOMED, U laXKe ecid OpaTh B pacueT OJHUX JIUIIhL IIPUHIIEB, BIIEPEOyu HETO
CTOSINU ellle TIsiTepo OpaTheB. M TeM He MeHee ITOKOMHBIYM UMIIEPATOP BEIOPas XKeHy UMEeHHO s
HeBarToro npuHiia. [loueMy Tak NpoX30LUI0 — HEe MOHUMAJ [IeBATHY NPUHI], He ToHNMan CegpMou
BaH, He IOHUMan TpeTull BaH, He IOHUMaN HUKTO, HO CTapiuIui OpaT HaBepHSKa 3HaJl OTBET...

BrIBop HampaluBasics caM co0oii: 3a ciuHoM y [IIucaHs CTOSI TOT CAMBIM YeJT0BEK, KOTOPHIN
OTYET/IMBO MIOHKUMaAJI, KTO IIPEACTaBIsAeT [Jis Hero HauOoJIbIIYI0 yTPo3y.

HasniBats Illucans cmabbiM MOXKHO OBIIIO JIUIIE IIOTOMY, YTO OH MaJ TOlaMH, ¥, BO3MOXKHO, TPHPOIa
ero He OblJTa M3HAYAIbHO 37I0KO3HEHHOH. Ho ero 6ema 3ako4anach B TOM, YTO OH POOHUIICS B
MMIIEPATOPCKOM ceMbe, Oefa 3aK/Ii04anach B MaTEPH C BOTYBMMHU aMOUITASIMU, B TOM, YTO OH CTABUII
BBRITOAY BHIIIE 6paTbeB, BBEIIIE€ POOCTBEHHEIX Y3, BEIIIE BCEro Ha CBETE... Hpe}Kue HUKTO Ha CBETE U B
MBIC/ISIX He JlepaKaJ Imomo3peBath lllucanss — maxke TaKoW XJIagHOKPOBHBIM U MTPUBLIKIINM
PYKOBOACTBOBAThLCS MCKIIIOUUTEIHHO XOJIOMHEIM PAaCCYOKOM YeJIOBEK, KaK TpeTuil IpuHIl, HUKOTOa He
nogo3peBan Ilucans.

Ha TpeTuit neHs ronogoBKHU, IOCTIe XKECTOKOM B3UYKH OT TpeTbero npuHila, [llncanb HaKOHEI CMOT
IIOBUIATh TaK UCTOCKOBABIIETOCS 110 HeMy [leBATOro 6paTa U MPSMO IIPX HEM pacIiylakajcs, Kak
pebeHokK. K cyacThio, [IeBsSTHI BaH He CIMIIKOM ITOCTPAall, €CJIM He CYUTATh TOTO, YTO YCJIOBUS B



HebGecHo¥t TIOppME OCTABIISIIN XKeJIaTh JIYYIIero u [IeBITHH SBHO 3aMeTHO ocyHycs. [lIucans,
cHemaeMsbIlt 06unoit, pa3eickan [llucans nys o0ObsICHEHUH, U B TOT IeHb HEKOTIa HEpa3Iy4yHbe
npy3bs [ucans u [llucaHb KeCTOKO MOAPAJIUACD, TIOCTIE YeT0 3aKJIS/IUCh 00IbIlle HUKOTa He 3HATHCSA

IPYT C OPYTOM.

BepHeMcst ke K TeKyuuM coOuITusIM. HaM yxke u3BecTHb amOutuu IllrcaHs, a Tereps OH ellle
cpens Oemna gHS MOKUHYT CTOMMITY, TPUYEM 3a HUM ITOC/IeNoBal BTopoi MoIomgoii rOCIIONrH.
OObsicHEHHE TYT MOXKEeT OLITh TOJILKO OJHO: OHU TEPEIUIN K JeUCTBUSAM, U, CYOs 110 BCEMY,
HMmnepaTop 00JbIlle He HAMEPEH XKIaTh.

[Tocnenuue nBa mHS [[eBSTHIA BaH TO M I€JI0 MOTAJICSA Tyda u o6paTHO. FiMIiepaTop TOTOBUIICS
TIOKOHYHUTH C [[eBSITHIM BaHOM — CBO€H T'JlaBHOM yrpo3oi. Ha rpaHuile Ha3peBanu 6eCIOpsaKY, B
Cronulie BOT-BOT HOJIzKHa Obllla pa3pa3uThCs KpoBaBas 6ypsi, Ho Mo UsHb BOBCe He XKeJlajl 3TOro
BUIETH. BCE, Yero oH X0TeNl — 9TO MHpa U MPOIBETAHHUS AJIST CTPAHHBI, IPOCTO MUpPA U MIPOIBETAHUS. ..

OH Xax[aa MOKUHYTh 9TO MECTO, yexXaTh TyOa, I'le HUKTO er0 He 3HAeT, U JKUTh CAMOM OOBIYHOM
TUXOM KU3HBIO, TOKA He MIPUIET CPOK CTapeTh, 60/1eTh U yMupaTh... OQHAKO BEICOKOE MTOJI0KEHHE
IIeBATOT0 BaHa He ITO3BOJISJIO €My ITOCTYNUTH Mogo0HEIM 06pa3oM, iMiepaTop He 3Kejajl BEITYCKaTh
ero u3 Buny, a Tpetuit u CegpMoii OpaThs HY 3a YTO HE COTJIACUIIUCH OBl OTIIYCTUTH €TI0 BOT TaK
npocTo. ¥l moTOMy OH K30 BCEX CHUJI fieJiajl TO, YTO O0CTaBaJIoCh IOCJIEIHUM [ONITOM: coOHpacs
BHITIOJTHUTH IIOCMEPTHOE II0BeJIeHNe, faHHOe UM HeKoraa MMiepaTopy-oTily, ¥ BeCTH uMmeputo [a
MuH K elie 60JbIIIEMYy MOTYILIECTBY U ITpouBeTaHuio. OH He 3HaJI, KOrma HaKOHeIl CMOXKeT COPOCUTE C
T1e4 3TOT I'PY3, EMY 0CTABaJIOCh JIUIIb 0€30CTAHOBOYHO TPYAUTHCS, UCIIONIHSS 3aBeT MMmeparTopa-
oTia. Ho XToO e MCIONMHUT ero CoOOCTBEHHLIN 3aBeT?..

YciinaB BeCTh O IIPOTazKe 3TOM IeBYOHKHM, OH BIIOJIHE MOT OBI IIPOMYCTUTh ee MUMO yiei. Kak
CIIpaBeIuBO 3aMeTus TpeTuit 6pat, moTepst — TOIBKO K JIy4IlleMy, Beb Tellepb HUKTO He CMOXKET
pas3bickaTh BaH Illanb. U Bce ke ero mepBoy peakiuel cTano: 4Tob 3Ty IPOKIATYIO NEBUIYy HAIIPOUb
MUHOBAJIX JII00bIEe HallaCTH...

OTa IeBUOHKa — TOJIKY YyTh, @ BPefa Ha I'poll, pobkas U TpycnuBas, oa K TOMY Xe TO U [IeJI0
HOPOBUT YTO-HUOYE ero cioMaTh. CTOUIIO UM BCTPETUTHCSI BCETO HECKOJIBKO pa3, Kak B HEM yKe
3apONUIIACH CIUIOIIHEIE TONO3PEHUs. X0Ts OHa U CTapalach BOBCIO, HO YXUTPUIIACH BIANATLCH B
HEeIIPUATHOCTH C 3TUM cMyThsHOM lllucanem, u 6e3 Toro MupHas Pe3uneHius [1eBITOro KHA34
BCTaJla Ha yIIX KU3-3a ee HeMyTeBOCTH... M Bcé Ke, YTO C HUM TBOpusiock? C TexX MOp KakK [iBa JHS
Ha3af OH ocTaBull ee B Pe3upennus CenpbMoro BaHa, OH CHOBA U CHOBa HEBOJIBHO BCIIOMUHAII O Hel:
BCIIOMUHAJI ee IyXJIEHbKOE JINUUKO, BCIIOMUHAJI, KaK OHa yIjeTaeT efy, BCIOMUHAJ, KaK OHa OyeT
ryOBI, BCIIOMUHAI BKYC ee Ty0...

Ha ynune Oypnusia Tonna, U, Cyns IO 0XKUBJIEHUIO, C yY€TOM XapaKTepa 9TOH NEeBUIIH], OHA C
BEPOSITHOCTHIO IEBSHOCTO [EBSITh IIPOIIEHTOB obexkasia ria3eTs Ha 3penuie. OH U caM He 3aMeTHJI,
KaK Hayajl CMOTPeTh Ha Belnu rina3amu CyHb [J0J0 — TOYHO TakK Ke, KaK He 3aMedall, 4YTO BO BpeMs
KaXXJ 0 Tpame3kl HEM3MEeHHO OCTaBJIsI/T HETPOHYTHIM XOTh OfHO GJII0[0 U3 YKCJIa ee CaMbIX TI00UMBIX,
lazke eCJI OHU HPABUJIMCh ¥ €MY CaMOMY...

Hy a aTa 6ecnpocBetras Tynuta CyHb [Togo? He pa3myMbiBast HU CEKYH[IBI, OHA ITPOCTO IIepa



Briepen... Ho mpoTUCHYThCA Aasbllle 0Ka3aloCh COBEPIIEHHO HEBO3MOXKHO. biirXke K ClieHe Hapof
CTOSIJT CIIJIOIITHOM HECOKPYIIMMOM MeJHO-KeIe3HOM CTeHOU, ¥ KaK HU Tyxkunack CyHb 100, TONKY He
OBLII0O — COBUHYTH HUKOT'O HE YOABaI0oCh.

Cynb [Jomo u30 BCeX CUJI BCTajla Ha I[BITOYKH, 03UPAsICh TI0 CTOPOHAM B Hafeke OTHICKATh OpeIlb.
He6o He 00MaHyJ0 ee HageXk[: KOTfa HOTH y Hee yxKe Hayajld OTHUMAaThCS OT HANPSIKEeHUs, OHa
HaKOHeIl 3aMeTHJIa, YTO ¥ KOJIOHHBI CJIeBa OT CIieHHl HuKoro HeT. Ho Kak Tyma nmpo6paTtbcs?
[TpoTuCHYThCS HAIPSIMUK Hedero ObLI0 ¥ AyMaThb. [lopa3MBICTIUB TaK ¥ 3[lakK, OHa pellluja CHadala
OTCTYIIUTh Ha3al, a yXkKe OTTyHa 000MTH U MPOTUCHYTHCS CIIeBa.

W BOT 1mOKa BaHBI yCTPEMUIIUCH Briepen B mouckax CyHb [logo, cama CyHsb JJomo Kak pa3
IIPOTUCHYJIACh CKBO3b TOJIIY HAPYXKY.

Bribpasmuck u3 Tommnel, CyHb [10[10 3aBepHYyJja B TEMHEIN ITepeyIioK. II0CKOIbKY Bech MHUPOKUM
IIPOCIIEKT 3anpynunu 3eBaku, CyHb [lomo 3arisHyma B I1y0b IlepeyKa: Bepenu BUugHescs cBeT. Ha
IJla3 IPUKKUHYB PacCTOSHUE, OHa cooOpasuia, YTO eClId IPOMTH HaCKBO3b 110 3TOMY IIEPEYIKY U
000MTH C TOM CTOPOHEI, TO KaK pa3 OKaXKeIIbCsl y KOJIOHHEI CJIeBa OT CLIEHHL.

Hawmertus nnaH, CyHb [Jomo yriy0unack B TEMHBIY II€PEYIIOK...

OnHako 0TKypa et OBIIO 3HATh, YTO, IIYCTh OHA U HapsiAWIach B y4eHUYECKOe I1JIaThe, OHa
oCTaBasach IEeBYIIKOH, U B aBKe KTO-TO yXKe PacKyCun ee UCTUHHBIN 1oj1. Crousno Cyus [lomo
IIaTHYTh B TEMHBIM I€PEYJIOK, KaK BCIe] 3a Hel Ty[a MIMBITHYJI KAaKOU-TO MyK4YKHa.

Cysb [lomo uiia Brepenu. Bokpyr mapui moayMpak, ¥ XOTs IepeysIoK OBl He CITUIIKOM IIMHHBIM U
OT BXOJa BUJIHEJICSI POCBET Ha APYIOM KOHIIe, UATH BHYTPH BCe PaBHO OBIIIO CTPAILIHOBATO: CEPAIIE Y
Cynb [100 MOICKOYMITO K CAMOMY TOPITY ¥ OEIIeHO KOJIOTUIIOCh, @ HOTM CaMU CO0O0H 3allaraiu
ObICTpee — el XOTeJI0Ch ITOCKOpee yOpaThCsl OTCIoAa.

JIvms mpuGIM3UBIINCE K BHIXOAY U3 IepeyiKa U yKe OIIYTUB 0TOIeCKH YIUNYHBIX (oHapeit, CyHb
Homo uyTh-uyTh paccnabunack. Ho He ycliena OHa YCIOKOUTHCS, KakK IPSIMO 107 CBeTOM (hoHapSs C
y2KacoM 3aMeTHuJsIa 1no3aau cebst TeMHyio Gurypy!— A... M-M... M-M... — ucnyraiHas CyHb [Jomo
TOJILKO coOpanach OPocUThCs OexKaTh, KaK YbH-TO PYKHM BHE3AITHO CXBATUIIU €€, 3aXKaJld POT U
IIOBOJIOKJIA B TEMHBIU TTEPEYIIOK...

— M-M... M-M... — 00e3ymeB oT cTpaxa, CyHb [010 130 BCEX CUJI COIPOTUBIISAIACH, HO TaK U HE
CMOTJIa BEIPBATHCS U3 XKEJTe3HONW XBATKU MY XKUUHEI,

— Xa-Xa-xXa, a y 9TOM MaJIbIIIKK KOXKa IIPOCTO IIENIKOBas! — MOXOTIMBO YCMEXHYBIIKUCH, MyKUYKMHA
yMOKHYJ CyHb [[070 B LIEKY.

— A... m-m!! M-m!! — Cyns [lomo 6ecniopsmoyHO Ijapanana MyK4YrWHY, 0OTYasHHO JIIrasch HOTaMu.
CoBceM psimoM Meplian CBET, HeYKeJIU HUKTO He MPUIET el Ha MTOMOIIIb...

— Tu... Xxa-xa-xa, ¢ IEPYUHKOU, OAAI0IIKe 3TO 110 HpaBy! — oT HorTeu CyHb [100 Ha PyKe MyXKYUHEI
oCTanach KpoBaBas IlapaluHa, HO 9TO JIAIIb Pa33al0PUJIO €T0, ¥ OH IIPUHSAJICS LIeJI0OBATh €€ elle
SIPOCTHEE.



— M-m!! M-m!! V-y-y-y... Ba#se... M-M... Ba#be... — MyxK4uHa ocsinan nuio CyHs [10[0 SpOCTHEIMU
notenysiMu, mo6paBIINCh [0 yronka e€ pTa. OH cierka ocnabuil XBaTKy — B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, cefdac
BCe OBIITM 3aHSTH IPA3OHUKOM, a Ha yJIKIle CTOSITT TAKOM IIyM ¥ T'aM, KTO K€ YCITBIIIUT?

— V-y-y-y-y... ybupaiics... M-m! M-M-M... Banbe... yOnmomaox... Banse... y-y-y-y-y... Banbe... — CyHb
Homo ropbko u 6eCIIOMOIIIHO 3aphifjalia, €€ AbIXxaHue CMeIIaaoCh C OMEP3UTENIbHEIM 3aIlaXoM
MYyXK4uHBL. [TI905 Ha 3aTSHYTOe MTJIOM HOuHOe He0o, OHa YyBCTBOBasa, Kak KPYIIHbIE KallJu
OTYasIHUS KaTATCS U3 TJ1as.

— Xa-xa-xa-xa... — II0X0XKe, MyK4Y1Ha 0CTaJICsl KpaiiHe NOBOJIEH CeTOMHSIIIHEeH ToObIel.
HatienoBaBimuch BAOBOJIb, OH IIPUHSJICS CPHIBATh C HEE OfleXKAY.

— All... Baube... yOIIOMOK... V-y-y-y... Baube... Banbe... — B ronoBe y CyHb [logo napuia abCooTHAsA
ycTOTa. EQUHCTBEHHOE, 3a UTO IEeMJIAI0Ch €€ CO3HaHKWe — 3TO TO, YTO NpUaET Banwe, BaHbe caceT
eé... Banne cmacer eé... Bannwe, Bante, rme ke TH... Banne...

Ho kax 0vl HU nmakasa ¥ Hu 3Basia CyHb [lofo, B OTBET pa3paBasics JUIIb TOXOTIUBEINA CMeX
HacuiabHUKA... OT4asHue... [lonHOe oTUasHUE...

Cynb [Jomo cMoTpesia Ha TEMHOE HOYHOE He0O0, CIIE3H HEMTPEPHIBHLIM ITOTOKOM TEKIIH TI0 IIeKaM,
TIIeper rla3aMy BCE PaCIUIBIBAIOCH, & B TPy Pa3uiIcs 3510KUM XOI0NOK. ..

— ...l — B ToT camsIi MoMeHT, Korma CyHb J1070 ©30 BCEX CHII MOIBITANIACh MPUKYCUTH COOCTBEHHBIN
SI3BIK, MY2KYMHA BHE3AITHO 3aMep, BEITAPAIIHI I'7la3a, a CeKYHOY PYXHYI Ha3eMb.

— f1 3mecwk. — Korma meBsATHIA BaH MPOU3HEC 9TU CJI0BA, B3TA CyHb [[0[I0 yKe IIepeMecTHIICS Ha TO
MECTO, e TOJILKO YTO YIIasl MyXKYMHa.

— ... — Cynb JTomo HeMHUTAIOIIKUM B3TJIIHOM CMOTpesia Ha Mo YaHs, C/IE€3H elllé HeMHOT0
II0JeP2KaiCh Ha PECHUIIAX, a 3aTEeM IOKATUIINCh BHU3 OfHA 3a APYTOH...

— [lanp-3p, 5 3mech. — Yel-To HAPSA YKYTall e€ HeJIMKOM, U e€ 03s011ee Tejao 3aKII0YUIIN B
Teérsle 00BATUA.

— YV-y-y-y... y-y-y-y... — Jluuib Teneps CyHb [J0m0 3aauiack TOPEKUME cie3aMu. 3aHeCs PYKH, OHa
W30 BCEX CHJI IIPUHSTIACh TEPETH I'YOBl — TepJia, TEPJa, He OCTAHABIIMBASICE...

— Ban IllaHb... Ban [llaub... Ban [llans! — Mo Ysns nepexBatun pyku CyHb [1omo.

— V-y-y-y... y-y-y-y... — [lepeq rna3amu Bce mnbuio, ¥ CyHb oo SpOCTHO OTTONKHYJIa PyKY BaHa.
Ona 3Hasa U OJHO: HAIO TePeTh N30 BCeX CHUJI, 30 BCEX CHUJI, YTOOH CTEPETH, YUTOOB! OYUCTHUTE...

— IlaHb-3p... — Haxmypuics Mo UsHb U, TOJABLUINCH BIEPEN, HAKPHI IOILENTyeM e€ CTEPTEIE [0
KPACHOTHI T'yOHI.

— ... — CyHb Jlopo 3aMepia Ha MecTe... CITyCTsI MTHOBEHUE OHA BOPYT YTO €CTh MOYM OTTOJIKHYJIA
BaHa.

— ... — Mo Y3Hb HUYEro He OTBETHUI, JIUIIL MOJT4Ya TTIAAS Ha Hee.

— I'psi3HO... — 3aTyMaHEHHBIM B30pPOM yCTaBUBLIKCH B 3eMJTI0, TpoienTana CyHs [[ogo, U KpyIHbE
CJIE3Hl 3aCTy4dalu 0 KaMHU.

— ... — B ero cnoko#HHIX r7a3ax 3apofuiach eiBa 3aMeTHas Psi0b. bemelil camor maruyn Buepen, Mo



YsHb NPOTAHYTI TEIIYIO JIaOHb U HEXKHO OTJIaful e€ 3aljaKkaHHble meKu. CTOuo ex mpoOhITh B
Pesupennuu CegpMoro BaHa BCETO [IBa OHS, KaK OHA 3aMETHO UCXyhana... bolIbuM manabllieM OH
MSTKO TIOTJIafUII €€ TyOhl, KOTOPLIE OHA e[Ba He CTepsia 10 KPoBH... [loBepHYB ronoBy, Mo UYsHb
HEXKHO IPUIaj K eé rybam...

— ... — CmoTp4 apyr gpyry B ra3a, Mo Ysub nputsanyn CyHs [[ogo 3a 3aTHUIOK U MeJIEHHO
IIPUKPEUI T71a3a. ETo mBuKeHUs ObIIM TaKUMU JIETKUMU ¥ HEeKHBIMU, CJIOBHO JTaCKOBLIM BETEPOK
KocHyJcs cepaua CyHb 1070, 1 OHa TOXKe MOHEMHOTI'Y 3aKphlja rjiasa...

— HacTtosmuit Mmep3aBell-BaHbe? — YCMEXHYJICS C KPHIIIKM TPeTH BaH U ITOBEPHYJICS, OCTaBIISsS BCIO
TEMHOTY HOYX Hae[uHe C 9TUMU [ABYMS B IIepeyIKe.

TCepoi.

[Tocne aToro ciy4as B rina3ax CyHb [logo npu Bume Mo YsHST YUTaI0Ch OMHO JIUIIH O71arOTOBEHHUE.
Pa3 yX BaH CKa3all CJIOBO — 3HAYHUT, TaK TOMY U OBITh, CKa3aJl IBa — He OTCTYNUTCS. B e€ cepaile ¢
TOTO CAMOT'0 MOMEHTA, KaK OH CIlac €€, YyKOpeHMUIach YBEPEHHOCTD: €€ BaH — 3TO TOT CaMbII
3aIIMTHUK B CBEPKAIOIIUX [OCIEXaX, C OCTPHIM Me4oM U Ha 6e1oM KOHe, YTO IIpHCKaKal el Ha

BEIPYUKY.
B atoT mens B Pe3upgennun [1eBITOrO KHI3S:

— IeBaTHIM OpaT, CKaXK-Ka, 9Ta IeBUOHKA YaCOM He BioOuach B Te6s? CTOUT Tebe MOSBUTHCS B
TI0JI€ €€ 3PeHusI, KaK OHA I'71a3 ¢ TeOs He CBOJUT, IIPSIMO KaK Ha CBOET0 MYXKYMHY CMOTPHT... —
HEeIO0BOJIbHO mpou3Hec [IucaHs.

— Yero 370, lllUcaHb, peBHyeLIL? — YCMeXHYJICA TpeTHu BaH.

— C yero Obl MHe peBHOBaTh! K ToMy ke, TPOMUIET eIlI€ TONIMeCsIa, ¥ HeBYOHKA YedeT... IX, XOTs
MHE ¥ He II0 AyIIe, YTO OHa MSIUTCS Ha JleBsiToro O6paTa, CKaXXUTe, a UTO €CJIM OHA U BIIPABAY
BJIIOOMTCS B HETO U IIOTOM He 3aX04eT BO3BpallaThcs B cBOU XXI BeK? HeyKeJU MEL U BIPSIMb
OCTaBUM €€ 37IeCh HaBcerma? — C CePhe3HBIM BUIOM crpocun IllucaHsb.

— Taxkoro He cnyyutcs. Bo-miepBrIX, 04eHb CKOPO OTBETHEIE JapHl A FiMIlepaTopa U ToCIognHa
IpeMbep-MUHUCTPaA OyIyT TOTOBHL, TAK YTO 3Ta ocoba cTaHeT HaM 0e3 HaJoOHOCTH. Bo-BTOPEIX, €€
3aBEeTHAsI Me4YTa — BEPHYTLCS 00PATHO, ¥ eciu y Heé OymeT Takasi BO3MOXKHOCTh, OHA HETIPEMEHHO
yemeT. Hy a B-TpeThUX, €Clii OHa BAPYT U BIPaBOy MoM00UT Mo U9HS U OTKAXKETCS YXOOUTh, HaM
OCTaHeTCs JIUIIL TPUOETrHyTh K KpaHUM MepaM U MOCTYIHUTh C Hel XKeCTOKO, — yIbI0asiCh, OTBETHII
TpeTui BaH, CIOBHO peys IIjIa O MyCTSYHOH IITyTKE, a HE 0 YeJI0BeYECKOM KHU3HHU. ..

— ... — Mo YaHb XpaHUI MOJTYaHUE, JIUIIH OTPEIIEeHHO TS Kyna-TO Boab...

— Tpertuii 6pat, Tebe He KaxKeTCs, YTO 3TO CIUIIKOM KECTOKO II0 OTHOIIEHUIO K JeBUOHKe? MoXKerT...
no3BonuM CengpMoMy 6paTy 3abpath e€? — mpensoxun lucaHs.

— A 410 gymaeis Te, Mo UY3HB? — HaMepPeHHO NIOMHTEpeCcoBasics TpeTuil BaH.
— Kak 3nHaeTe. — He BhIKa3aB HU Majeiinero uHtepeca, Mo YsHb IOOHSIICS U BHIIEN U3 OeCeKu.

— Tpetuii 6pat, Kak gyMaelib... [leBITOMYy OpaTy TOKe HpPaBUTCS 9Ta IeBYOHKA? — BCTPEBOKEHHO
cupocuin [lucaHsb.

— A TH 3Haels, 4To Mo YaHb 11e710BaJICs C 3TOM 0C000M? — BMECTO OTBETa OPOCHUIT BCTPEUHBIN



Borpoc TpeTwuii BaH.

— Jla Kak Takoe BO3MOKHO?! [IeBsATHIM OpaT HU 3a 4TO OBl HE CTaJl! — MOACKOYMI OT HEOXKUIAHHOCTH
[IMucaHs.

— C ygero 0wl He cTan? B TOT gJeHb XOTh OHa U OblJIa B My2KCKOM IIJIaThe, Y MEHS BO3HUKJIIO IIOJIHOE
ouryuienue, 6ynaro Mo Usns niemyetcs ¢ ToOoii. BmpoueM, Ta KapTuHa BHTIIAENa Kyga
rapMoHUYHee... — OpocuB B3rnan Ha Illucans, TpeTuit BaH 3agyM4yuBo yaanusics, octaBus [llucaHs B
TIOJTHOM OIMHOYECTBE U PacTepsIHHOCTU B Oecenke.

Hap Cronuiiedt moCTEeHHO CTYIIAUCh CYMepKH, B Pe3umeniuu [[eBITOr0 KHSI35 3aXKTIJIUCh (POHAPH.

— Emb u mpekpaTy MSNIUTHCS Ha 3TOTO BaHa, — He TIOMHUMAsI TOJIOBHI, Tpou3Hec Mo UsHb,
o6parmasch K CUIEBIIeN PSIIOM KPOIIKE.

— ... — CyHb [lomo cierka COTHyJa Ila3a, IPeBPaTUB UX B UUCTHIE U SPKUE TIOTYMECSIIHL. . .

— Pa3 g momor Tebe OTHICKATh YeJI0BEKA, Tl Y2Ke 3Haelllb, KaK BEPHYThCSI? — Mo YUsHb MMOOHSI I'a3a
Ha CyHb [lopo.

— Temeps, CTOUT JIUIIL PA3BICKATh TOJICTYIO XKEHIIUHY, IIaHCOB CTaHET Tropa3ao 0osbiile! — pagoCTHO
Bhinanuia CyHb [lofo.

— ToncTyio XKeHIUHY?

— Vry! 4 e€ Bupena, oHa AEPKUT 3aBefleHNe B CaMOM OKUBJIEHHOM KBapTasie CTOJHUIIE, THe
JKEHIIMHBI TOABICKUBAIOT ce0e Myxk4uH. K TOMy Ke, eClTi OHa OTKaXXeTCs MHe IIOMOYb, Y MEHS €CThb
ele OfiUH CrIocod BEPHYThCSI! — C MOJIHEHIe! YBepeHHOCThIo 3asBuia CyHb [lomo.

— 0? — I'y6sr Mo YsHs crierka Aporuynu B yneioke. OH BOPYT moiiMan cebs Ha MBICTIE, YTO MY
HPaBUTCS CMOTPETh Ha €€ CMeIoIIKecs Iia3a.

— 910 cekpert! Kcratu, Banbe, s Bedb eIé HUYETo AJIS Bac He Chesiajia, MOTy s 4eM-HUOYOb ITOMOYb?
— cupocuna Cyss [lomo.

— 3aBTpa g CaM 3afIMYCB IIOMCKaMM 9TOH TOJICTOM JKEHIIMHEI, a CETOgHS Be4YepOoM 4 OTBeay Tebs B
OOHO MEecCTO.

— Kypma a10?

— Cnauana noetrb. — [Tonoxus CyHb [1040 Kyco4dek Msica B Tapenky, Mo YsHb yMOJK.
— M-mM... — kuBHyna Cyss [Jomo u nIpuHSLIach 3a efy...

Houynas TeMHOTa yKe MOJIHOCTBIO YKpbl1a CTONUILY.

Mo Ysnb B3g1 CyHb [Jomo ¢ coboii Ha MPOTYIKY, II03BOJIsAs el 6aoBaThCS M Pa3BIE€KaThCS BIOBOIIb:
BCE, Uero OHa HHU MPOCHUJIa, OH IOKYIaJ, a Kyfga Obl OHa HU IT0XkKeJlaja OTIIPaBUThCS — IIperpaj He
YUHUJI, ¥ TaK IIPOM0IKAJIOCh A0 IIyO0KOW HOYH. ..

— Harynanacs? — Mo Usns men pagom ¢ Cyss [Jopo.

— Banwne, ¢ yero ato Bam BAOPYT 3aX0TEJIOCh BRITAIIIUTE MEHA CErogHs HOI'YHHTB? — XKy Ha X0y
KaKo0€e-TO JIaKOMCTBO U €iBa BOpOYad sA3BIKOM, CIIPOCHJIA Cy'Hb omo.



— YToOk! TH yiIna 6e3 coxanenuit. — Mo YsHb 1erko yablOHyICS.

— ... Xe-xe-xe... — CyHb JIol0 Ha CEKyHMy 3aMepiia, B e€ Cceplle IeBebHyI0Ch KaKoe-TO CTPAaHHOe,
HE3HAaKOMOe YyBCTBO, OT KOTOPOTO CTaJI0 YyTOUKY IPYCTHO. BIpoueM, oHa TYT 2Ke IPOTHasa 3T0
OIIyIIeHNEe IPOYb ¥ BECEJI0 PACCMesIach:

— Panee s roBopun tebe, 4TO Hay4y TeOs TOMY, 9YTO 3HAYUT OKO 3@ OKO, TIOMHHUIIB?
— Vry-yry~ TonbKo 5 Befib TaK U He Hay4duach 00EBLIM UCKYyCCTBaM...
— ... — Mo YsHb OPOTSHYN €l PYKY.

— ... — Cyub [Topmo omelnuia Ha IMOJICEKYH/IB, HO yXKe B CIIeAyIOIIyI0 JOJII0 CEKYHOB PagoCTHO
BJIOKMJIa CBOIO JIaflOHb B TEIIYIO PYKY BaHa, ¥ BMECTe C HUM B3MblJIa B HOUHOE Hebo.

B ymax cBucten Betep. CyHb [Jomo KPemKo cxKuMajla TEMTYI0 PYKY BaHa, a Apyras pyka Mo YsHs
oOHMMana e€ 3a Tanuio. Yix yepHble BOJIOCH IIepEeMIeNIuCh Ha BeTPy, a 3aTeM pa3MeTasliCh B pa3Hble
CTODPOHHL....

Bckope 0HU OMyCTUIIKMCH Ha KPHIITy KAaKOT0-TO 0COOHSIKa, 1 Mo Y9Hb OCTOPOKHO IIPUIIONHST
Yepenuily.

— IIaTHAgUATHIN...? — omacHo npumnas K Kphiie, CyHb [Jomo 3ariasHysa B 00pa30BaBIINiiCS ITPOCBET
U yBULeJa, 4YTO BHU3Y [I9THaAIATHIM BaH IpUHUMAET BaHHY.

— Copoch BHU3. — Mo Yanb npotaayn Cyab [Jono HeOOIbIION MeloYeK.
— YT0 3T0? — TUXOHBKO CIIPOCHJIA OHA.

— To, uto [IaTHAAUATHIM TIOOUT OOJIbIIE BCero. — Mo UsHb 4yTh YNHIOHYIICS, U B €TI0 Yapylolei
ynbIOKe CKBO3MIIa COBEPIIIEHHO 6e300uIHas Ha BUJ IYKaBOCTb.

— A~ — Cyub [lomo OCIIYIIHO UCIIOHNUIA TPHUKa3, BCeleNI0 3aYapoBaHHas yIbIOKOM BaHa. Y HeE
IIPOCTO HEe 0CTaJIOCh CUJI Ha Pa3dyMbs, CTOUT JIU CIIepBa 3arjIsHYTh BHYTPh, ¥ OHA IPOCTO CKUHYJIa
MeIlloYeK BHU3.

— Afi... BaH... BaHme...
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