L3511 2Kao He 3HAA, CKOJIbKO BpeMeHH mpoOsTa B 6ecmaMaTcTBe. Korya oHa HaKOHeI] 0YHYJIach U
OTKpH/Ia TJ1a3a, IEPBEIM, UTO YBUAENa, Oblia 1efiast ToJa JIIofiel, CTOSBIINX Ha KOJIEHSX Y €€
kpoBaTu. OT HEOXKUNAHHOCTU OHA €[Ba He JIUIINUIIACh YyBCTB.

Xanb F0#t ocTopokHO npubnusunack. Ha e€ yTOMIEHHOM JIHUIle CUsIIa PaiOCTh:

— Bamme BenuuecTBo, Bl 0uHynHCH! A Tak 3a Bac 60s1ach.

L1351 2Kao cnabo yneiOHYyIach, MoKa3kBasi, 4YTO C HEU BCE B MOpsiAKe. 3aTeM OHa Opocuiia B3TJIA Ha

TIOJI ¥, IIOHM3KB T'OJIOC [0 IIEI0TA, OCTOPOKHO CIPOCHIA:

— IToueMy OHH BCE CTOSIT 3[eCh Ha KOJIEHSX?

Ha nutie Xaup F0ii Ha MrHOBEHHEe O0TPa3uIOCh HeJJOyMeHHe, HO OHa TYT JKe IOSICHUIIA:

— Bamre BennuecTBo, pa3Be He BBl CaMU IIPUKa3aId, YTOOR IIPK MaJIeHIIeM BallleM HEJOMOTaHUK BCe
BCTABa/IX Ha KOJIEHU Y KPOBATH ¥ XK/IaJIM BAIllUX PACIOPSIKEHUH?

OHa BHIpa3uIach KpaHe JeTUKATHO, XOTS Ha CaMOM [ieJie 3TO 03HaYaJjI0, YTO JIIOAU HOIKHEI OBITh
TOTOBHI B JTI000M MOMEHT CTaTh MHIIEHLIO [T €€ THEeBa.

LI3siH 2Kao ¢ TpymoM mepeBaprBaa yeikianHoe. Kakoil e cTpaHHOM OblTa 9Ta KEHITHHA !
[TpencTaBUTh TOIBKO: MPOCHIIACNILCS TOCPENK HOUM, TePeBOPAYMBAEIIIbCs, a BOKPYT TeOs Ha MOJy
1leJias TOJIIa — OT OOHOU MEIC/IM 00 3TOM CTAHOBUTCS He II0 cebe.

OnHa Mom4a CTJIOTHYIA. I'nags Ha TO, Kak Y BCeX OIIYIIIEHEI TOJIOBEI X KaK UX OLET MenKas OPOXKE,
HEeTPYOHO OBIIIO JO0TaddThCA, UTO IIPEXKHAA HAJIOZKHHUIIA 3un HU3PAOHO IIOMY4YHJida CBOUX CIIYT.

L1351 2Kao Takas anbTepHATHBHAS Tepanus Ojis cHa ObUta He o Aymie. OHa MaxHya PYKOH,
IIpUKa3biBasg BCEM YUTHU. B OTBET Ha JuIlaxX CIyT OTPa3uIoCch TO Xe yAuBIeHue, 4To Obi1o y XaHs 0.
OHU elé HOITo He MOTJIM IIOBEPUTH B YCIIBIIIIAHHOE, TOJAHUMAJIKCH C T10J1a C OTIaCKOH, TO U [IeJI0
OTJISIOBIBASICh: OOSIIMCH, YTO UX CBHUpPETAs rOCroXka repefyMaert.

JIumb oOKa3aBIIKMCh Ha 6€3011acCHOM PaCCTOSTHUY, OHU CMOTJIU IIepeBECTH AyX ¥ Haydau
IIepelIENTHBaTLC:

— CrpaHHO, IIpaBaa? B oTOT pa3 oHa HacC gaxe He y[apuia.

— MoxeT, y Hee OT JIefIsTHOX BOALI B 03epe PacCymoK IIOMYTHIICT?

— A MOXKeT, B HEE BCEIUJICI BOASHOU AyX? Mos MaTh TOBOPUIIA, UTO OYXH YTOIIJIEHHUKOB HE MOTYT
IIePEePOOUTLCS, TI0O9TOMY HYaCTO BCEJISIOTCS B 3710[eeB, YTOOH COBEpPIATh NOOPHE Oefla U HaKOMUTh
3aCHyrHu Oy CIenylollel XXKNU3HU.

— Tcc... Tume, He 6onTal MTUIIHETO, @ TO YCIIBIIIAT.



Kak TOnIbKO 9TH CJI0Ba OBIIM IIPOM3HECEHEI, PAa3roBOPEI MTHOBEHHO CTHUXIIN. HeCMOTpH Ha COMHEHU4,
BO ABOPIIe Y CTEH €CTh YIIIX, U HUKTO HE OCMEJIUJICA IIPOOOJIZKATh MOMEICJIBI.

MyxyH 113109, CTOSBIINI HEMIOAANEKY, HEBOJILHO YCIIBIIIAT BCE [I0 TIOCieiHero cioBa. Ha ero
O71eIHOM, XOJIOMHOM JIMYKKE He APOTHYJ HU OOWH MYCKyJ. OH TOCMOTPEN B CTOPOHY ABoplia FOHIUH,
roe xkwuma L3sH 2Kao, ¢ oueHb CII0KHBIM BhIpaXkeHueM ria3. OH Tak I1y00KO IOTPY3UIICS B CBOU
MBICJIH, YTO He 3aMeTu1, Kak LI3sH 2Kao BhIlIIa IpsiMO Ha HETO.

O4YHYBIIKUCE, OH CTONKHYJICS C HEX B3TJISALOM.

L3511 2Kao HHCTUHKTUBHO YIBIOHYIACh U, CIIeAysI COOCTBEHHOMY XapaKTepy, CIPOCHUIIa:

— Tl TOXKe mOnpaBUICI?

Xanp HO# nocneruna no0aBUTh:

— Bamre BenmnuecTBo, ¢ {eBSITHIM IPUHIIEM IIOCJIE TOTO, KaK BH €TI0 CIIAC/Id, BCE B IMOPSOKE.

I'maza LI3sH 2Kao 3a01ecTeny, CII0BHO B HUX OTPazKaauCh 3BE31bl. OHa HE MOTJIa CKPHITh CBOETO
U3YMJIEHHUS ¥ PO cebs mogyMaina: «BoT 4To 3HAYMT IJIaBHAS POJIb — TPHU OHS IPOCTOSATh HA KOJIEHSX
Ha JIb[y, TPOBAIMTHCS B JIE[ASTHOE 03€P0, ¥ XOTh OBl XHEI!»

OHa cHOBa B3rJIgHYyJa Ha Hero. Kak xke o O6bu1 Mu. Ceppaue L35 2Kao pacTasiio, oHa MOTSHYJACh,
yTOOHI ITOTPETATh €ro I10 IIeKe, HO B TOJIOBE TYT XkKe pa3fasicst 6e3:KanoCTHbIM curdan CUCTEMHI:

— Xo3s1iKe 3allpemeHO0 HaPYyIIaTh XapPaKTeP MMepCoHaXKa.

MyxyH 113109 MHCTUHKTUBHO OTIPSHYJ Ha3an. Pyka L[3su 2Kao 3aMepria B Bo3nyxe. YOpaTh €€ Un
IOTSIHYThCSA? B UTOTe OHa MPOCTO ONYCTHIa PYKY, V/IbIOKa IIoracjia, ¥ OHa Moj4a IIOBEPHYJIach,
YTOOBI YUTH.

BHelHe 0Ha Ka3aiach TOKOPHOM, HO B AYIIE yKe THICIYY pa3 Ipokisiia 3Ty Cuctemy. OHa TBEPHO
petmmiia 3apadoTaTh JOCTATOYHO OYKOB, ©30ABUTHCS OT 9TOr'0 MPOKJISITOr0 copTa ¥ HaKOHEI 00pecTH
cBo6Gopy, 4TOOBI OBITH caMol COBGOii.

MyxyH 113109 cMOTpen el BCiefl, CKUMas KyJIaKu TaK CUJIbHO, YTO 1moOesiesiu KOCTSIIKY. B ero
cepale, KOTOpoe yXkKe AaBHO 0YEPCTBEJIO ¥ OHEMEJIO, BOPYT 3apOfUIOCh CTPaHHOE YyBCTBO. Pa3se
OHa He coOupanach CoBeplIaTh JOOPHIe felia, YTOOR UCKYIIUTh TPEeXH TOM 3710M XKeHIIUHH? [louemy
OHa TakK oOpaIllaeTcs coO MHOM?

L3su 2Kao, KOHEYHO, He 3Hala, 0 Y4EM OH OyMaeT. Ona IIPOCTO XOTeJIa HallOCJIEOOK IIOXKHUTL B CBOE
YOOBOJILCTBHE, TIPEXKOE YEM eé BEIBEIYT U3 UT'PEI B 3TOM CHE.

By,'[[y‘-II/I 3J7I0[IeMKOM, OHA 3HaJa, 4To eé CI)I/IHaJ'I — CMEDPTE OT PYK I''TaBHOI'O reposi, B3OIIEeIIero Ha



TPOH, ¥ TJIaBHOM T€POMHY, CTaBIIEeH KOPOIeBOi. Y He€ moKa He OBIII0 JOCTATOYHO OYKOB, YTOOHI
MU3MEHUTD CIOXKET, a 3HAUUT, U (HUHAJ 0CTABaJICI HEU3MEHHEBIM.

[Toka 4TO B 9TOM CHe OBIJI0 OTHOCHUTEJIBHO CIIOKOMHO, ¥ B OIMKaliIee BpeMs: HIYero CTPAIIHOT0 He
[OJIKHO OBLIO CIIYYUTHCS: TJIABHBEIN I'epOol BCE ellle OB JIUIIh «IBIMIJIEHKOM». Ho 3TO He 03Hayarlo,
YTO BCE MPOUMET KaK IO Maciy.

Hanpumep, B onus u3 gHe Li3gu 2Kao cugena Ha KyIIeTKe ¥ JaKOMHUJIaChb CyXOGpPyKTaMHu, KOraa
XaHnp O mocmemHo nogoina K Heil ¢ pafloCTHOM YIBIOKOM U IpoIllenTala Ha yXo:
— Barre BennyecTBo, y MEHS OTJINYHBIE HOBOCTH.

— Kakwue HOBOCTH? — 1I357H 2Kao Oblyla COBEPIIEHHO CIIOKOMHA.

Xanb KO HakIOHMNACh elre OluXKe U C TOPKECTBYIOIMIKUM BUOOM mo0aBuia:

— Bame BenuuecTBo, roBOpAT, 4TO HajoxHUIA Iy KpyTUT poMaH ¢ reHepanoMm XsHbaHeM. OHU
YacTO BCTpeYarTCs TalHO, CIYyTY BUAEJIU UX MHOTO pas3.

B rnasax L[3sH 2Kao Ha CeKyHAY BCIBIXHYJI OTOHEK CIIJIETEH, HO OHA TyT Ke ero mopaBuia. Bempb
Tenepb rNTaBHOM IepOHMHEN 9TOM JpaMbl Obl/la OHA CaMa.

B opuruHaNbHOM CIOXKETe HalloXKHuIla L[3uH, He MOOUBINKMCH BHUMaHKUS UMIIepaTopa, BEIMeIaia
3100y Ha mobumulle — Hamoxuulle [Ily. OHa uckasa 1000 moBom, 4ToOs IoryouTh €€, u Xaus O,
3HAs 9TO, CJIeUIa 3a KaXK/IbIM IIarOM COMEPHHUIIHL.

Teneps ke 1351 2Kao momxkHa Oblsla, COTIaCHO CIOXKETY, BO BpeMs ITpa3gHUKa CePeOuHbl OCeHH
IIPUBECTHU UMIIepaTOpa U ero CBUTY K MECTY TAWHOT'0 CBUIAHUS, YTOOL! ITOMMATh JTI000BHUKOB C
nonu4HbEIM. CaMo 1o cebe 3T0 OBIJI0 OBl HE CTPAIITHO, HO ITpobieMa Oblyia B TOM, YTO II0 CIOXKETY
HaJoXKHMIA [[31H, XKenas MomcTaBUTh HanoxHuiy Iy, 3apaHee MofCHITIana i MOPOIIOK
BO30yKIEHHUS, HO B UTOTE CaMa XKe €r0 U BHIIHIIA.

Knaccuueckuit mprMep: X04delllb HaBPeOUTh Bpary Ha THICSIYY, @ B UTOTe HAHOCHUIIL ce0e Bpey Ha
BOCEMBCOT.

Xanb 01 nmpogonxkarna:

— Bamre BenmuuecTBo, s gjaxe pa3fgo0biyia 3TO CpecTBO. Kak TOMBKO Ta Mep3aBKa MPUMET ero, OHa

ImoTepdeT KOHTPOJIb, X TOI'Ja KMIIePaTop 00s13aTeIbHO l'IpI/IJIéT K HaM BO ABOpPeI1 HOuanuH.

[13sn 2Kao nocmotperna Ha Oenblit paphopoBLIil My3EIPEK B €€ PyKax. ITO OBLI TOT CaMBIX ITOPOIIIOK.
KapTuHa moka3ajach ey myraiollle 3HaKOMOM — HY TOYHO CIleHa U3 pPoMaHa, I'ie 3700eiKa U eé
IIPUCIENIHNIIA CTPOST KO3HHU.

OHa BhIlaBWIa U3 ce0s BEKIIUBYI0, HO HEJIOBKYIO YIIHIOKY.



B CIIegYyIOIIYyI0 CEKYHOY pa3daJiCa I'0JIOC CucreMsr:

— Xo3siiKa, IPUHUMAaEeTe JIM BBl 3aJJaHie Ha «OUEPHEHHUE»?

YcnrimmaBs, 9yTo ecTh BhIOOp, 11351 2Kao oxuBuiack. OHa pemuTeIbHO HaXKajla Ha KHOIIKY 0TKa3a, HO
Ta He cpaboTasna. [Tociie HECKOJIBKUX MOMBITOK OHA JIUIIL YCMEXHYIach U Haxasna «[IpuHSITb».

Hpa3I[HI/IK CepeIrnHEl OCEHHU OBIIT OOHUM N3 CaMBIX ITBIITHBIX COOBITHH BO OBOpIIE. [TouTu BCe
HaJIOXKHUIIBE, UMEBIINE XOTh KAKOU-TO PaHT, CTPDEMHUIIUCH 6J'IeCHy'TB HapsagaMU 1 MaKHUAXKeEM, CTapasiChb
3aTMHUTE OPYT OpPyTa. Kaxmas xotena IIpuBJI€Yb BHUMaHHE UMIIepaTopa, YTOOBI HaKOHeEI]
BO3BEICUTBCA.

Xanb KO# cyeTunach, Kak ¥ KaXObli TOM: IIENK, aTjlac, KOCMETUKA, YKpaIlleH!s — BCE 3TO rOpaMu
nexarsno B KomHate. L35 2Kao cMoTpena Ha 3To 60raTCTBO, U €€ rias3a 3aropenuchk. OHa Havasla
nepebupaTh BEIY, HE B CUJIaX OTOPBATHCS.

— Xamns HO#, ato Bcé moe?

— KoneuHo, Baimie BenudectBo. Pa3Be Bbl 3a6b1? ITO BCE MOAApKU UMIIepaTopa 3a TO, YTO BHI
B3SIJTM Ha ce0s1 3a00Ty 0 IeBATOM IIPUHIIE.

11351 2Kao pacmnibiiack B JOBOIBHOM yIIBIOKE:

— Oxka3seiBaeTcs, 51 Takas 6oraTas! [Toxanyi, 6yqy Teepb OTHOCUTHCS K 3TOMY MaJIb4YHIIKe YyTh

nyydIe.

MasnpuuInKa, 0 KOTOPOM IIJIa Pe4b, B 3TOT MOMEHT CTOSIJT Y OKHA U CITy4alHO MOACITYLIAT 3TOT
pasroBop. OH HaxMypucs: «TueciaBHas XKeHIWHA. A S BeOb IIOYTH IIOBEPHJI, YTO OHA
M3MEHHIacCh».

HacTymnunu cymepku, 3aXTuCh GOHAPH, ¥ OBOPEI 3aCUSIIT 30JI0TOM.

Xans FOu nomorna 113sH 2Kao NprHAPSAOUTHLCS: OHA BRITTISENA OCIENUTEIFHO B PO30BOM IIJIaThe C
HEXXHBIM y30pOM ¥ MEX0BOM HaKUAKe, B KOTOPOM He CTpallleH OblI HUKaKOM Xonon. 2KeMuyKHas
3aK0JIKa B BOJIOCaX IpU KaxXIoM Iare cjierka IoKauuBajach, mpupgaBas e€ o0pa3y ocoboe
O4YapoBaHUE B CBETE CBEUEU.

E€ paHT m03BOJISyI IepeIBUTaThCS B IaJlaHKUHE, KOTOPHIM YKe XK[all y BEIXOfa.

L3511 2Kao, omupasick Ha pyKy XaHb FO#, nogoiia K nanaHkuny. CoOupasch CECTh BHYTPh, OHa
KpaeM TJla3a 3aMeTHJIa B TEMHOM YTy ONMHOKYIO, XOJIOAHYIO Urypy.

910 6811 MyxkyH 113109. OH BCE elnl€ ObIJI B TOM Ke YEPHOU OfeK[e, CIIUIIKOM TOHKOMU I OCEHH.
PykaBa OBIITM TIOPBaHbI, XOJIOMHbIM BETEP TPeIas ero BoJIOCH, 06ayBasi TBepAoe, U3MOXKIEHHOE JTUIIO.



Ot aroro 3PeJuIlla cepalne HEBOJIbHO CZKUMAJIOCh.

I3sH 2Kao 3aMmepna u cupocuina XaHs Hi:

— Y Hero 4T0, HeT TEmNou ogexarl? [IouemMy OH Tak ofeT?

Xanb HO# 3aMa1ach:
— Bame BennuecTBo, pa3Be He BB IIpHKa3aiu He JaBaTh AeBATOMY IPUHIY XOPOIIYIO OfAeXAY U eny?
I'maBHOeE, MOJI, YTOOEL OBLLI XKUB.

[z3au 2Kao: «...?!»

OHa noT€pya BUCKH, 3afilaBasiCh BOIPOCOM, He MyxkyH L3103 1 caM Hamucanl 3TOT ClieHapui. B
opuruHaje oHa Onlla «6eJiol IyHOM» (MHeasioM), a B er0 CHe 0Ka3aslach 3710 Madyexo.

Ona xoTesa OBIIO MPUKa3aTh IIePeofieTh ero B HOPMaJbHYI0 OfeXay, HO 1000s/1ach IPeaynpexXaeHus
CucTeMbl 0 HapyIIeHUH XapaKTepa, II03TOMY ITPOMOJTYana.

[Tpa3pHUK CEPENUHE OCEHU CUUTAJICSI CEMEMHEIM TOPKECTBOM, II03TOMY IIPUHIILL ¥ TPUHIIECCEH
IOJIKHEL OBLIM IPUCYTCTBOBATh 00513aTeTbHO. MyxkyH 113109 He OBUT UCKITIOUEHUEM.

L3511 2Kao exasna B MajaHKWHE BIEPEOH, HO €€ He TIOKUIAJI0 YyBCTBO TpeBOTU. OHa MPUTIOAHSIA
3aHaBecKy u ob6epHynack: MyxyH 1[3109 nnéncs c3afu, CIOTHKASICh U IHITAsICh HE OTCTaTh. Bapyr
KTO-TO ITOJICTABUJI €My IIOOHOXKKY, ¥ OH C TJIyXUM CTYKOM PyxHYJ Ha 3eMyto. Cepare L3su 2Kao
CKaJocCk.

TyT Xe pa3gancsd 3aJUBUCTHIY, eIKUN CMeX:
— Xa-xa-xa! MoHCTp, T TOXKe coOpacs Ha pa3gHuK? Eciu TH onsATh HaBleuy€emsb Oeny, s ¢ Te0s
rojioBy cHuMy! A Hy, mpoBaiuBaii 00paTHO!

I3su XKao TYyT K€ CKOMaHOOBadlla OCTAHOBUTH IIaJIaHKKWH W BEICKOYHIId HAPYXKY.

Korpga ona yBupmena o6uguuka, ceppie éKHymo. ToT, KTo TONKHyI MyxkyH L[3103 u cMesiyicst Hafl HUM,
OBLT MaTbYUKOM TOT'O K€ BO3PAcCTa, HO II0 ero POCKOIIIHOMY HapPsIy ¥ OTPOMHOM CBUTE OBIIO
TIOHSITHO, YTO 9TO IIPUHII 60JIee BLICOKOTO PAHTa.

XoTsi OHU OBUTM POMHBEIMHU OPAThSIMH, K 9TOMY IIPUHITY OTHOCUIIMCH COBCeM uHaue. CKopee BCEro, Ha
HETO0 TOBJIUSIJIA OKPYyXKalolue, KOTOPble BHYILIUIN eMy, 4YTO0 MyXKyH 113109 — BUHOBHUK CMEPTH UX
MaTepu U «HeOoOPHIN 3HAK».

[Tocne cmepTu KoponeBbl MyxkyH CloaHb BOCIUTHIBANICS y IMIIepaTopcKoii 671arOpOfHON CyIIpPyTru



HO#1, koTopas Ovlna pogHOM CeCTPOM MOKOMHOM KoposieBbl. OHa AYIIY He Yasijia B MaJb4yuKe, YTO U
cOesaio ero TaKuM HEBEHIHOCUMEIM.

L3351 2Kao nmuurs B3goxHyna. Ponuele Opaths, a cyapbel — Kak He6o u 3eMisi. OnUH — B 30J10T€ U
IIOYETE, OPYroil — XyxKe COOaKH.

Ho eit 6b110 BCE paBHO, KTO OH TakKoM. O6uxath caboro — 31o nogyo. OHa cxkana KylakH,
3amBuHYIa MyxyH 113109, KOTOPHIM CMOTPEN Ha IIPUHIIA C HEHABUCTLIO, ce0e 3a CIIMHY U CKa3aa:
— Manbim, Heyxkenu Te0s HUKTO He Y4Yui ObITh JOOPEIM K OpaThsaM? TpaBUTh OAPYTHUX, MOIb3YSICh
CBOUM TIOJIOKEHMEM, — MOCTYIIOK HUYTOXKHOT'O YEJIOBEKa.

MyxyH CioaHb, KOTOPHIM Ha 3aHATUAX 0OBIYHO CIIajl, YCTAaBUJICA Ha HEE, He TOHUMas, YTO
npoucxonut. OH 3agpan HOC ¥ BEICOKOMEPHO OTBETHII:

— A THI elé KTO Takasi? 3acTymaelbcs 3a 3TOro MOHCTpa? He GOUIIBCS, YTO S IIOMPOLIY MATYIIKY
Hakas3aTh Te0s?

Ero «maTymkon» 6bia MnepaTopckas 6naroponHas cynpyra FO.

I3sH 2Kao paccMesnacse:

— Of#1, KaK xe 1 0010Ch!

MyxyHn CioaHb BIIepBBEIE CTOJIKHYJICS C TEM, YTO €r0 UTHOPUPYIOT, a eIlé U HacMexaloTcs. OH XoTen
6110 HabpocuThes, HO LI3stH 2Kao cxBaTwila ero 3a PyKy U Clierka TONKHYJIa — MaJlbYiK HEYKITI0XKe
TIOBA/IUJICS Ha 3eMJIi0. [TOmHSICS LIyM, CIIyTH OPOCUIUCH K HEMY.

[13su 2Kao xj0MHyNa B IafOIMIX 1, TOHU3UB I'0JIOC 10 YTPOXKAIOIIET0 IET0Ta, CKa3asa:

— IIpenynpexnato Tebs: eCNU eIlé pa3 OOUAKIID €TO0...

OHa HaKJIOHUJIACh K caMoMy yxy MyxyH CioaHs u qoOaBuia:

— { menHy TBOeMy OTI[y Ha yUIKO, YTOOBI OH TULINI TeOs TUTYIIA.

Cka3zaB 3T0, OHA Pa3BepHYIaCh ¥ YIIIa.
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