— Bpat, moxeT, oTHnoxHels HeMHOT0? Ecii eCcTh BO3MOXKHOCTE IIEPEHECTHU [Iela, IepeHecH, — C
TOT0 camoro mHs JIs#t TuH Havan TalikoM HaOmonaTh 3a JIait YxkaHeM. M Kak HU CTPaHHO, C TOTO OHS
JIa#t Yk9Hb 60JIbIIIE HEe CTPamasl OT IMIPUCTYIOB. HampoTuB... OH CTal faXxe HOpMaJibHee?

Kak 65l 3T0 cKa3aTh? B HeM MosgBUIOCH 00JIbIlE BEeIUYHS, TIOA00AI0IIEr0 UMIIEPATOPY, X 3TO OBLIO
COBEPIIEHHO HeHOPMaJibHO! Bedb TO, UTO €CTECTBEHHO OJII OPYTUX, B ciiy4ae C JIan YxkaHeM
BBITJISIIEJIO KPalHe TIOJ03PUTEIBHO.

[Touemy? He crnpaiuBaii. PogHoro 6parta s 3Haio Kak 00IyIIJIEHHOTO.

YTo KacaeTcs CEeTrONHSIIHEro0 mapaaa, JIay TUH pemus, YTo Tydille OTIPaBUTLCS camoMy. Korma
IIPOUCXOISAT TaKHe CTPaHHbIE BEIH, OCTOPOXKHOCTh HUKOTA He TIOMeIllaerT.

— O#1, ma 6pocs, myctsku. TBo# 6paT — cam Mimneparop I'poma, 4TO CO MHOM MOXKET CITyYUThCS?
OtmycT#, oTIyCTH, KOpabib yxke roToB! — JI9i UK3Hb COXpaHSJ IPUBHIYHOE MITKOE BEIPaKeHUE
JIUIla, OOHAKO Ha ero PyKe, BLUENUBLIENCS B Kpail OleXK/Ibl, B3AY/IUChH BEHHL.

— Xa-xa, Opart, THl CIIMIIKOM yCTaJll, CeTOnHs mnoeny s, — JIai THH pomoiIKan HaCTOMYNBO
yroBapuBaTh, HE pa3kKuMas XBaTKU.

— Jla He TsgHU THI! ITO Ke MOoU m00uMEIH KocTioM! CIIMT Ha 3aKa3, eQUHCTBEHHEIN B CBOEM poae! —
JIay YK5HB € y2KacoM CMOTPEJT Ha CKJIafKu, KoTophle JIsii THH 0CcTaBUI Ha TKaHMU.

— Bort umenno! Tl HafieBal ero BCero pas, Ha Mot cBafb0y! Bce ocTanbHOE BpeMst OH ITBIIUTCS B
mkady! OOBIYHBIN, HUYEM He IIpUMeYaTeNTbHbIH apajl, 3aueM Tebe HapsKaThCs B TaKue OOPOTHe
Belu? — elie 00JIbIlle YTBEPAUBIIKUCH B CBOUX ITON03peHUAX, JIait TUH CHOBa AEPHYI 3a Kpai
OZIeK[BL.

— Ilyctu! 4 ckazan, nyctu! 3omoTeie HUTH! OHUM Xe celyac nopByTcs! [JlaBall MOTOBOPUM CIIOKOWHO,
He Haflo pBaTh Ha MHe ofexkay! — JIai YK9Hb OKOHYATENIbHO BhIIEN U3 cebs, cxBaTua JIsit TuHa 3a
3aMsicThe ¥ Haydan ¢ HUM 60poThesi. — JIak TuH, mocnyinai MeHs... Ox, JIa#t YxK3, TH MOYeMy 37eCh?

— Kaxk aro? JIait Uxk3 ceiiyac moiKeH OBITh HA 3aHATUSX, — JI9#1 THH UHCTUHKTUBHO 00EPHYIICS, HO,
YBU[EB [103aHY JIUIIb IIyCTOTY, ITIOHSAJI, YTO IIOMAJICH.

CrnermoM 3a 3TUM CO3HaHUE IIOIPY3WIOCH B 0ECKOHEUHYIO ThMY.

— ®yx, X0OpOIII0, YTO TKaHb IIPOYHAsI, WHa4e OBl TopBasachk, — JI9i YK3Hb He 00paTU BHUMaHUS Ha
nexairero 6e3 4yBCTB OpaTa, a IIEPBLHIM [IeJIOM IIPUHSJICS pa3TlaXkuBaTh CKIagKu Ha omexnae. OH
caM HaHecC yaap, I03TOMY IIpeKpacHO 3HaJl, YTo feyaeT. Kak BrIpyOaTh JI0fiel B TOIBOPOTHSIX, OH
COTHM pa3 BUOEJ B UCIIOTHEHUN OOHOU 0eT0BoIocoi 0coOkl. U X0TS caM Ipexkae He mMpoboBar,
BBIIIJIO TIOYTHU UAEATBHO.



Kto 611 MOT IMoAgyMaTh, 9YTO IIE€PBEIM ITOOOIIBITHEIM CTAHET pOI[HOIZ MJ'IaI[I.T.II/Iﬁ 6paT.

PasrmaauB nocnenHiow0 CKIagKy, OH B3rJIAHYI Ha JIau TuHa.

— CTpa}Ka, OTHECHUTE HpI/IHI_Ia B ero moxkou. Korga o4HeTCsI — He 0ECIIOKOUTh.

Y6enumuch, uTo JIait TuH Kpenko crut, JIsi YK9Hb HAKOHEI] YCIIOKOUJICS, Pa3BepHYJICS U
HETePIeMBO HAMPaBUJICA K IPUTOTOBIIEHHOMY JTUYHOMY KOpaobio.

IBoe CTpaXHUKOB, CTOSIBIINX PSAOM, IIEPETISHYINCh. HUKOMY He XOTEeI0Ch BO3UTLCS C 3TOM 00y30H.

— Tw1 Gepu 3a mieyy, s 3a HOTU. He MHe Ke 0OJHOMY 3TO [iefaTh.

— [Touemy 370 5 3a nmeun? Hecnpasennugo!

— Torga maBait Mo-CTapoMy: S CJieBa, THI CIIpaBa.

— Wpnu K yepty, caM TH Gaba!

— Ax tak? [Toxoxke, MHe IPUHETCS IPenofaTh Te0e YPOK, UTO 3HAUUT ObITh HACTOSAIIAM MYKHAKOM!

— IIaBaii, KTO KOro!

JIati Yk9Hb He oOpalljajl BHUMaHKS Ha IIyM 3a CIKHOM, OH HEPBHO YCEJICS Ha CBOE IIPUBLIYHOE
MeCTO. XOTs BHEIIIHEe OH Ka3aJiCs CIIOKOMHEIM, ero IOCTOSTHHO IOJepruBarollascs IpaBas Hora
BBIJJaBajla BOJIHEHUE.

— B kako# pa3 oHa mosBunach nepeno MHoM? Bo BTopou? Unu B Tpetuii? B moboM ciydae, He B
nepBHIi. MoXKeT, MHE BCe BpeMs iepXkKaTh IBePb OTKPHITON? HeT-HeT-HeT, OHa CIXIIKOM yMHA, OHa
TOYHO fgorafgaeTcs. [IyCcTs Bce UAeT CBOMM 4YepeaoM, CBOMM depenoM. [lau mogymarts... KaxeTcs, g
OCTaHaBNUBaICAd B 30He 30mony4yHoro I1oToka, mOTOM y 3HaTH, a 3aTeM y Hapopa. CHaydasna... HauHy
co 3HaTu. Kxm, orpaBnsiemcsi. — JIa# YK9HE mpoIrenTan 3To cebe o HOC, BCIOMHUB CBOH
IIPOIIJIbIE TIEPEMELeHNS, U OTHAJ IIPHUKa3 IUJIOTY.

— Cnymatoch, UMnepaTop I'poMa! — mony4yuB mprKas MO CBSI3HU, KAlIUTaH HEMEJIEHHO 3aIlyCTHII
IOBUTATEJIM, HayaB [BaMllaTUYACOBOM Iapaf.

Kopabnb mst mapamoB OBIT CKOpee AJIst BUAA, B HEM He OBIJI0 HUKAKOM adpOIUHAMUKYN — dTaKui
POCKOIIHEIN MUHUATIOPHBIM 3aMOK. YTOOH ITPEIOTBPATUTh MOKYIIEHUs, TOKou JIat YKaHS
HaXOOUJIUCh B CaMOM BepXHEU, N30JIMPOBAaHHOM YaCTH CyAHa.



KomHaTa Oblyta HeOOBINOM, KaK CTaHAAapTHas KaloTa, U UMeJla BCEro OOHY aBepk. JIt000M, KTO XOTe
ObI TPOOPATLCS BHYTPh, MOT IIPOMTH TOJIBKO Yepe3 Hee.

A nockonbKy JIa#t UK3Hb OBIJT CUITbHEHUIIMM BOMHOM Ha 3TOM IIJIaHEeTe W OMHUM M3 JIYIINX BO BCEH
BCEJIEHHOMU, OH He BepuJI, YTO HalAeTCSA TaKOU UANOT, KOTOPHIM PUCKHET IPOHUKHYThH K HEMY B CTOJIb
HEBBITOOHBIX YCIIOBUSIX.

[Tapap Hayasncs. B KaXkOgoM MyHKTe Ha3HaueHUs OH JIMYHO OTKPBIBAJ IBEPh U BEIXOAUII K HAPOAY,
CTOSI 3a MEepPUIIaMU.

CorjacHO BOCTIOMHUHAHUSM, KJII0Y€BOM MOMEHT OblT 6/1130K, 1 JI9#t YK9Hb He MOT He HEPBHUYATb.
OnHakKo OH CTapajiCsl COXPaHSATh HEBO3MYTHUMOCTh, TOTOBSICH K CJIEAYIOIIEMY BHIXOAY K JIFOMISIM.

A cHapyxu.

OpeTas Bo Bce yepHOe Xa fHb 3aTSHYJa CTPAXOBOUHBIN TPOC ¥ IIOCMOTPENa Ha MPUOIUKaOUUNCS
Kopalb, CKHMMas B PyKe IIPO3payHbId KPUCTANIMYECKUI 0CKOJIOK.

Osna ¢ cuoii cxaJja ero, ¥ IpegMeT, II0X0XKUHM Ha TOHKOe CTEKJI0, PacChIancs. ApKuil CBeT XJIbIHYII
U3 ee JIafOHU, OKYTHIBasl BCE TEJO.

Ona cama, ee ofexaa 1 TPOC CJIOBHO CTAaJInu HEBUIUMBIMUA — 6y,'[[TO HeBUOUMaS PyKa CTepPIia ee u3
PearTbHOCTH JIaCTUKOM.

B Tenu pas3macsi CKpUIl apMaTyphl, BAeTaHHOM B CTEHY, 3aTeM [OCKU I10JIa IIPUIIOTHSINCE, ¥ Ha
3eMJIe CTaJIM IOSIBISITHCS CIIETEHL.

Korpa JIait YK9Hb IOKA3aJICs epef TOJIIIOM, pa3faics CBUCT, apMaTypa pe3ko aehopMupoBaiach, a
3aTeM CIPYXKUHUIa 00paTHO. B TeMHOM yTly CHOBA BOIIApPHJIaCh THIITHHA.

HpOCTOﬂB CHApPyXKu TakK OOJITO, JIat YK9Hb HaKOHEIl BEPHYJICA B CBOU IIOKOU U B HOJ'Iy3&6BITBI/I
OIIYCTHJICA Ha OWBAH.

— OcrTarcs nocnefgHu# panoH... — O0OPMOTAl OH, IIEITasiCh BCIIOMHUTH, HE OIIKUOCS JIM OH B pacueTax.

— CKOpO Bce 3aKOHYHUTCS, Heyxkenu MmmnepaTop ['poma He paf? — MPUSTHHIM T'OJI0C JOHECCS MPSMO
13 BO3MyXa.

9TOT ronoc, o KoTopoM JIsi UK3Hb MedTasl KaXayl0 MUHYTY, BHOBb [IPO3By4all y HETO B YIIAX,
CJIOBHO B CKa3Ke.



— TaI... — JIa#1 YK9Hb XOTEJI YTO-TO CKa3aTh IIyCTOTe, HO He yCIIeJI JaXXe N3MEHUTh BhIpaXKEeHNne
nuiia. Bcenoroiaroias COHIUBOCTh MTHOBEHHO HaKpPHIJIa €T0 C TOJIOBOM.

— Kpucransaas neiib. — CTOJNIb 3HAaKOMBIi 3anax... JIsi YK9Hb, KOTOPOT'0 3Ta IITyKa IOABOAUIIA
feccuyeTHOE KOIMYECTBO Pa3, Cpa3y IOHSI: Iepel HUM UMEHHO Ta, KOT0 OH HMCKall.

Ero Oynymas xxeHa — Xait f1Hb.
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