Ysup CroiBoH OYKBaIbHO OPBI3Tal SIOM, a eT0 B3TJISA[, YCTPeMIeHHbH Ha JIuab My, OBIT ITOJIOH
TAKOW HEHABUCTHU ¥ OPE3TIMBOCTH, CIIOBHO IIepe[l HUM CTOsila caMasi Ipe3peHHast IIoxa.

JIuap My B fiyllle yCMeXxHYJICS, HO Ha ulle n300pas3us nonHoe HegoyMeHue. OH 1mo6enHesn, 1 ero
dburypa, Ka3anaoch, BOT-BOT PyXHET Ha IIOJ:

— Orery, 4... 1 3TOTO He Oefana. Kak s morna cobma3HuTh MyKa cO6CTBEHHOM cecTphl? Buepa Llu-BaH
IIPOCTO OKa3all MHe NTI00e3HOCTh, U S MpHUTJIacuia ero Ha 00en, 4ToOw 0TOIarogapuTh. Mu
Pa3roBOPHUIIKUCH, IOTOMY YTO HAIIIX OOIMEe TEMHI, HO He OBIJIO HUUEro mpenocyguTenbHoro. OTet,
KaK BBl MOXKETe TaK KJIeBeTaTh Ha MEeHd...

— He 6n110? THI y2Ke Gpocunach eMy Ha IIeto, He YCIIeB CAelaTh HUUero MpefoCyaUTeNIbHOr0, U ellle
cMeelb ompaBabiBaThCsI! — Ysnb CIOMBIH, Ka3aa0Ch, 3a[IbIXAJICS OT SIPOCTH, €r0 TPYIb TSIXKEeJ0
B3[IBIMAJIaCh.

Hy Cr0310Hb MOCIIENTHO ITOO0IINA K HeMY U IIPUHAJIACH IIOTTIa2KKUBATh 110 CIIMHE, MATKO ITPUTOBApPHBaAd:

— Hy monHo BaMm, rocrionus, 6eperute cebsi, He THeBaUTech Tak. FOUIIMH IIPOCTO IO MOJIOIOCTH JIET
He TofyMaJia, IeBYOHKHU Beflb BCe JTI0OST TaKUX CTATHHIX KpacaBlleB, Kak [lu-BaH. Ecnu 0wl FOUTHH He
Oplza C HUM ITIOMOJIBJIEHA, TO C TaKo¥ KpacoTol HOuuuH u mpaBma Owina Ov mocToMHa [Iu-BaHa.

Ycnpimas 310, YsHb CI0MBIH BCIBIXHYJI C HOBOU CUJIOU U PSIBKHYII:

— [TosBats croma mropen! [IpuHecTu ceMerHBIN XKe3J1! Onupasich Ha CBOX CMa3/IMBYI0 MOPAAIIKY, OHA
IIocMeJia MOCATHYTh Ha XKeHuxa CoOOCTBEHHOM cecTphl! Y MeHsT He MoXKeT OBITh TaKOM PacIyTHOM
gouepu!

Crossiuiasg psgoM Ysub FOUTHH, CIIOBHO IIOAIMBAasg Maciia B OTOHb, CO Cjle3aMU Ha riia3ax
B3MOJINJIACh:

— Orer, momaguTe CeCTpPy, 1 He BUHIO eé. DTo BCE MOsI BUHA, S yoeidiaa e}l CIIMIIKOM MaJjio
BHMMAaHUS, HHa4Ye OHa He Imomaa Ok Ha TaKoe M3-3a PEBHOCTH. Ecnu xoTUTE KOTr0-TO HaKa3arTh...
HaKaXHWTe€ MEHM... — 3aKOH4YHUJIa OHA4, OMyCTHUB I'OJIOBY U 3apPhIfgaB, XOTsA Ha I'Y68.X eeé HUrpaja
3JI0pagHasg yCMeEIKa.

Ysup CroMB3H ApoxKasl OT THeBa:

— Cnwimmumub? TBoSI cecTpa IPOCHUT 3a Tebs, a TH? UTo TH Hagesnana? Ecnu g ceronHs He IPOy4dy
Te0s1 KaK CJIelyeT, TO OMI030PI0 MaMsATh HALIUX IIPEfKOB! — C 3TUMU CJIOBaMHU OH 3aMaXHYJICS IaIKOM
Ha JIluap My.

B 9TOT MOMEHT OT [iBepeii JOHeCC s BIACTHEIM I0JI0C:

— OcTranoBUTECH!

YcnbimaB 3TOT OKpUK, JIuab My 061erdyeHHO BHIIOXHYI. OH YK OBLIO IIOAYyMaJ, YTO ¥ IIpaBfa



0rpe6eT, HO ITIOMOIIIE ITOJOCIIEJIa BOBPEMA.

Bormenmmumit 0671aman yTOHUEHHON BHEITHOCTHIO, OH OBIIT 0f1eT B OeJI0CHEXKHEIE OJI€K/IbI, HO €T0 JIUIIO,
00OBIYHO 03apeHHOoe yIBIOKOM, ceriyac moMpayuHeso. [lo3agu Hero cienoBal I0HOIIA ¢ JTUIOM pebeHKa.

YBupes JIuHb My, KOTOpBIfI CUOell Ha II0JIy B 2KaJIKOM BH€E, FOHOIIIa 6pOCI/IJ'IC${ K HEMY, TIOJTHBIA
TPEeBOT'H U I'HeBa:

— Cectpuria, TH B mopsigke? Kak oHu nmocmesnu tebs o0umets! f oTomimy 3a Tebs!

— Bcé xoporro, He BONHY#CsS, — oTBeTUI JInHb My, CTapasiCh TOBOPUTH JIETKO, XOTS BHITTISIAEI OH
COBCEM HEBAXKHO: T'YCTHEIE BOJIOCH PaCTPeMNanuch, Muuo 61eqHoe, Ha 10y ¥ LeKaX 3areKInascs KPoBb,
omexXa B IMSITHAX, a Ha OeJTbIX HEeXKHBIX PYKAaX — CCAgUHBI, U3 KOTOPBIX MECTAMH IIPOCTYIajia KPOBb.
Cpa3sy 6bIJI0 BUAHO, YTO €ro TOIbKO YTO UCTSI3aNH.

L13un K0aHb ¢ MpayHBIM BUIOM 00PaTUIICS K MYXKUUHE:

— T'ocriogus Ysnb, He coGIAroBOIUTE JIU Bh O0BSICHUTH MHE, YTO 3[I€Ch ITPOUCXOTUT?

Tpoe MpHUCYTCTBYIOIIKUX B KOMHATE OMOMHMIINACEH U IIOCIIEIIHO ONYCTUIKCH Ha KoneHu. YsHb CIOHBIH B
CMSTEHUH ITPOOOPMOTAI:

— Mosd moyub COBepILIXUIa IIPOCTYIIOK, { JIMIIb PEINNUITI HEMHOTO eeé BPA3yMHUTh.

— W B yeM Xe NpoBUHHUIIACH Tocmoxka FOiinuH, 4To moTpeboBanoch TaKoe CypoBOe HaKa3aHUe? —
L13un K0anb 06Ben B3rIsIg0M IPUCYTCTBYIOIINX, U, KOT{Ia €ero B3op yman Ha Ysub KOUTHH, B HEM
OTYETJIUBO IIPOMEIbKHYJIO pa3odyapoBaHue. [Ipyrue MOTId 3TOr0 He 3aMeTUTh, HO OH, BXO[S B
KOMHATY, ITIPeKPacHO BUIEJ e€ HelaBHIOW YXMBUIKY. OH OB pa304apoBaH: OHa 0oibie He Oblyla TOH
YUCTOM ¥ HEBUHHOM J€BOYKOM, KOTOPYI0 OH moMHMI. Ciy4aiiHo 6pocuB B3 Ha JIunp My,
KOTOPOT0 yX&Ke noanepxkuBan LI3uH JlaHb, OH yBUAEN, KaK TOT C y/IBIOKOI yCIIOKauBaeT oHOIy. Ero
rna3a OBITM YMCTH, KaK POTHUK. BCIIOMHUB, KaK OHM BYepa Pa3rOBOPUIIKCE B pecTopane, 1I3un KOanb
HayvaJl COMHEBATHCS: HEYKEJH OH... OIIU0CS YeI0BEKOM?

Ysnp CIoMBIH, He Befas 0 MBICIISIX KHS35, IMXOPaI0YHO IoaOupal CIoBa:

— IIpoury npoienus, Barre BricouecTBo, MOs [0Yb BYepa 0CKOpOHMIa Bac. Brl mposiBumu
BEJIMKOyIIe ¥ He CTa/lX €€ BUHUTE, 5 XKe, Oyay4du riy00Ko MPU3HATENbHBIM, Pl caM HEMHOT0
€€ TIPOyYUTE.

— IIpoyuuTts 3a MeHs? — 1[3uH K0aHb npUILYpUICS, B €T0 B3TJIsAAe MeJIbKHYJa 0macHoCcTb. — C 4ero
OBl 9TO MHe 3HaTh, YEM OHa MOTJIa MEeHS OCKOPOUTE?

— 970... — co nba Ysus CroiiBoHa IpafioM OKATUICS IIOT. — 4 yCIbIa, 4To OHa cobIa3Hsia Bac.
He Brimepxan ruesa u...



— Mt ¢ rocmioxo# FO#muH cpa3y Halum o0mui 936K, OHa Mo 01u3Kui apyr. C yero Obl el MeHs
co0ma3HATh? — TOH LI3uH FOaHs CMATYMIICS, OH MHOTO3HAYUTEIBHO moxJionan Yaub CloiBIHA 110
nneuy. — ['ocrogus YsHb, Oyoy4yu rocygapCTBEHHBIM YMHOBHUKOM, BEl HE [OJIXKHEL CJIENI0 NOBEPSTh
CIyXaM.

— [la, ma, s moHUMat, 61arogapio 3a HacTaBleHue, Bare BricouecTBo, — 3akuBajn Yaub CioliBaH. B
ero JyIlle 3apOguIuCh COMHEHUS: Bpsia mu Llu-BaH cTan Obl ero o6MaHbIBaTh. Heyxkenu OH U IpaBaa
noBepus HaroBopaM? OH B3TJITHYJI Ha CBOIO XKEeHY U JII00MMYI0 MITafIIyio Oo4Yb. JIUI0 Cynpyru OblI0
O71eIHBIM, CJIOBHO OHa Obl/Ia HamyraHa. A Miafasi 4o4b CMOTpesia Ha CTapIlyio C TaKou
HEHABUCTHIO, CJIOBHO B €€ Tila3ax Ol S, ¥ HYU CJiefla OT HeJaBHe! KPOTOCTH.

Cepaue Yaup CroiiBaHa €KHYI0. OH CHOBa IIOCMOTpEII Ha CTapIIyio 404Yb, Ha KOTOPYIO HUKOTAa
npexne He oOpalan BHUMaHUs. HecMOTpPS Ha pacTpelnaHHLIN BUI, OHa HEe yTpaTUJia CBOETO
odapoBaHu4. [I04yBCTBOBaB B3IJISM, OHA IIOJHSJIA TOJIOBY U CJlerKa yIbIOHYIach €My, U B €€ SICHBIX
T'Jla3aX YUTAJIUCh JIUIIE IIOYTEHUE U NOYEPHAA m000Bb. YsHb CI0UB3H IMOYYBCTBOBAJI, KdK JIUIIO €T0
BCITBIXHYJIO, U TIOCIIEIIHO OTBEJ B3TJIsAA. XOTS OTBET OB y2Ke 04eBUEeH, MHOTOJIETHHE IPUBLIYKY U
IIPEMB3SITOCTh B3I BEPX — OH IIPOMO/IKajl 00MaHBIBaTh ce6st, HO CMOTPETD B 3TU YUCTHIE TJ1a3a
Gosblile He MOT.

— JToBomnbHO. [TyMaro, rociofnuH YsHb yKe cheall BEIBOALL. f MpUIlle JIUIlh HaBECTUTh CBOETO
HOBOTO OPyTa ¥ He 0XKUOAJ 3aCTaTh MOA00HYI0 KapTUHY. Pa3 Hegopa3dyMeHMe pa3peuIuiock, MHE
mmopa Bo3BparaTthCcs, — Li3un K0anb momonyuan u mobaBuin: — ['ocroxa KOULIKUH CUIIBHO ITOCTPadana,
rocronuH YsHb, HAUNUTE el JIeKaps, IIyCTh OCMOTPUT €€ Kak ClIefyer.

Bce otBecunu mokyoHs. JInae My 61arogapHo B3rasHyn Ha L3un KOaHs, TOT clerka KUBHYI,
TIOOXBATUII He XKeJarouero yxonuts L[3un JlaHs v HanpaBuics K Bexony. LI3un Jlanb Bcé
OTJISIOBIBAJICS M KpUYall:

— KT0 13 Bac nocmeer ele pa3 obumeThb ceCcTpuly, 4 C BaMHu pa311enar001;!

JIvap My HEBOJIBHO pacCMesJiCs, Ha Oylle CTajlo TeIIo.

Korga Jluas My moctaBuiu B ero ¢gurens, rocnoxa Croid yxkKe XKpaana y Bxoga. YBUIEB €T0, OHa
Opocunack HaBCTPeYy, a 3aMeTHUB XKaJIKUi BUJ, IIPOCIe3UIach ¥ IIOMOTJIa €My BOUTH B KOMHATY.

Ysub CI0MBIH OeMCTBATENBHO UCIONMHUI Haka3 L[3uH FOaHs u mpuUurnacui u3BeCTHOTO CTOIMYHOT O
nekaps. TOT IpoBepuI MyakC, CKa3asl, YTO OpraHu3M UCTOLIEH, IPONucal ieKapcTBa u obpaboTan
paHy Ha rojioBe. YX0fs, JieKaph JIUIIb Kayas F0JI0BOM, COKPYIIasiCh, YTO XKMU3Hb AOYEPEX B 3HATHBIX
oMax — CIJIOIIHAs MyKa.

F'ocnioxka Cro# Cco cre3aMu Ha I'/la3aX HaHOCHUJIa Ma3b Ha pyku JIuHb My. 3amMeTuB, 4TO OH C TPYZOM
CTyIlaeT, OHa 3aKaTuja IITaHWHBL U YBUEJa, YTO KOJIEHU PaCIyX/Iu U IOCHHENH, a Ha HOorax
B3[yJIUCh BOJIABIPU OT 0KOr0B. [laXke TaKasl BepHas MepapXuu KeHIIWHa, Kak rocrnoxa Croi, He
yIoepxaJsach OT kajno0 Ha HecIpaBe[JIMBOCTh TOCIIOMHA: KaK MOXKHO OBITh HACTOJIBKO IIPEB3SITHIM K
cobcTBeHHBIM fieTssM? OHa He CMOTJIa COepXkKaTh CJes.



Jluap My cxkKajl e€ pyKy, TUXO yTelllas U TOBOPSI, YTO BCE B IMOPSIAKe, YTOOH OHa He OECIIOKOUIIACh.

T'ocnozka Cro¥t BHITEpIIa CIe€3bl, aKKypaTHO 3aKOHYMIIA C JIeYeHNeM, TPUHeCTIa YUCTYIO OJeXay 1
TIOTIPOCHTIA ero OTHOoXHYTh. CaMa ke, 3a0paB rps3Hble BEIIY, BHIIIIA ¥, Halsd YKPOMHBIN YTOJIOK,
CHOBA pPa3phIanacs.

JInap My ¢ camoro yTpa OblJT Ha HOTaX, IIEPeXKU CTOJIbKO IMMOTPSCEHUH, II03TOMY, IT0YYBCTBOBAB
yCTaJIOCTh, BCKOPE 3a0bIJICS TSIKEIBIM CHOM.

)%k

'eHEpaIbCKUM OCOOHSIK.

['maBub# yrpasnsiomui Oy JIuuse, omymas rHeTyIyio atMochepy B KabuHETe, BHITED MOT CO 16a u
PELINIICS TOCTy4aTh.

— Boupgu, — cnycTs gonroe BpeMsi JOHECCS U3HYTPHU IOJ10C, IIOJIHBEIY [TO4AaBIE€HHOI0 THEBA.

@y JIunp, Oyoy4u IIaBHEIM YIIPABIISIOUUM, HEIJIOXO0 3HaJ reHepasa. [laxke KOTfa OfUH U3 ero
[OBEPEHHBIX JIUI] IIpefiasl ero, OH He BUEN ero B TaKou ApocTu. CeronHs OH, I0X0XKe, [ToIasl I0x
rOpAYYI0 PYKY, HO IIPHMKa3 U3 ABOPIA HE TepIlell 0TIaraTesbCTB.

Oy JIMHDL TIOYTUTEJIBHO CKJIOHUJICA:

— l'enepas, npuiesn ykas u3 ABOpLia, UMIIEPATOP BEI3LIBAET Bac.

OTBeTa He nocnenoBano. Py JIMHE OCTOPOKHO IIOHSA I'OJIOBY M YBUAEJ, YTO FeHepasl CKUMaeT B
pyKax KaKOU-TO IpegMeT, JIULO ero HeIIPOHULIaeMO, HO KOCTALIKY IIaJbl[eB Ha PyKax, leXkKallux Ha
CToJie, To0eseNy OT HanpsKeHus. [JaBieHre B KOMHaTe OBIJI0 HEBEIHOCUMBIM.

@y JIuHb CHOBa TUXO I103BAJl:

— T'enepan?

Yy Csio 6pocui Ha Hero B3TJIAM:

— 4 3Hamw0, yxoau.

— Cnymatoch, — @y JIMHb IOYTUTETHBHO OTCTYIIHII.

IIBeps 3akprinach. Uy Csi0 CHOBa yCTaBUIICS Ha JIMCTH OyMaru B CBOMX pyKax. Ero rHeB Obll mogo0eH
110Kapy, TOTOBOMY CXKe4Yb BCE BOKPYT.



Ecnu Obl 0H BYepa He AyMast 00 9TOM OeBYIIKe U He PeII pa3y3HaTh 0 Hel, OH OBl He y3HAaJ, YTO
OHa — IOHOIIIA, U He cTas Obl KomaTh TTy6ke. Heyxkemnu oH Tak U He y3Has Obl, Yepe3 UTo IPUILIIOCh
IIPOMTH YEJIOBEKY, KOTOPHIM 3amaj eMy B AyIly?

Ha, B mymy. C TOro caMoro MOMeHTa, KaK OH YBU[EJI 9Ty [EeBYILIKY B 3eJIeHOM B TOJIIE, OH HE MOT
BLIOPOCHUTH €€ M3 TOJIOBHL. Y3HaB, KTO OHA U I'fle XKUBET, OH He COepKaJiCsl ¥ IPHUIIEeNI, HO 3acTanl Ty
IIMKaHTHYIO ClIeHY. A y3HaB, YTO OHa — IOHOIIIa, OH JIUIIb ellle CUJIbHEE ITOTEPSITT KOHTPOIb Hafl
co6oii. Korma oH oco3Hasn cBou 4yBCcTBa, Uy Csio MOHS: OH mpomas. OH BiI0OUIICS B IOHOIIY,
IIePEOEeTOr0 JeBYLIKOMU.

Ho 4uTto oH yBumen Temneps? MaTh nory0ieHa Mauyexou, OTell CYUTAET ero IPOKJIITHEM, BEIHYKIAEeT
HOCUTBD XKEHCKYI0 OfieKy, U3[eBaeTCs, CJIyI'M He CTaBAT B IPOLL, C AETCTBa 3allePT B KPOLIEYHOM
OBOPHKeE, JMHUIIIEH efbl ¥ OfeXbl... Kaxkablii pa3, Korjga OH BCIIOMKUHAJ, KaK XKaJIKO BHITIISIIEN IOHOIIIA,
Korpa ero obuxanu, Uy Csio X0TeJl pa3opBaTh 9TUX Jtofel Ha yacTu. OH Kopui cebs 3a To, 4YTO He
BCTPETHJI €r0 paHbllle, YTOOH! YKPHITh ITOJl CBOMM KPBIJIOM U 3aIlIUTUThL OT HEB3TOf.

3a OBEepbhI0 CHOBA IOCIIBILIANCS [OJI0C YIPaBIgoLIero, Toponsaiero ero. 4y Cso nogaBuil 3MOLIKH,
cxker OymMaru 4, HaKHHYB BEPXHIOI OfIeK[y, OTIIPABUIICS BO fiBopell. iMIepaTop yxKe He MOT XKaTk...

JIueb My cman o4eHb KPemKo ¥ IPOCHYJICS TOIBKO K Beuepy. Teso JTOMUIIO OT CTab0CTH, PaHBI
6orerny, a TOI0J HATIOMHUII, YTO OH HMYETO He eJl BeCh IeHb. BcTaTh He GBITIO CHJI, TPUIIIOCH JIeKaTh
U TEPIETh CIIa3MHl B XKeJyKe.

K cuacTslo, Bckope Bomwia rocroxa Cioi. YBUIeB, YTO OH IIPOCHYJICS, OHa IOCIEIIHO ITofaja eny.
[Toes, Jluab My IIOYyBCTBOBAJI, YTO 0XKUJI. M3-3a TOTO, UTO OH IIPOCIIAJ BECh JEHb, CHA HU B OOHOM
r71a3y He OBUIO, ¥ OH IOMPOCUTI TOCIoXKYy CIol MPHUHECTH KaKylo-HUOYIb KHUTY, YTOOBI TOYUTATE,
IIPUCJIOHUBIIKCH K U3TOJIOBBIO.

Korma Yy Csio BhIIIEN U3 OBOPIIA, VKe cTeMHeno. CKaya BEPXOM K 0COOHSIKY, OH BCIIOMHMII CJIOBa
uMIIepaTopa O MpefcTosineM 6pake. B gyine oH yCMeXHYJICS: ©UMIIePaToOP IIPOCTO HE MOT HAUTH Ha
HEeTO0 YIIPaBHl ¥ PEIINI PUBsA3aTh K ce0e uyepe3 O6pak. Heyxkenu oH, Uy Csi0, T03BOIUT COOOM
MaHUIIYJIXPOBaTh? BIpoueM... eciu ero HEBECTOM CTaHeT TOT YesloBeK, OH OymeT TONIbKO paf. YTo oH
ceriyac gemnaet? Cout nu?

C 9TO¥ MBICTIBIO OH CBEDHYJI B CTOPOHY OCOOHSIKa BOGHHOT'0 MIHHUCTPA.

CHOBa 0OKa3aBIINUCh B 3TOM [BOpUKe, Uy Cs0 ¢ youBIeHNEM OTMETHJI, HACKOJIbKO OH 00BeTIIal —
BYepa OH 3TOTO0 [jaxke He 3aMeTUJI. JIeTrKo mepeMaxHyB yepe3 CTEHY, OH IIPOIIeT BIeper U YBUIET,
YTO B KOMHATE ero BO3JII0OJIEHHOTO TOPUT CBET. 3HAUUT, He cnuT. OQHUM IPHIKKOM OH OKa3aJscs Ha
KPHILIIE ¥, OCTOPOXKHO MIPUIIOJHSB YePENully, 3aryisiHyJ BHYTPb.

B koMHaTe OBIIO TEMHO, JIWIIE ¥ KPOBATH ropejia cBeva. Ero 10HoOIIa CUmes, MPUCIOHUBIINCH K
CIIMHKE KPOBaTH, 1 uuTajl. CBeT cBeuHu mpoxKas, O6emnast moBsidka Ha JI0y Oblla 0COOEHHO 3aMETHA, a
PYKH, IepKaBIlre KHUTY, ObUTH OKPHITH paHaMmu. Ceppate Uy Cso MPOMyCTUIIO YOap, CMEHUBIIKUCH
0e3rpaHUYHOM TPEBOTOM U SIPOCTHI0. FOHOIIA paHeH, ero CHOBa 00umey, Koraa oH He Bumen! CUIbHO



JIX OH TIOCTpafan? JTU JIIOOU... BCe, KTO IPUYUHUI eMy 00J1b, HOJIKHEI YMePETh!

[Toxoxe, mopa fmaTh uMIepaTopy oTBeT. OH 3abepeT CBOEro 0HOIIY K cebe 1 00eCIeyuT eMy KU3Hb B
6e301acHOCTH.

91y Houb Uy Csi0 IpoCcupen Ha KpHIIle, JoXKAancs, moka JIuas My ycHeT, TuX0 npobpascs B KOMHATY,
TIIOIIPABUJI OfESJIO U C HE3KHOCTBIO KOCHYJICS NOBSI3KU Ha ero n0y. OH Impocugesn y KpoBaTy BCIO HOUb
U yIIeJl JIUIIb [lepef] PpaCCBETOM.

Jluas My BYepa mmepecrat, I03TOMy IPOCHYJICS paHblle 06EYHOT0. B momympemMe eMy OKa3aiocs,
YTO OH BU[IEJT 3HAKOMBIH CHUIY3T, HO, OKOHYATEIbHO IIPOCHYBILUCH, TOHSJI, YTO OH oguH. OgHAKO,
KOCHYBIIUCH KPasi KDOBATH, OH IIOYYBCTBOBAJI, UTO TaM ellle COXPAHHUIIOCH TEILO. ..
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Tpu OHS CIyCTS IMpHUINEN YKa3 U3 JBOPIa: UMIIepaTop JapoBast Opak renepany Uy Csio u cTapiiein
noyepu BoeHHOTo MuHHUCTPa Yanb FOuuH. CBagb0a yepes MecsIl.

KuTenu CTOMUITLI BOCXUINAIUCh YOauel JoYepyu MUHKUCTPA: MIadllas TIoMOoIBjIeHa ¢ Llu-BaHoM, a
CcTapllasi CTaHET XKeHOU reHepara.

[MonyuuBs yka3, Jluap My Obin B oTyasgHuu. Kak 0H, MyK4uHa, BHfeT 3aMyxk! Kakas Myxa yKycuna
UMIIepaTopa, YTO OH PEIINII BEAATE ero 3a 3Toro Yy Cs0? X0Ts TOT IIPOU3BET HEIJIOX0e
BIleYaT/IeHNe, OH Be[b PELINI XPaHUTh BEPHOCTh CBOEMY JTI00uUMoMy! A ecyu 1ociie cBagbOb!
00HApPYKHUTCS, YTO OH Myk4rHA? UTO, ec/u reHepast B THeBe yObeT ero? OT OgHOM MBICIH 00 3TOM
CTaHOBUJIOCH He 110 cebe. K ToMy XKe, TOBODPST, UTO U3-3a TOTO, YTO OH CTapllasl CecTpa, OH [OJIKEH
BEIUTH 3aMyX paHbllle MJIaflle, I03TOMYy BpeMeHH TaK MaJlo. A IIpo reHepasa XOOAT CIIYXH, YTO OH
yeJI0BEeK XKEeCTOKUU. YcIeeT U OH cOexXaTh?

JIvap My ¢ KaMeHHBIM JIUIIOM BEPHYJICS B CBOHM (DJIMTeIIb IO B3TJISIAaMH, TIOJTHEIMU YIUBIICHMUS,
3aBUCTH U 370pafcTBa. M TyT 0OHAPYKHUJI, UTO €ro IjiaH mobera MpoBanuiCcs, JaXKe He HavyaBIIUCh.
[To croBaM MpeaBOOUTENS OTPSA, FeHepast MPUCIal UX s 3allUTh Oyayuien KeHbl, YTOOb HUKTO
He cMeJI e€ 00ugeTh.

['nsaga Ha Lesyo apMU0 OXPaHHUKOB Y CBOEro ABopa, JIuHe My He 3HaJI, 4TO ¥ CKa3aTh. 3a4YeM eMy
CTOJIHKO 3aIIUTHUKOB? [la OHU XK€ IIPOCTO CTEPETYT ero, uToOnl OH He cbexkan! Ero cuMmaTus K
3TOMY MYyXK4YWHE MTHOBEHHO yJIeTy4uIach.

Ha camowm mene, Uy Cso Obln HeclipaBeaauBo 00BuHEH. OH XOTeJI OTIIPABUTD JIUIIH ITapy TaWHBIX
CTPaxKHUKOB, HO TJIaBHbIM YIIPABIISIONINI II0COBETOBAI BEICTAaBUTh HAIOKa3 1M0O0IbIIIe JTt0fei, YTOOh
BCe 3HaJI¥, KaK reHepas LeHuT CcBoio HeBecTy. Uy Csi0 c4yesl 3TO pa3yMHBEIM U OTIIPaBUII CBOUX
JY4IINX JIIOfiel, He TOf03peBas, 4To 3T0 OyHeT BRITIALETh KaK HaA30p.



Bech crmemyromuii Mecsit] cBageOHbIMU JeflaMi 3aHUMAaJIuCh Opyrue, a JInHb My KuJT B CBOe
YIOBOJIbCTBUE, €T0 HUKTO He Oecrmokousi. OH NHIb BCE GOJIbIIE 3alaBasiCs BOITPOCOM O CTPAHHBIX
COORITHSIX, IPOUCXOISIIUX [0 HOYaM B €T0 KOMHATe, ¥ COBCEM 3a0pPOCHI CBOX 3alaHMSI.

Hacrtan mens cBapbOsl. JIuHbe My ellle He yCIiesn IPOCHYThLCS, Kak rocrnoxa Cioil TofHsa ero u
pUHSAIach HapsixkaTh. OHa MepexuBaa, 4YTO €ro TailHa PaCKpPOeTCs, HO HU4YeM He MOrJjla IIOMOYb,
JIUIITh MOJIUTIACh, YTOOBI TeHepas 0Ka3aJiCs BeTHKOMYIITHBIM.

O6mavymBIIKCH B KpacHOe cBafieOHOe miaThe, JIunb My cumen nepen 3epKajioM, O3B0 CIyKaHKaM
BO3UTHCS CO CBOEH TroyoBoi. Korga ogHa u3 HuX coOpanach HaJOXKUTh MyAPY, OH YBEPHYICS U
YUXHYII:

— XBaTHUT, He HAJO KPACHUTh JINIIO, TAK COMIET.

CnyxkaHKa He CcllaBajiack, HO, T/ HA €er0 YTOHYEHHOe JINII0, He 3HaJa, C Yero HayaTk, II09TOMY
JIUIIH CJIeTKa IoJKpacuiia eMy T'yOHL.

CHapyxu IIpOKpUYaIy, 4YTo BpeMs BHILIO. ['ocioxka CroH, BEITUPas Clle3bl, JaBajla HaCTaBJIeHUs U
HakKphlla ero royosy (aroii. JIuHs My nOrpy3uics B TEMHOTY U 3aHEPBHUYAII.

T'ocnoxka Croli IoBejIa ero K BEIXOAy, HO y CAaMOT0 ITOpora MOCBIIIaNCcS myM U Kpuku. OH yCbIIIan
VCIIyTaHHBIN T'0JI0C Tocnoxu Croi:
— I'enepan!

3aTeM OH IIOYYBCTBOBAJI, KaK KTO-TO ITIOAXBATUJI €TI0 IIOA TAaJIKMIO Y ITIOOHAJI Ha PYKH. JIuHb My
HCIIyraJiICd U MalllMHAJIbHO 00BUIT PyKaMu HI€I0 MYXKYKWHEI. B 5TOT MOMEHT OH YyCIIBIIIAT HU3KUU CMEX.

Cnyru Kpr4aJjy, YTO 9TO HApylIaeT Bce MPUINYHs, HO MyK4YKMHA He o0paliaa Ha HUX BHUMAHWS,
yBepeHHo Iraras Bruepen. OH HAaKJIOHUIICS ¥ IIPOIIEITal eMy Ha yXO:

— He Ooics.

B sTor mur cepptie JInHb My GellleHO 3aKOJIOTUIIOCE, a TEIlJI0, UCXOASIee OT MyKYHUHBI, CJIOBHO
pasnuiock mo BceMy Teny. OH MOCIEIIHO CTal yMaTh O CBOeM JIIo0MMOM, YTOOHI ITOIaBUTh 3TO
CTPaHHOE YyBCTBO.

[To ob6rIvyato HeBeCTa OIKHA OblJIa IOMPOIIATHCS C POOUTEIIMHU, HO MyKUYKMHa TPOUTHOPUPOBA
MUHHCTPA ¥ ero XKeHy, KOTOphIe X/a/li IONHOLIEHNH, U, He NOXUasCh IajlaHKKWHA, ITocaaul JIuHb
My Ha KOHS ¥ yBe3 B reHepalbCKUU 0COOHSIK.

Jlueb My, peacTaBisis peakiyio OTIa ¥ MayeXxu, HEBOJIBHO PACCMESITICSI, YTO BEI3BAJIO YIILIOKY Y
MYyKUKHEL.



B ocobHsiKe Havasncs o0psif mokyIoHoB. Pogutenu Yy Csi0 maBHO CKOHYAIUCh, OCTAJICS TOIBKO JEf,
KOTOPHIM U 3aHSAJ T0YeTHOe MeCTo. JIuHb My, CKDPHITHEIY IO (paTol, HUYETro He BUAE], IUIIb
cnenoBai 3a 4y Cso. Bech poriecc mpolen Kak B TyMaHe, U JIUIIb KOT'la er0 3aBeJly B CIIaJIbHIO, OH
OCO3HAaJl: OH AeNCTBUTENILHO BhIIIeN 3aMyxk! OH u3MeHuUn cBoeMy nmodumMomy! CubHOE YYBCTBO BUHBI
COABUJIO CEpALe, CTalo TPYAHO OHIIIATS.

Her, pa3 yx HU4Yero He U3MEHUTh, HY2KHO XOTSI OBl COXPAaHUTh YUCTOTY. Uy Cs10, HOMKHO OBITH,
MIOOUT XKEHIIUH, eC/IM Y3HAET, YTO OH MYXKYHMHA, TO He TPOHET eTo, BepHO? MoxkeT, Jaxe
BO3HEHABUAUT U BEITOHUT? JIuHb My IIpefaBajics pangyKHEIM MedTaM, He 3Has, XKOEeT JIA eT0
peanbHOCTh TOTO XKe.

)%k

Yy Csio ceromus OBIJT CYaCTIUB. 3@ ABAAIATE C IUIIHUM JIET OH HE UCIBITHIBAJI HUYETO MOI0OHOTO.
T'ocTH, KOTOpPHIE 0OBIYHO €r0 Mo0auBaIKCh, BUAS ero OJIarodyIIHoe HaCTPOeHUe, TO U Oejl0
TIOTHOCHUIIY KYOKHM, ¥ OH IIUJ BCE 0e3 UCKIoYeHus. [laxke ¢ ero GeHOMeHaIbHOM BRIIEPKKOM OH
3axMerie.

[TporynuBasich K CranbHe, OH U3[ajieKa YBUAEI KpacHbe GOHApH U UeporTudbl «CYacTbe». 3Has, YTO
BHYTPH €ro XKIeT YeJI0BeK, OH YCKOPHII IIar.

TonKHYB IBEPH, OH yBUAEN GUTYPY B KpAaCHOM, CUEBIYIO Ha Kpalo KpoBaTH. JIuiio mox ¢atoi ObII0
CKPBITO, HO TI0 TOMY, KaK CUJIbHO 4eJIOBEK CKMMaJl Kpas cBageOHOTo I1aThs, ObIIO SICHO, YTO OH
HEepPBHHUYAET.

Jluap My u npaBha HepBHUYan. OH yKe HaCTPOUJICS, HO, YCIIBIIIAB YBEPEHHBIE IIaru BOLIEALIEro,
cepale CHoBa 3abuinock yaige. CumyaT npubnuxkancs, JInHb My HeIIPOKM3BOIBHO CXKaJjl KyJlaKu. 3aTeM
II0Ka3aJjlach najio4yka, IpunonHsaBiias ¢haTy. BHe3anHb cBeT 3acTaBuil JIuHb My 3aKMypUThCS, a
OTKPBIB I'J1a3a, OH YBUAEI CTOSIIETr0 Ilepel HUM MyK4nHY.

MyzxuuHa ObIJT B KpaCHOM XajaTe, KOTOPHIY COBEPIIEHHO He ITOAXOOUI K ero CypoBoMy o0pasy, Ha
NHlle UTpasa MArKas ynbl0Ka, faxe Myraloliui IIpaM He Ka3aJcs CTpPallHEIM. Beck ero o6muk
U3/Iy4as c4acThbe, a B3rJIAL OB IIOJIOH BOCXUIIEHUS U 000kaHUSA. JInHS My 0oXBaTHla aHuKa: 1y
Csi0 Bcepre3 BmoOuics. Heyxenu, ecnu OH 0TKaxeTCs, ero Bo3bMyT cunou? HeT, Hafgo 4T0-TO
IIPUSYMaTh.

Yy Csio cMOTpesl Ha YeJioBeKa 1epeq co00#, KOTOPhIM poOKO IMOTHS B3TJISAM, @ 3aTeM CMYIIeHHO
omyctun ero. OH yCMeXHYJICS: CTeCHSeTCsA? B34B mBa KyOKa, OH MPOTSAHYJ OOUH U3 HUX. FOHOIIa
CMOTpeN Ha Hero ¢ HemoyMeHueM. Uy Cs0 mMO4yBCTBOBAJI, KaK CEPAIE APOTHYJIO OT TAKOM MUIIOTHI, a
BUJ HEXXHBIX IIEK, alel0lINX B CBETE CBEUEH, BEI3BA/ Y HETO XKakIy — XOTENIOCh YKyCUTh. C 3TOM
MBICJIBIO OH ME[IJIEHHO II0JIaJICs BIEepPes.

Jluap My, Bups mpubnuxkarolieecs rpydoe U0, oJancs Ha3ay U, He YIepKaBIINCh, OBbII IPUXKAT
MYXKYUHOM K KPOBATH.
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