E 1lu ¢ youBneHreM 00HAPYXKHUJI, YTO HA CTOJIe HET TeX U3BICKAHHBIX U MPUYYIIUBEIX OO0, K
KOTOPBLIM OH NPUBHIK. BCEro 4eTkIpe Tapenku U CyI — MpPOoCTast, He3aTelIuBast efa, CJI0BHO B JOMe
OOBIYHEIX JTIOfeN. ITa CKPOMHAs Tpalne3a HallOMHUJIA eMYy O IPYTOM MUpE... O €T0 HaCTOSIIeM JOMe.
C Tex Mop Kak OH IT0IaJs Clofa, BCE, YTO OH eI, BUAEJI ¥ UCII0Ih30Basl, OBIJIO MPONUTaHO 0e3yMHOM
pockoiibio. KoHTpacT Mex[y NpexXHel 1 HblHeIIHel KU3HbI0 OBbIJT IOUCTUHE OIIeIOMIISIONINM.

Takou qoMaltHe! efbl OH He BUAEN yKe AaBHO. [lomonyaB HeMHOTO, E 11 1o BHUMaTEIbHBIM
B3r/IsM0M UKyaH AHS HaKOHeII IoJI0XKuI cefe Kycouek KapeHoro 3eJIeHoro mnepiia. BKyc oka3ancs
HEOXUJAHHO MPUSITHHIM, KaK pa3 B ero npeanouytenusax, u E [lu omoO6puTenbHO KUBHYII.

Ou Hamun ce0e HEeCKOIbKO JI0KEK TOMATHOTO CyIIa C SUI[OM U MOCMOTpes Ha YxyaH AHs:

— Yro Takoe? Trl He Oymemnib?

YxkyaH fHB, CUIEBIINN HAIPOTHUB, MTOATEP I0AO00POI0OK PYKOHM 1 HAOII0HaN 3a CIIOKOMHBIM

BeIpaxkeHueM nuiia E [{u. B ronoBe mpoMenbKHYIM 00pa3kl ABYX XKEHIIUH, ¥ OH IIPOU3BEIT:

— [u, s momyuusn gBe J00OMBITHEIE HOBOCTH.

E Ly mpornoTun eny u KUBHYI:

— Kaxkue HOBOCTH?

— W JIacunb He OepeMeHHa MoUM pebeHKOM, — cKa3an YxkyaH AdHb.

E Ilu, KOTOpHIi Kak pa3 MUl CyI, IPUIOAHSI OpOBY, He COBCEM IIOHUMas, K 4YeMy KJIOHUT
cobecegHUK.

YxyaH fHB, caM 03agadeHHBIM cuTyanuen ¢ U JIacuHb, HaXMypHIICS:

— 4 oTmpaBu moAel MPOBECTH TalHOE pacciieloBaHue, U OHU 00HAPYKHUJIU KOe-4TO CTPAaHHOE U
3abaBHOE.

— Y10 nMeHHo?

— B npomnsie passl y Y JIacuHb IeNCTBUTENLHO OBITK MIPHU3HaKU 0€peMEeHHOCTH, ¥ TPOBEPKHU
nogTBepkOaau 3To! Ho... mo3xke, XOTsS y Hee He CIy4ajioCch HU BEIKU/IHIIIA, HU a00pTa, ee OpraHu3M
Havas HeoObsICHUMO crabeTh. A crensl pebeHKa MPOCTO UCYE3IH...

— CtpanHo, npaBaa? — YxkyaH AHb yIbIOHYICS, €T0 TOH 3BYy4aJsl JIETKOMEBICIIEHHO, CJIOBHO OH
cupamuBan E [y, He 3a6aBHO 11 3TO.



E v momosyar, IoAHAI rna3a Ha YXKyaH AHs, ¥ B €ro gylie IPOHECIOCH UL MOTYaHue.

O, 4epT, 9TOT MUp coiten ¢ yMa! [Ipyrue aionu BEICTABISAIOT HAllOKa3 CBOO JII000Bb, @ 9TOT MUP
IPUHYOUTENHHO 3aCTaBlgeT XKeHIMH 6epeMeHeTh U fgeflaTh abopTel! — YepHO-0embii Iapuk,
HEeBECTb KOr[a IPUIETEBUINY, VHBIIO IOKAUYUBAJICS ¥ Kpas CToJa. YCIIbIIIaB cjioBa YxkyaH AHd, OH
o1 B 1moke. [llapuk 6yKBaIbHO OCTOJIOEHE], C TPOXOTOM YAAPHUIICS O CTOJIEIIHUITY U, OTCKOYUB,
IIOKaTHUJICSA 110 TIOJY.

[TocKOMBKY TTIaBHBEIE TEPOHU B BETKaX C IJI0XO0M KOHIIOBKOM OBbIIM HACTOJILKO HeafleKBaTHBI, TOHAYaLy
KTO-TO €eIIle MBITAJICSI TPo00BaTh, HO MIOCTOSTHHBIE TTPOBAJTHI 3aJaHUl TPUBOIUIIMA BCeX X035€B U
Cucremsl B otdyasgHue. C Tex mmop Bce CucTeMsl, BCTpedas X0354€eB, Ipeaynpexkaany uxX 0 CI0KHOCTU
pa3IMYHbIX BETOK. BeTKa C IJI0X0M KOHIIOBKOM BCEerga 3aHMMalla IIepBOe MeCTO B CIIUCKE, U BCe
3Ha/IM: XOTS TaM MOKHO ITOJTy4YUTh MHOT'O OYKOB, BHIIIOTHUTD 3aflaHUe IPaKTUYeCK HEBO3MOXKHO!

HuKTO He MOT 3aBEpPIIUTL 3Ty BETKY, II03TOMY HUKTO HE XOTeJ ee BLHIOKMpATh, a U3-3a TOTO, YTO HUKTO
He BHIOMpAJ ee, HUKTO He XOTeJI C Hel CTaJKUBaThCs. [laxke eclid KTO-TO Mpo6oBas, TO C TPYIOM
KOmnu 0asiel, 4TOOb CMEHUTH 3aflaHue. OTOT 3aMKHYTHIN KPYT CAeslajl BETKY C IIJIOXOU KOHI[OBKOM
yeM-T0, 4ero Bce CructeMnl 1 X03sieBa cTapanuch u3berats. B 6a3e gaHHBX CucTeM MH(POPMAILUH 110
HUM OBIIO 00 oOumgHOTro Mano! Wnu, BepHee, He OBITIO BOBCe. EQMHCTBEHHBIM HUCKITIOYEeHHEM Oblna
MCTOPUS TOM KEHIIUHBI-X03591Ha, HO U TaM ObIJIX JIUIIL CKyAHBIE 3allMCH, He TIPUTOAHEBIE IS OIBITA.

TonbpKo Temneps YepHOo-0eIbli IIapUK MOHSII, YTO [AejI0 He TOJIbKO B YyIaKOBATHIX I'JIaBHBIX T'€POSX...
caMm 3TOT MUP OBIJT HEHOPMAJIbHEIM!

B gpyrux mupax, gaxe eciu TpeboBasoCh MPOOBUTATEH CIOXKET U MEIIATh APYTUM Pa30pBaTh MUPOBYIO
JIMHUIO, HUKTO He OITyCKaJCs [0 TaKOoTo... 10 TOTO, YTO 3aCTaBIATIO JIIONeN... fenaTh MogoOHbIe BEIlH.
910 mpocTo Ge3ymue!

9TO0 yXkacCHO, HEeYKeIu 3TO ¥ eCTh Ta JereHaapHas ¢pasa: He s omubaCch, a MUDP BOKPYT? —
6opmoTan CHCTEMHBIN IIaPHUK, KATAsICh II0 IOJTy B FOJIOBOKPYKEHHUH.

— llu! — HenmoBoIbHO OKIIUKHYI YXKyaH AHb, Bund, uTto E Ly ipogonkaeT paBHOOYIIHO KEeBaTh.

E lIu mopruymt:

— M-m?

— Lu, Y JIacunb He HOCUT Moero pebenka! f yuct mepen Toboi! — YxkyaH AHL CHOBa Cepbe3HO
IIPUHSAJICS OIIPaBABIBATHCH.

E Llu moMomnyan u KOHCTaTupoBas (HakT:

— CnoBo yucT Tebe He MogX0oauT. — I1oIpa3yMeBasoch: TH HEe YKCT.



Yxyan AHE:

— ... — OH nogaBuicd BO3AyxXoM. XOTS OH IMOHUMAJ, 4To Ly mpas, HO CNBIIIATh TaKOe MPSIMOoe
yKa3aHue... Heyxkenu oH HameKaeT Ha 4T0-T0? ['1a3a UYxkyaH fAHga 3aropenucs, oH cMoTpen Ha E Lu
Tak, OYOTO 3@ er0 CIIMHOM BUJISTT HEBUAMMEIN XBOCT, ¥ IPUHSJICA KIIACThCS: — LIy, 1o BCTpeuu ¢
T00O# 51 ObIT mpyruM. Ceiyac s 0010 TOIBKO Tebs!

E Ilu, 3aKycHB MMaj04KHy, IPOMOJTYas, He IIOHUMas, K YeMy OBIIM 3TH CTpaHHBIE CJIOBa. BIpoueM, 3To
He IIOMeIasio eMy CMEHUTh TEMY:

— ITomumo U JIacunb, Kakas BTOpas HOBOCThH?

He nmonmy4us otBeTa, YXyaH fAHb Ha CEKyHOy CHUK, HO TYT XK€ IIPUHSJI IIPEXXHUN BUI — B KOHLIE

KOHIIOB, IIPH [I0JITOM OOIIIEHUH ITaHCH elre 6yayT. OH BHIIPSIMUIICS, BCTIOMHUB 3allu(POBaHHbIM
(ain, KOTOPHIM BUAEI BYepa, ¥ ero JIUI0 CTal0 CepPhe3HbIM:

— Ilu, THI 3Haemp, KTo Takasd E XKycro3?

E Llu 3aAyMaJICd Ha MTHOBEHUE U KUBHYII:

— 3Hatw. E XKycio9 momxHa OBITH IIJIOOM HHTPUKKHA MOETO CTAPIIero s,

— Ilu, TeI 3HAN? — u3ymuicd Yxkyas AHs.

E Iy cTpaHHO B3I/IAHYI Ha HETO:
— Bremmnoctu E 2Kycio3 goctaTouHo, YTOO BCe MOHATh. A Cpefid POICTBEHHUKOB I10 OTIJOBCKOM
JIVHUYU TOJIPKO CEMbS CTApILIero OAOU IIOAXOMUT IO ONKUCaHUE.

— [ToueMy UMEHHO CTapILINy ASAS? — IOJTI000NBITCTBOBA YKyaH fAHb.

— Tpetuit gsaAs KUYUTCS YUCTOTOM CBOEH KPOBU, ¥ CEMbsI MaTePH ero BHeOpaUyHLIX meTel o01agaeT
oTIpenieIeHHHIM BiIusIHEEM. K TOMY ke, 0 Opyrux OeTsX CITyXoB He OblJI0. BeposiTHO, OH MPU3HAET UX
TOJIBKO B TOM CJTy4ae, ecjiu TI000BHUIA U3 3HATHOTO POAa X MOXKeT eMy 1moMo4b. OCTaIbHBIX K€ OH
IIPOCTO yCTpaHseT. UHBIMU ClI0BaMU, C TaKUM cTaTycoM, Kak y E 2Kycioas, ee 0wl yOpanu eliie fo0
poxmeHusd. Tak 4TO 9TOT BapHaHT OTHafaeT.

— A 4TO HaC4eT YEeTBEPTOTO OsAau?

— OH-TO, MOXKET, U He IIpruaaeT 3TOMY 3HAYEHHU, HO €ro 2KeHa O4Y€eHb JaxXKe IMPpruaaeT.

YxkyaH AHb mOoTEP I0I00POIOK:

— BoT Kak? 3Ha4uT, eciu TBOM cTapiiuil asas y3Haet, uyto E XKycios — ero BHeOpayHas [0Ub...



— Ona ymperT. 2KeHa OsOu MOXKEeT IT03BOJIUTh BHEOPAaYHOMY PeOeHKY KUTh B TEHH, HO HUKOTIa He
TIO3BOJTUT €My 3asIBUTHCSI Ha mOpor, — cka3ain E 1y, BcmoMuHast 61aropogHyIo KpacaBHIly, KOTOPYIO
BHUJIEJT JIUIIh OIHAXKIH.

— Torpa g ciokoeH, — ycMexHyscsa YxkyaH fAHb.

E Iy nomomnyas, a 3aTeM BOPYT CIIPOCUI:

— W uto TH cobupaerbces genath ¢ Y JIacuHb?

YxyaH fHb He 3afyMbIBasICd HU Ha CEKYHAY, B €r0 T0JI0BE MTHOBEHHO IIPOHECIIOCh HECKOJIBKO
MeIcel. JIro0as U3 HUX Ot OOBIYHOTr0 YesioBeKa Oblia OBl MydeHHeM. KTo IpOCun 3Ty XKeHIIUHY
6onrath neper Llu o cBoelt 6epeMeHHOCTH U 3aCTaBJISATh €T0 HECKOJIBKO JHEU JIoMaTh TOJIOBY Hap
TeM, KaK 00BSICHUTBCS U [0Ka3aTh CBOI0 YUCTOTY? Ho B TOT MOMEHT, KOTla OH XOTeJI OTBETUTh, OH
3aMeTu B rinas3ax E Iy nmerkoe oxxupgaHue.

Oxupanue? Yero xkmet Lu? B ronose YxkyaH AHg 3a3BeHEIM TPEBOKHBIE KOMOKOIbUMKU. OH
BCIIOMHUJI, YTO B focke W JIacuHb 3Ha4MIacCh OBIBIIEHN CITy>KAHKOM B €r0 JoMe, KOTopas II0TOM
TAMHCTBEHHBIM 00pa3oM ucuesna. HeMHOro mopa3mMuiciuBg, YxkyaH AHb moHsS: W JIaCHHB, TOMKHO
OBITH, Ta CaMas XKeHIMHa, Ha KOTOPYI0, KaK OH [yMaJl, I0JI0Ku ria3 L1, ¥ KOTOpyio OH caM Xe
TalHO BRITHAN... Heyxkenu [lu cHOBa K Hel IpucMOTpencsa?!

— 4 6onbiie He Oyny uMeTh fen ¢ Y JIacuHb, — HEBO3MYTUMO CKa3ajl UxkyaH fAHb, po cebs pemus
IIOCKOpee n30aBUTHCS OT 9TOM KEHIIHUHHI.

Tpu Mecsitia cycTs E [y HaKOHeIT TOTyYuI U3BeCTHE OT OTIA. TOT IIOCYUTAI, YTO CHIH JJOCTATOYHO
OTHOXHYJ, ¥ TIOPa BO3BPAIIATLCS K TPEHUPOBKAM, UTOOH Yepe3 rof] IPUHSATh PYKOBOACTBO
OpraHW3alyed U NerarbHEIM GU3HECOM.

3a 3TH TP Mecsilla, KOTOophble ObUIM HU KOPOTKAMHU, HU OIuHHBIME, E [y mony4un to, 4To xoTen. 1
JIacuns, 3Ta r1aBHas repoUHs, Uc4yesa U3 ropoga. Kyma "MeHHO — HEM3BECTHO, [ja ero 3TO U He
Kacasoch. ['maBHOe, 4TOOHI IrJ1aBHbBIE Tepou 60JIbllle He epecekanuch. O cyapbe BTOPOCTEIIEHHOT0
nepcoHaxa E 2Kycros oH He HaBOAUJI CIIPaBOK, HO Koe-4To ycibllan oT Lu'sp. Kak oH u oxupan, E
2Kycro3 kakuM-To 00pa30M, onmupasich Ha Opacier, momaja Ha I'Jla3a crapiiemy gsme. Ho, He
IIOJITOTOBUBIIKCDH, OHA IO TJIYIIOCTHU TIOMbITaNach MPU3HATh POACTBO, HE MOyMaB 00 OIIaCHOCTH.
®unan O6bl1 IpefcKa3yeM: OHa GecciegHo ucyesa.

A mI1apukK psimoM ¢ HUM BeJl ce0s KaK CyMacIleuInii, CJIOBHO OBbI/T OKOHYATENIbHO CJIOMJIEH, TIOCTOSTHHO
mpeOhrIBas B MPOCTPALIKH.

— O 6oxe, s He Bepio! X03s1H, BH XKe HU4Yero He mgenanu! ITouemy 3To cpaboTasno?!

— O Hebeca, Kak y0equTh X03sMHa CMEHUTh BETKY 3alaHus?



— lu-1Iu, omHa yoada He 0O3HA4YaeT, YTo Tak OymeT Bcerga! JlaBaiiTe mOTpPATUM IIOIyYEHHBIE B MTSTh
pas yBenuyeHHbIe 6alyibl ¥ CMEHUM BETKY!

— ... — [locrne HeCKONMbKUX 0€3yCIEITHEIX TONEITOK Bpa3yMuTh ero, E Ly nmpocto nepecran o6paiaTh
BHUMAaHNE Ha eXeIHEBHOE HHIThe YepHO-0esI0ro IapukKa.

— Momnopoii rocoguH, — K HeMy nofoia lu'sp. Ha Helt ObII0 IaThe-IIUIIA0 C Y30POM II0f CHHEe-
Oemnsrit papdop, a MakusK Obn terkuM. OHA BHTJIAAENA 9JIETAHTHO ¥ YTOHYEHHO. E 1y HpaBuics
3TOT 00pa3 Kyna 00Jbllle, 4eM ee IpeKHUM BhI3biBaoumi Bu. OH paccnabui OpoBYU U KUBHYJI B 3HAK
IIPUBETCTBUS.

B3arnsapg E [y Obln IpUKOBaH K Hel, 1 YxkyaH f1Hb, HEOOBOIbHEIA 9TUM, 3aCJIOHUI cobou Lu'ap.

E Llu crmerka KocHYIICs n10a:

— YTO THI fenaenn?

— YT0 B 9TOM XKEHIIMHE TAaKOT0 0CO6eHHOT0? — YxkyaH AHb QBEIPKHYI U, HE 3a00TSCh O TOM, YTO OHA
CTOUT PSIOM, IIPUHSIICS KPUTUKOBaTh: — Hoc 600, riia3a MajieHbKKe, T'YOBI TOJICTHIE, BOJIOCH
cyxue, KakK conoma! Hap ronoBou Ty4u, cpa3y BUOHO — HeyfgauyHula! Elfe u BepTUT rinasamu,
3aBrekas MmyxuuH! Cpa3dy BUAHO, HE U3 OPSIOOYHOU ceMbu!

Llu'sp, cTosBINas Hemopaneky, obagana OTIMYHEIM CJTYXOM U YCIIbIIaa KaXyoe CI0B0. YTOJIKY ee
ry0 mepHynuch. Cuutasi ce6s1 HecpaBHEHHOM KpacaBullel, oHa Oblyia B IPOCTH — THEB OYKBaIbHO
cxkuran ee usHytpu! OHa C CHJION BIIMJIAaCh OCTPHIMU HOTTSIMU, Ha KOTOPHIX ObLI HAPUCOBAH TOT XK€
baphopoBEIl Y30p, YTO U Ha MaThe, B TagoHu. OHa TBepauia cebe: 3TOT YeJIOBEK — JIMYHOCTD, C
KOTOPOM JTy4llle He CBSI3BIBAThCS, JIyYIlle HE CBSI3bIBATLCS, JIYYIIE He CBSI3HIBATHCH... HO KaK XKe
X04YeTCs ero yoapuTh!

E Iy uckoca B3rJISHYJI Ha OIYCTUBILYIO r'OJI0BY LI¥'ap, c2KUMaIOIy10 KyJlaKy, U ITIOCMOTpell Ha YXyaH
Aus:

— ...Pa3Be x0poI110 Tak roBOpuTh 0 AeByIiKe? TeM 6omnee npu Hel. XoTs Llu'ap melicTBUTENBHO He U3
IIOPSIHOYHOM CeMbH, HO OHA He HaCTOIbKO y2KaCHa, YTOOEl MCTUTh BCEMY MUDY.

— Lu'sp, ungu, g ckopo 0yxay, — ckasan E 1u.

Crossimas pspoM Lu'sp oTBeTHIIA HEXKHBEIM TOJI0COM, HO Tepef yxomoM 6pocuiia Ha UxyaH AHs
CBUPEMBIY B3I, 3aTeM, [T0/THas THEBa, 3all0Kana KabykaMy B CTOPOHY YaCTHOTO caMoJieTa.
[TomoxauTe, €CNIU OSIBUTCS 3aflaHue Ha yOMNCTBO 9TOTO THUIIA, OHA BO3bBMETCS 3a HEro 3a 0ecIieHoK!

Kaxk Tonbko Llu'ap yuina, YkKyaH fAHb, TOIBKO YTO HAaCMEXaBUINKCS Ha Hell, MTHOBEHHO CMEHUJI
BeIpaxkeHue nuia. OH 6bicTpo cxBaTun E 1u 3a pyku:

— u, TeI IpaBAa ye3xkaels?



— ...Ia.

— Torgma THI...

— Yt0? — E Ilu nocMOTpes IpsIMO B UepHEIe I'Ta3a YxkyaH AHs.

— Huuero... — Yxyan fHb noHypua roiosy. [Ipowio Tpu Mecslia, HO OH TakK U He CMOT CMATYUTH E
Llu, a Bpems BhIIIO. Celiyac y HeTo HET HU IIpaB, HU OCHOBaHUM TpebOoBaTh, YT0OH E LIy mocne
0Tbhe3[la He CBSI3LIBAJICA C APYTUMU MYyXK4YMHaAMU UM KeHIIHHaMu. [1o ero TaliHEIM cBefieHUIM, Y E
LIy HUKOTOA He OBbLJIO TAPTHEPOB, OH ObLI abcom0THO YucT. Ho... oten E 1y HUKOTga HEe TIO3BOJIUT
eMy ocTaBaThbCsl TakuM. Korga E Ly BepHeTCS, OH HaBepHIKa [IOIyYUT MHOKECTBO B3POCIIBIX
IOJapKOB.

Panbiie on OyMaJl, 94TO OJId MYXKYHUHEI 3TO ITYCTAKH. Ho Tellepb OH He TIO3BOMIHUT! OI[H& MEICJIb O TOM,
yto E Llu 6YJIGT IIPUKACAThCA K OPYI'MM 2KEHIIMWHAM, BBI3bIBaJld Y HETO... HACTPOEHHNE ‘-I}KyaH Ansa
MI'HOBEHHO IIOMPa4HEIIO0.

E Iy B3rnsgHyn Ha 4acH:

— ITopa. — OH pa3BepHYJICS U IOIIeI IPOYb.

— In...

E Ilu ocTtaHoBUIICS U 00epHYJICS.

— Bynb co MHO#, xopomo? — YxkyaH fHb CMOTpE Ha Hero.

E Ilu moprayn. [TocnenoBano monroe Mmondanue. Korga Ha ryf6ax YxkyaH AHs yKe IOSIBUNIach
ropbKas yibI0Ka, a cepAle cKaloch 0T 007M, OH pemusi, 4To oTBeTa He OymeT. Ho E LIy HakoHen nan
OTBET, KOTOPHIM OBIJT COBCEM He 0TBETOM. Ilociie MUHYTHOTO olleneHeHus: YxKyaH AHb HE CMOT
cOoep¥aTh JIUKOBAHUS.

— ... — [IpOKIATHIN Tel, — YHBIIO IPOIIBUT MUMO YepHO-0eniblii mapuk. Ecnu Obl y HEro OBIIN PYKH,
OH OBI 3aKpHII TUII0. B CBOe BpeMst OH ellle HacMeXascs Haf X035MHOM, YTO TOT 0OpedeH Ha
OIMHOYECTBO, a TETEPb KAKOW-TO TUII IIPHUIIEI U IPUydapuil 3a HuM! YepT BO3bMHU, XOTh OH U Tel, HO
3a X03sMHOM IIpaBaa KTo-TO yxaxuBaeT! ['me xke obelanHoe oqrHO4YeCTBO? Bece 9T0 n0oxkb! Benukue
JIKelsbl!
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