B HOYB Inepen ero BEICTYIINIEHHMEM B IIOXO0O ABUJICSA He3BaHHBII T'OCTh.

B KoMHaTe ropesio HeCKOJIbKO CBeUel, pa3juBasi MATKUM TEMJIbIM CBET. YBUIEB Ha CBOEM JI0KE
BHYIIUTENIbHBIN Oyrop nof ofmesinioM, Mab Cioll TOYyBCTBOBAJI, KaK AEPHYJICS YTOJIOK PTa; B AyIle OH
TOPBKO PacCKasiyICs U XOTeJl OBUI0 HEME[JIEHHO BHIMTH BOH.

— Hous yxe rny6oka, Kyga ke cobpaics MOy reHepan?

Aub MUHIMH, B3IPEMHYBIIUN YETBEPTD Yaca, MPUIIOTHSIICS, TPOTUPas I1a3a; ero o0HakEHHOe
TI7IeY0 IPUKPHIBAIM YEPHBIE BOJIOCH. OH JIEHUBO ITPOTSHY:

— IlocTens YZ&Ke COrpeTa, uu XKe CIIaTh.

— 9t0 uncroe 6e3ymue! — Mup Cioii cxkasl KyJlaku, TOHUMas, 4To 6exXaTh HeKyfa. OH ObICTPO
TIOJOIIEN K JIOKY U, TTOMIaBIIsis THEB, MIPOIIUIIENT 3aCTaHHOMY UMIIepaTopy:

— BceMy ecTh mpefen, HO BH yXKe B IATHIM pa3 Cpefyu HOYU BphIBAeTeCh B MO0 pe3upeHnuo! Mue-to
BCE PaBHO, HO €CJIM C BAaMHU YTO-HUOYOb CIYYUTCS 10 JOPOTe, TOCIENCTBUASI MOTYT OBIThH Y2KaCHBIMHU!

«Heyxenu mBopIiioBas cTpaxa coBceM ocyemnna?! Kak oHM ITO3BOJNSIOT UMIIEPATOPY Pa3 3a pa3oM
cOeraTh U3 OBOPIA?»

— He ceppuch, MBI TPOCTO COCKY4YHUTUCH 110 TeOe. — JIumo Aus MuHILIMHA, CTIOBHO BHITOYEHHOE U3
SIIIIMBI, B CBETE CBEUYEl Ka3ajloCh HeoObYaHO YUCTHIM M O6JIarOpOOHLIM. B yronkax ero rias ere
OrecTesa Biiara OT CHA, HO IaJbLBl Y2Ke YXBAaTUIIMCh 3a Kpall OfeKIbl TeHepara.

Tonmpko Mub Cio# 3HAI, YTO 3a 9TOM MaHSIIe#H KPacoToM CKpEIBaeTCs 6e3MHa KOBapCTRa.

Aub MuHIMH GBI OOET B YyKO0€ UCIOJHEE; PyKaBa 0Ka3aiuCh KOPOTKOBATH M OTKPHIBAIK O€JTbIE
HEeXHBIe 3aMsICThs co ccaguHamu. OH B35 UMb Cr0s 3a PYKY:

— Ilepene3sain yepes cTreHy, Hac HUKTO He BUTEIL.

— Heyxenu Bamie BenuuecTBo 3a0bIH, KaK B IIEPBHIM pa3 IOABEPHYIN HOTYy Ipu 3ToM? — MHb Cios
3TO0 HEMMOBEPHO pa3apazkajo, HO OH 3aCTaBWI ce0sl TOBOPUTH MSATYe.

«H 3aueM 1e€3Thb Yepe3 CTeHy? TpuXKab 3a JeCAaTh JHEH SBIAETCS U KaXObM pa3 IOJHUMAaeT LIyM —
TeTePb BCE CIIYTY YBEPEHHI, 4TO f 110 HouaM TaKOM IIPUHUMAIO B CIlajibHe TI000BHUKA».

— CTapBIe dela, IMo4YeMy ThI 0O CUX II0D UX TIOMHMUIIB? — [Taneuer dap MUHLIMHA TOBKO CKOJIb3HYIIN K
ImosdACy Wns Cios, IIPUBBIYHO ITPHUHUMAACh €TI0 Pa30€eBaTh.

Ceprnue Vb Cros1 €KHYJIO, OH IIOOHSAJ PYKY, IIBITAsICh €0 OCTAHOBUTD:
— 3aBTpa BallleMy CIIyTe MPEJCTOUT...

— Mt=I 3HaeM. HulHelHelt HOYbio MbI OyieM IIPOCTO CIaTh, He CTaHeM Te0s JoHMMaTh. TOJBKO Mepen
cHOM HaM HyKHO B3TJISIHYTb, HEe COILIJIA I OTMETUHEL Ha TeJI€...

Vup Cioli He CMOT €My IIPOTUBUTHCS U TI03BOJIMII TOMY, CJIOBHO TOJIOHOMY BOJIKY, CTAIIUTh C Cce0s
omexny. Crouno Aub MUHIIMHY XJIOMHYTh €T0 0 0efpy, KaK OH C KaMeHHBIM JIMIIOM IIOCIYIITHO
IIOBEPHYJICS Ha MeCTe.

— Bamme BenuuecTBo, comuu? — Crpocur oH, nepedpackiBas AJTMHHBIE BOJIOCH CO CIIMHBI Ha TPYb.



— Arge HarpygHasa moBsi3ka? — fAHp MUHITMH IIOJHSI BEKH 1 IMPUCTAJIBHO ITOCMOTPEIJI Ha HETO.

Cxeér. Y He IPOCTO CXKET — BeJlell CIIyraM 3aKolaTh OCTaBLINICS Iener], 4YTOOH U clefia He
0CTaJoCh.

Wb Croll OTKPBUI POT, HO HE YCIeJl IPUAyMaTh OnpaBHaHue, Kak Hbp MUHIIUH IPOOOIKHUIT:

— JlagHo, mpoiiaeM TeO4. ... Bcé paBHO Ta yxKe cTapasi. Bcé, moxuch ckopee, Ham HyKHO Koe-4TO
CKa3arTk.

Wup Croll TOMUMHUIICS, U e[jBa OH JIeT, KaK Ha Hero HaBaJIuJIOCh 4yzKoe TeJo.
Aup MUHIVH OPUTBHYTI K €70 TPYAX U TUXO CIIPOCHUIIL:
— Ilonyuyun nu Mo reHepal JepPeBIHHBIY Jlapel], YTO MBI 1ociany B TBOX Pe3UgeHLINI0?

— [Tonyuun. — YHb Cro# 3aKphUI I'71a3a, BCeM BUOOM IIOKa3bIBas, YTO OH CMEPTEJIbHO YCTall U He
X04eT ToBopuTh. Ho uMmnepaTop ObUT HEYMOJIUM:

— W noHpaBUIIOCH I MOEMY Te€Hepaly TO, YTO OBLII0 BHYTPH?
— IlonpaBuocs, Bail ciyra 61arogapuT Baie BenugecTso.

Bups, uto Mup Cioil HUYYTh He NOJIbINeH, Hh MUHIMH BCKUHYT 6poBb. OH MPUHSJICS HAaKPy4YUBATh
KOHUYUK €ero BOJIOC Ha I1ajiell, IPOBePsis:

— A nuceMo B napue? Tsl ero npoyen?

«... [lmcemo? TIpoksATHE, HUKTO HE CKa3asl MHe npo nucekMo!»

Wup Crou momondas HeCKOJIbKO MTHOBEHU U, CKPEIs CepAlle, OTBETUII HayTraf:
— IIpouern.

Ynri6ka MTHOBEHHO COIlIa ¢ nuila dHb MuHImHA. OH ¢ XOIOOHBIM BUAOM yinunHy1 Vub Cios 3a
KPEMKYI0 TalIuio IO OfesIoM:

— JIxéms. MEI BOBCe He IIucanu nucbMa. Yne ke mociaHue TH YUTall, KaKOr0 TaKOro IIOII000BHUKA?

— ...0x... Bame BenuuecTBo, IoIafuTe, Balll CIyra AeHCTBUTENIBHO Oepe:kHO COXPaHUIT Balll gap. —
Wup Croli T1yX0 3aCTOHAN: Tanus 0ojiejla HEMUIIOCEPIHO.

ManeHbKuM UMIIepPaTOP Ka3ajcs XPYIKUM, HO XBaTKa y Hero Oblyia xkefe3Has. Eié HeMHOTO — U
TOYHO OCTAHYTCS CUHSKHU. «... JlagHO, mycTh. [TocnemHu# pa3 moMy4aich — ¥ CBOOOa».

[Tpu MBICTTH O TOM, YTO B ONMKaMIIIMe TOOL ero He OyaeT JOHMMATh UMIIEPATop, Ha Aylie
CTAQHOBHUJIOCH JIeTYe.

— 3aBTpa 00s3aTeIbHO BO3BMHU UX C COOOM.

Aup MuHIMH HaBuC Hag MiHb CloeM, MPUHSBUIMCH 3aHOBO CTABUTh OTMETHUHEI TaM, T{le OHU
nnobenHeny.

H3-3a TOTO, 4TO OH TIIOKYCHhIBAJl KOXKY, CJIOBa €r0 3By4YaJId HEBHATHO:



— Mzt ot Jocriexu LIunuHsg HUKOMY He OTHABald, TOJIbKO Tebe moxanoBanu. Hocu ux u XpaHu
Hare mapcTtso.

«Docnexu Hununs...» — VUHb Ci0H, BEIHYXKAEHHO 3alIDOKUHYB I'0JIOBY, IOCMOTPEJNI Ha HETOo C
coMHeHUeM. EMy He BEpUIIOCH, YTO UMIIEPATOP OTHACT CTOJIb AParolieHHble JOCIIeXU UMEHHO eMY.

— BepHI/ICB KUBBEIM. MEI B IOC/IegHEE BpeMs IIPOYJIM MHOI'O KHHUT, ¥ OIIMCAHHOE TaM Ham HY2KHO
OHpO6OBaTB BMeCTe C TeHepaJiOM...

fIHbp MUHITMH BIUJICS B €T0 T'yOHI IIOIeTyeM, HeXKHO CMUHAS UX, a €r0 MaJblbl JI0WM 3a JI0HMOM
TIOTJIaXKUBaIK ero 0empo.

— Bairre BenmuuecTBo, BbI 06eliany, YTO HEIHEIIHEH HOYbio Hu4ero He 6ymeT. — Wub Cioi ciierka
OTBEPHYJI TOJIOBY, TPEPHIBAs 3TOT UIHYPSIOIIUH IOy, ¥ 3aTOBOPHII XOJIOTHO.

«Tak u ecTb: OH OOUTCS MOTEPSTH CBOIO JIIOOMMYIO UTPYIIKY B IIOCTENH, TIOTOMY ¥ OTHasn Jlocmexu
Hunuusa. A f-to gymar, oH npu3Han Moy BOUHCKUE 3aCilyTu ¥ MO LIeHHOCTh».

— MzI Ke He BOIIH...

Axp MuHIuH IIPUCTAJIBHO CMOTPEJI B OIIYIIEHHBIE T'JIa3ad Wb Crosi, HeBUHHO 00/I13kIBasi KOHYMKOM
S3bIKaA YT'OJIOK €TI0 PTa. — Cnu, ecnu yCTal, M&I eré HEMHOT0 IIourpaem.

Bernble TOHKME MMaNbIbI HMIIepaTOpa IIPUKPEHIJIX T'lIda3ad Wub Cios, 1 OH HEXKHO IIpoHIeIITayl eMy Ha yXO:

— Bnpenb MHu 6y)1eM YCEPAHO 3aHUMATLECSA BOMHCKUMHU UCKYCCTBAMH, YTOOBI CTATh TAKUM K€
CHUJIbHBIM, KaK MOH reHeparl.

Vup Croli 3aKpHIT I'/1a3a, Herogys mpo cebs: «M 3auem Tebe 3Ta cuna? YToOH elllé criogpydHee OBII0
MeHsd ucTa3aTh?»

OH JIUINIb HAAEesJICS, YTO 3@ 9TH I'OJBl MAJIeHLKUH UMIIepaTop HabepeT mo0oIbile HaJI0KHUIL UK
HaugeT cebe IPYroro MOAXonsainero a0oBHEKA. OH He XKeJjajl IPOBOJUTL OCTATOK JHEH B 9TOM
0EeCKOHEUYHOU BO3HE.

— Il'enepar... 'enepar...
Aup MUHIMH, clerKa 3albIXaBIIKUCh, 0OHUMaJ 3T0 ropsidee Teno. OH HeJOBOIHHO HaXMYPHUJIICS:
— Pyku renepasna nmexat He TaM, Kak Ham nnpukaxeTe yCHYTh?

Pyku Mup Cios 6€3BOJIBHO JiexkKamy 110 60KaM; YCIIBIIaB 3TO, OH MBICJIEHHO 3aKaTWI Ijla3a U CMEeHUII
1103y.

OH 10I0KUJI ONHY PYKY Ha Tanuio iHp MUHIMHA, a APYTYI0 — eMy Ha CIuHY. TOT, KOro o0HSIH,
SIBHO OCTaJICSI TOBOJIEH U CIIOKOWHO YCHYJI B €r0 00BATUSX.

OpmHaKOo X035IMH 9TOTO JI0XKa 10 CaMOu CepeoruHbl HOYM TaK U HE CMOT' COMKHYTbH I'Jia3.

Wusp Ciol, ckputs 3y6aMu, OTOOBUHYJI CIISIIEr0 UMIIEpATOpa B CTOPOHY, XkKeJlas JIUIIb 0Ka3aThCs
Iofiasiblile OT 3TOTO KOCTJIIBOTO ¥ OMEP3UTENILHOTO CYIeCTBa.
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