— Tol cerogHs omuH? A T1ie TOT TBOM ITOOYMHEHHKIN, KOTOPBIM BEYHO XOIUT 3a TOOOM XBOCTOM U
KOPYHUT HEOBOJIbHbIE MUHKI?

— ...51 HUKOra He MPUBOMMII CTPaXKel IIOMEeCThs B BECEJIbIe JOMa.

EnBa ompaBuBILIniics OT 00JIe3HU KHS3b SHbKAH HOJIT0 KAIIs, IIPeXae YeM BSJI0 HaluTh cebe 4aro
1 0e3 BCSKOT'0 YOOBOJIbCTBUS OTXJIEOHYTD I'JIOTOK.

B ero 3aTyMaHeHHOM pa3yMe HeBOJIbHO BCILIBII CUJIY3T TOrO YesloBeKa. «XOOUT XBOCTOM» — 3TO
MI0XKaJlyX, HO «HEeJOBOJIbHBEIX MUH» OH He IIPUIIOMHUII; CKOpPee BCero, peyb He 0 fAHb Y.

— LIk, — Wusp Croit, 061au€HHBIN B TEMHO-KpPACHBIN 60€BOM KOCTIOM, TJIOTHYJI BUHA UM IIOKaydas
roJ10BOY. — THI-TO He IPUBOAUJI, HO Y HET'O CBOU HOTH €CThb. TOT TEHEBOU CTPaX BeCbMa HEIJIOX: eCJIU
OBl 51 CIIy4alHO He TIOOHSAT T'Jla3a, HUKOTHa Obl He TIOAyMaJl, YTO Y HeTO XBaTUT [eP30CTH IIPUTIONHSTh
Yepenully Ha KpHIle ¥ IOACMaTpUBaTh 3a HaMu.

— XM... ¥ Hero mpaM Ha nmog6opoaKe, a TUIOM OH BeChbMa IIPUT0XK, TAK YTO ST €70 XOPOIIIO 3alIOMHUI.
3Has, 4TO BH C HUM ONTM3KY, 1 HE CTaJl IOOHUMATh IIyM U3 YBaXKeHUS K Tebe.

— O? Crpanno. CerogHs OH ¥ BIPSIMb He MIPUILIEN], MHE [laXKe KaK-TO HEIIPHUBBIYHO.

Wnuw Cioii Ui IUX0: He MOJIb30BaJICsSI HU YapKaMH, HU YalllaM#U. OOBIYHO 3aKa3bIBal oOBa 00JIBIINX
KYyBIIIMHA U, BECEJIO 6OJ'ITa${, IIHII TIPSAMO M3 HHUX.

[Tpo3pavHOoe BUHO CTEKAJIO 110 MOA00POKY, MPOIUTEIBAS ONeXK Ay Ha rpyou. HaMokiast TEMHO-
KpacHasl TKaHb CTAHOBUJIACH MIOYTH YEPHOU.

CeropHst Ha HEM OBLIT XajlaT CO CTOSYMM BOPOTHHUKOM, 3aCTETHYTHIN Ha JIBE MTyTOBUITH Y CAMOH IIIEH.
Korpa oH 3ampoKU/IEIBAJI TOJIOBY, COOKY yV KagbklKa CTAHOBHUIICS BULEH CIief] OT yKyca. Ero He cMa3anu
JIEKapCTBOM, ¥ PAHKA [0 CHUX ITOP KPOBOTOYHIIA.

Co mpamowM, gep3Kui... Touno AHp Y.

— ...f otnpasun ero no genam. — CUOAIIUY HaIpOTUB fAHE JIAH IpeKpacHO BULEN 3TU
IOBYCMEICIIEHHEIE OTMEeTHUHEL. OH He3aMeTHO OTBeJI B3IJIA[, yCTaBUBIINCH HA TAHLYIOIIUX HellofaleKy
IEB.

— A, BOT OHO 4TO.
Anb JISH TPUTBOPUIICS PABHOOYIIHBIM:

— BapBapBI KOBAPHEI, 3TOT IIOXO0[ GYJIGT OTIaCHEIM. BMecTo TOro 4To0Oh OyMaTh, KaK BBIZKHUTH Ha II0JIe
605{, ThI eI.T.Ié HaXOOHUIITb BPEMS 3BATh MEHS BHIIINUTE.

— XM, BBIKUTL? 3aueM MHe BbIKUBaTh? f aBHO yXKe CHIT XKU3HBIO 110 TOPJI0. B cepAtle y MeHs
IIOJIBIXaeT SIPOCTh, ¥ Cceidac s X0y JIUIIb OOPYIIUTL €€ Ha TOJIOBHI 9THX BapBapoB! Most XKu3Hb
IpUHAAIeXKUT Benukoi fAHb, ¥ Ipexk/e 4eM OTHaaTh €€, s MpuxBayy ¢ co60M HECKOIbKO BParos.

Ot Unsb Cros Besino XaXmou KpoBY; 30eCh ObLT He OBOPEL], ¥ OH He TPYOUIICS Ka3aThCs KPOTKUM.

AHb JITH HECKOIBKO Ppa3 HEBOJIEHO 6pOCI/IJ'[ Ha HeT'0 B3TJIdA[, KalllJIAHYJI U HE COeP2ZKaJICA:



— EcTh y MeHs OJIMH BOTIPOC, HE 3HAIO, CTOUT JIX €r0 3a7aBaTh.
— 3apaBali, faXe eCjid He CTOUT. MOXKeT, TIOTOM MHe yKe He JOBeHETCS TeOs yCIbIIIaTh.

— ...Pa3Be ummneparop He xkaneeT Te0s Oomnbiie Bcex? TBOU MPOILIbIE TPOLIEHUS OTKIIOHSIMCH OTHO
3a OpyruM, o4eMy ke OH BAPYT IepegyMall ¥ OTIYCTUI TeOs?

— ... — Jlyuie Ovl He cIipalluBal.
Wb CroM X0IOOHO YCMEXHYJICS, PAaCKyCHUB €r0:

— TBI TOJIBKO YTO I'J1a3 He CBOOUJI C YKyca Ha Moeu Iee. Pa3 yXK IIOHMMaellb, YTO IIPOU30IILIO,
IIOCMeMNCs TTPo ce0s — 3aYeM BCIIyX-TO CIIPAIINBaTh?

— ¢4 Hu4ero He BUAeN, — yIpsMo OYpKHY AHb JISH, yTHKAsACh B YallKY.

— He momuHai 6ombire 06 9ToM. 4 1mo3Ba Te6st MPOCTO MOTOBOPUTE U He XKejlai 00CyKaaTh
TIOCTOPOHHUX.

[Ipu ogHOM ynomuHaHuu 0 AHb Muniuae MHb Crou 3aKkumnasn. Myapelid rocygaps B rjla3ax Hapoga Ha
mese OKasaJics Mep3aBlieM, 000KarIIUM YHUKATh CBOUX Baccasos!

OH pBascs Ha GPOHT UMEHHO Pagy TOTO, YTOOH cOeKaTh OT 3TOT0 YejoBeKa. [IpOTUBOCTOSATh EMY OH
He MOT, TaK HeyXkKeJll He CMOXKET CIPSATaThC?

— HeusBecTHO, Korfia CBUOUMCS BHOBB. THI MOSI IMHCTBEHHAS POOHAS AYIa B 3TOM I'Opofie; Kak
nobepych 00 MecTa, Hamulmy tebe.

fup JISH 3HAJ, KaK KOBapHH ¥ 2K€CTOKY BapBaphl, ¥ ¢ 0€CIIOKONCTBOM 0OABMII:

— HeckonbKo 51eT Hazag UHO3EMITH Tpuciianu B gap Jocnexu Llunuus. [oBOpST, KIMHOK X He 6epeT
¥ yOapoB OHU He 0osTcsA. HanmoMHU 0 HUX UMIIEpaTOpPy — OH HaBepHSKa IoXKalyeT focrexu Tebe.

— ...He Hyx)H0. — Wb Ci0#l OnyCTU] I'Nla3a, TI4ad Ha PsA0b B KyBUIMHE BUHA. — 4 ITOBeNy MOCIenHNIe
IBaflaTh THICSY OTOOPHEIX BOMHOB. CTOUT MHE YUTH, 1 000pOHa BHYTPEeHHUX 3eMefib ocnabHeT. Ecmu
II0XOJ 3aKOHYUTCSA IIOpaXkKeHNeM, BapBaphl BO3bBMYT JECATKY FOPOLOB U OOULYT JO CaMOI0
MMIIepaTOPCKOro rpaga. Torma Aub MUHIMHY 3TH JOCIEXU MOHAA00ITCS caMoMy, YTOOBI CITacTH
JKU3Hb.

Anw JIsH He coracuicy:

— He Gepu B roJioBy, BCE elllé He Tak I710X0. Boiicko Benukoi AdHb CUNIBHO, a Te, KTO CTOUT Ha
IIepeioBOM, — He HeXKeHKHU. TBOHM MPUXO[ UL ITPUAACT UM CHJL.

— C 9TUM TBOMM BHJIOM CTpaTera Th OOJbIIE ITOX0XK Ha reHepasa, yeM si. 2Kasb TOJBKO... 3[0POBLE Y
Te0s cnaboe. Ecnu oTipaBUTh TeOs Ha BOMHY, 00I0Ch, TH ¥ 10 TPUALIATH JIET HE [HOTSHEIIb.

— Heyxenu B TBOUX rjla3ax s CTOJb... XPYIIOK?
Wupb Croil HaxMypHIICH:

— Jyxy B Te6Ge B u30OBITKE, Thl HABEPHSIKA MOJIE3EIIb B CaMylo r'ymry 60s mepBuiM. Ho... Mao Toro, 94To
THI KOTIbE BPSI JIX IOQHUMEIh, TaK €Ilé U 3TOT TBOM KallleJib: €CJIM CTAHET XyXKe, TH Ke MPSMO Ha
nojie 6051 U MIPeCTaBUIIbCS.



— HYCTBIG TPEBOT'H. Jrtoi XBOPH y2K€ MHOT'O JIET. Ecnu He MUTH BUHA, TO HUYETO CTPAIIHOTO.

Aub JIaH chen 606 U3 Tapenky, 4TOOH mepebuTth BKyc 4as. OH C OTBpallleHueM OTOOBUHYII OT ce0s
HaIOJIOBUHY ITyCTYIO YallIKy:

— B nocnenuee BpeMsi CTOJIBKO 4Yad U JIEKAPCTB BBIIIXII, YTO BO PTY OOHA IOPE€Yb. Xo4eTcs ClIagKoro,
HO CJIaCTH B IIOMECThE COBCEM He II0 BKYCY.

— A TBOS «pogHas Oyina» Tede HU4Yero He npurotomia? — ViHb Ciol yKe 3axMesiell; OH IOAIep
IIEKY PYKOW, TJIAMAS B IyCTOX KyBIIKH.

— Popnas nyma? — AHb JIgH uCKpeHHe youBuics. Korga 3To OH TOBOPUJI, YTO Y HET'O KTO-TO €CTh?

— Hy na. Panblne, Korga s cpamiBal, Thl He IPU3HABAJICS, KTO 3TO, TaK CTapaTeIbHO obeperar.
Pa3 yx caM KH13b SHbKaH Ha KOT'0-TO 3aCMOTPEJICS... OJXKHO OBITh, JeBUlla yMenas. JX, yepes fABa
[HS 5 yeny, 1 6e3 cBoero coOyTHIIbHUKA TH BCE elrle€ Oyaelh 3arisafbBaTh B BECETbIe JoMa?

Anuw JISH TOKOCUIICS Ha HEro:

— IMoyemy HeT? B MOEM OMECTbe HET HU JKEHBI, HU HAJIOKHMUII, ¥ JTFOU CO CTOPOHHI YK€ BOBCIO
Cymadar, pacmnyckas ciayxu. Eciu s mepecTaHy ciofla 3aXaxKHUBaTh, 3TO JIUIIL IOATBEPAUT UX
IOMBICITHI.

— Tak BoT 0 4em mevetcs Banbuxkyo! — Wnb Cioil He yaepKalcsa ¥ TPOMKO pacXxoxoTasiCs.

— Kak 006 sToM He meubcsa? PaHO UM MO3MHO S BCTPEYY AEBYIIKY II0 AYIIe U BO3bMY €€ B IOM.
Henb3s gomycTuTh, 4TOOH K TOMY BpEMEHU MOE UM yKe OBUIO OIIOPOYEHO.

— ThI cTONMBKO pa3 OvIBal B OOPOENSIX U ellé Hafeelbcs Ha moopoe uMs? — Mub Ciol, TOKAauYnBasicCh,
BCTaJI, MpuXuMas K cebe MyCTo# KyBIIKH.

— Kpacasutiel... — OH HBIPHYJT B TOJIITY TAHILIOBILHI], 3aBOPOKEHHBIN OTaroyxaHueM U MeIbKaHueM
IIMPOKUX PYKABOB.

Aus JIgn CMOTpe€JI, KaK TOT 3auTPEIBAET C I€BaMU, U B OyIII€ €ro He HIEJIOXHYJIO0Ch HA eI[HHOfI CTPYHEI;
Y HEeTO0 He BO3HHUKIIO HA MaJIEUIETO KeTaHUsI IIPpUCOEOINHUTLCA.

«Heyxemu... MHE U BIPSIMb Ha POy HaKCAHO OBITH MOHAXOM?»

CnycTsl 0KOJI0 OBYX 4aCOB OHUM HaKOHeI] coOpauch mo foMaM. Houb Oblsia y2Ke TEMHOM, TPOX0XKMUX Ha
yNIUIax IOYTU He 0CTaJoCh.

Aup JIgHa CcNyTU MOACAaguiIu B KapeTy, a U3psaaHo 3axmeseBmnid MHb Cioil B300pasics Ha KOHS,
IIPUBSI3@HHOTO Y BXOfa.

Aus JIgn OTOOBUHYJI 3dHABECKY Ha OKOIIKE 1 CKa3adJl 4YeJIOBEKY, KOTOprfI, ITOIIATEIBASCE, oOHMMaI
KOH{ 3a II€lo:

— Te1, moxoxke, U3pAAHO MbgH. [Toe3xKali-Ka JIydllle B MOeW KaperTe.
— A... He HegooOlleHUBal MeH.

Vb Cioli BRITPSIMHUTICS, Ha ry0ax ero 3aurpasa JIErkas yJbiOKa:



— ITo BCcTpeuu, BaHBUKYO.

OH ¢ cunou XIecTHyJ KOHS:

— Ho! — Y 1o ynuue npoHecnack TeMHas TEHb.

— Iloexanu, — AHb JIsH 3aepHYJI 3aHaBECKY ¥ HETPOMKO OTHaJI IIpUKa3 Ky4yepy.

EMy Bcé Ka3asoch, 4TO 4ero-To He XxBaTaeT. Ho 4ero uMeHHO — TOTO, U3-3a Yero BCE BOKPYT
IIOTEPSIIO OJIs HETO UHTEPEC?

Xmernb ygapuia Ueb Cro0 B TOJI0BY, ¥ OH BO BECh OIIOP MYaJICs [0 YJIXALaM.

IoOpaBICh 00 pe3UAEeHINH, OH GPOCUIT IIJIETh ITPUBPATHUKY, PACCTETHYJI MyTOBUIIE Ha CTOSTYEM
BOPOTHUKE U IIMPOKUM IIaroM HaIlpaBuUiICs K cebe.

— I'enepar, resepann!

Craphll yIpaBASOMIUY JOTHAN €r0 TPYCLOM.

— Yrto Takoe?

— ViMmepaTop npucian OgHy Belllb. 1 Beses cayraM IOJI0KUTh €€ Ha CTOJ B BAIIUX ITOKOSX.
«fHp MuHLIMH npucian? Bpsm 11 9TO YTO-TO XOPOIIee».

— ¥Vry, — oro3sBasncsa Uub Croii. — OTIpaBbTe 3TO B XpaHUnuie. M BenuTe IpUroToBUTh BOAY, S X0UY
HCKyTaThCs.

— ...I'enepan maxe He B3TIAHET, YTO TaM?
— He Ha 4yTo TaM cmoTpeTh. — MHb CI0M KPYTO pa3BEPHYJICA U, He OTJISAAbIBAsICh, 3allaraal B CTOPOHY

0aHb, IPOYb OT CIIAJIbHH.
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