LI35I1B2# B 9TOT MOMEHT IOXOMAKIIa Ha Y MaHbIISH, Y KOTOPOM TOJIBKO YTO YMep MY2K: OHA COBEPILIEHHO
IIOTepsiJIa PaCCyNOK ¥ axke He myMalia O TOM, C 4ero Ol MPoCcTOMY IpocTooauHy JIio LlroHy 3HATH
JIIOfIed U3 UMITIePaTOPCKOI0 OBOpIIA.

— 41 He 3HAI HUKAKUX €BHYXOB UM HAHEK. 3aTo g 3Hat0 VMmepaTopa U HECKOIbKUX NpuHIeB! Mano
TOTO, 51 C caMuM MMmiepaTopoM OecemoBa ¥ B IaXMaThl UTPall, a C MPUHIIaMU 00EBHIMYU HCKYCCTBAMMU
Mepscsa!

[13®1B3i1 xJ10Mmasa 60IBIIMMU PacaxHyThHIMU TJla3aMU, U3 KOTOPHIX TPajjoM KaTUIUCE CIe3bl. Bo BceM
BHMHOBaTa OHa, norybusmas Cgo Aubi3sl! Ecnu OB He e€ ynpsiMoe cTpeMiieHre o0pecTy 0TI, ¢ Csg0
AHBU3E HUYETO OBl HEe CITYYHUIIOCH.

JIro XyH nepHyna OpaTta 3a pyKaB, faBas IIOHATh, YTOOBI OH 3aMOJT4ajl: pa3Be OH He BUAUT, YTO
LI3r1Bo¥ yKe BrIINTakana Bce ria3a? Ho JTio LlioHa ceriyac Mano BOIHOBAJO YyKO€ rope — OH KUIlel
OT THeBa.

— Csi0 SIHBI3H paHbllle XOTh ¥ BEUHO BBSI3bIBalaCh B HENPUSTHOCTH, HO BCETIa COBETOBAJIACH C
HaMy, Ipexpe 4eM 4YTO0-TO chenaTh. CTOMIO el Ipu3HaTh B Tebe CcecTpy, Kak OHa TYT XKe CTajla BECTU
ce0s CKPHITHO U 3arafo4yHo! Bl Bemb coOpanuch MTYypMOBaTh UMIIEPAaTOPCKUM 3BEPUHEI, HeYXKeu
HeJb3s ObIIO0 XOTS OB CJTOBOM OOMOIBUTLCS ¢ HaMu? MBI OBl ITO KpaliHeX Mepe CMOTJIM BaM ITOMOYb!
A B uTOre BBl O0OLUIUCH C HAMU KaK C 4yKakKaMu. [IpoCTO 10 CMEPTH MeHs pa303/1uiiu!

JTio LltoH BoBCe He cobupaics mo-HacTosiueMy o0BUHATE LI3kiBaii u LI3urbco. OH 3HAJ, YTO Ha AOJII0
3THX OBOUX BBHIIAJI0 HEMAaJIO TalH, ¥ He cTajl Obl BEIMEIIaTh 3JI0CTh Ha XPYIKUX AeByuIKax. OH 31UICS
JIUIITh Ha TO, 4TO LI3BIB3¥ HE CYUTAET UX CBOMMHU U 1M03BOMHIA Cs0 AHBI3E B OQUHOYKY OPOCUTHCS B
IIacTh ommacHocTH. M oH, u JI1o XyH BitafieloT 60€BRIMU UCKYCCTBAMU — €CJIU ObI OHU ITPHUKPHIBAIH
npyr opyra, Csio AHbI3EI, BO3MOXKHO, U He IIporiaia O5l.

— OT0 BCEé MOsI BUHA... 4 Oblla OITpOMeTUMBa, Y MeHS He OblI0 miiaHa, u s norybuna Csio Aubissr! Ho
oHa Oblyla Tak yBepeHa B cebe, TOBOPUIIA, YTO BEIPOCTIA B 3BePUHIlE U 3HAET TaM KaXKMbli yTOJIOK...

— Tei Ke 3Haelb, Kak Cs0 AHBIRE T00UT TOXBacTaThCs, — B cepate JIo XyH ToxKe KJIOKOTaJio
Bo3MyIeHne. — Cmesasi, HO Oe3paccyfgHasi, 0TBaxHasi, Ho OecTosKoBasi! Bel Beib ¢ Hell moOpaTuMbie
CeCTpHI, HEYKeJIX THl flaXke 9TOT0 He 3Hana?

3HaeTe? Pa3Be LI3kIBoii He 3Hanma? Ho oHa ciumkoM riy6oKo yBsijia B IyYHdHe IIOUCKOB oTia. Korma
Csi0 Aup13H oobelnana MOMoYb el 00pecTy 0TIla, LI3kIB3ii TOBepuIa eif HU CEKYHIH He KOIeOsich.

— He cMmeliTe Tak roBOpUTh 0 Haulel rocnoxe! Bel camu-to! Pa3se Cs10 AHBI3E He 3acTaBiifdiia Bac
nTaTh, KOTOA ey HyKHO ObLIO, ¥ BHICTYIATh Ha ynulle ¢ OanaraHHBIMU TpioKamMu? — L[3uHbBCO BCTana
Ha 3alUTy X03UKHU.

JTro 1ItoH Kak pa3 cobuparcs C Hell IOCIOPUTh, KaK BOPYT yBUAeN Oeryero K HuM Cs0XyL3HL.



— Bparten JIio LioH, cectputia JIto Xyu! Y BopoT Tpyi1o6 Kakou-To CTapiIuii OpaT TOBOPHUT, UTO UILET
cectpuny LI3biBoii!

Y Bxoma B Tpymo0sl cTosina Gpurypa, mpuBieKaloilas Bceobiee BHUMaHue. CTPOUHBIN, C
671aropogHOM 0CaHKOM U IMIPEeKPacHBIM JIUIOM — 3TO OB He KTO UHOU, Kak dy IpKaH.

— O, THI ellle KTO TAKOU? — MBICIIeHHO udymuics JIro LitoH. OH BliepBble BULEI MyXKYUHY C TAKUM

HeOOBIKHOBEHHBEIM apUCTOKPATUYECKUM JIOCKOM, CYAS II0 BCeMYy, KaKOT0-TO MOJIOIOTO TOCIIOOUHA U3
6orartoii cembu. BripoueM, cam JIio L{10H BHeIIHe TOoXKe He yCTynas. [Ipy 3To# MBICIIM OH pacIpaBuil
IIJIeYy ellle Tople.

®y IpKaH BEXKJIUBO CIIOKUII PYKH B IPUBETCTBEHHOM XKeCTe:

— ¢l — UMIIepaTOPCKUY TeI0XpPaHUTENb, CTapliui ChiH rocnonuna Oy Jlyas, @y Ipkan. [1o3BonbTe
CIIPOCHUTB, 3[1€Ch JIU IPOKKUBAET OaphilHs 1[3b1BoMH?

JIto L110H BHYTpEHHE HAIPATCA: HeyXKeJu U BIPSAMb YejloBeK U3 gBopua? Ho ycibimas, 4TO TOT
pa3eicKuBaeT LI3bIB3M, OH HaCTOPOXKUJICS ellle CUJIbHEE:

— W 3aueM ke 6;1aropogHOMY T'OCIIOAWHY ITOHagoOunack 113bBai? [Tpolny mpoIeHus, HO O
MeCTOHaX0XKAEeHUHN MOJIOJOM AEBYIIKU 3TOT IIPOCTOTIOANH PACIPOCTPaHATHCA He HaMEPEH.

B atux Tpyurobax XUy OMHYU CTapPUKY, XXKEHITWHH f1a geT. Y LI351Ba#t ocoboe monoxenue, a Cso
SAHBU3H mpormasa 6e3 BeCTH — OH He CMeJl PUCKOBATh XKU3HSIMU BCceX oOuTaTenel panu
COMHUTEIbHEIX 3HAKOMCTB.

Bups Takyio peakiuio, @y IpKaH BOBCe He pacCepaucs:

— 9T0 51 Bemy ce0st U3NUIIHE IPSIMOIUMHENHO. YMOJISIO Bac, TepefaiTe BECTOYKY: TMChMO U CBUTKHU C
JKMBOIMUCHIO OT OaphiirHy L[361B3# 61ar0moTyYHO OOLUIH 10 agpecaTa.

JIro LroH IIOYYBCTBOBAJI ce0bs Tak, 6YJITO CBAJIUJICA C JIYHEBI, HO BCE XKe IIOCIIyIIAJICA.

— IIpomy Bac, rocnopus ®y, 3axomuTe, — pacCIpPoCUB IpeaBapuTeabHO L[361B3H, JIto L{1oH mpoBen
®y OpkaHa BOBHYTDb.

Cepaue LI3bIB3M CKanock B KOMOK. MMmiepaTop MOIy4ul CBUTKHY U CKJIafHOM Beep, Aa ellle Ipucianl
YyeJ0BeKa U3 UMIIEPATOPCKOM CTPaXKU — 3HAYUT JIX 9TO, YTO OH I'OTOB IIPU3HATH €€ CBOEH I0YEPhI0?

— IIpoctomtogunka LI3piBai TpuBETCTBYET rocrnogria Oy! — yBumes, Kak JIto LI10H BBOOUT MOJIOOOTO
MyX)K4uHY, [I3bIB3HM TOPOIIUBO MOTSHYIa LI3MHBCO 3a OO0 Ha KOJIEHKH.



— BapslmHy, ckopee BCTaHbTE, KakK s MOTY IPUHSATEL CTOJIb BETUKUY MOKIOH! — Oy OpKaH IMOCIENIHO
IIarHYy BIepen, IogHuMas ux. [[puCMOTPEBLINCH, OH 3aMETHUJI, YTO, HECMOTPS Ha CKPOMHEIE

OfleX b, IeByIIKa o0jagaeT HeCPaBHEHHOM KpacoToi. E€ MHIl0 HalToOMUHAJIO IIePBHIE TyYU
YTPEHHEeTO0 COJIHIIa — TEIJIoe U HexkHoe. Bo B3rsAe Tauach YUCTasi, HeBUHHAS HAaUBHOCTD,
3aCTaBJIgIoNlasl UHCTUHKTUBHO 3alllUIlaTh €€ U TIHYThCSA OIuKe.

Bcero ogHOro MrHOBEHUST XBAaTHUIIO0, YTOOB! B JABHO 3aTuxiieM cepaie Oy IpkaHa 3aTperneTano
CHUJIbBHOE YYBCTBO.

— locnioguu ®y, s cibllliana, BE IOMMall B 3BEPUHIIE AeBYIIKY-yOuiiy... CkaxkuTte, rjie oOHa cerdac?
— LI3BIB3M C TPYAOM CHepKUBaa KUCTyI0 ropeys, IOACTYIIABIIYIO K TOPITY, € CHOBa XOTEJI0Ch
IJIaKaTh.

— Bapeiuras LI351BoM, He CTOUT TaK TPEBOXKHUTHCS. B, MOMKHO OBITh, TOBOpUTE 0 OaphiirHe Cs10
Aubp3e? — yBUIEB, Kak 1[3bIBo# 3aKKBajla, TOUHO LHIIIEHOK, KITIOIOIMY 3epHa, Oy IpKaH
npoposxkun: — bapeimHa Csgo AHBLU3HE PUCKOBala XU3HbI0, JOCTABIAS BECTOUKY, ¥ ITOIYYHIa
sierkue paHeHus. Ceryac 3a Hel yXaKUBaloT BO ABOpIIE.

— Yro?! Cg0 Anb13H paHeHa?! HacKoMbKO TAXKeNH ee paHbl? ECTh T yrpo3a ee xXu3Hu? — Gobine
rna3a LI3bIB3Y MTHOBEHHO HAIOJIHUIIUCH ClIe3aMy, a r'oJIoC 3aipozKall, CphIBasiCh Ha Miady.

— Bapriuras LI361BaM, yCIoKOUTECH, ¢ OaphiirHei Csio AHbBI3EI BCE B OTHOM mopsigke. O0e penuKBUn
yXke gaBHO y MMnepatopa. UMeHHO 110 BeIcOYaiilieMy nmoBejieHnio Ero BenudecTsa 51 mpuOBIT CIofa,
YTOOBI INYHO U3BECTUTH BacC.

3aMeTUB KpacCHBIe OT CJie3 Ijla3a AeByLIKY, Oy IpKaH IOYYBCTBOBAJ YKOJI KAJIOCTU U TYT XKe
moxKares, 4To cO0NTHY mpo paHeHue Cso AHBI3HL.

— 3HaYMuT, Hallla TOCII0XKa COBCEM CKOpO CMOXKET BOUTH BO OBOpEn 1 IIPHU3HATh oTIa? — PadgoCTHO
BOCKIJIMKHYJIa CTOSABIIIasA PAOOM LI3uHBCO.

I_[3BIBSI;I TOXK€e 3acHsiiia HaJexkaou, ee OT'POMHEI€ T'JIa3d JIyYUJIUCh YIIOBAHUEM.

— Baprimng 136831, 1 MMnepaTop, 1 MMnepaTpulla IpugaT 3TOMY Aejly OTPOMHOe 3HadyeHue. 4
BepIO, YTO B CaMble CXKaThle CPOKH Ballll 3aBETHHIE XKeJTaHUS UCIOIHATCS.

ToBopun @y OpkaH ¢ abCOMIOTHON YBEPEHHOCTHI0O — CaM OH He IIOHUMaJI, I0YeMy TaK TBEPAO
y6exXIeH, YTO CTOSINAs Iepe HUM OeBYIIKA ¥ BIPSIMb IPUXOOUTCS ViMIIepaTopy mo4Yephio.
HaBepHoe, BCE mero GbIJI0 BO B3TJIsAE: TAKOM YUCTHIM B3TJISAA HE YMeJ JIraTh.

Yxe nocye yxoma @y Opkana LI3viBaii 00HsMa LI3UHBCO, U Clly’KaHKa C TOCII0KO0M TOPbKO
pacIakaauch B 00bSITUAX APYT Apyra. CTONBKO UCIBITAHWH BHITTATO0 HA UX HOJIO Ha 9TOM [OJITOM
nytu! 1 BoT Teneps Csi0 AHBI3H B 6€3011aCHOCTH, & CaMa OHa COBCEM CKOPO BEPHETCS K CBOUM
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C Tex nop Kak paHbl Cs0 AHBL3E 3aTSIHYIUCh HACTOIBKO, YTO OHA MOTJIa ABUTraThcs, MMnepaTpuila,
COCJIABIIKCE Ha TO, 4T0 KoHcopT JIuH 1 6e3 Toro 3aHsaTa 3a00TaMu 0 CeIbMOM U OeBSITON
IIpUHILIeccax, ucrnpocuna y LisHbnyHa pa3pelueHue nepesectu Csao AHbLU3E U3 [BOpLa AHBCUTYH BO
[IBopen; KyHHUHTYH.

Koncoprt JIuH, pasymeeTcs, Bo3paxaTh He cTana. CiepBa OHa pacCYMThIBalia 3aBsi3aTh ¢ Cs10 AHBL3HI
XOPOIINEe OTHOUIEHUS ¥ TeM CAMBIM 3aPy4YHUThHCS 6JIarOCKJIIOHHOCTBIO 3TOM «HAaPOOHOM MIPUHIIECCHI»,
HO JIeBYOHKA OKa3aJiach [0 TOTO HeyeMHOM 1 B30anMoIHoM, 4yTo KoHncopT JIuH Oblna JUINb pafa
n30aBUTLCS OT HeE u nmepemaTth MMmnepaTpuiie.

Yro ke mo LIsTHBITyHA, TO ero MBIC/TH JaBHO YHECTTHCh K Oeperam o3epa JJaMUHXY, ¥ OH JIMIIb Kaasl
CKopeu1ero Bo3spainenusa Oy JInHbaHb.

Tem BpeMeneM MMmnepatpuiia otBena anst Csgo AHbI3E 60KOBOM aBUIbOH BO [IBopiie KyHHUHTYH,
BHIIENIUB €1 B YCIIy2KeHue HIHbKY 2KYH U IBYX CBOMX CaMbIX PACTOPOIIHBIX CTaPIINX CIyKaHOK.

Hsaupka 2KyH nmoHa4asly BepaXaa KpaliHee HeIOBOJIbCTBO IIEPCIEKTUBOY IPUCITYXKUBATh KAKOU-TO
IVKOM MEeBYOHKE, HO CTOMJIO MMmepaTpuile 6pOCUTEL Ha Hee CYPOBHIH B3TJISAM, KaK TOM IIPHUIIIOCH
CMHUPHUTHCS CO CBOEH ydacThio. Ha gyire y HIHbKY CKpeOI KOIIKH, HO BEICKA3aTh JKa/loCTh K cebe
OHA He CMeJia.

Cama xe Csi0 fHBI3H He IIpefaBanach JOJATUM pa3ayMbsaM. [IBopen KyHHUMHTYH Ka3ascs e elre
Kpate [IBopiia AHbCUTYH, fa ¥ VMIlepaTpuIla OTHOCHUIACh K Hell C HEOOBIKHOBEHHOM HEXKHOCTBIO. A
YK [0 4ero POCKOUIHBIM OBIJT MMIIePAaTOPCKUi OBIT — Takoro Csi0 AHBI3E ¥ BOOOpPa3uTh He Mora!
[TpocToit o6em COCTOSITT U3 ABAAIATH YEeTHIPeX OJII0M, TO, YTO He CheHasH, IIJI0 Ha KOPM CBUHBSIM,
6o6aMu 3[0eCh MBUIMCh BMECTO MBIIa, B HO3OPH 3aTHIKA/IM KPYITHEIE PUHUKH, a XyKe BCero OBIIO TO,
YTO JaXke ee COOCTBEHHOE «THe3IHIIIKO» Ka3aJloCh CheqoOHEIM!

Ecnu He cyuTaTh U3NHUIIHE CypOBOIZ HAHBKH }KYH, Csio0 AHBII3H HWCKPEHHE II0JIarajia, 4YTO 2KM3Hb BO
ABOpIe — 3TO paﬁCKOG CylieCTBOBaHue, OOCTOMHOE HeOOXKUTEIIeH.

— HMMmnepaTpuiia, mouyeMy BH Tak JOOPH KO MHe? — C HeJoyMeHKeM BO B3ope Bompoiana Cso
Aubussl, Habmogas, Kak ViMmnepaTpuila BHOBb ¥ BHOBb ITOJK/IAagLIBAET €1 JIy4Ilre KyCOUKH.

VimmepaTpulia Beib OTHOCHUIACh K HEM C TAKOW JIACKOM, C Tako¥ 3a00Toi! A Bemb OHa BOBCe He
MMIIepaTOPCKas 0Yb — OHa BCETO JIUIIb MajieHbKas J1aCToO4YKa, CydaliHo 3aneTeBias u3 Tpyob B
camoe cepzlle ABOpIia.

I/IMnepanHua BCTPETHUJIaCh B3rjigdaoM C HaWBHBIM, IIOJTHBIM HEITOHMMaHHKA JETCKUM JINYUKOM U



OIOYyTHUJIa YMHUJIEHUE.

— Cso AHbBI3H, BIepBhEe YBUIEB Te0s, ST TOYYBCTBOBaa Kakoe-To 0co6eHHOe poacTBO. CIIOBHO TH —
OparoleHHBIN MOJapOK, HUCIIOCIaHHBEIM MHE HeOecaMu.

— IlpaBpa, MmnepaTpuna? Brl ToKe HaXOOUTE, YTO S Y2KACHO MHUJIas ¥ BCEM HPaBIIOCh? MaTyIKa
Cynb u3 Tpymo6 u ManeHbkuit Cs0xynu3s Toxke 6e3 yma 0T MeHs!

Csto SIHBI3H OBbINa cYacTIuBa. Eif ToKe Kas3ajock, 4To MiMmepaTpuila 0eCKOHEYHO GIr3Kast ¥ POTHasl.

— Koneuno, Csio dub3bl. 4 cuuTao Tedst camoii Xxpabpol IeBYLUIKON U3 BCeX, KO0 s BCTpeydasna. Thl
COBCeM He I10X02Ka Ha 3[eIIHNX IPUHIIEB ¥ IIPUHIIECC.

BcnomuHas npouinyio XKu3Hb, UMnepaTpulla TOHUMasa: IoHavyaly OHa BOBCe He MUTajla HEHaBUCTHU
K 9TOM meBuoHKe. [IpocTo Cs10 AHBIBE pa3 3a pa3oM TBopHuia 6e3yMCcTBa, a iMIepaTop HEM3MEeHHO
ee okpriBai. CII0BO 3a CJI0BO, ¥ B UTOTe MMIepaTpulla IpuaoXKuiIa HeMajlo YCUIUN, YTOOR
BCTABJISITH IAJIKKU B Kojieca 1 Csto AHbBI3EL, U 1I3BIBI.

['nsaps HA 9Ty CUSIONIYIO, TIOJIHYIO XKU3HEHHBIX CUJT IeBYIIKY mepen co0oit, MmepaTprila HaKOHeI]
0CO3HaJa, moyeMy B IpouiioM u MMnepatop, u [14TeIM NIPUHL, U faxe 3TOT UHOCTPaHel boaHbI3eMUH
IIOTEPSIIU OT Hee rooBel. [IpOKUB XXKU3Hb 3@8HOBO, OHA TBEPMO pellniia 3alUuTUTh Cs0 AHBI3H,
IT03BOJIMB 3TOM JTaCTOYKE CBOOOMHO U 6e3MsITEeKHO ITapuTh B HeOecax.

— OKa3BIBaeTCs, BH TOXKeE Tak nyMaeTe, MMmmepatpuiia! Bel ke He 3HaeTe, s Befb Cs10 AHBIZE —
6rmaropopHas BoutenpHULA! KoHEYHO XKe, s camasi-camasi xpabpas!

— Ia-ma, BoutenbHuia Cso HBLSE, elb mo6osbiie. ToIbK0 HaOPaBIIACEH CHJI, MOXKHO IIPOJOJIKATh
TBOPHUTH MOOPEIE [eJla U 3aIUINATh CIa0kIX.

HmnepaTtpulia ¢ MaTepUHCKOY HeXKHOCTHIO IIOTJIafinia MyMUCTYI0 Makyuky Cs0 AHBI3HL.

JIuno Csio AHBL3H TOPO30BETIO, OHA C JIETKUM CMYLIeHNEeM IPOOJIKIIIA YIIEeTaTh PUC U3 IHAJIbL, HO
Ha Oyle y Hee ObUIO cafiko, OYATO OHA Haelach Mefa.

Onu Tpalle3HN4YaJii, BECEJIO ITeperoBapuBasiCh U CMEACEH, B TO BpeMdA KakK CTOSIBIIIEH B CTOPOHE
HAHBKE }KYH Ka3aJiock, 4To Hebeca PyaiaTcd Ha 3€eMIII0. HpOI/ICXOJII/IJIO HEYTO HEBEPOATHOE: HEYXKEIIN
€e I'OCIIOXKY KTO-TO IIOOMEHUIT UJIN BCEJIUJICA B €€ Teno?!

Panrime MMnepaTpulla CTaBUIIa IIpaBuia IIPEBHIIIE BCEI'0 — He TOBOPUTH BO BPEMS €[Ihl, He
pas3roBapuBaTh Jiexka Ui 3ackinasi. C yero ObI e¥f CerofHs TakK HEMPUHYXKAEHHO I1e6eTaTh 3a CTOIOM
C 3TO¥ IeBYOHKOH U TO U [eJI0 MOIK/IadbIBaTh e ey B HamKky? [laxke OBeHAAIATHINA MPUHI] HUKOTIa
He yIOCTauBaJICs MOJ0OHBIX IT0UecTeH!



Be‘-IepOM, YKIagbIBas I/IMHepanI/ILIy CIlaTh, HAHBKaA }KYH He BhHIIEPZKaJlia:

— HiMmepaTpulla, moyeMmy Bhl TakK 071aTOCKJIOHHE! K 3TOM fleBYOHKe Csi0 AHBII3EI?

Bompoc HSHBKH CJIOBO B CJIOBO IIOBTOPHJI YTPEHHMH Bompoc camoii Csio SAHbI3H. MMIepaTpuia
B3moxHysa. Ecnu momymaTth, HaHbKA 2KYH COMPOBOXKIATA €e y2Ke MOYTH COPOK JIET, ¥ OTAeNIaThCs OT
Hee JeXXKYPHEIME OTTOBOPKAMHU OBIII0 HEBO3MOXKHO.

— HsHbKa, JOBOOUIOCH X TeOe CHIBIIIATh O IepepoxKgeHnn nym”

Hsinbka 2KyH uCIyraHHO axHyJja ¥ TOPOIIJIUBO OTJIAfieNlach 110 CTOPOHaM. YOelUBIINCh, YTO BOKPYT HU
[YIIY, OHA HEMHOT'O YCIIOKOUIaCh:

— WmMnepaTpuiia, BeIOUpaiiTe Beipaxkenusi! Jlapaiite OyeM CUUTaTh, UTO CTapas ClIyKaHKa HAYETrOo
He CIIpalnuBania. Bel, JOKHO OBITH, TaK YCTaU, YTO 3ar0BapUBAETECh OT YCTAIOCTH.

Bups takyio peakiuio, iMmepaTpuila mo4yBCTBOBaa TeIIo B rpyau. Eciu Ol He e€ cOOCTBEHHOE
OCJIETIJIEHKE B MIPOILJIOM, Pa3Be cTasia Obl IpefaHHas HIHbKA B CBOM LIECTHAECAT C JIUITHUM
pasnendTh ¢ Hel BCe TSATOTHL ¥ fjaXke MOKOHYUTE C COO0 IOCTIe ee CMEPTH?

— Hsanvka 2KyH, 51 He 6bioch B Openy... — MiMmepaTpuila prBIieKsia HIHbKY OJIMKe U B IeTalsax
noBefiajia O TeX TJIYIOCTSX, KOTOPhle HaTBOPUJIa B IIPOLIION XKU3HU. — £ COBepIIuia CIUIIKOM MHOTO
omu00K, 00uaesna AByX 3aMedaTeNbHEIX neBoueK — LI3b1Bait u Csio Anbi3s. Cnacubo HebecaM 3a
MUJIOCEPAKE: TPOCHYBUINCH OOHAXKIbLI YTPOM, S IIOHSIa, YTO BEPHYJIaCh B TOT CaMBIX OeHb, Korga Cso
AHBI3E TOJIBKO IIOSIBUIIACh BO TBOPIIE.

— HeypusurensHo... — HeynuBuTtenbHO, moyeMy B Te nHU VMnepaTpulia, IPOCHYBILIKUCH IIOCTE
OHEBHOTO CHa, BOPYT NPUHSAJIACH OLYNIEIBATh €€ CO BCEX CTOPOH, UCIIyraHHas, He [IOMepJia JIX U Ta
TOXKe, ¥ paccupammusaia npo Cso Axbu3bl. Torga HAHBKA OyMajia, YTO TOCIoXKe IPUCHUIICS KOIIMap,
1 BOOOpa3uUTh He MOTJIa, YTO BHINAJIO Ha [OJII0 €€ XO3SIUKHU.

HcnreiThiBasi o6rerdyenue, HsiHbKa 2KyH B TO K€ BPEMSI ITPEUCIIONIHUIACh TTyOoYanInero
TpOraTelbHOI0 TpemneTa. Bepa B yX0B U IOTYCTOPOHHME CUJIBI M3[laBHA HAXOAUIacCh IO
CTPOXKAUIIKUM 3ampeToM B guHacTuu LuH. Ecmu 61 00 3TOM CTajlo U3BECTHO, aXKe MaTh rOCYHapCTBa
He cMora Ovl ce0s clacTy — a 3HAuuT, MMIepaTpulla feHCTBUTEILHO CUUTAET €€ CaMbIM OJTU3KUM
YeJI0BEKOM.

Haupka KyH cMaxHyja pyKaBOM CIIe3HL:

— Mos rocmoxa! O TOM, YTO ITPOM3OIIIO CETONHS, HUKOMY ¥ HUKOTa HeJlb3s MPo0aThBaThCS.
Crapas cnyxkaHka OymeT CYMTaTh BCE 3TO JOJITMM CHOM, U faBaiiTe 00Jblle HUKOTa 00 9TOM He
BCIIOMHHATE.



WmnepaTpuila ToKe pacTporajach Io TyOuHs aymud. [0 Ha oCTapeBIyio HAHbKY 2KyH, OHa
MEBICTIEHHO TTOKJIsSiach cebe: TToKa OHa XKUBa, OHA 3allUTUT HIHBKY OT JTI00BIX HEB3TOL,.

)%k

Hsubka 2KyH cTpapana 6eCCOHHUIIEH.

3a OKHOM y2Ke paccBeso, a OHa BCE Bopoyasiach Ha mocTend. Kak Moria oHa GBITh CTOJb KE€CTOKOH,
yTOOBI KOJIOTh UT'OJIKAaMK HEXKHbIe MalbYuKUA MOJIONOM AeBYyIIKU? PacKauBasich B Aylle, HaHbKa XKyH
peluia UCKYIIUTh BUHY MTOCTYIKAMHU.

C HekoTopwIx op Csi0 AHBIZE 3aMeTHUIIa, YTO C HIHBKOM 2KyH TBOPUTCS 4YTO-TO HeNlafgHoe. Ta crana
HEBEPOSITHO YCITyKIIMBOM U MSATKOM, 00JIbllle He 3yAesa Hafl yxoM: OaphlmHsa Csgo AHBI3H, Tak
IIOCTyTaTh He MO0JI0KEHO 110 IIpaBujiaM, BO BpEMs e[bl He TOBOPSAT!

Ons Cso AHBI3E 3TO OBIJI0O HEIPUBLIYHO [0 ykKaca. Korga HsHbKa KyH B CTO BOCHMOM pa3 ofapuia
ee KpOTKOM, O11aroxenaTebHON yIHIOKOM, TEPIIEHNE AEBYIIKY JIOMHYIO:

— Hsubka 2KyH, yMosiio, IepecTaHbTe Ha MeHS Tak yab6aThcs... OT 3TOro XXKyTKOBATO 3HaeTe Jiu!

Hsanpka 2KyH Oblsla cMepTeNnbHO 00MKeHa. '0BOpuTe, ee yiabi0Ka HABOOUT XKyTh? Pa3Be moau He
IOJIKHBI YYBCTBOBaThL ce0s1 Tak, Oy[TO X OBESJIO BECEHHUM BeTepKoM? HsIHbKa OIIyTHIIa TOPHKYIO
o0uy, CKpUBHIIa T'yYORI, @ B I'JIa3aX 3aCThHIIO TaKOe CKOPOHOEe BhIpaXkKeHHe, YTO CTalo ellle
JXKyTKOBaTee.

— Hy... ugupka 2KyH, Csio0 dHb13H COONTHYIA TAIIHETO, HE IPUHUMalTe 0113K0 K cepaiy! Jlydiie
HCIIEKUTE MHE Te caMble TUPOXKHEIE, TOMHUTE? VMIepaTpulla pa3pelinia MHe 3aBTpa BEIOpaThCs U3
[IBOPIIA, Che3MUTh B TPYyII00E HABeCTUTH LI3bIB3M U OCTaIbHBIX. Balllu TUPOXKHEIE CaMble BKYCHBIE Ha
CBETe, 51 XOUY B3SITh UX C COOOM A HUX.

— Cuto MUHYTY, OapHIIIHS, CTapas ClyKaHKa MUTOM BCE cfienaeT! — He IOXKUasiCh OKOHYaHUS
¢bpassl, HIHBKA 2KYH CIIOXHYJIAach C MECTa ¥ BUXPEM IIoJIeTesia Ha Maslyi KyxHio. Pa3 yx LI3eBaii
TOXe MPeICTOUT OTBEHATh YTOIlleHre, OHA MeCHJIa TeCTO C TAaKUM yCepareM, KaKoro He IPOsBIIsIa
NaBHBIM-TTaBHO.

)%k

IBaAIaTEIA JeHb YETBEPTOI'0 JIYHHOT'O MECSIla BhIIA/ICS Ha PEOKOCTb SICHBIM ¥ TIOTOXKUM —
HOeanbHbIHM IeHb I BHIX0[a B TOPOL.

[Tpenskymas ckopyio BcTpeuy ¢ LI3biBai, JIio LronoM u JIio XyH, Csio AHbBI3E IpoBOpOYasnach 6e3
CHa BCIO HOYb U HAyTPO SBUJIACH IPUBETCTBOBATH MMIepaTpully ¢ OTYETIMBEIMU KPyraMy aHhl 10T
rja3aMu.



— IlpuetcTByto Umnepatpuily! — Cs0 AHBIBH YUHHO, II0 BCEM IIPaBHUIaM OTBECUIIA MTOKJIOH. XOTS
elrle BYepa et joHecny, 4yto Cs0 AHBIBH ycepaHo Opaia YPOKU NPUABOPHOTO 3THKETa Y UyHBIOH,
WmnepaTtpuiia He IIpuaana 3TOMy 0co00ro 3HaueHUsI, HO TeTlepPh 9TOT CIOPIIPU3 IIPEB3OIIEN BCE
oXupgaHus. BcmoMuHas IPOITYIo XXKU3Hb, CKOJIBKO XK€ HEPBOB U CUJI CTOUJIO UM C HIHBKOM 2KyH
00y4uTh 3Ty HElloceny MaHepaM!

— Iluts Moe, MMOJHUMAaMCS CKOpee. Ha Tebe Belb €ellle He 3d2KUJIM PAHbBI, He CTOUT YTPY2KOATh cebs
JIMIITHUMU [IEePEMOHUAMHA.

I/IMnepanI/ma IIOCIIENIHO BeJieJla HAAHBbKE }KYH TIOOHATH JEBYIIKY.

— HimmepaTtpuiia, Cso AHBIZHE 3HAET, KaK BEl JOOPH KO MHe. Ho s HU4eromeHbKH He YMel0 ¥ He X0Uy
OOCTABIATH BaM XJIOMOT.

— Kaxkas xe TH 3a00TnIuBas geBouka, — ViMmnepaTpulia moxJjomnana ee 1o pyke. — OTIpaBisach
CEerofHs 3a Ipefesibl ABOpIia, He 3a0yab B3STh ¢ co060l UyHbion 1 MaHuXyH. O6e CITy:KaHKU BIIafeioT
60€eBBEIMU MCKYCCTBAMHU, C HUMHU 5 Oyy CIIOKOIHa 3a Tebs.

— Csi0 dHb13E TpeMHOr0 OyarogapHa MMnepaTpuiie! — cepplie AEBYIIKH CKaI0Ch OT
IIePEeTNoIHIBIINX €€ YyBCTB. Mao Toro, 4To UMnepaTpulla OTIyCTHUIa C Hel CBOUX JIMYHBIX CTapIINX
CIYy2KaHOK, TaK ellle ¥ IPUTOTOBUJIA LIeJIyI0 TOPY ITOapKoB misi obutaTtesned Tpyino0, roe HAIIIoCh
BCE — OT T'OCTUHLEB A1 MaTyIlnku CyHb [0 TaMATHBIX BEIIUI] AJ1s1 MaleHbKOro CSO0XYII3H.

— Hy Haao e, Tl CHOBa IIJIa4Yellb, — I/IMnepanHua TOPOIIJIMBO IIOJHECIIa IITeJIKOBHIM IIJIATOK, YTOORI
BBEITEPETE CJIE3HI C JIMIIA Cs10 AHBII3HL.

— On-én-e1, MiMmepaTpuila, MpocTo MHE TaK He XOUETCS C BaMM pPaccTaBaThCs... — Cs10 AHBU3H C
camoro fgeTcTBa pocnia 6e3 matepu. M xots obutaTenu Tpyio0 OTHOCUIIKCH K Hell IpeKpacHo,
VimmepaTpuila u3nydasa Takoe Temno... byos y Hee coOCTBeHHAsT MaTYIIIKa, OHA HaBepHsIKa Oblyia ObI
TaKoOH Xe HexXHOou!

WmMmnepatpuria 1ackoBo npuxasa K cebe IeBYIIKY:

— Ecmu Tak He X04eTCsl CO MHOM PacCTaBaThCs, IToYallle HaBellail MeHs BO IBOPIIE, JOTOBOPHUIIUCH?

— Mrm-mMrm! — Csio SHBI3H IPOCTHO 3aKWBana. B KoHIe KOHIOB, LI3kIB31 BCE paBHO coOMpanach BO
IOBOPEIIl, a OHU C Hel Takue ONMM3Kue MOOPYyTH — HeYXKeNU Ta 3allPeTUT el HaBellaTh MiMmepaTpuiry?

— Hy Bcé€, BpeMs He xpaeT. UyHbioi, MaHUXKYH, COIPOBOX/aiTe OapHIIITHIO 3a BOPOTa U
BO3BpalllaliTECh 3aCBETIIO.

[Tokunys [IBopern; Kynuunurys, Csio IHBI3E CliepBa HEMHOTO ITOTPYCTHENA, HO CTOUJIO el OYYTUTHCS B
HOBOMH, SIPKOM 00CTaHOBKe, KaK OHa TyT e IIPeBpaTUjIach B COYIIEHHYIO C IPUBSI3U YTKY —



3acKakajia BO BCe CTOPOHBI, TO U [eJI0 Harubasch, YTOOH IOTPOTraTh UJIK PaCCMOTPETh OUYepPeqHou
KYCT WX CTaTylo. [locnenHre JHU OHa MpoBesa Aubo Jiexka, 6o CUAs Ha KPoBaTH, da U
HWMnepaTtpulia He pa3pellasa el mokugaTh npegensl [Isopua KyHauHryH. Cerogus xe Cg0 AHBIBE
YyBCTBOBasa cebsi MUKUM kKepeb1loM, COpBaBIIMMCS C yAuI. UyHbIoN 1 MaHYKyH HE CMeu
paccnabuThCs HU Ha CEKYHAY, CMePTeIbHO 00SCh, YTO UX IOHONeYHas 10 HEOCTOPOKHOCTH 3afieHeT
KOT'0-TO U3 BHICOKOTIOCTaBJIEHHBIX 0CO0.

— Onu, Yynstor, ManuxyH, ckopee ctoga! [IocMOTpuTe Ha 3TUX KaMEHHEIX JIbBOB, KaKue Xe OHU
OTpOMHBEIe! — BOCTOPKEHHO 3aBonuia Cgo AHbI3E, nonberas K CKyJIbIType U IPUHUMASACh TJIalUTh
TPaHUTHYIO JIally, Ipu 3ToM 60pMoyYa o7 Hoc: — [lornaguins JIbBUHYIO TOJI0BY — He I03Haelb Oef
OTHBIHE U BIIPENb; IOTIaguIllh JIbBUHBEIN KPYIl — HU 3a 4TO He 3aboseeis! Ckopee ciofa, YyHbIOH,
MaHuxkyH, TaBalTe BMeCTe norjiagum!

OHa monelTanach CXBaTUTH [E€BYIIEK 3a PYKH, HO B 00eUX JIaI0HSX y CIIy2KaHOK OBLIO IO TAKEeTou
KOP3WHKE C MMoflapKaMu, Tak 4To Cs10 FHBI3H IPHUILIOCh OTCTYIIUTh.

— On, auna! CKonbKo ke 30ech aull! OHU BEUIOXKEHE! y30POM B BHUJIE LIBETOB U IITUL]! — BHUMaHNe
Cs10 fAHBII3B MTHOBEHHO NePeKJIt0YniIock. OHa BIPUIIPHIKKY ITOHECIAach BIEPeT, ITIOJTHOCTHIO
BEIOPOCHB 13 T'OJIOBH BCe HacTaBeHUsl MMIepaTpullbl ¥ HIHBKY 2KyH.

— Baprimnsg, noMmennenHee! Baiu paHbl Bedp elne He 3axunu! — Csg0 AHBLU3E MYaiach BIlepeau Tak
P€e3B0, UTO MTHOBEHHO OCTaBuJjla YyHblOM U MaH4YXKyH JajeKko Io3agu.

nu TYT CIIY4YHUIJIOCE UMEHHO TO, 9€Tr0 OHHU TAK OIIaCaJIUCh.

— Au!

113u Yk1usH KaK pa3 0XKuBJIEeHHO OecemoBal Ha xony ¢ FOHIU 1 BaHbI[3eMUHOM, KaK BOPYT U3
HUOTKY[a BRICKOYMIIAa PacTePsIHHAS OeBYOHKA U Bpe3ajach MPSIMO B HETO. Yap BHIIIEN Ha ClIaBy, Aa
TaK, YTO 3aHBLIIA pebpa — CHia Y 3TOM AEeBUIIbI OKa3alaCh HEUTYTOYHOM!

YTO ¥ TOBOPUTH, KOTMIa YEJIOBEKY HE BE3ET, OH MOXKET BBIJIETETH ITPOYb OT CTONIKHOBEHUS [JaXKe Cpenu
Oera OHS Ha PoBHOM mopore. L3y YxkuusH notep yimubaeHHOe MJIeY0 U YBUAEN, KaK BHHOBHUIIA
CTOJIKHOBEHHMS OTJIeTella Hasa U, OTYasTHHO OalaHCUPYsT pyKaMu, e[iBa He PyXHYyja Ha 3eMJII0.

Csi0 AHBI3H OT yapa ToXke onemmmna. Koe-Kak ygep:kaB paBHOBECHe, OHA OTKpHLIa I'la3a u
yCTaBUIaCh Ha MPOTUBHUKOB: MTepe[l HEW CTOSTT KaKOK-TO MHOCTPAHEL], TOT CAMbIil TyYHUK, YTO
TIOJICTPEJIUII ee B 3BEPHHIIE, U ellle ONUH He3HaKOMeTl.

— B#I yTO, X0OUTE IO cCTOpOoHAM He risifg?! YyTs ¢ Hor MeHs He cOunu! — Csi0 AHBIBE pelIua
aTakKOBaTh IIEPBOM.

— IMocnymaii-ka, Kakas 3a6aBHas geBuia! 1 — He risigg? [Jopora BOH Kakas IIMPOKasi, Majio Tebe



MECT, 4YTO JIH, Yero Thl UMEHHO B MOX OOBSTHS JIeTeia? — 31 YKW43H eXUgHO YXMEIJIBHYJICA, €r0
JINIOO BBEIPA2KAJIO (I)OpMeHHOG N30eBaTEeJIbCTBO.

— Jla THL... THL... BOHIOUHH comisk! KTo 9To mo Tebe coxHeT? Heboch ele 3epkaja foMa He BUAET, C
yero MHe 10 Te0e COXHYTh, S YTO, OCJIEIlIa, II0-TBOEMY?

— I1dpd... — BoHbI3EeMUH He yOepKaJiCs U IPBICHYT CO CMEXY.

— ThI, ”HOCTpaHeI, Yero ckamumbcs? CmerHo Tebe, ga? — Csio AHBI3H yIepia PyKu B 00KHU U
MOACTyIuIa K B9HbII3eMUHY, BEICOKO 3apaB MoAO0POHOK, CJIOBHO 3aTUPUCTHIN 60EBOM MeTYX.

— Bepno, YxuusH, baHbII3eMUH, HY-Ka OBICTPO U3BMHUTECH IIepef] OaphIlIHe, — C HalTyCKHBIM
BecenbeM BMeItancs FOHIM, HITasiCh CTIIaAUTh YTIIbL.

— A 11! 3aTkHUCH! TE — Xy2Ke Bcex! TBosg BuHa TyT camasi Oosbiasi! [la ecnu Obl TH He BJIEIIUI MHE
CTpeny IPsIMO B IIJIeY0, Pa3Be IpoJiezxkana Obl S CTOJILKO JHeH IMPUKOBAHHOU K mocTeu? Thl 3HAEIIIh,
YTO 51 YyTh OBIJIO HE ITPEeBPATUIACh B MEPTBYIO NTacTouKy?! — Cs0 AHBI3H IIepeBesia IPOCTHRIN
B3rian Ha HOHIwu.

— IIpotury mpoIeHus... TOTa 5 yMaJl, YTO B KyCTaX IIPS4YeTCs OJIeHb, U 110 omubKe paHu Bac. He
0eCIoKOMTEChH, B CIIEAYIOIINIL pa3 5 YK TOYHO B BaC He IOIafy, — BUHOBATO IIporoBopui FOHIH.
Y3Has, 4To kKu3Hb Cs0 AHBI3E BUCETIa Ha BOJIOCKE, OH JOJITO TeP3aJiCs YIPHI3eHUSIMU COBECTH, 1
OBLT UCKPEeHHE paf BUIETh €€ XKUBOH.

— B cnenytommit pa3?! THl elre ¥ clemyoOmui pas miaHupyu?! Ecnu 6kl He MOSI CYaCTINBAs 3Be3[a,
s 61 y2Ke GecenoBana ¢ bygmoit! Y Boob1ile, ueM 5 moxoxka Ha OJieHsA? Y MeHS 4TOo, OJIeHbs T0JIoBa?
Wnu onenbu pora? Mnu, MoxeT, OI€eHUH XBOCT?!

L3 Yku4sH ¢ ymMuneHneM HabJII0a 3a ee CyeTod U He CMOT COEePXKaTh YIIbIOKH:

— Ha omneHs GaphlliHs U BIIpaBAy HU KalleNIbKU He I0X0Xa. Pa3Be UTO yIIKY... YIIKHA ¥ BaC CAMYI0
MaJIOCTh BHIJAIOT CXOICTBO.

— Yero?! — Csio Aub13et ocronbeHena. K yemy oH BooOIIe KIOHUT?

— IIsatwit mpuHI, 61aropomHselit rocrnogus 13u, Kuonucel banbize! — YyHbiol 1 MaHUYKYH
HaKOHeIl HarHamu 0erysHKy. CUTyalus, IT0X0xXKe, CKIagblBalack CKBepHee Hekyma. O0e CiyKaHKH
o0peyeHHO MMOAYMaJIH, YTO 10 BO3BPAIlleHNH BO JBOPEI] HAaKa3aHUsS UM He MUHOBATB.

— Yynsbioi, MaHYXyH, HAaKOHEL-TO BH nopocnenu! [ToiimeMTe ckopee, Hac KaeT LI3piBan!

— O, GaphImIHs, moroguTe-Ka! Bel Ke Bpe3auch B YesloBeKa U fJjaxke He U3BUHUIIKACH TOIKOM, Kyaa



3TO0 COOPANUCh? — U3[IEBATEIILCKYU YXMBIUISASACH, 1131 UKUY9H CHOBA 3aCTYNIUI €i HOpPOTYy.

— He 3aropaxusay MHe IyTh, 9 yX0XKy! — Cs10 AHBI3E OTTOJIKHYJIA €0 I1JIeY0M U, CXBaTUB UyHbIOU
1 MaHYXyH 3a PyKH, OBICTPHIMU IIaraMy OBUHYJIACH HaJlblle.
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