CnoBa Tan Tao 3acTaBuIM €ro OT CTPaxa IMOKPHIThCS XOJIOOHEIM ITOTOM, HO CUIOEBUINN PSIOM TsSHB
JIumyH rPOMKO paccMesisiCs U, IPOJoJKasi CMesiThCs, o6paTuiics K Yxkacu:

— Tpupnnath TeICSY JIeT Ha3an? Thl YacoM He CBUXHYJICA? EIé TOBOPHUIIH, YTO Mbl KDOMaHbOHIIHL.
KpoMaHBLOHITEI — 3TO IPEBHSIS €BPONEOUIHAS paca, Te caMble OEJTOKOXKYUe U 3eJIeHOTTa3ble JII0Y,
KOTOPBIX ITOKA3bIBAIOT I10 TEJIEBU30PY. A MBI — C XKEJITOM KOXEU U YePHHIMU I'J1a3aMu. [laxke eclu y
TBOMX JIaJIeKUX IIPEIKOB OblJla KPOBHAS MECTh C KDOMAHBbOHIIAMHY, 3Ty MECTh HUKAK HeJIb3s BEIMEIaTh
Ha Hac!

Ykacu HaCMEeUUTUBO GBIPKHYIL:

— HeBaxHo, XeNThe y BaC BOJIOCH WJIX YepHBIE, B HAIIMX T'JIa3ax BCE BbI — KPOMaHbOHIIH, U BCE BHI
— IPOKJIATast TBaphb.

Pa3Be KpOMaHBLOHIIE HE UCTPeOUIIN HeaHOepTaslblieB? B KHUTax BeOb MUIIYT, YTO MPUYUHON
IIOCIIYKUJIMA KJIUMaTA4YeCKNe U3MEeHEeHUs U OCTaHOBKA HeaHePTalbleB B 3BOIIOLMOHHOM Pa3BUTUM?
Ho celtuac pa3meinuisiTh 06 9TOM OBIIO HeKora. JIydias 3aluTa — HamnageHre. Bocmonb30BaBIIKUCh
TeM, 4TO YKacu OTBIJIEKCS Ha Pa3roBop, TaH Tao pe3Ko MOMCKOYMII ¥ C HOXKOM HallepeBec OPoCHuiIcs
KOJIOTh €ro B JKHBOT.

9toT ynap Tad Tao HaHeC CO CKOPOCTHIO ITafaroliei 3Be3bl, HO peakiusa Ykacu okasasach Kyaa
IIPOBOPHEE: YYTh KAUHYBIINCEH B CTOPOHY, OH OJHUM yIapoM KyJlaka 0TOPOCUII HallafaBIiero Ha
HEeCKOJIBKO MeTpOB Ha3al. B 9ToM ymape Taunach Takas 4y[oBHUIHAasA cuiia, 4yTo Tad Tao
IIOYyBCTBOBaJI cebs Tak, OyATo ero coun aBToMoOMIb. K cyacThio, TOT yTOGUI B IIJIEYO0, ¥ K CUACTHIO,
Tan Tao He CTaJ CHUMATh IJIOTHYIO aJIbIIMHUCTCKYI0 KYPTKY, WHAYe KOCTHU BMUT OBl TI€PEJIOMHUJIIUCS.

Ma IlTao u Tsgub JIupyH, yBunes, uto Tan Tao mepemiesn K AelcTBASIM, Toxe Opocunuch Buepefn. OHU
NEeVCTBOBAJIU ClaXkeHHO, YeTKO pPa3fe/IuB POJIM: OOUH C HOXKOM Halle/IN/ICSA Ha JIEBYIO HOTY, a BTOPOU
PUHYJICS Ha IIpaByio Hory Yxkacu. [ToueMy xKe OHM He ObIOT HACMEPTh? 3aMeTuB 9T0, TaH Tao 3a0bin
0 6071, BCKOYHJI C 3eMJIM ¥ BCEM TEeJIOM C HOKOM HAOTMalllb BPe3asics MPsSMO B Tpyab YxkacH.

He npormno u Mraosenus, Kak TsHb JIuayH oTieTen ganeko Ha3an, a Ma Illao ¥ BoBCce pyxHYyJl Ha
3eMJII0, MCTeKas KPOBBIO U3 HOCA U pTa. Buas, Kak ruraHTcKas Hora Ykacu 3aHOCUTCS HaJ TOPJIOM
Ma IlTao, Tan Tao, HaxOAWBIIKUICS B ABYX IIarax OT HUX, B OTYaSHUM B3PEBENT U IIBLIPHYJI CBOM HOX B
IIPOTUBHUKA.

Hox pmoneten nuiib fo nuila YzkacH, Kak TOT C JIETKOCTBIO OTOMJI eT0 B CTOPOHY. OHaKO II0Ka
KJIMHOK jieTenl, TaH Tao yxKe 04yTHCS Mepen BparoM. MHOTOJIETHUY OIBIT YIIMYHAIX APaK IMOACKa3all
eMy: eCJIi TPOTUBHUK IIPEBOCXOOUT TeOs B cCuJie, CliedyeT OUTh M0 ero ciabeiM MectaM. ITycTh
AHATOMMUSI HeaHJIePTabIeB OTIMYAETCS OT OOBIYHOM YeJIOBeUEeCKOM, YSI3BUMbIE TOYKY IIOBCIONY OOHU
U Te Ke — 3aThUIOK, TJIa3a, TOPJIo, Cepflle U Iax.

Tan Tao ObIT 3HAYUTEINIBHO BEIIIE YKaCH, TO3TOMY, CONMM3UBIIKUCH, OH OTHOM PYKOM BLEIHIICS B
BOJIOCHI Bpara ¥ pe3Ko JepHY BHU3, a B APYT'YI0 PYKY BJIOKUII BCIO CHJIY M HAHEC IMPSMOM ymap B
3aThloK. [Tonyuyunocs! CtpairHas 6051b OT CTONIKHOBEHUS KyJlaka C YeperoM 3acTaBuiia ero



CKPUBUTBECSA, HO YCIIEX YAadpa IIPUBEJI €TI0 B OUKUN BOCTOpT. Tenepb 9TOMY YzKacu KOHEIl: eClIi U He
YMDPET, TO 3apa60TaeT COTpsiCeHHEe MO3ra. B sTom BOIIpoce Tan Tao 6wl YBEPEH B cebe — co BpeMeH
AJETCKOI'0 Calia OH ApaJiCda IIOCTOAHHO, U €eIlle He BCTPeYdall YeJI0OBEKa, KOTOprfI 0CTaJICs OBI HeBpeguM
IIoCJIe ero ygapa KyJIaKOM B 3aTHIIIOK.

KakoBo xe OBIJIO ero youBjieHue, Koraa Ykacu He TOJILKO He yIIal, HO ¥ 3a/IUJICS XUXUKaHbeM. [laxe
He IBITasiCh BEICBOOOIUTE BOJIOCH M3 XBaTKK TaH Tao, OH mOXKIAsCs, TOKa TOT OTCMEETCs, U
TTPOM3BEIT:

— Temnocnoxenue Y BaC, KPOMaHBOHIIEB, IIPOCTO HUKYOA HE TOOUTCA. M cun-To KOT HallJlaKall.

Tan Tao ucHbITaN MOTPSICEHKE: 3TOT IEHOK ellle criocobeH roBopuTh?! Hy Torma mepxu elle mapoyuky
ymapos! Crnepymoliire ABa yaapa IOAps TakxkKe He BO3bIMEeNIM HUKAKOro sgderTa — UxkKacu gaxe He
nomaTHycd. Tad Tao yxKe 3aHec pyKy Ojis HOBOTO yhgapa, Kak BAPYT II0OYYBCTBOBAJI, UTO 3alSCThe
PYKH, IepaKaBIllei BOJIOCH], CKaloch TUCKaMu. CrienoM HeBooOpa3uMasi, YyIOBUIIIHAS CHJIa
mom0poCcHiIa BCe eT0 TEI0 B BO3TYX.

[Tpodeccop Ha TEKIUSIX TOBOPUII, YTO HEaHIEePTaIbIbl CUJIbHEI KaK ObIKM, ¥ II0X0XKe, B 3TOM He OBII0
HY Karu mxku! OH BeOb BeCHJI HUKAK He MeHbIIIe CTa TPUAIATH... HET, CTAa COPOKa I3WHEH, a 9TOT
IIIBEIPHYJT €T0 BBEPX, CJIOBHO KAKyI0-TO COJIOMMHKY. K c9acThio, XBaTKY Ha BOJIOCAX OH He pa3xkall, a
TO HEU3BECTHO, Kyya Okl yyeTer.

Bupst, gyto Tan Tao, B3nmeTeB mop Hebeca, He BEIITYCKAET €0 BOJIOCH U3 PYK, YKacH pa3bsIpuics.
OpHOBpPEMEHHO C BpalllaTeNTbHBIM IBUKEHUEM OH CO BCEr0 MaXy yapuyl CBOOOOHOM PYKOU II0 PYKe
Tan Tao. Yoap mpuimesncs IpsiMo 0 JIOKTeBOMY Cru0y ¢ CHIION Iafarollei co cBael TpaMOOBKH.
[Tepen rmaszamu y Tan Tao moTeMHeso OT 60K, MAJbIH, BIENIUBIIAECS B IIEBEJIOPY Bpara, HaKOHeIl
Pas3XkKasuch, ¥ B TOT 2Ke MUT UKacH IIBHIPHYJ €T0 03€Mb C TaKOW KECTOKOCThI0, OyaTo Opocast mycTo
MeIIIOK.

Bonb oT mageHus Ha T'PyOb IIPOH3HJIA Te€JIO C TOJIOBEI JO HOT. Tau Tao nmokasanoch, YTO BCe €ro KOCTHU
Pa30M IIPEeBPaATUIINCE B KPOLIIE€YHEIE OCKOJIKH. Ho =e YCII€JI OH IIePEeBECTH JhIXaHKe, KaK C3aau Ha €ro
3aTHIJIOK OIIYCTHIIACh TsA2XKeJlad HOr'a, U CBEPXY NOHECCsA CBI/IpeHBIﬁ ronoc Yxacu:

— MarTs TBOIO, Ja THl MHE YYTh IIOJITOJIOBEI BOJIOC HE BRIPBAJI, THI...

He ycnen Yxkacu 3aKOHYUTH, KaK BOPYT pa3falics 4el-TO OKPUK:

— BceM OpocuTh opyxKue, MOOHSITH PYKH 3@ TOJIOBY U OITYCTUTHCS Ha KOPTO4YKMU! MHadye OTKpLIBaeM
OTOHB!

T'onoc moHOCHUIICS € TOM CTOPOHEL, KyAa TaH Tao He MOT 3arisiHyTh, HO IIPSIMO IIepeq ero ria3aMu U3
TEMHOTHI 0€CIIYMHO MOSIBUIUCE C IeCITOK OOMIIOB B CHAPSIKEHUH ClielfHa3a U3 oTpafaa [lenbTa ¢
OpyXkKHKeM HamepeBec.



Hac npumnu cnacats? Ho He ycnen Tan Tao TONKOM 0CO3HATH TPOUCXOAdAIiee, Kak Yxkacu
IIOJXBATHUJI €T0 3a IIKKUPKY, BCKHUHYJI Ha BECY U MOMSTHIICS K CaMOMY Kpaio 00pHIBA, SIPOCTHO
BEIKDUKHBAS:

— HukoMy He IOAXO[UTH, & HE TO S ero IIPUKOHYY!

B 9TOT MOMEHT KpemnKuii 3MOPOBSIK COPBAJI C TKila OajaKkiaaBy U MPOTOBOPHII Ha IOMAaHOM KHTaHCKOM
C YYHDOBHUIIHEIM aKIIEHTOM:

— Xouems youBaTh — youBau. Ero cMepTh Hac BooOIIle He BOIHYET.

9T0 XKe TOT caMBIii 60POAATHIN MHOCTPaHell, KOTOPHIHM Ha BepIIrHe NTHUKa MBITaICS 3aTallluTh ero B
BeprosieT! CYyKUH CHIH, [ja B HeM Xe HU KallJId YeJIoBe4yHOCTH HeT! YepT no0epH, ecnu OH 4yLoM
BBIXKMBET, TO CYETOB C 3TUM TUIIOM He 3aKpoeT! M noka Tan Tao MBEICIEHHO BHIHAIIMBAJL 3Ty 3I00HYIO
KJIATBY, UXKacu CHOBa 3a0palt:

— He nopxogute moka, oTcTynuTe Ha3ap! [JaliTe MHe BpeMs IOAyMaTh!

Bopomayu mpourHOpUpoBas ero TpeboBaHue ¥, MPOHoyIKas HaflBUTaThCS LIaroM, 6pocust:

— ITomyMaelb, IPUKOHYUTE YeJl0BeKa — Yero TYT Pa3BOAUTH IIyCThle pa3roBOPHI? Xouellb, 1 Tebe
omMory?

Ykacu yKe OTCTYIHII K Kpalo ITPOIacTH, U Hafl YXOM TPSIHYI ero 0e3yMHBIN KPUK:

— Bce BHI, KPOMAaHBOHIIEIL, XKIUTE paCI'IJ'IaTbI!

C aTuMu clToBaMu OH, He BhImycKast Tan Tao u3 pyK, CUraHyl BHU3 C 0OPHIBA.

T'onoc 6opogaya mpope3as BO3AyX, TOHECSICh Ha aHTTTUHCKOM:

— BricTpo K mogHOXKMIO 00pEiBa! O6s3aTEIBHO CIIACUTE TOT'0, KTO B THOETCKOM Xajarte!

Y TaH Tao, nmeTeBIIero cTpemMrias B 6e3nHe, cepflle pyXHYJ0 B IATKYA. OT BEPIINHEL yTeca JOHU3Y
651710 MOOPHIX HECKOIBKO COTEH METPOB, a BHU3Y — CIUIOIIHOM KaMeHb. Ha 9TOM ero meceHka u
creTa. X0Ts BO3BpalllaTLCA K [IPaoTLaM IPEfCTOAIIO YKe Yyepe3 CEKYHAY, YCIIbIIaB PEIIUKY
6opomaya, OH B IPOCTH efiBa He ociern. CoOpaB moCyiefHUEe KPOXU CHUJI, TapeHb B3peBes BO BCIO MOYb:

— Ax THI G0poaTasi TBaph, S TBOIO Ma...

[TocnengHue croBa 3aTEPSJIACH B BO3AyXe, IOTOMY 4TO TaH Tao ¢ CUI0od MeTeopuTa PyXHYJI Ha 3eMJII0.



KocTu B 0OMHO MTHOBEHHE PACCEHITIQJIMCh B IIPaX, ¥ €My II0KA3aJIOCh, YTO ThICAYHN CTAJIBHBIX UI'JI
OOHOBPEMEHHO IIPOH3UJIN €TI0 BHYTPEHHOCTH. Bonu on YZXKe He 9yBCTBOBAJI, HO CO3HaHUE
CTPEMHUTEJIbHO yracalio. Bce Teno oremerno, Imepepn ria3aMu CTOsJIa cepasi IIejieHa, U IocjiegHee, 4To
OH CMOT" OINYTUTH — KakK U3 ymeﬁ, HOCa U pPTa mo6ekajio 9YTo-TO TEIIoe.

CKONBbKO BpeMeHU MUHYJI0 — Henu3BeCTHO. OH OYHYJICS, OTTISIAENICS [0 CTOPOHAM U C YOUBIEHUEM
00HApPYKHUJI, YTO 0OCTAaHOBKA BOKPYT 0 60/ 3HAKOMA: TUCbMEHHBIN CTOJI, CTYJI, CEPO-2KEJIThe CTEHEI
Y ero JII0OMMBIH OIPOMHBIM IIOCTEP C IPKHUM KPYITHBEIM IIJITaHOM TOTO MOMEHTA, Korfa TaicoH
BIlenuiics 3y6amu B yxo Xonuduima BO BpeMs ux 604.

Pa3Be oH He pa30uiICcs HaCMepPTh TaM, mmox 0OpsiBoM? [ToueMy oH CHOBa moma? Het, oH ompeeneHHO
MepTB. Celiyac OH YyBCTBOBAJ ce0si HEBECOMEIM, CJIOBHO ITOJIHIM U3HYTPU — COBCEM He TakK, Kak
00BIYHO. Jtou TOBOPST, YTO ITOCJIE CMEPTH AYIIXM BO3BPAIIAOTCS OMOM, YTOOH B3TJISHYTh Ha
ponHble MecTa. [ToxoxKe, ¢ HUM ITPOU3OIIIO TO XkKe caMoe. TOJIbKO IMoAyMaTh: myTh U3 TubeTa Ha
CeBepo-BocToK [y TOKOWHUKA BHIAAJICS HEOIMM3KIUM.

U xaxuM ke o6pa3oM oH BepHYJCca? JleTen mo Bo3nyxy? Ho mouyemy B maMsaTH He 0CTalOCh HU
eouHoro 0OpEIBKa foporu? Heyxkenu moka He IePeCTYIUIIb IOPOT POIHOTO [0Ma, HUYero BOKPYT He
BUAULIL? ECnu Tak, TO y MUpa MEPTBEIX U IIPaBfia IOPSAIKOB He CUeCTh!

[Toka OH Pa3MHIIIISII 00 9TOM, XJIOIHYJIa BXOJHAS OBEePb, U B KOMHATY BOIIIa MaTh C HECKOJIbKUMU
KOMIIJIEKTaMU OfleXK bl B pyKax. Tan Tao mocMOTpesn Ha ee TIOCeMeBIINe BUCKH, U Y HET0 BHE3aITHO
3aleMuI0 B HOCy. PomuTeNny BOCIIMTHIBAIN €TI0 OJHOTO, XKuK OemHo, 00a moTepsiiu padoTy u
ropOaTuUNKCh Ha YyXKuX moppaboTkax, YToO JaTh eMy ob6pa3oBaHue. OH Tak IJIaHUPOBAI
0TO/TaromapuTh WX 3@ BCE IOCTIe OKOHYAHUSI UHCTUTYTA, HO TEIIePb 3TOMY, II0X0XKe, HE ObIBATE.

MarTh nprHecsa Te Bellly, YTO OH OCTaBIISAN AoMa. BuauMo, peluina CHOBa mepecTupaTh ux. TaH Tao
3HaJI, YTO IIOMelllaHHas Ha YMCTOTEe MaMa He BHIHOCHIIA U IBIJIMHKY Ha OfeXe: CTOUJIO Bellll
3anexaTthCs B IKady, KaK OHa TYT XKe 3aTeBajla CTUPKY. UTO XKe CTaHeT C HUMHU, KOTrfia OHU y3HAKT O
ero cMeptu? O6 3TOM [axe OyMaTh OBLJIO CTPAIITHO.

OxBauyeHHBIM TOCKOW, OH BAPYT YBUAEN, KaK MaTh BHIIBUHYJIA U3 ITKada 30HT, ¥ YCIIHIIIIA ee CJI0Ba:

— Yero pasnernach, Cro3apaHKy Bansemmbcs? Cxoqu pa30yau CBOET0 OQHOKYPCHUKA, MTyCTh CATUTCS
3aBTpPaKaTh. MEI C TBOMM OTIIOM CETOIOHSI Ha CBEPXYPOUYHbIe, BEPHEMCS 0UeHb IO30HO. [[eHbrU JexXaT
Ha MIPUBEIYHOM MECTe, IIPUTOTOBLTE €y CaMH.

C 3TMM CJIOBaMH OHA TOPOIIIIUBO BEIOETJIa U3 KBAapPTHPHI.

Tan Tao octonbenen. Yro mpoucxonut? Heyxemnu on xus?! C ycunuem ymunHyB cebs, oH
noyyBcTBoBaJ 601b. Ho 607k 6051sIMY, @ TEJI0 0CTaBajIoCh TAKUM K€ HEBECOMEIM U IyCThIM. Kak
TaK0e BO3MOXKHO?

I oOpaBuIKCh OO 3epKaja, OH C U3yMIeHHeM 00HAPYXKUII, YTO OTPaKeHUEe B HEM [I€HCTBUTEIIHHO €CTb.



CTouyo eMy TIOIIEBETUTHCS, KaK 3ePKaJIbHbIM IBOWHUK IIOBTOPSI KaXkmoe ABuKeHue. ['0BOPSAT, UTO y
IPU3PaKOB HET TEHU U OTPAXKEHUs, a pa3 OH OTPaXKaeTcs, 3HAYUT, U BIPSIMb He yMep. Ho Kak Takoe
BO3MOXKHO II0CJIe TTafleHus C BHICOTHL B HECKOJIBKO COTeH MeTpoB? Omymienue, 0yaTo Te0si pa3Ma3saio
10 3eMJIe JIETIeIKOM, Bce ellle OBIJI0 CBEXKO B MaMATH. [laxe ecyiu Obl OH YyJOoM He IOTu0, ceityac emMy
1oJiarajoch OBl JieKaTh B 00JIbHHUIIE, 3aBEPHYTOMY B OMHTHI, KaK MyMusi. HeyKenu BCé CITyumBIIeecs
— JIALIb COH?

Jlomas royI0By Hafl pa3rafkou ¥ HUYero He IIOHUMaSs, OH [IOCTOSJI B paCTePSAHHOCTH [1apy MUHYT, a
3aTeM I[epeBel B3IJIA Ha CTOSBIINE Ha CTOJIe COEBOE MOJIOKO U ITaJIOYKU U3 TecTa. TOYHO, YXOn4,
MaMa yIIOMsHYJIa, YTO y HUX JoMa F'OCTUTh ero COKypcHUK! [Ipu sToi Meiciu B rpyau TaH Tao
BCKHUIIeJIa IpoCcTh. Kakou emle ogHOKYpCHUK? He nnaue kak Ma Illao unu Tsanas Jluays! [IpocHyBIIMCH
CEKYHMY Ha3afl, OH HUKOT0 He 06HapyXKU/I B CBOEM KOMHATe, 3HA4YUT, Te 3aBaJIUIUCh CIIaTh B KOMHATY
ponutesnen. KBapTupa-T0 y HUX — ABYXKOMHAaTHas, Ja C KPOIIeYHOU IIpuxoxei. Ecinu Te gBoe
3aHUMaJIu PONUTETIbCKYIO CIIalIbHIO, TO I'ie Xe CllaTh OTLY ¢ MaTepbio? TBOIO MaThk, [0 Yero xe
0ecCcoBeCTHBIE 9TU COPBAHIIE!

C pyraTenscTBaMu Ha ycTax TaH Tao IIarHya B POOUTENbCKYI0 KOMHATY — HO TaM HUKOTO He
0Ka3aJsioCh. 3aMEeTHUB 3TO, OH OMELINJI, TH[ATEIbHO OCMOTPENT KaXKAbIM YTOMI U JIUIIh TOTHa Pa3risaaen
Iapy HOT, TOPYaBIIMX M3-3a KOJIBIXaBIIEHCsI OT CKBO3HSKA 3aHaBecKu. [Ja 4Tob Tebs 3a HOTy!
CropsTarncs 3a ITopaMu, fyMaelllb, g Te0s He OTIIYILIIO?

PBaHYB BIIepen, OH COEPHYII 3aHABECKY U 3aHeC KYJIaK OJId YAdpad, HO B TOT 2k€ MUT KYJIdK 3dCThIJI Ha
IIONIYyTH, a CaM OH OKaM€He OT y2Kaca.
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