CroBHO TOHKAa MejieHa YepHOro TyMaHa MeJIeHHO pacIojl3anach BOKPYT 3aMKa. Pa3dymeercs, B
TaKyI0 TEMHYI0 HOYb HUKTO HE MOT 9TOI'0 3aMeTUTh, u Tpoe — bo60u Ammu, Kapona [Ixun u HaHcu
baipoH — uCKIIO4YeHuEeM He CTall.

B 3TOT MOMEHT OHH y2Ke BOIIIM B TJIaBHBIN 3aJl 3aMKa. [Tlocpenu moMeIleHus CTOSI ITIOKPBITHIH
TOJICTHIM CJI0€M TIBITH 00€EeHHBIN CTOI.

— BrI yT0-HUOYIb YYBCTBYyETE? — HEOXKUOAHHO cIipocun bo6ou Anmu.

— Apgmu, 4To ¢ ToO0#? TH YTO-TO ITOYYBCTBOBaN? — 00eCIIOKOEHHO cripocuiia Hancu BaitpoH,
3aMeTUB CTpPaHHOE BBIpaXkKeHUe Ha ero Julle.

— Pa3Be BH He omryiaeTe? MHe KaxkeTcs, Oy[ITO KaKasg-TO JiefisiHas U 37I0Belas I IPoHKU3ala Moe
TeJI0, — KYTKUM T'OJI0OCOM IIPOU3HEC AMIJIH.

— IlocMoTpuTe, 3TO 4TO ele Takoe? — Kaporsa [[>KUH yKa3ajl Ha CTOSIBIINK Y CTEHEI 3ajla YePHBIU
IIePEBEPHYTHIA KPECT U CIIPOCHII.

— O 60xe Mo, 3T0 ke 3emsis [TpoKIaTHl, HaM HYKHO yOUpaThCs 0Tciomal — B y2Kace BOCKIUKHYIA
Hsucu Baiipos.

— I'mapguTe, 4TO 4 HallleJI, XOpoIuas Belllb! — AMu MofoLes K NOOHOXKI0 YePHOTO KpecTa U ITOTHSI
OTTy[Ha IIUT, Ha JINIIEBOM CTOPOHE KOTOPOTO OBLI BRIPE3aH YeJI0BEYECKUN Yepell.

— He Tporaii ero, HeMenyieHHO TON0XKHU! — B oguH ronoc KpukHynu Kapona [Ixuna u Hancu BaiipoH.

Ho 65n1110 YXKe IIO30HO. B ToT caMplit MuT, KOrga AQOIK IOTHSII IITUT, 110 BCEMY 3aMKy BHE3AITHO
IIOTHSIJICS 37IOBEITHUMN BUXDPE, U IIPOH3UTEJIbHBIE BOIIJIM 3AlIOJIHAJIX BECH 3all. B BO3OyXe BO3HHUKIIO
HECKOJIBKO CMYTHBIX YE€JIOBEYECKUX CUIIYI3TOB.

— [Ipuspaku! bexum! — 3akpudana Hancu Baupos.

HeckombK0 IpH3paKoB C IPOH3UTEIFHEIM CBUCTOM Opocuirch Ha HuX. Kapomna [IxuH u HaHcH
BalipoH T0BKO OTIPHITHYJIM B CTOPOHEI, M30exKaB IIepBoi aTaku, HO bo06u Amiu, CTOSIBIIEMY I103aiK
HUX, TIOBE3JI0 Ky[a MeHblle. [IoHuMas1, 4T0 YKIOHUTHCS HEKy[a, OH MOJIHUEHOCHO BEIXEPHYJI ITapHbIe
MeYH U3-3a CIUHHI.

— Buxpesou ykon! — B3peBes Annu.

O6a KJIMHKA 03apUJILCh MOJIOUHO-0e/ThIM CBeYEHUEM, TPEBPATUBILUCE B YEPENY CMEPTOHOCHBIX
0TOJIECKOB, ¥ BOH3UJIUChH B JIETSIIUX IIPSIMO Ha HETO MPU3pakoB. Pa3gasncs mpoH3UTEeNbHBIN BU3T —
IIPU3pakK, CTOJIKHYBIIMICS C OCTPHEM Meda, MTHOBEHHO PaCTBOPUIICS B Bo3ayxe. OIHAKO UMITYJIbC



aTaku AQIK UCCSK, a CIIedOBaBIIIKeE 110 HIITaM OyXH sICHO OaJIn eMy IIOHATH, KaK O/IM30K OH K CMEepTH.

— Y6wupaiics ¢ moporu! — Kaposna [[:KMH OQHAM MOIIHBEIM TOJTYKOM OTOPOCUIT AI/IM B CTOPOHY U
IIPUHSI yAap Ha cebs.

Ero monyTOpHBIM MeY BCIIBIXHYJT OCEMUTEIbHEIM CBeTOM. OIHUM B3MaXOM OH BBIITYCTHUII
TI0JTyTOPaMETPOBHI CTYCTOK LIM, KOTOPBIY pa3pyOusl HeCKOJIbKUX IIPU3PaKOB II0I0JIaM, U Te pacTasiiiu
B IIyCTOTE.

— HpOpHBaeMCH! — Kapona IIKWH IOOXBaTUI yIIaBIIE€Tr0 Ha 3€MIII0 Annu u 6pOCI/IHCH K BBIXOY M3
3aJIhl.

B 9TOT MOMEHT CO BCceX CTOPOH Pa3aalInCh O6ecuncnennrle Bonnu. Ecmu OKHHYTH B3TIsA0M
IIPOCTPAHCTBO, Ka3aJIOCh, 9TO OecurClIeHHbIe IIpU3paKu ‘-IepHOIZ BOJTHOM 3aTOIISIOT BECH 3al.

— IIpoknsaTee! OTKyHa 34€Ch CTOJIBKO IPU3PaKOB?! — B ITaHUKE 3aBONUI ALJIH.

YcnwiaB ero, Haucu baiipoH BeIpyranace:

— Tow1 mpocTo upuot! KTo mpocun Te0s xBaTaTh 3TOT MUT? HUKaKMX 371eMEHTAPHBIX ITPABUIT
6e3omacuHocTu! Heyxemnu TH Jaxe He y3Hall CBSILIEHHYIO PEJIUKBUIO KilaHa HexXutu — ut Hexuru?
Bosomuun cebs repoem, fymas, CMOXKEIIb ee UCI0JIb30BaTh?!

— XBatut crioputh! JJaBaiiTe cHauana BeIbepeMcs 0oTciofa, ynacu Hac bor! — o6opsan ux Kapona
TIXuH.

C 6ombIIuM TPYOOM MM YOAJIOCh BRICKOYHUTE M3 I'JIABHOT'O 3dJId, HO TYT OHH IIOHAJIN, YTO HAIIPOYhb
IIOTEePAIn OOPOTY Ha3aAd — BOKDYT IIPOCTHUPAJIACH JIUIIb HEIIPOTJIAOHAA ThbMa.

— Bon Tam HeOonblIasg KaMeHHas XUXKKHA, JaBaliTe OTCTyIUM Tyna. [lyMaio, BCero yepe3 HeCKOJIbKO
YacoB PACCBETET, a KaK TOJIbKO B30UOET COJIHIIE, MBI CMOXKeEM YUTH, — npensnoxun Kapona [IxuH.

He Tepsist BpeMeHH, OHU OLICTPO YKPBIIHCh B KAMEHHOM JIOMHUKE.

)%k

— Kakas cerogHs mpekpacHas moroga! Bepro Benn, Hio O9p? — Crou LI3sHb BRITTISAIEN TOBOILHO
CaMOIOBOILHO U ONYXOTBOPeHHO. Ha (poHe OTIMYHOIr0 HaCcTPOeHUsI OH COBepIIeHHO 3a0niy, 4yTo Hio
9p — BCero JUIIL TPU3BAHHBIN COMIAT, Y KOTOPOT'0 HET COOCTBEHHOTO HE3aBUCHMOTI'O pa3yMa, 1
KpOMe KaK CpaXaTbCs, 3TU CO3[MaHusd HUYeTro He CMBICTIAT.



B aTtotr momeHT pa3eguuk Hio CaHb IarHyn Buepeq C JOKIagoM:

— Bnepe;m 06Hapy>KeH 3aMOK, HO K3-3ad I'YyCTOI'0 TyYMaHa TOJIKOM HHUYEro He Pa3riiangeTh.

Crout 1I3s1Hb TpOGOPMOTAI cebe mom HOC:

— Tyman? 3amok? [ToueMy MHE KaXKeTCs, YTO 3TO MeCTO MHE 3HAaKOMO? CXOOUM B3TJITHEM.

— l'ocoguH, 3TO MECTO KpafIHe CTpaHHOG! 3mecs HEeBEPOATHO I'yCTad 3JI0Belllas IH, cobmomanTe
OCTOpO}KHOCTb! — Ilou U coenan HECKOJIBKO 1IaroB Ha3an 1 IIpeaocTeperamiie ImMponu3HecC.

BHe3amHo ¥3 TyMaHa BhIJIeTesa YyenoBedeckas ¢urypa. Lo Y maruyn Bunepeq, 3acioOHUB cOO0M
Crou 11351051, ¥ TPOMOTIJIACHO PSABKHYIL:

— Kto npget?!

YBUpEB CTONMBKO MI0OEl, He3HaKOMKa 3aKpHrdajia BO BECE I'OJIOC:

— Bberure! Ilo3agu npu3paku!

T'onoc siBHO puHaAIexkas xeHmuHe. CleoM 3a Hell B BO3[yXe Tapuil HECKOJIBKO OeCATKOB
IIPU3PaKOB, Ipeciiefyst OeTNITHKY 110 IATaM.

3ameTtusB 970, L1011 Y rpOMKO KPUKHYI:

— Yro eme 3a HeuucTs! ITompobyii-ka MO0 cTpeny!

OH CTpPeMHUTEeNIbHEIM IBUKEHHEM COPBAJI C Iyleda apOasneT. HakoHeYHHUK CTPEsIbl Ka3aiCs YepHOu
ILIPO¥, TIOPOKOAIONIEH KPYKAIIHecs: BOIHE PsIiOU, TIOCTIe Yero MOTHHEHOCHO COpBalach YepHas
BCIIBIIIIKA, CJIOBHO IIPOYEPTHUBINas Hebeca MOIHUS, U TYT XKe Kcue3ia.

[TapuBiIre B BO3OyXe IPU3PaKu B TOT XKe MUT 3aMepiiu Ha MecTe. Cioit L[351Hb TOIBKO XOTeN OBII0
YOUBUTHCS, KaK BOPYT BCe IPU3PaKU Pa30M pacTasijid, CIOBHO TalOIIUi CHET, — Tak, OyATO UX U
BOBCE HMKOTTA He CYIEeCTBOBAJIO.

BribexaBrras XKEeHIIMMHAa TOXK€e 3aCThlJIa Ha MECTEe C IIMMPOKO PA3WMHYTEIM OT U3YMJIEHUA PTOM, a 3aTEM
YMOJIAIOIIE IIPOU3HECIA:

— Ilpomy Bac, criacuTe ABYX MOUX ToBapuinei! OHU 3aCTPSIIM BHYTPH, 51 HE 3HAI0, KUBHI OHU WU
MEPTBEL, BBl MOXKETE MHE ITIOMOYb?



Croit 1I3s7Hb TEM BpeEMeHeM TpuIlen B cebsi, BHYTPEHHE JIUKYS: BOT 3TO Mols! Ho TepsiTh TOI0BY OH
He CTaJl ¥ CIPOCUJI KEHIUHY:

— Yo 3meck BOOOIIE MPOUCXOIUT?

ZKeHmuHa oTBETHUIIA:

— Mesns 30ByT Hancu BaiipoH. Buepa BeuepoMm 51 ¥ BOe MOMX TOBapHIIeX BOLIIU B 9TOT CTapPhIA
3aMOK, 00HapyKU/IU TaM PeIMKBUIO HEKUTH ¥ TIOTPEBOXKUIN CISIINUX AyX0B. BoT u Bce. d oueHb
HaJIel0Ch, UTO BBl IIOMOXKETE MHE BBHITAIIIUTh MOUX COPATHUKOB!

— PenukBusi HeXKUTU? — YCIIBIIIAB 0 cokpoBuiax, Cioii 1[351Hb ax rina3amu 3abnectesn. OH MOCIEIIHO
ckomaHmoBan: — JlagHo! Cracenue nmoel mpestiie Bcero! Lo W, Begu 3a coboii!

— Ectb! — oTo3Bancsa i U.

[TpuxBaTuB c co60# HECKONbKUX CMepTHUKOB CsiHbA3HA, L1011 M yBepeHHEIM IIIaroM JBUHYIICS
BIIEpe[.

[To myTy nomnapanuchk pegkue pa3po3HeHHble npu3paky, Ho Lo U co CmepTHUKaMu CaHbO9HA
BLIYMCTUIIMA OPOTY B Ba CYeTa.

— 910 Ta camas KaMeHHas xuxuHa! — Hancu BaiipoH yka3ana Ha HeOOJbIION JOMUK HEIIONAJIEKY.

Korpga Cioii 1I351Hb 1 ero niofu go0pasuch 0o MecTa, epen HUMH IIpeficTaza XyTKas KapTHUHa:
BHYTPH Bce OBIIO TIEPEBEPHYTO BBEPX MHOM, a Ha IOJTy JIeJKa/Iu [IBa XOJIOMHKIX Teja C IHPOKO
OTKPHITHIMU TJIa3aMHM, Ka3ajI0Ch, 6€3MOIBHO OOBUHSIBIINX HECIIPABEOIMBOCTh HE0EC — OHU YMEePIIH C
OTKPBLITHIMY TJIa3aMHM, TaK ¥ He CMUPUBIIKCH. YBuOeB morubumx, Haucu balipoH Momya ypoHuUIa
Cne3y ¥ IpolemnTana:

— Kapona [IxuH, AOnu, CouTe CIIOKOUHO...

Opuaxko y Croit L[3sHs He OBIII0 HU MaJenIero XelaHus IPosSBIsATh HEKHOCTD K Iavuyllel fame, 1
OH Cpas3y IepelIen K geny:

— 'me Ta PEIINKBUA HEXKUTH, O KOTOpOI;I THI T‘OBOpI/IJ'Ia?

— B rimaBHOM 3aine 3amka. [1of TeM MPOKISTEIM Y€PHBIM KPecToM... O, KCTaTH, eCTh ellle KOe-4To.
[Tepen TeM Kak BOUTHU B 3aMOK, HaC IIpeAyIpenns KaKou-TO 3araflOYHbII YeJI0BEK, BeJlesl He 3aX00UTh
BHYTPb, HO MHI €T0 He MOCAylllaau, — OTBeTUIa HaucH.



— 3aueM BB BOOOIIIE CIofa SIBUINCE? — MONBITEBasICs Cioi 113gHE.

— Mz — HaémHuKY u3 ['opoga Cutu. [Tonyunnu 3afaHue: oTeICKaTh B Jlecy CHeXXHBIX PaBHUH
CTPAHCTBYIOIIETO XKpella, KOTOPHIM 00bSIBUIICS B 3MEIIHUX KpasxX. Mbl U PeiCTaBUTh HE MOTJIH, YTO
CTOJIKHEMCS C TaKUM KOIIMapoM, — TMosicHuIa Haucu.

Cnymas ee, Croit 1I351Hb MBICTIEHHO YCMEXHYJICS: HeYyKeJHu X 3aJaHueM ObIJI0 pa3biCKaTh UMEHHO
ero? OH 3afan clegyrIui BOIPOC:

— 3ayeM BaM MOHALOOUIICS 3TOT CTPAHCTBYIOIIUY XKpel?

— 4 TouHO He 3HAl0, HO B IIpUKa3€e TOBOPUJIOCh YTOBOPUTH XKpella IPUCATHYTh Ha BepHOCTh ['opoxy
Cutu. Ecnu XKe OH 0TKaXkeTCs — YHUUTOXUTH U IPUBE3TH €T0 BOMHCKUE focrexu oOpaTHo B ['opon
CuTtu. BripoueM, 3TO HUKaKOX He CeKpeT. XOTs Halll AnbsHC JItogel Ha CIoBax BHITISOUT HEBEPOSITHO
CIJIOYEHHBIM, Ha [eJie B HeM I0JIHO TpellrH. Haxopsamuiics Hepaneko ot Hac ['opon ['yaHxyam —
rOpOJ XKPeLoB, OHU BeYHO BpaXAylT ¢ HamuMu Kpectorocuamu u3 ['opoga Cutu. [lymar, UMEHHO
10 3TOM IpHAYMHE HAC U OTIIPAaBUIM Ha IIOUCKYU CTPAHCTBYIOILIETO Xpella, — OTBeTuna HaHcu.

Tombko Temeps Croii LI3siHE HaKOHEIl BO BceM pa3o0parscs. EMy cTao MOHSITHO, TIOYEMY B IIPOLIIOM
CTOJIBKO JTFOJIEN OXOTHJIOCH 3a er0 TOJI0OBOM — TOTMa OH HaWBHO IIOJIarasl, YTO [eJI0 B ero [EeHbrax,
KOTOPEIE IPOOYAMIIN B KOM-TO K JHOCTh, @ 0KAa3aJIoCh, YTO BCIO Oefly HaB/IeK/Ia UMEHHO 3Ta
JTUYHOCTD XKpeta. Kpome Toro, OH Temepb OTUYETIMBO IOHSI ¥ TO CTPAHHOE OTHOIIEHUE K HEMY CO
CTOPOHHI CTApPOCTHI ropoaKa [IyHTuHE, Koraa emle He monyunn Cepare KombeHocta. Bece Kycouku
MO3auK¥ BCTAId Ha CBOM MecTa. Temepb eMy CTOMJIO XOPOIIIeHbKO 00IyMaTh CBO€e HajbHeuee

Ty TEIIeCTBUE B TOPONOK [[yHITUHB.
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