[Taxs X9 mpubbIT Ha OKPAaWHY TOPOJA U, YKPHIBIIKXCH B HOYHON TEHM, TUXO CIIPSTAJICS Ha JepeBe
HelaeKo OT TPYIIIEL JTIofiei. 3aTauB gbIXaHUe M COCPENOTOUMBILUCE, OH CTasl Ha0monaTh 3a
TIPOUCXOISIIUM BHU3Y.

— Marer, Ha30BuCh! MoXkeT, pafiu yBaxKeHUS K TBOMM CTapIIMM HacTaBHUKAM 5 U TOIIaxy Tels, —
IIPOM3HEC IIPEOBOAUTENb, TPY3HBIA MyKUNHA, HU3KUM, YTPOXKAIIIUM TOJI0COM.

— [Tomen TH K 4epTy! Y MeHs HeT HU y4YUTesel, HU KlaHa. XOTUTEe HallaCTh — [aBauTe, IOCMOTPHUM,
Yero Bbl, Ky4YKa MapLIKUBHIX [ICOB, CTOUTE MPOTUB MeHs! — IpOpHIYaa HUIIUHA.

— OtnuuHo! [IpoCcTo OTIMYHO, KaKoU Oep3Kui. [IocMOTpUM, KaK [OJIT0 Thl CMOXKEIIb XOPOXOPUTHCS!
Crapuuii [llecTou, Uou IPOY4YM STOTO IeHKa, — I'JlaBapb HE Pa303JIAJICS, a JIUIIb YCMEXHYJICS U
Opocu B3I Ha CTOSIIETO PSIIOM COPATHUKA.

Kak TOJbKO CJI0BA CTHUXJIH, M3 TOJIIIH BHIIIEIT XyOOUIAaBEIA MyXK4YMHA CPEIHUX JIeT. B3TsaHyB Ha
HUILET0, OH PAaBHOAYLIHO GPOCHIT:

— Mariel, HauuHAH.

— Yepr Onl Bac nobpaj! — BEIpyTasics HULIUK U TYT 2Ke OPOCUIICS BIIepef, LelsCh JIafloHbI0 IIPSIMO B
rpynb Crapiiemy [llectomy. TOT muIlb MPE3PUTEILHO YCMEXHYJICS: OH JIETKO YKJIOHUIICS, JaXe He
TIBITAsICh aTaKOBaTh B OTBET. [I0BTOPUB BHITIA[ HECKOIBKO pa3, HUILIME KaX/bli pa3 BCTpeyart
IyCTOTY.

— JTO0 BCE, Ha YTO THI CIIOCOOEH? — HacMemmuBo cipocun Crapmuit IllecTol, mpomosKas OPa3HUuThb
IIPOTUBHUKA C IIOMOIIbI0 TEXHUKHU JIETKOCTH.

Hab6miomgast 3a aToi crieHo, [IlaHs X9 HEBOJIBHO ITOKAYaJl TOJIOBOM. ITOT TaK Ha3kIBaeMbIN CTapImmit
[ITecroii ObinT Ha ypoBHe PanHew crynenu Ceprl Manoro [JoCTUKeHUs, a HUIINM, CKOpee BCETO,
ToIbKO goctur Coheprl Omyinenns Ly, OcranbHble TPOMUIIEL, CYyAs 110 BCEMY, HAXOAUIUCH IPUMEPHO
Ha TOM XK€ YpOBHE.

Bupst 3Ty BO3HIO, TOX0XKYI0 Ha IeTCKYIO ApaKy, [llanb Xa yxkKe xoTen OBIJIO YITH, KaK BAPYT BCE
M3MeHMNI0Cch. Hului u3man SpoCTHHIM peB, IOJTHOCTBI0 CMEHUB TEXHUKY 605. OH Hadas IBUTAThCS
10 «CEMHU 3Be3[aM», er0 TeJI0 CTajI0 BA3KUM U NOJAT/IUBLIM, KaK y yI'ps, a IIUPOKKe, pa3MallluCThie
OBUAXKEHHUS B COYETaHUM C XUTPHIM LIaroM IIPEBPAaTUNINCh B SPOCTHHIM HaTUCK. CTapimui IllecToii, 1o
TOTO pPacciabaeHHBIN, 0Ka3ajcs 3aCTUTHYT BPACIlJIOX. B MmaHKWKe OH [MOMYCTHII OMIMOKY, U HULIUH, He
CYUTASICh C COOCTBEHHOM KU3HBIO, HAHEC €My COKPYIIUTENIbHEIN yOap B MOSCHUILY.

— A-a! — B3 Crapmuii llecTol, BHIIEBEIBas TYCTYI0 KpoBb. Hulllero xke oTOpocuio Ha3ap
OTBETHHIM BEHIOPOCOM BHYTPEHHEW 9HEPTWH IPOTUBHUKA; OH OTJIETENI B CTOPOHY U 3aTHX, HEU3BECTHO,
JKUB JIU OH BOOOIIIE.

— Crapumi [lecTo#, TH KaK? — oCTalbHEIe OPOCUINCH K HEMY, 00€CTIOKOEHHO CIIpaIIiBasi 0



CaMO4YyBCTBHUH.

— Hwuuero... 3T0T Masen cTpaHHblii. CHayasna Takoi citabak, a I0OTOM BOPYT BIIOZKUII BCIO CHUILY,
3acTan MeHs Bpaciuiox. [TIgHbTe, 4TO ¢ HUM, — CKa3aJl OH, IpUXPaMbIBas K HEIIOOBUXKHOMY Tey.
[Mopowins 6nuxe, Crapmui [llecTol ITHYT HUILETO:

— Oii, BcTaBaii! He nputBopsiica MepTBEIM. YepT BO3bMU, CyMeJl MEHS PaHUTh, HEIJI0X0. — OH IHYyI

ero ellle apy pas, HO HUILIUH He Tofajl IPU3HaKOB KU3HMU.

— Jla HeyxTOo coox? — ynusuica Crapmuu llecToi, npucen u nepeBepHyJ JiexKallero Ha XK1UBOTe
mapHs.

Paspgancs xnomnok BeicTpena — Crapiuuii [llecToll pyxHya 3aMepTBO. A HUIIUK B Ty XK€ CEKYHIY
JIOBKO BCKOYMJI HA HOTY U OPOCHUIICS HayTeK.

— Kyna?! — He ycneB oco3HaTh rubenb TOBapuUllla, rl1aBaph pBaHYJICS B MOr0HI0. CIIyCTS HEKOTOPOe
BpPeMs OH BEPHYJICSA, MpauHee TY4YHu: B IPaBOil pyKe OH Talluj 6e3BOJIBHOIO HUILETO, a B JIEBOU
CXKUMaJl MUCTOJIET.

OH c cuioy MIBEIPHYJI TapHS Ha 3€MJTI0 U, CMa4YHO CIUTIOHYB, BHIPYTa/Cs:

— Troy! [IpokngTeid yOIIOAOK, HAPYIIXTI IIpaBuiia I3sSHXY U IpuMeHun orHecTpen! A Tebs celiuac
TakK OT[eJial0, YTO Thl B3MOJIAIILCA O CMEPTH!

— I'maBaps, IllecToi oTHa KOHITEI! — MOCIIHIIIAICSI CKOPOHEBIN I'0OJIO0C.

— Yro 3HaUYUT oTAAN KOHIE? He MoxkeT ObITh! — OH pacTonkan nofgei u 6pocuics K Teny. CTapmui
[ITecTo nexarsn ¢ 3aKPHITEHIMU TJIa3aMH, JIUI0 ero OBIJI0 MEPTBEHHO-0JIEHEIM, a U3 TPOOUTOM Tpyau
IIPOJOJIXKaJia COYUTHCS KPOBb.

— A-a... Illectout 6paTt! A TebOs uckpoMcaio! — OH OPOCHUII TEJIO TOBapHIla 1 PUHYJICS K HUIIEMY.

— I'maBaps, He ropssyrch! MbI ¢ HUM He Bparu, HO 3TOT Mep3aBell HapyIIui mpaBuia u youn lllectoro
OpaTa, 30ech UTO-TO He Tak, Hy>KHO CHayasla IOMPOCUThL ero, — XJIaAHOKPOBHEIM BTOpoii Gpar
yoepzKas pa3bsipeHHOr 0 riiaBaps.

— Yeprt! [IpuBeguTe €ro B 4yBCTBO, S XOUY BEIpEe3aTh €r0 XKUBbeM! — PSBKHYII I'JIaBapsk.

BTopoii Gpat mopoimes, 1eroHbKO HagaBul Ha TOUKy IIISHBTHH, ¥ HULIUN OTKPHLI I'jIas3a.

— Marely, TH TOHUMAaeIIb ITpaBuia U3gHXY? M crombp30Ba IUCTONET, yOuI Halllero YejoBekKa.
F'oBopu, nouemy?



— Tody! — HULIMH MTIOHYTT €My B JIUI0 X OTBEPHYJICS, HE TPOPOHUB HU CJIOBA.

— AX THL... IO CUX IIOp TaKOM ymnpsiMbiii? He oTBenaenib 601 — He IOMMeIllb, YTO K 4eMy! — OH
IeyCcTBOBAJI MOJTHUEHOCHO, 3a0110KupoBaB Touku I1IaHbI03, [TumMens u 2K9HbUMH. MTHOBEHHO
HakKaTHla AypHOTa, & BHYTPEHHNE OpraHbl IPOH3MIIa 0CTpas 00Jib, CJIOBHO OT YOAPOB MOJIOTA —
HUIIKWY HE MOT faXKe OTKIIOYUTHCS, OCTaBasiCh B CO3HAHWU OT HEBBIHOCUMBIX MyueHui. HabOmiomas 3a
TeM, KaK C ITapHs IPajioM JIbET IIOT ¥ ero Tejo ObeTCs B KOHBYIbCUSX, BTOpoit 6paT exumgHo
paccMesinics:

— Hy kak? HpaBuTtcs? Pacckaxelb BCE KaK eCTh — IOJapuM OLICTPYIO CMepTh!

— Tody... TOUIIK BHL... TIOAOHKHU... I faXKe B 3arPOOHOM MUPE... He IIPOIIY Bac... — IPOXPUTIET
HUIIKY, CTUCHYB 3yOBl OT HECTEPIUMOU 60K U TS Ha HUX BOJIKOM.

— Bpart, Bam He KaxeTcs cTpaHHEIM? [lapeHs aBHO Ha Cdepe Omymenus 1y, a cMOr paHUTH
[ITecToro, ma u BEIIEPKAI OTBETHRIN yap ero BHYTPEeHHeN 3Hepruu 6e3 0coOkIxX mocaeacTeuii? K
TOMY e, He [TI0Ka3aJIKiCh JIM BaM 3HAaKOMBIMU €T0 IIPUeME], KOTJa OH BHE3aIlHO IIepelles B aTaky? —
CIIPOCUJI OOVH U3 MIPUCYTCTBYIOIINX.

— W npaBma, 4TO-TO €CTh... ['Ie Ke MBI 3TO BULIEJIU? — BCE MOTPY3UIUCH B Pa3NyMb4.

— O! Bcnomuwun, 3TO Xe... — BCKpUKHYJ BTopoii Gpart.

— Y10 3T0? — CIIpPOCHII TlIaBapk.

— Crapmmi Opart, mecsaTh JIeT Ha3al, KOToa MBI IIPOBEPHYIIH TO Heliblie B Xy0ae...

— Heyxenu aToT Manel] u3 poga XyaH? BuITh Toro He MoxeT! Pa3Be poq XyaH He ObLT TOTHOCTHIO
BbIpe3aH? — OH IIOCMOTPEJ Ha KopyYalerocsi oT 6011 IieHHWKa, CHSJI OJIOKUPOBKY C TOYEK U
cupocun: — OTBedaii, KeM TebOe nIpuxogurcs XyaH Ys?

— Xa-xa! [llects I'epoeB BetpoB u O6makoB, B, TBapu! Ha3biBaeTe cebs 61aropOgHEIMY T€POSIMH, a
caMU TBOPHUTE TaKoe... YeM MOU OTell IPOBUHUIICS ITepe[ BamMu? Bl BEIpe3au BCI0 MO0 CEMbIO pafu
opHOro Meua 3eneHoro Cussnus! BepHo, 1 eqUHCTBEeHHBIN ChIH XyaH Ya — XyaH Xao! Brl, 3Bepy,

XKOUTe — 3a UCTpebIeHNe MOero pofa, 3a IT030p MOel MaTepH M CECTPHI ST He IPOINY Bac, faxe eciu
CTaHy mpu3pakoM! — 3Has, 4YTO CMepTh Hen30exkHa, XyaH Xao BHIKPUKHYII BCE, UTO HepKaa BHYTPH.

B rnazax rnaBapst 61eCHYI 31I00HBIN CBET:

— Yeprt! He BrIpBamu COPHSIK C KOPHEM — IONIy4unu npobneMsl. Hy u nagHo, caM momancs — He
obeccynb. [lepenail TaM CBOeM MaTEpPH U CECTPe, YTO OHU OBIJIM OUEeHBb faiKe HUYEero. A Temepp —
COOXHU! — OH IOAHSJI PYKY, HaMepeBasiCh pa3MO3XKUTh Yyepell XyaH Xao.

— E1me HeM3BeCTHO, KTO M3 HAC CAOXHET, Yero TaK TOPOMHUIILCI? — pa3malics THEBHEIM T'OJIOC.



I'maBaps llectu 'epoeB BeTpoB u O01aK0B ¢ n3yMieHneM 00HAPYKUJI, YTO €T0 JIaloHb pacceksia
nycToTy. [lepen HUM CTOSITT OOBIYHBIN MOJIOJOM YeJIOBEK, HACTOJILKO 3ayPSAAHBIM, YTO B TOJIE Ha HETO
HUKTO He oOpaTui Obl BHUMaHUs. A XyaH Xao yXke jiexa B CTOpoHe. [I105 Ha CIIOKOMHOE JIUIIO
HE3HAKOMIIa, TJlaBapb BHE3AIIHO OLIYTUII JIEHeHAIUY yXKac.

Bce Illectepo I'epoeB BeTpos u O6aK0B MOHUMAaNU: pa3 Ux rinaBaps Ha Chepe Benukoro
[ocTuxeHUs He 3aMeTHI, Kak XyaH Xao BEIpBaJid U3-M0f ero ygapa, 3Ha4uT, 3TOT YeJIOBEK
HeCpaBHEHHO CUJIbHEee UX. A pa3 0T He3HaKOMIla He UCXOOUJIO HU KallJIi aypsl KyJIbTUBATOPa,
CyIlleCTBOBaJa JIUIIb OfHA BO3MOXKHOCTh: OH OOCTUT COCTOSTHUS BO3BpAIlleHUS K UCTOKaM.

Otum yenoBekoM Ol [Ilanb X3. CKpEIBasiCh Ha IEPEBE, OH MPHUIIEN B IPOCTh, KOTTIa YBUEI, KaK
Xyan Xao KCIonb30Baj NUCTONET. Bripocimuii B ropax, [llans X3 6bIT 10 HAType HOOPHIM U TIOYTH He
CTaJIKABAJICSL C TEMHBIMHU CTOPOHAMU MHUPa, T03TOMY UCII0/Ib30BaHUE OPYKHUS B TOEOUHKE BHI3BAJIO Y
Hero rHeB. Ho, ycirIaB pa3rosop, OH IOHSJT, YTO IIepef HUM Te, KTO KOT[1a-TO YHUYTOXKUTI CEMbIO
XyaH Xao, u ero raeB nepekmounsics Ha [llects 'epoeB BeTpos u O6/1akos.

'epou Betpos u O6/1akoB He CMeJIM AyMaTh JaJbllle — CTPaX ITapaanu30Baj X BOJO K 6opnbe.
['maBaps, Apoxka, MPOU3HEC:

— Crapumuit, 1 ®a1 JIunb u3 Kpenoctu BeTpos u O6akoB. [Tporry mpoiieHus 3a 1ep30cTh. Kak MHe
BeJIn4aTh Bac?

— XM, BbI HEIOCTOUHHI 3HaTh Moe uMs. CKaxXy cpa3y: He B3AyMalTe HU4YEero BEIKAAbIBAaTh. B Moux
rJla3ax BHI He Jy4lle geTel. Pa3gpaxuTe MeHSI — He MOTHYIIACh CTEPETh BaC C JIUIa 3eMJIU, —
3akoHyus IlaHb X9, IOBEPHYJICS, IPUCET PSIOOM C XyaH Xao U, IIPUJIOXKUB JIaJlOHb K TOUYKE
[ITaHbUKYH, Ha4asl IepefaBaTh BHYTPEHHIO S9HEPTHI0, BOCCTAHAB/IMBAS €T0 ITOBPEXAEHHLIE
MepHIUaHBL.

YBueB, 4TO He3HAKOMel] IIOJIHOCTBIO OTKPHIT U [TIOBEPHYT K HUM crnuHol, [llects I'epoeB BeTpos u
O061aK0B IEPETISHYINCh U ODHOBPEMEHHO Hadanu coOMpaTh SHEPTUIO [/ BHE3alIHOU aTaKH.

— COBeTYI-O BaM BeCTH ce0sl TMXO 1 He MCIIHITHIBATH MOE TePIIeHrne, MHa4Y€e 3daKOHYUTE TaK XKe, KakK
Ba IllecTou, — pa3gaics CIOKOMHEIM T'OJI0C, MTHOBEHHO y'6I/IB B HUX BCAKYIO BOJIIO K
COIIPOTUBJIEHUIO.

['epou mepernsgHyINCh U, TOCMOTPeB Ha cnuny lllanb X3, B 6eCCUINy rOPbKO YCMEXHYJIUCE.
[TouyBCTBOBaB, YTO OT MOJIOAOI0 YeJI0BeKa He NCXOOUT YOUMCTBEHHOT0 HaMePEeHNUs, OHU 3aMepiu Ha
MEeCTe, MOJISICh JIUIIb O TOM, YTOOB! BEIKUTD.

XyaH Xa0, CMUPUBILIKCH CO CMEPTHIO, TPOKJIMHAJ JIUIIb CBOIO CI1a00CTh ¥ HETEPIIEIUBOCTh: €CIIH ObI
OH He ToIIesT Ha KOH(MIUKT, a 0K AalICcs MOMEHTa, KOTfla CTaHET CUIbHEE, BCE MOTJIO CITOXKHUTHCS
nHaye. OT 60JIU U SPOCTH OH IIOTEPSJI CO3HAHUE eIlle IO TOTO, KaK JIafloHb IJlaBapsi KOCHYJach €ro.

HewnsBecTHO, CKOJIBKO IIPOIIO BpeMeHH, HO XyaH Xao ITOUyBCTBOBAJI TEILJIO: IIOTOK BHYTPEHHEH
9HEPT'UY MSTKO CTPYHUJICS IO ero MepUAraHaM, BOCCTaHABIMBAS IIOBPEXKIEHHEIE KaHAJIEL.



— Kxe... kxe... nxy! — XyaH Xao Ha4aJ CUJIbHO KAILJIATh U, BHIIIIOHYB CT'YCTOK YEPHOU KPOBY,
puiesn B ceosl.

OrnsgpmeBIInCh, OH B HEIOYMEeHUH CIIPOCHII:

— 4 He ymep?

— Co MHOM TH He YMpPEIb. Celtyac BCE B IopsigKe, HEMHOI'O OTOOXHEIIb — M IIOJTHOCTBIO
IIOIIPAaBUIIIECA, — OTBETHII CIIOKOMHBIN T'OJIOC.

— 3970 TH cnlac MeHA? — XyaH Xao ¢ COMHeHueM nocMoTpen Ha [llans X3, HO TYT XKe 3aMeTHUJsI 103afu
[Iects 'epoeB BeTpoB u O61makoB. OH MOMBITANCS BCKOYUTD, IPOCTHO 3aKpuyaB: — A-a! B, mmectepo
TBapeu, s BaC YHUYTOXKY!

— YroMoHuCE, B TaKOM COCTOSIHMY THI HUYETO He chellaellb. XyaH Xao, Tak Begb? Paccka3wiBal, 4TO
IIPOU30IIIIO, MOKET, I ¥ 3aCTYILTIOCE 3a Tebs1, — mpousHec [llaub X3, r1gas Ha BO30yXKIEHHOTO
apHS.

— THl... THI 3aCTYIUIILCS 32 MEHSI? — HEIOBEPUYUBO ITEPECIPOCHIT TOT.

— Crapmmit! He cnymaiite ero, on Bpet! Mti, Illects I'epoeB BeTpoB u O671aK0B — YECTHLIE JTIOMH,
KaK MBI MOTJIM COBEPIIUTD ITOm0OHOe 3710f1elicTBO? — mepebun ero Bropoit 6par.

— 3aTkHuch! 4 Tebe He pa3pelan roBOpuUTh, — oTpe3a lllaHb X3, a 3aTeM CHOBa o6paTuics K XyaH
Xao: — Y MeHs Masio BpeMeHu. He X04elrh TOBOPUTH — 5 YX0XKY, pa3dupaiTech cami.
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