¢ HeBONBLHO Kpemnko oOHs ChlKaHs. B camblil pa3rap 3TOT0 PafloCTHOI0 MTHOBEHUSI MHE BAPYT
IT0Ka3aJI0Ch, YETO-TO HE XBaTaeT. [I0TONTABIMINCEH HA MECTE, ST HAKOHEI] BCTIOMHUJI, TPUHSIT
CEePBLE3HBIN BUJ U CIIPOCHIL:

— A rge Osu Unp? [ToyeMy ero He BUOHO?

Ecnu 61 06 9TOM y3Ha/ KTO-TO IIOCTOPOHHMM, fo6pa He Xkau. [Ipexke Bcero, TpymHO ObIIO OB
OTCTOSITh UMIIEPATOPCKOE TOCTOUHCTBO.

— TToka THI BUTas B 00/1aKax, ero yxe 3abpan Kakon-TO MJIaflIni CTpaxXHUK. HaBepHOE, OH yXKe
BEPHYJICS B CBOU IIOKOU, — €T0 IEPCUKOBEIE TJla3a cierka Cy3unuch. — Yto? CTOUIIO0 eMy UCUE3HYTh
Ha MTHOBEHME, KaK THl yXKe 10 HEMY COCKYYHIICS?

CrIxaHb ceitdac... peBHyeT? [la-ma-ma, OH ompenenéHHo peBHyeT! [Jaxke ecnu He PEBHYET, BCE PaBHO
PEBHYET, IIPOCTO 00s13aH PEBHOBATH!

4 npuHT elé 60Jiee CTPOTHY BUJ U C CaMBIM CEePhE3HBIM BHIPaKEHHEM JIUIla OTBETHUII:

— COCKy‘-II/ITBCH — COCKYUYHIJICA, 4 BOT TOCKOBATHL HE 00513aTEJIBHO.

— Thl... — “37aB XOJIOHBIM cMelnoK, ChlzKaHb OTBEPHYJICS ¥ BHIITPOBOAMII MeHS BOH: — [lo3aHeN0
yXKe, IMIIEPATOPCKOMY [Isifie Topa Obl ¥ B TOMECTHE BO3BpAIIATLCS. Y MEHS TYT [efa
rOCYNapCTBEHHOM BaXXHOCTH, TaK YTO IIPOBOXKATh He Oymy.

— Bpems elné paHHee, Kyja CIEIIUTL? — 5 YCTPOUIICS Ha IePEBSIHHOM CTYJie HEIofan€eKy, cam cebe
HaJIWI Yal0 ¥ JIEHWBO MIPHUHSJICS ITOMEIIUBATh IJIaBalolie Ha MIOBEPXHOCTH JIMCTOYKU. — Pa3Be
roCyJlapCTBEHHEIE MOKJIa[bl He UMIIepaTop YuTaeT? [IpaBo CIIOBO, HE 3HAIO YK, Kakue TaM y ChlxKaHAg
BazKHEIE [IeJIa.

CrizkaHb Ha MTHOBeHUE MOTepsiy Aap peuu. OH pe3Ko 00epHYIICS, YCTABUIICS Ha MEHS U, CJIOBHO
BbIpazas HeloBOJIbCTBO, yCeJCsa Ha coceqHee MecTo. Hanum cebGe dalo, B3sJ1 HalIKy B PYKH, HO,
BEPOSITHO, BOBCE He UCITHITHIBAJI JKaXK/Ihl: TAK U epxkKall e€, He [esiast HY TTI0TKa, He MPUryosis, u
XpaHuJ abCOTIOTHOE MOJTYaHUE.

Tak MBI ¥ CUZIeNH, TIOTSTHBAs Yal Yalllka 3a YalllKoM M KopoTas BpeMs, IT0Ka ogHa 6aHKa 0TOOPHOTO
yas He TOJOIIa K KOHIY ¥ He MPUIIIOCh 3aBapuBaTh HOBYI0. COJHIIE HA CHHEBe HeOa, BUIUMO, TOXKE
YTOMUJIOCS, TaK YTO OHO 3aCTEHYMBO CKATUJIOCh 3a 3alajiHbli TOPHU30HT.

— WMnepaTopckull gaas, yKe MO30HO, BO3Bpalljaiicsa-Ka B IOMEeCThe, — TJISIOd Ha 3aKaT, IPOU3HEC
CrIXaHb.

— ITouemy THI BCE €l1I€ 30BUIIL MEHS UMIIePaTOPCKUM asaei? HaswBan MeHs LI3wl Lun. 361 Lun
3BYYUT Ky[a NpusaTHee, yeM gaasd. CaM nogyMau: g0 Oa A0S, KaK-TO 4yKOU COBCEM, — 51 C CaMbIM



CEPhE3HEIM BUOOM BBEIIIPAMMIICH, I/I306pa3I/IB Ha JIMIie IIpenejyIbHYI0 BaXKHOCTh.

— I35l LIuH... — ¢ IBHOM HE0XO0TOM IporoBopul CreizkaHb. Ho, K C9acCThIO, C 3TOTO MOMEHTA, KOrga
psimoM He OBIJIO ITIOCTOPOHHUX, OH CMEHUIT o0paleHue.

— CrIXaHb, — TJISIAS HA 3aKaTHOE COJIHIIE U ITOcepeBIlee He0Oo, 1 CKOPYHUT XKaTo0HYI0 MOPAAIIKY. —
[TocMoTpH, BpeMs-TO Kakoe mmo3gHee. Eciu s ceidyac OTIPaBIIIOCh Ha3al, TO, [TOXKalyu, elle 10
CEepeluHbI IYTU COBCEM CTEMHEET. B 3Takoli TeMHOTe, eCJIi BAPYT BCTPETSTCS NuXHe pa3b0NHUKY,
BOPHI WM KaKasg-HUOyAbh HEYUCTDh C JeMOHaMu, 60I0Ch, ¥ KHU3HU MOei KOHEII.

— Jluxue pa36oiHUKY U BOpHI? [la pa3Be ¢ 00eBBIMU MCKyccTBaMu LI3bI [luHA CTOUT KOTO-TO OOSITHCS?
— W37aB XOJIOJHEIN CMeIoK, ChIzKaHb MIPUIIONHSI OPOBh U apupoBall: — He4uncTh ¥ IeMOHEI?
Ckopee YK THl IIPOCTO HACIYIIA/ICS BCAKUX MlepeBeHCKUX 0aitokK. OTKyga B 9TOM MUPE B3AThCS
BCSIKOM HEUYHCTH?

Bcsikast HEUUCTh U JEMOHEL... S-TO B HUX, KOHEYHO, He BepuJi. [IpocTo MHE HelpeMeHHO HYXKHO OBIIO
HAWTH pemIor, 4To0kl ocTaThCsi! ChIxKaHb, KAaK THI MOT...

Tuxo KalllJIAHYB, 4 HEe OCTABJIAJI IIOIMBITOK OTBICKATE IIOBOO OCTAThCA Ha HOYb:

— Ha camowm piene, CrizkaHb, 5 C MaJIbIX JIeT 60I0Ch TEMHOTEL. BpeMst yKe Mo3pHee, s MOUCTUHE He
OCMEeJIMBAlOCh MMyCKaThCS B HOYHOM Iy Th.

— C KaKuXx 3TO IOp s He CIbIxuBas, 4To6s! 11361 LIuH ¢ meTcTBa 605171CST TEMHOTH? MHTEPECHO, KTO
3TO B IeTCTBE TacCKaJl MEHs MOBCIONY JIOBUTH CBEPYKOB BO BTOPOM dacy Houu? — ChlxKaHb OPOCHIT Ha
MeHS B3TJISI, 3aMETHB, KaK CHUJILHO S OTOPYUIICS M3-3a TOT'0, YTO MOM IPEesIor pa3obiauyuiig, u
B3goxHyN. — JlagHo. 911, KTO TaM! CtymauTe B [TomecThe KHA35 CH U IlepefaiiTe, MOJI, BpeMs
CIIUIIKOM TI03JHEee, UMIIePaTOPCKUM OIS OCTAHETCSI HOUeBaTh y MEHS.

— Cnymmaioch, — ITOYTUTENIBHO OTO3BAJICS CITyTa, pa3BepHYJICS U BeIOekKan u3 BocTouHoro gBOpAa.

— OW, IPUTOTOBBTE [JIT UMIIEPATOPCKOTO OSAU (DIIUTEIb.

YcrnblaB «CIymanch» OT CIyKaHKH, Ta yKe co0paach YIalIuThCs, HO S IOCHEINIHO €€ OCTAHOBUIIL:

— Qnurens HU K 4yeMy. ChlKaHb, S yMalo, MBI BIIOJTHE CMOXK€EM ITOTECHUTHCS Ha OOHOM KPOBATH,
npaBaa?

Cnyctsi MrHOBeHMe ChIXKaHb BCE-TaKK KUBHYJI, U MOE OTYasTHHO KOJIOTUBIIEECS Cepfille HaKOHeI]
YCIIOKOHUIIOCE.

— Boggl. §1 6ymy KymaTthbcst, — OH CHeJIaj may3y U Jo0aBuir: — U st mMIIepaTopCcKOro OSiAU TOXKeE.



Korpma Mel 00a 3aKOHYHIH OMOBEHHS, I C CAMBIM [JOBOJIbHBEIM BUOM HAIPABUIICS B CIAJIBHIO ¥ PYXHYII
Ha IIMPOKYI0 KPOBATh, YCTIAHHYIO MPOCTHIHSMHU C BHIITUTEIMHU 30JI0THIMKM MaJIeHbKUMHU OPaKOHAMH,
KCILITaB BceoOBmeMItIoee 01akeHCTBO.

[Toscronmy BuTas NpUCYIIXAY TONBKO CBIXKAHIO YUCTHIM apoMar...

Moii B3rjisif ynaa Ha YTrOJIOK KHUTH, BHITJIAABIBABIIEX U3-1101 NOAyIIKH. [[o yero xxe CrlxkaHb
yCcepieH, OKa3blBaeTCs, OH YUTAeT JaXe Ieper CHOM!

OmepKUMBINA JTIO0OMBITCTBOM, ST BHITAIIMIT M3-TIOM MOAYIIKY 3Ty KHUTY. CTOMI0O MHE PAaCKPHITh
CTPAHMIIE], KaK TeJI0 MOE 3aMepJIo, a PYKH, JepxkKaBiirue GoIUaHT, ¥ IIJIeYH 3aTPSICIIUCh B
HeynepKKUMOM IIOPHIBE.

— Yro Takoe? THl YTO [€... AeJaelllb... — YTO KMEHHO?

ChIKaHb IPOTAHYJ PYKY U3-3a MOEH CIIMHEL U IIOXJIONaa MeHS 10 Iievy. B KOHIle KOHIIOB S OTI0XKHUJI
B cTopoHy Cka3zaHue o L[3sgHbIuHe ¢ KpacHbix Ki€HOB, 3aMacKupoBaHHOE 1107 00JI0KKY
YeTBepokHUKUSA U [IATUKHUKYUS, U 3aKall POT PYKOH, He B CUJIaX CAepXKaTh PBYLIANUCS HAPYXKY
cMeXx. Bompoc elré He ycmen copBaThCs C ero ryo, Kak nuijo ChizKaHS OT MOET0 X0X0Ta MTOMpPaYHeso
nyuie npexHero. OH BEIXBATHII Y MeHS U3 PYK Ouorpaduio Mactepa 60€BhIX UCKYCCTB, U3all
XOJIOOHBIY CMEIIOK ¥, 00JTaYeHHHBIN JIUIIb B HUXKHIOI COPOYKY, JIET HAa KPOBATh CIIMHOM KO MHE,
HaAOTpPe3 0TKA3aBIINCh Pa3rOBapUBaTh.

— Hy CrixkaHnb, Xopolll e Thl! Byay4yu HaclnegHBIM IPUHLIEM, YHATAelllb T0J00HkE HApOAHbIEe POMaHEI
0 60eBhIX HCKycCTBaX. CTpaIllHO MPEACTaBUTh, B KAKOM T'HEB IIPUAET UMIIePaToOp, eC/IH Y3HaeT 06
3TOM, — IOAPA3HUI 1 ero, ogHakKo CrlKaHb, Ka3aJioCh, ¥ BOBCE He CJIBIIIAT MOUX CJIOB: OH IIO-
IpeXHeMy Jiexkasl Ha 00Ky, He [iefiasl HU MaJjielliero qBUKeHUs.

4 mogmon3 6uxKe U mMoxJyionan ero mo cnuie. OH B OTBET B3MaXHYJ PYKOH, CJIOBHO OTTOHSIS
Ha30UJIUBYIO MYXY.

— { Xe my4y, HeyKeJi MOXHO TaK CUJIbHO CEPAUTLCA? — g IPUIOAHAT OPOBb U IlepecTall
NIOJIOPa3HUBATh €ro.

B oTBeT MHe JOCTaNOCh MOTYaHUE, OT KOTOpPOIro MOZKHO OBLIIO YMEpPETEL CO CKYKH.

IenaTh OBIIO HEYETO, IPUIITIOCh MPUOETHYTh K CEKPETHOMY OPY2KUIO: S IPUHSJICS IIeKOTaTh
ChIzKaHS B T€X MeCTax, Ifie OH 00scs MeKOTKH. ToT 3aresics 6e33ByYHEIM CMEX0OM, Pe3KO0
TIepeBEPHYJICS U CeJl, YTOJIKU ero ryb mojparuBajiy B yIbIOKe, a TUI0 ObIJI0 YepHee Tyuu. 1 HEpBHO
XUXUKHYJI, TIOCTTYIIHO JIET 00paTHO, chean BUA, OyOTO HUYEro He IIPOU30IIIIO, HaTSHYII OfIesiyio C
TOJIOBOM — U CIIaTh.

q YYyBCTBOBAJI, KaK CBEPXY Ha MEHJ IIaJaeT OG}KI/IFaIOLLII/IfI B3ryudn, B KOTOPOM YHTaJIOCh



HEeIIpeoagoInMoOe XeJlaHre ITMHKOM C6pOCI/ITb MEH{A C KPOBaATH. ITOT B3THALN, 3aMep Ha MHE€ Ha[JoJIro,
HO II0CJIe TSIXKKOT0 B3goxa ChIxkKaHb BCE K€ OCTAaBUJI CBOU HaMepeHusd.

3anyB CBedy, OH Me[JIeHHO JieT HaB3HUYb. f OTKMHYJ HaOpOIIeHHOE Ha I'0JIOBY OLEsIO, IIOBEPHYJIICS
Ha 60K u npuxascs K CoixkaHio. TOT criepBa HEYIOTHO 3aBOPOYa’iCs, HO BCKOPe 3aTHX, II03BOJISAS MHE
IienaTh BCE, YTO B3myMaeTcs. [lorapuB pyKo# B TEMHOTE, S €J1€ CIBIIIHO B3JOXHY:

— CpIKaHb, THI CIIUIIKOM XyMOM, 00HUMaTh Te0s Jaxe Kak-TO XKeCTKOBaTo...

CnoBo «pyKa» ellle BEPTENIOCh Y MeHs Ha s13blKe, Kak ChlxKaHb M3[1aJl XOJIONHbIH 3BYK U OTBEPHYJICS.
CrycTs HEKOTOpPOe BpPeMsi, IPUCIYIINBAsCh K er0 pa3MEePEeHHOMY ABIXaHUI0, S HETOPOIIJIUBO
TIePeIoXUI PyKy o0paTHO, 00HsT ChlxKaHS U YTKHYJICS HOCOM €My B IJieY0. Barixast ero mpusiTHHIH
apomar, s IIOCTEeIeHHO MOTrpy3usics B COH. Houb BhIjanack Ha peiKOCTh CIIOKOMHOI.

PaHHMM yTpoM MeHs pa30ynun CeixkaHb. Ellle 10 KOHIIA He IIPOCHYBIIKCE, S IOONANICS JIeHU U
PacCTepSIHHOCTH, IMTPOSIBUT PeOSIECTBO ¥ HAOTPE3 0TKA3aJICS BCTABaTh, 0ECCTHIOHO 3aCTaBUB ChIKAHS
caMoro ofeTh MeHsi. CHadalla OH BHIKA3ajl HeOBOJILCTBO, IOTOM CMHPHIICS, @ 3aTeM U BOBCE CTall
OTHOCHTBCST KO MHE KaK K Kallpu3HOMY pe0EHKY — CTepIiesl MOH IalloCTH U caM 3aTAHYJ Ha MHe
TI0SICA ¥ OJI€XKIbI.

[TpuBens cebs B MOPSMOK U I03aBTPaKaB, MBI ¢ ChlzKaHeM CHOBA IIPUHSIIUCE AYPAUYUTHCS U
PE3BUTHCS, U JIUIIL KOTa 3a0pe3unst yac *cioii*, g ¢ TSXKebIM CepAlleM He0XOTHO BEPHYJICS B
ITomecThe KH35 CH.

Bo3BpamaTecs y2KacHO He X0Tenock. [Ipolmon HOYblo 1 He HoYeBajl JoMa — U IIyCTh Jaxe CrlxKaHb
BeJIeJI CJIyraM BCE IlepefiaTh, 10 BO3BPAllleHNN MeHsI Hen30eKHO XKajla 3HaTHas MOPLUsS HaKa3aHuUs.
3Han O paHbllle, HU 3a YTO He mociyiancs 6u1 ChlkaHs U He BepHYICsS B [loMecThe KHA3ST Cu. YK
Jyd4Ille IOTePATh JIUL0 U OecCTHIAHO TepeThcd y CriKaHs, 4eM BO3BpalllaThCs LOMOU IIOJ JOMAIIHIOH
IIOPKY.

Y BepHO: efBa s IePeCTYIHII IIOPOT TOMECThs, KaK MaTyIIIKa Boccenasia Ha I'TaBHOM MeCTe C
MpayHBIM, TEMHEE Ty4H JIUIIOM, OT KOTOPOT'O BesiJIO T'PO30BHIM I'HEBOM. Cly:KaHKU C JOMAIIHUMU
po3raMu B pyKax BEICTPOWJIMCH 10 06e CTOPOHEL OT HEE; JIKlla ¥ HUX OBIJIM CTPOTHE, HO B TjIa3ax
YUTAJIOCh IIPEIBKYIIIEHNE X0POIIero MpeacTaBineHus. HaBepHoe, MONTO CllyKa P MaTyIIKe, OHU
IIePEHSIA €€ HEU3MEHHYI0 HAAMEHHOCT.

Pa3ymHO paccynus, S TOCIIYIIHO OIYCTHUJICS Ha KOJIEHU U BHICNTyIIAI MATyIIKUHY OTIOBEMb:

— Maro Toro, 4TO He HOYEBaJl JOMa, TaK €Ilé U IIPOBET BCIO HOUYb BHE CTeH moMecThbs! X0Tb
HACJIeTHBIN IPHUHI] ¥ IPUCHIIAT JII0eH ¢ HoKIamoM, Te0e He ClIemoBaio 0CTaBaThCs B BocTouHOM
nBsoplie. Th 2Ke Melllaelllb IPUHIY YCEPAHO YYuThCs, pa3Be LI3bl LIuH 3TOro He MOHUMaeT?

— ChIHOBHEE Ceplle BCE 0CO3HAJI0, — BHOBb 9TH HPaBOyYeHHUs. AX, MaTyIlKa, MaTyIIIKa.



— Haka3riBaio Tebe IPOCTOSITh Ha KOJIEHSX Iepef cTaTyel I'yaHbuHb BCIO HOYb, 00yMbIBasi CBOE
noBeneHue, u 6e3 yxKuHa!

— ...Cnymatock, — CKpels cepalle 0TO3BaJICs s, OTIIPABUJICS B MaJIeHbKYIO0 KOMHATKY, I'Tie TIOUYUTaIu
['yaHbUHD, U OMyCTHUIICS Ha KOJIEHU MPSMO Tepel JIMKOM OOIXMCATTBEL

O6myMmbiBaTh moBeneHue? Uyinb Kakas! 9 Begp He chelian HUYero JypHOro, 4TOOH B Y4EM-TO
packKauBaThCs.

Ox, ¥ CHOBa ocTasics 6e3 yxKuHa. MaTyIlKa ¥ BIPSIMb HEBEPOSITHO CYpOBa, 5 yKe HauUHaI0
COMHEeBAThCS, POJIHAS I OHA MHE MaTh.

[TpocTosB Ha KOJIEHSAX 10 CAMOI'0 paHHET0 yTpa X 3aMeTUB 3a0paBIIniics B KOMHATKY JIYYUK COJIHIIA,
g TIogyMaJ, 4YTO MaTyIIKa, CKOpee BCeTo, yKe NaBHO I03aBTpakasa. [loTupas oHeMeBIIHe 0T JOITUX
YacoB Ha KOJEHSIX HOTH, 5 JINIIb CIIYCTS JOJIT0e BpeMs CMOT IOJHSAThCSA. PyKaBOM CMaXHYB C KOJIEeHEU
HEMHOTOYMCJIEHHYIO IIBIJIb, I XpOMas IOIJIeBaCad Ha KyXHIO U IIOTPOCHI KyXapKy IPUTOTOBUThH MHE
110eCThb. [TOOKPEenUBIINCDH, I — HUYYTh HE PACKauBasCh B COMESTHHOM — CHOBA HAIIPABUJICS B ITIOKOU
ChIKaHS.

CrtpaHHas KapTUHA MIpefcTaja MouM ria3aM: ChrlKaHb CUOE]T Ha IOYETHOM MeCTe B TOCTUHOM, XMYPS
OpoBu u rIy00KO 0 YEM-TO 3aJyMaBIIKCh. B pyKax OH gepzKajl KHUTY, HO B3TJISM ero SBHO BUTAJI Te-
TO Jasieko. { marHys Brepen, Hamum cebe Jalio U cesaj napy IJI0TKOB, YTOMSAS XKaxk/ay.

— Otuero y Te0s TaKOM HECYACTHHIN BUA? UTO-TO CIIyYUIIOCH?

CnycTs MTHOBEHME OH TIPUILEN B cesi, TeHUBO OPOCUIT Ha MEeHS B3TJISI, OTJIOKHUJI CBUTOK U TSAXKETIO
B3[OXHYI:

— CeropHs MOCB U3 COMPENeIbHOT0 TOCyIapCTBa MPUOBIIH KO IBOPY C TPeOOBaHNEM 3aKITIOUUTh
Opak C OMHUM M3 IIPUHIIEB HaIllel CTPaHHL. M... 0TeI] maj coriacue.

— Bpak? U xoro xke BeiOpanu? — HeOpexkHO Opocun 5. M TyT XKe 10 MeHs [IOIII0 — 5T COBEPIIEHHO HE
noHuMasn CeixkaHs. C KaKo# CTaTH M3-3a KAKOr0-TO TaM O6pakKa OH TaK pacCTPouicsa? Bemp KeHAT-TO
He ero... morogute-kKa! bpak?!

Meicnb 3Ta 000KTTIa MeHs, U 5 B yX&Kace 3aMep. HeyxXenu Bcé Tak coBIano?

— MeHs1, — pa30MKHYB I'yObI, Tpou3Ben CrixkaHb. M eBa 9TO CJI0BO COPBAJIOCH C €ro r'yd, BEIpaxKeHue
€ro JIMIia CTaso el 601ee MPaYHbIM U YT PIOMBIM.

— TrI cornacuncsa? — Mo€ cepplie IPONYCTUIIO YAAp, 1 UCIYyTaHHO IOCMOTpeNI Ha Hero. Ecnu oH
COTJIaCHIICS, TO He NIPeBPallaloTCs JIU CJI0Ba, CKa3aHHble ChlkaHeM ITapy AHeU Ha3al, B IIyCTYI0
IIYTKY?



CrIxKaHb MTPUJIOKUIT PYKY KO 10y ¥ B3TOXHYII:

— MiMIepaTOpCKOMY NpUKa3y HENb3s He MOTYNHUTHCS.

— ChrIXaHb, HEYXKEJU THL... He JII0OUIIL MeHS? — TPEBOTa OXBaTHJIa MEeHs C HOBOM cuyoi. Eciu oH He
nMI00UT MeHd, TO 3aueM TOTZa Jajl coryiacue?

— JIro6i0, — méxku ChlxKaHs MMOKpPaCHeH, ¥ OH TOPOIIJIKBO IJIECHYN cebe Yaio B YalllKy, YTOOH
CKDHITh CMYILIEHHUE.

OT 3TUX CJI0B MO€ BOCIIapsBllee Cepale HaKOHel] OIIyCTHUJIOCH Ha 3€MIJIIO.

— Ho I/IMl'IepaTOpCKOI;I BOJie TIDOTUBUTLCSA HEJIb3, 1 51 HUYET0 He MOT'Y IT0JeJIaTh, — OH OITYCTHUIL
YallKy, 1 HallTyCKHAs TOCKA BHOBE 3dBJIa€jld UM.

B 9TOT MOMEHT MHE BCIIOMHUJIICS YI'OJIOK KHUT'H, CHpHT&HHbeI j1{0)1} HOJIYH.IKOI;I y ChIKaH{, U B TOJIOBE
MI'HOBEHHO CO3pPEIJI IIJIaH.

— CrixkaHnb, TeOe Bejb 04€Hb HPABUTCS TOT MUP 13sHXY U3 CkazaHus o Li3suburHe ¢ KpacHbIX
Knénon?

— MrwM, HpaBuTcsa, — ChelxkaHb Ha MTHOBEHUE 3aMep, a 3aTeM 03afladeHHO CIIpocul: — K 4eMy Th
KJIOHUING, 11351 [IuH?

4 yneiOHYICS, HAKIIOHUIICS K CAMOMY €T0 yXy U LIeNHYII:

— 3TO 3HAYUT — JaBau cOexum! 3a0[IHO ¥ BOOYHIO YBUOUM TO L34HXY, O KOTOPOM ThI TaK ME€4YTA€llkb.

ChIkaHb Ha MUT OTIEIIXAII OT MOUX CJIOB, €T0 IMEePCUKOBEIE I'lla3a CYy3UJIUCE, U C ry6 CJIETEJIO 3aBETHOE
coriacue.

To Gbista 10HOIIIECKAs OeP30CTh: CTPEMSICh JIUIIE N30eKaTh HaABUTAIOIIENCS HAllaCTH, Mbl OTPHUHYIH
BCe OymylIue TPYMHOCTH ¥ Oaly OPYT APYTY 3TO obelllaHue, HU Ha CEKYH/Y He MT0XkKafiaB O
COIEesIHHOM.

— CbIKaHb, @ €CTh A CII0CO0 TIOKUHYTh ABOPEL] HE3aMETHO? — CIIPOCHI 5.

— He nepexusaii, LI3b1 [uH, y MeHs HalifeTcs criocod YUTH W3 OBOpLA TakK, YTOOR HaC HUKTO He
y3Hal, — ynabibHyncs ChlxkKaHb, ¥ B €r0 TOJI0CE 3By4alla CTONPOIEeHTHAS YBEPEHHOCTD.

— ChIKaHb, €CJIM X0Yelllb, ITIepeyMarTh ellle He M03IHO, — 5 3aTJISHYJ eMy B I'Jla3a, COXpaHss



penKyto miisi ce0st CEPbE3HOCTb.

— C ygero Obl MHE IIepeyMbIBaTh? — YIIBIOHYIICS ChIZKaHb C MTOTHEUIIIUM CIIOKONCTBUEM.

— YT0 X, 3TOT0 HACJIEMHOI0 MIPHHIIA ST TOYHO YMHIKHY. B cremyroomuii pas, eciau HagyMaellb
OTCTyTaTh, 51 Tebe yKe He M03BOJTI0, — PAaCCMeSITICS 5.

— 41, @31 CrikaHb, B fieflaX CBOMX Ha3af He OTCTYyIalo.

Mzl ele JOIro mepelyYruBaIiuch U CMESIUCD, I0Ka ITIepBOHavYajbHas TPEBOra U HalpsXkXeHue He
paccesnuch. [JorOBOPUBIINCH BCTPETUTHCS 3a MpefelaMy UMIIEPAaTOPCKOTO TOPOa, Mbl PaCCTalIlCh:
s BepHYcs B [ToMecThe KHA351 CH, TIepPeofielicsl B IPOCThIe Gelible 0fIeKAbI, 3aXBaTUII C COOOM
no0oiblile cepeOpa 1 IOCTIEMINI K OTOBOPEHHOMY YTJTy 3a TOPOACKOM CTEHOMH, Tle 3aTauJICS B TEHU B
oxxunanuy ChIKaHS.

[Tpomen 1enelit 4ac, a ChixkaHs BCE He Ovino. Heyxkenu nepenyman? Mnu ero pasobmauumny... Yem
IOJIbINe 51 XKMaj, TEM TPeBoXKHee U 6e3yMHee CTAHOBUIIMCH MOU MbIC/H. Eciu ¢ ChlzKaHeM 4TO-TO
CJIy4UTCs, KAKOX TOTAa CMBIC]T MHE KUTh Hasiblie?

B TOT camBIff MOMEHT, KOTfIa S yKe OBl TOTOB OPOCUTHCS 00pPaTHO BO ABOPEI] Ha €T0 IIOUCKH, KTO-TO
c3ad¥ TPOHYJ MeHs 3a IIJIeY0, ¥ B yIIaX pa3fgasics 3HAKOMBIA MSATKUH TOJIOC:

— W 410 XKe TH 3afyMacsA? — C JIETKOM HaCMEIIKOU IIPOU3HEC OH.

— Bo gBoperr coOparncs, Te0s1 ©CKaTh, — YCMEXHYJICS 1. — BrpouyeM, Teneps yxke He HYXKHO.

— Yero xe THI 30€Ch TOPYHIIEL, 3aCTAaBUII HAC TAK OJOJITO KUCKATh Te0s1? — ChlzKaHb IIPUTIOOHSII 6pOBB,
BBIPpaZKas JIEerkKoe HEJOBOJIECTBO.

— He ceppucs, He cepauch, CBeTUTHLCS NUIIHKM pa3 BeOb HU K YEMY~ — XUXUKHYI 5, HO TYT Xe
omermun: — Hac?

— OsH Unb! — B none 3penud nomnan ®su YHb, OJETHY B IIaThe MaJleHbKOU OBOPLIOBOY CIIyXKaHKHU.
Ero HexHBIe TyOH OBITM KPEIIKO CXKAThI, TTaJIbI[bl HEPBHO TepeOuu Mofoj OfeXK Ak, BeAaBasi CUIbHOe
BOJIHeHUe. fl cmepxkai ynbIOKy U 03agadeHHo cupocul: — A ®3H MHB-TO ToYyeMy ToXKe 37eCh?

— OcraButh ®3H MHS BO gBOpLle — 3HAYUT 00pPeYb ero Ha U3[eBaTelbCTBa, BOT 51 U IPUXBATUIL €TO C
c0001... — yronku ryd CblKaHs TPOHYJIA U3SITHAS YIIbIOKa.

— Hy o1 u mo6psiK, ChlkKaHb... TH Be[lb HE Ha IPOTYIKY coOparscs...



¢l CKpUBHII POT, BRIABUB KUCIIYIO YIBIOKY. JIafiHO, pa3 yX& BCE 3allllio TaK HaleKo, TOJKY Telepb
IPUYUTATE.

4 yX&Ke OTKPHLI POT, cOOMpasich CKa3aTh ellle YTOo-TO, HOo ChlxKaHb JIETOHBKO KOCHYJICS TaJIbI[eM CBOUX
PO30BHIX T'y0, IpH3bIBasg K MOTYaAHUIO, U TUXO IPOTOBOPHIIL:

— IToroBopuM 000 BCEM IIOTOM, CHavaja YHUAEM OTCIOfIA.

qa KVBHYII B 3HAK COTr'JIaCUsd, U BMECTE C CoxkaneM u ®aH MlHEM MBI IMOKHUHYIIN IIPEeOEIIbL
I/IMHepaTOpCKOI;I CTOJIUIHI. HYTB Halll JIe2KaJl Ha 0T, MBI [IeJIaJIX OCTaHOBKH M HOY€E€BaJIM Ha ITIOCTOAJIBIX
ABOPaX, U JINIIb MECSI] CITYCTs, KOT'Ma MBI OKOHYaTEJIbHO ITOKUHYIIN L[BI/IHJIy, IIOIrOHA HEMHOTO
OTCTalla.

[To mopore HaM TO ¥ HEJIO0 MOMafaIiCh IPAaBUTEILCTBEHHBIE OTPSIIbI CTPAXKHUKOB. Kak-To pa3, cuas
07T HAaBECOM YaiHOT'0 CTOJIMKA, MBI YCIIBIIIIAIN OT OPOISYNX MacTEPOB GOEBHIX MCKYCCTB PA3rOBOPHI O
TOM, YTO 3a MOCJIeJHNEe IHU YKUCIIO COJIIAT Pe3K0 YBeIU4YUI0Ch U3-3a mmobera KOro-To u3
MMIIEPATOPCKOro ABopia. Ko mMeHHO cOexkasl, OHH TOJIKOM He 3HaJIH, HO CXOOUJIUCh HAa TOM, YTO 3TO
OBIJI YeJIOBEK BIIMSITENIbHLIN M 3HATHHINM — BO3MOXKHO, Jaxke OfHA M3 HAJIOXKHHUI] HEIHEIIHEr o
uMIIepaTopa.

YcnpimmaB 370, MBI ¢ ChIzZKaHeM JIMIID [TePerIsiHyINCh, MOJTYa OTIUIIM Yall ¥ He CTaIu BIaBaThCS B
IOIPOOHOCTH.

[Ien koHel yeTa, MpubnuxKanach paHHSIS 0CeHb. [J0OpaBUIMCh 10 OMHOI'0 HEOOIBIIOTO TOPOAKA, MBI
3aMeTuIH, 4TO Hallu ¢ ChikaHeM U ®3H MHeM ofeXK bl 10 HOYaM CTaJli MajIOBaThl ¥ IIPOXJIagHHI.
3arysiHyB B J1aBKy TKaHel, Mbl 003aBe/IUCh ITapOil HOBLIX HAPSIOB, @ 3aTeM HAIIIJTA [TOCTOSIJIBINM JBOP
miist Housnera. CTOMIO OTHaTh MOMKHOE NEeTCKOMY YTeHHI0 6uorpadrii 3HaMEHUTHIX MyKel: IyCTh
nober 1“3 goMa ObUI [JI HaCc B HOBUHKY, ITOJTHEIMHU ITpodaHaMu MbI He ObLIM — 10 KpallHel Mepe,
cepeOpa B IOPOTY B35 C U3OBITKOM.

Bech atoT mecsi @31 MHB no-ipexkHeMY OBIJT HEMHOT'OCJIOBEH ¥ 3aCTEHYUB, CJIOBHO IOHAS IeBa.
B03M0KHO, OH elIll€ He OIIPaBUJICS OT HeflaBHeH IOTepH MaTYIIKH, & BO3MOXKHO, MBI ¢ ChlzKaHeM
Ka3aJIuCh EMY HE[JOCTAaTOYHO OMM3KUMHU TI0AbMHU. 3aT0 CHIXKaHb BCIO JOPOTY ITbIJIAJ 3HTY3Ua3MOM, U
ynbI0Ka He CXOIuia C ero ryo.

BpocuB mOpOXKHEIN y3el Ha 06eIeHHbIH CTOJ, s1 OTOTHAJT OT ceGsi MBICIIH ¥ 3aKa3al HECKOJIbKO
bupMeHHBIX OITI0[ TOCTOSIIIOr0 ABOpa. [ToKa HaM HeC/u ey, MBI TONMBaIK Yail. ChIKaHb MOCTYIIa
TOYHO TaK Xke, ¥ Ui ®3H MHb CUes, OIyCTUB I'OJIOBY, ¥ IIOM CTOJIOM TePeOusT masabllaMy Kpal
omexXmbl. S B3OOXHYMI: CyOs II0 BCeMy, eMy CHOBa OBITIO He 110 cebe.

Kak TonbKO ciiyra paccTaBuil Ha CTOJIe TapeJiKU C efloH, 5 yXKe 3aHEC IaJIouKy, HaMepeBasicCh
y01aroTBOPUTH CBOM IIPOTECTYIOIIKI C CaMOT0 yTpa KeJyMoK, KakK BAPYT TsKejas ImapafHas ABepb C
TPOXOTOM pacCIlaXHyJIach OT CUJIbHOTO MMHKA. KaKOM’-TO JOIIEHEIN TOBECA B OKPYKEHUM HECKOJIBKUX
CJIyT BBAJIMJICS BHYTPh. ET0 BOpoBaTHIE TTa3KHU OETrJI0 OTJIsIeN N BCeX MPUCYTCTBYIOMIUX B 3aje U
OCTaHOBUJIMCH Ha HallleM CTOIHKe. MaxHyB PyKOU, MOJIO[OU TOCIIOAUH OTHal IIpUKas, U ero



IMMOAPYYHEIE C KDUKAMU IIPUHAJIMCE BEITOHATE OCTAJIBHBIX ITIOCTOSAJIBIIEB, OCTABHB B 3adji€ JIMIIIb HAC
TPOUX. XO03sg1H 3aBeIeHus, YBHIOEB 3TO, OT CTPaXa IIPHUCEJI Ha KOPTOYKH 3ad CTOUKOMH.

Ynei0asce, s mMoyI0KuI B Tapeky ChlXKaHs HEMHOTO eIk, TOT B OTBET II0JIOKWII KycoueK MHe, a O3H
WHB IPOCTO CUMAEN U TUXO e71. MHI fiepKanu cebs TaK HEIPUHYKIEHHO, CJIOBHO HUYET0 0COOEHHOT0 U
He IIPOU30IILIO.

STOT YeslOBeK IOMOIIIEN K HallleMy CTOJIY, X €T0 Harjble JIallbl TYT XKe JIeTTH Ha 1ieyu ®su HHio,
M3Beprasi U30 pTa rps3Hbe canbHble peuu. ®ou MHB B3OPOTHY U C OTYaSHUEM ITIOCMOTPETT HAa MEHS.

¢ BRITAIINT ONHY [TAJIOYKY [JS €OBl U CO BCET0 Maxy yIapui €0 [0 3TUM Mep3KUM pyKaM. ToT
3aBOIMJI OT OOJIM U OTHEPHYII JIanbl. 3aMETUB 9TO, CIIYTY MOTHSIKM KPUK U 6pocuiuch B gpaky. Ho
CTOMJIO X TOCIIONUHY B3MaxHYyTh PYKOH, Kak ero 3arpebymiye py4oHKN CHOBA OTSHYJIHUChH K
Crrxanwo. TyT MO€E TepleHue JIONHYIIO.

BckouuB Ha HOTH, S1 KDyTaHYJI PYKy HarJella Tak, YTO CyCTaB BBUIETEN U3 [la3a, HaXMYpPUJICS U
IpenyIpenu:

— Tlocmen TPoHYTH He TOTo! Xa, NTydlle He IMONafaics MHe Ha IJla3a BO BTOPOii pa3, B CIIEOYIOLINAN
pa3 Tebe Tak He IIOBE3ET.

[ToTupas BEIBUXHYTOE 3aIlSICThe M CKpexkellla 3y0aMu OT 60/M, HErof sl IIpuKa3as ciyraM
TIEPEBEPHYTH HAIIl CTOJT ¥ MYCTUTD B X0[ KyTaku. OMHAKO 9TH HEJOYMKHU, HE BIIAfeIOIIe ¥ OCHOBaMU
IIPOCTEHIIIX O0EBHIX UCKYCCTB, Pa3yMeeTCsI, He MOTJIM TATAThCS CO MHOM: ITapa MTHOBEHUM — ¥ OHU
yXe BaJsIMCh Ha moJy. ITlogyMaTh TOJIBKO, eciiu OBl ST He CMOT Of0JIeTh TaKYIO ILITNaHy, K 4YeMy TOoTa
OBLITH BCE MOH T'OfIEI TPEHUPOBOK?

91 cXBaTHII €ro 3a BOPOTHUK. OT 3TOr0 OBUKEHUS HETOsH 3aTPSICCS B MEJIKOM JPOXK U IPUHSIIICS
MOJIKTb O TIOILIAfie: MOJI, TIOIIAAUTE Teposi. S IPOMYCTHIT ero BOIIIM MUMO YIIel, OpOCHIT BT Ha
pPa36pOCAHHYIO TI0 IOy e[y U MPUIIONHSIT OPOBb:

— Twt ucnoptun Ham obep. I1naTu 3a yObITKH!

Hab6mromaBimuii 3a mpeacTaBiIeHreM co CTOPOHH ChlzKaHb TUXOHBKO ITPBICHYN OT cMexa. ®an UHb
3aMep Ha MecCTe, la ¥ caM CXBauYeHHBIM 3a BOPOTHUK MOJIOHEL paCTePSHHO XJI0Tasl rjla3aMH.

— Cnpiran? 2KuBo TOHY OEHBIH, U3-3a TeOs MHE IIPUILIIOCh TPATUTh CEPeOPO BIIYCTYIO, — KAIPU3HO
IIPOTSHY 51, TEPSS TepPIIeHUeE.

EnBa cnoBa copBaluCh C MOUX I'y0, KaK HETOASM JPOXKaIMMU PyKaMy BRITAIIAT U3 pPyKaBa
cepeOpSIHbINA CTUTOK U IIPOTSHYN €r0 MHE 00euMu pyKaMu. S pa3zKasl ImasbIkl Ha €70 BOPOTHUKE, C
MOBOJIBHBIM BUIOOM 3a0pas cepedpo, BMecTe ¢ ChixkaneM u ®3H MiHeM mepecesn 3a APYroi CTOIUK U
BeJIeJT BRITJITHYBIIEMY U3-3a CTOMKH XO3SIOIIKe IIOBTOPUTE BECh 3aKa3. A TOT IMapeHb CO CBOMMU



CIIyraMHu T€M BpEeMEHEM KO€e-KadK ITOOHAJICA Ha HOTH U 6pOCI/IJ'IC${ Hay’TéK, HO, yXe BEIOETas U3
IIOCTOAJIOTO OBOPA, HE 3a0bIT 6p0CI/ITB qepeas I1j1e40:

— Moii oter; — ye3gHbIM HavyanbHUK! 2Kaute! f elle BepHYCh 3a MeCThIO!

XKnates? C yero 6bI MHE OBITH TIYIIIIOM ¥ OCTABAaThCS HAa MECTe Pafy Ybei-To MecTu? MckaTh mpobiemMm
Ha CBOIO T'OJIOBY S He coOupascs.

— CHIH KaKOTro-To 3aXy[aaJioro ye3gHOoro YnHOBHHKA, a CMEET BECTH ce0si CTOIb HarJI0, — U3SIITHELIE
6p0BI/I ChIKaHS CJIerKa COIIIKNCH Ha IIepeHocuiie, B rojioce CKBO3UIIO rnyﬁoqaﬁmee HeOOBOJIECTBO.

— OCTHIHB, OCTHIHB, K UeMY 3abuUBaTh I'OJIOBY BCSKOM €PYHOM, — YIBIOHYJICA 51, He IpuaaBas
CIy4YUBILIEMYCS HUKAKOTO 3HAaUYeHUs.

CheIKaHb KUBHYII, YMEPUB CBOU THEB: B KOHIIE KOHITIOB, MbI BEb cOexanu panmu nIyTelecTBUA, a BOBCe
He OJ1d TOro, YTOOBI YCTpanBaTh UHCIIEKIIMN Ha MeCTaX.

A BoT ®3H HHb, yreTaBiui 3a 00e 1IeKU TPUHECEHHOE CITyTOM YTrollleHue, TO U IeJI0 YKPagKou
MIOTJISIIbIBAJI Ha MEHS C HECKPBhIBaeMbIM BOCXHUIlleHNueM. OKHHYB B3TJISIIOM OCTAJIbHBEIX IIOCETUTETIEH
Ha y/IHIle, S 3aMEeTHJI, YTO BO BCEX 9THUX B3TJISIHAX YMTAJIOCh MMYCTh HeOOIbIIOe, HO yBaxkKeHue. f
o0eIHO YCMeXHYJICS: BOT OHO, 6J1aropofCcTBO HACTOSIIET0 Tepost I3THXY!

CrIzKaHb TUXOHBKO PACCMESIJICS ¥ CTYKHYJI MEeHS IaI0YKOH 110 JIOy:

— Yero 3TO0 THI pacCIJILIICA B TaKOM ynbiOKe? ONaTh 3aMBIIIISETh KaKUue-TO TIYIIOCTH.

OO6ponuB o0EeHbIM BU, S IOMOTAJI F'OJIOBOM, TJIYTIO XUXUKHYJI ¥ CHOBA YTKHYJICSI B TApEJIKY.

Pas Y2K MHI 3aJ€JI1 MECTHOI'O XYJIMTdHad, OCTAaBATLECSA B 3TOM IOPOOKeE HOJIbIIIE OBITI0 HEIb3s1. IIOKOHYHUB
C efou u PacCIIaTUBIINCH, MBI BTpOéM CHOBA OBUHYIIUCH B IIYTh — 6p0JII/ITb II0 CBETY U IIO3HABATL TO
CaMoOe€ I35HXY.

He3ameTHOo HacTana oceHb. ChxKaHb 0071a4uICsS B OeJIbie OfeK Ik, MIMHHLIE YePHEIe IPSIOU eT0
BOJIOC ObITM HEOPeKHO COOpaHHl Ha 3aTHUIKE, a OTHOENIbHBIE IPSIKKA TO U IeJI0 UTPUBO Mafgaiu Ha
JIUI[0, KOTTa OH OIIyCKaJl TOJIOBY — BHITJISAEN OH UCTUHHBIM 0€CCMEPTHHIM HEOOKUTEIEM, HE
JIUIIIEHHBIM YTOHYEHHOHN 371eTaHTHOCTH.

®osu WHb BO BCe rj1a3a yCTABUJICS Ha JIEEHIIH Ha MMaJ04YKe B PyKaxX y pa3Hocuuka. OH HUYEro He
ITPOCHJI, HO CMOTPEJI C TAKUM YIIOPCTBOM, UTO MHE [IaXKe CTaJi0 HeJIOBKO. [10XJI0MaB ero 1o mieyvy, s
3aCTaBWII €T0 MMOBEPHYTHCS KO MHE. BCTPETUBUINCH C €T0 TEMHBIMHU T'Ta3aMH, 5 YIBIOHYJICS CaMOM
6e3001IHOM YIIBIOKOM:



— I[IneMsAHHUK, a HY HAa30BU MEHA JI?[I[GIZ, TOTrda U KYIIIIIO.

Crouso MHe JOTOBOPUTH, Kak ®3H UHB TyT XKe 0TBepHYICSA. Ero geTckoe TUYUKO 06paTUIoCh K
ChIzKaHI0, HeXKHbIe TYObI KallPpU3HO JPOTHYIIM:

— Bbparten CeikaHb.

CrIKaHb YCMEXHYJICS, TOPXKECTBYIOIIE IIOKOCUIICS Ha MeHs, CaM B3sJ1 OHY AJI0YKy C TedeHIlaMy U
npoTsHyn ®sH UHI0. I Ha TO, C KAKUM aleTUTOM TOT YIIeTaeT CIafoCThb, ST Ha MTHOBEHUE
ocTonbeHel, YMOKHYI Ty6aMu U MOJT4a OTCUKUTAI cepedpo.

[Togymaetis, IOTIPOCUT Ha3BaTh cebs msimeit! Pa3Be 3T0O Tak TPyOHO?..

B nyTy HaM TO ¥ €0 JOXOOUIIO A0 CIIYX0B, YTO Yepe3 HECKOIbKO JHEU B COCEOHEM ye3Mie COCTOUTCS
rpaHOuO03HOe coOpaHKe MacTepoB 00EBBEIX UCKYCCTB, HA KOTOPOM OyayT BEIOMpPATh HOBOTO JIUAEpa
113s1HXy. Ha Hero cobepyTcs Bce IpoCiaBiieHHbIe U CUIbHEIE 00iIbl. PasymeeTcst, ChlKaHb, Ybs OyIlla
Obla IOJIHA 2KaXKOo MPUKJITI0YEeHNH 1 60eBhIX UCKYCCTB, HUKAK HE MOT VIIYCTUTh CTOJIb ITPEKPACHYIO
BO3MOXKHOCTh! Hemonro fymasi, oH yBieK 3a co60i MeHs u ®3H MHS, ¥ MBI IOCTIEIIUIHN B TOT ye3,
0Ka3aBIIKCh B KOHIIE KOHIIOB B 3[EIIHUX Kpasx.
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