Ha paccBeTe, KOTfja IepBhie JIy4r COIHIIAa KOCHYIHUCH ABopla, ®3u LluH yXKe Iebi Yac CTosIIa Ha
KOJIEHSIX TTepeq TJIaBHBIMK BOPOTaMU. TyMaHHBIN YTPEHHUN CBET JIOKUIICS Ha €€ MIUPOKUe OfesHUs,
npunaBast GuUrype OTTEHOK 0€3BRIXOIHOCTH.

BayTtpu nBopua Mmnepatop baliryn Yuxkyi Ovin BHe cebs1 0T ipocTu. B riy0uHe Oymiv ero CHefaio
rOpbKOe pa3odyapoBaHUe: Kak e MOT PereHT, Ha KOTOPOTO OH Tak Iojarajics — Helmo0eguMbIi
II0JIKOBOZEL! C BEIOAKIIUMUCS TaJlaHTaMU — TaK OTKPLITO U IeP3KO 3a4BUTH IIepef HUM, UTO He
MIOOUT XEHIWH, a TPeAnoYuTaeT Myk4uH? Kak OH MOT C TaKOM HaCTOMYMBOCTBIO YMOJISATh
pacToprHyTh MOMONBKY ¢ PaHblu U TPeOOBaTh AaTh CTATYC IPOCTOMY MYXKUKUHEe-TI000BHUKY? ITO
abcypn! CoBepliileHHBIN, HECYCBETHHIN abcypa!

®sH [{uH, cTOsIBIIas Ha KOJIEHSX HAa KaMEHHOM I10JTy, YyBCTBOBAJa, KaK HOTH yXkKe JaBHO 3aTEKIIU U
HOIOT OT 601u. CKOpOHO HAaXMYPHBIIUCH, OHA ITPUKAIach TIOOM K TTafKOM MPaMOPHO IJIUTE U
BTaliHe momyMara: «Iloxoxe, IMrepaTop TBEPAO PELIUI, YTO S NOJIKEH KeHUThCS Ha Yiu FO#ap.
VHaue moueMy s CTOIO 3[eCh yKe [Ba 4aca, a BHYyTPHU HU 3ByKa? OX... MOXKET, IPUHATSH ellle TOPIUI0
sifla ¥ CHOBA IIPUTBOPUTHCS, UTO yIasa B 00MOPOK?»

[Toka oHa mpebbIBajia B 3TUX Pa3OyMbsX, TSIKEJBIE CTBOPKY [IBOPI[OBEIX BOPOT BHE3AITHO OTBOPUIIUCE.
Ha nopore nosBuncs bauryn Ynxyy ¢ THEBHBEIM BhIpaxkeHueM nuia. bpocus B3rnsag Ha ®sH Lus,
KOTOpas BCE eIll€ CTOosIIa Ha KOJIeHSIX, COXPaHss OAYEPKHYTO 01ar04YeCTUBLIM BUA, OH XOJIOTHO

(bBIPKHYIL:

— MHe n1€BaTh, KOTO THI JIIOOUII — XKEHITUH U MyK4uH. Ho Thl 00513aH KeHuThcs Ha Yiu HOiap!
B npoTtuBHOM Ciy4ae, yCTYIIU [NOJIKHOCTL Perenta ToMy, KTO CIIpaBUTCA JIydlle!

Cka3aB 3T0, OH C SIPOCTHI0 B3MAaXHYJI pyKaBaMU U PEIIUTEIbHBIM IIIaroM YIaauiIcs.

®sH [{uH mpoBOaMIa B3TISIAOM YHOASIOUIYIOCS CIMHY MMIepaTopa ¥ He yaepKaiach OT TSIXKEJIOT0
B3moxa. Hy KoHeYHO, MHOTO pe3ybTaTa U ORITh He MOrJIo. 3Hasla OB 3apaHee — Jiydiie OBl cpa3y
IPUHSTIA S ¥ OTKIIIOYUIIACE.

B tumune cBoux nokoeB ®sH LlwH ¢ mocamolt cTucHYy A 3y0Obl, TAK YTO OHU O0TO3BAIUCh HEITPUSITHEIM
ckpexeTtoM. Ecnu Ovl OHa Ha caMoM [iejie Obljla My2K4YMHOM, BCE OBIII0 OB TPOCTO: 3aKphisia Ol I'J1a3a,
Habpajach PeUMMOCTH — U cBafib0a cocTosyiach O6bl. Ho oHa — XKeHIMuHA, a 9Ta Yiu I0iap, cyns mo
BCeMy, oco0a TOHKas ¥ IIPOHUIIaTEIbHAs, HacTosmas XulHuiia. CTOUT UM ITOXKEHUTHCS, KaK Ta B [Ba
cyeTa pa3007auuT e€ UCTUHHYI0 TUYHOCTh! K TOMy e, 9T0 HaBcerna nepedepkHyso Ol €€ THYHOE
CYacThe.

®sH 1TuH B pa3gpakeHUU B3bEPOIIUIa BOJIOCH U HECKOJIBKO Pa3 C CHJION IHYJIAa CTOJ HOTOH.

— Hy u napgHo! C MeHs XBaTUT, He 60IBHO-TO U XOTEJIOCH OBITH 9TUM PerenTom!

Yem Gosibllie OHA AyMasia, TeM CUJIbHee 37uiack. Korma oHa yxke Obljla TOTOBA BHITYCTHUTD IIap U
pa3HeCTH KOMHATY, TO MOTHSJIa TONOBY ¥ yBuaesa A HOs, KOTOPHIHN, MTPUCIIOHUBIIKCH K YTITY CTEHHI, C



MHTepecoM Habmogan 3a PAa3BIIPEIBAIOIIUMCSA CIIEKTAKIIEM.

®3H LluH cnerka KauuisiHyla U CIIpoCuUa:

— JlaBHO THI 37€CH?

A HO# MoprHyn u ¢ aBCOJIOTHO CEPLE3HBIM JIUIIOM OTBETHII:

— C toro moMeHTa, KakK BaH Hayasa BEIMEIIATh 3JIOCTh Ha CTOJIE.

®on LuH TAKKO B3TOXHYJIA U C YOUTHIM BUOOM IIOCMOTpPESIA Ha HETO:

— Yro menaTh? MMnepaTop BCE paBHO HacTauBaeT, YTOOH 51 KeHusucd Ha Yiu FOuap.

A HO1 HeBMHHO I0XKaJl IJIeYaMy, pa3Befs PYKU B CTOPOHBL: OH TOXKe He 3HaJI, Y4eM ITOMOYb.

Otuastaue ®3H 1uH nuinb ycununochk. OHa He yoepKamach OT XKanoo:

— W kaK Xe Tax BHIIIO, 4YTO HacmemHbIM IPUHIT KCYe3 OeCsATh JIeT Ha3an? Kak OH MOT IMpoCTO B3STh
¥ PaCTBOPUTHCS B BO3[yXe, HE OCTaBUB HU cjefa?

He ycmerna oHa mOroBOpUTH, KakK €€ Ila3a BHe3alHo BCObixHYMU. OHa o6epHynack K A FOiw, monHas
PEIIMMOCTH, ¥ C TOPSIIUM B30pPOM IIPOU3HECIA:

— 4 nmpungymarsna OTIMYHBIN I71aH!

A IO MOprHyJ, oxugas IpPoaoJIKeHU.

— Pa3 g He x04y XKeHUThCS Ha Yiu FOusp, nycts Ha Heu xXeHuTcd Hacnenusiy npuni! @anbsiu
HYXK[IaeTCs B HaIEKHOM U CHUJIBHOM CO03€ [IJ19 YKpeIJieHus cBsA3ed ¢ HaHbCSAH, U B Ka4eCTBe
KaHAugaTa [s 9Toro HacnenHbIlM IPUHI TOOXOOUT Kyna 0oJblle, yeM Kakoii-1o Perent! Eciu s
HeMe[JIeHHO Hany HacnemHoro nputiia, npo6ieMa pemuTcs: caMma cobort!

®sH [{uH no6enOHOCHO XJIOMHYJIA B JIAHOIIN, a B €€ IJla3aX, U30THYTHIX B MTOJIYMECSIIHI, CHUsiia
papmocTs. [la, BCE UMeHHO Tak! Bcé roToBo, 0CTamoCh TOMBKO HAUTH IPUHIIA.

A HO1 cMOTpen Ha TOPKEeCTBYIOIIYIO U BooxylLIeBIeHHY0 ®3H LIuH, ¥ yTONOK ero pTa HEBOILHO
nepuHyncs. [ToxeHuTs npuniia Ha Yiau FOiap? Hago xe ObII0 Takoe IpUAyMaTh!

— Hy kak tebe? — c Hagexkmol cupocuna ®au LuH.



A HOii mpoMos4an, XOTs BHYTPU HETO BCKUIIEJIO HEIOBOJIbCTBO.

@51 [Tyl 00 IIPUBBIYKE HCTOJIKOBAJla €Ir0 MOJIYaHKuEe KaK IIPOABJIEHHUE 0ecCIIoKOMCTBa U YTOYHHUIIA:

— Tl IepeXuBaellhb, YTO HaclemHbIH IPUHI], KaK U 5, TOXKe MHUTaeT c1abocTh K MyxunHaM? — OHa
PacCTPOEHHO TOMHY/a HOroi. — Ho Bpsim i BCE COBIAIO HACTOIBKO yAaYyHO, BEPHO?

A HOit MOgHSTT CBOM CIIOKOMHEIE TEMHEIE TTTa3a U, 6pocuB Ha ®oH LIMH MHOT03HAYUTETHHEIH,
TIyOOKUY B3TJISAM, TBEPHAO U PEIIUTEILHO OTBETHII:

— Her.
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