HuKTO He CKaxXKeT, 4YTO KTO-TO U3 HUX OTHas Oosblie. 3a 3TH BOCEMb JIET OH IeMCTBUTENIFHO OCTAJICS B
gonry nepeg Mywmy.

Boiifsi B BaHHYI0, OH OIIOJIOCHYJICS, CTapasiCh He 3afeTh PaHy. 3a CTEHOH, fyMas 0 TOM, 4To Mymy
CIIAT Ha OO0JIBIION KPOBATH, OH ITOUYBCTBOBAJI, KaK HeKas IIyCTOTa, JOJIT0e BpeMs TOMUBIIAACS B
Oyle, HaKOHEeIl 3aIll0THUIIach. BCITOMHUB, KaKOM MyMy HEXKHBIM U XPYIIKUN, OH BHE3AITHO IIepeHeccs
B Ty HOYb BOCBMHUJIETHEN OABHOCTU — TOTAa MyMy TOXKe YCHYJI OT YCTAJIOCTH, @ OH IPHHUMAII OyII B
9TOH K€ BaHHOM.

ManeHbKHMH HEXKHBIN OBETOK, a B €r0 IIPUCYTCTBUU BEYHO ITbBITAETCA KAa3aTbCA CAUJTIBHBIM.

Briiifs 13 BaHHOU, OH yBUEJ, 4TO MyMy Bce ele cnut. Ly 1[3unvH CHOBa CeJl Ha KpoBaTh U 3aHAJICS
nokyMmeHTamu B Tenedore. CeMb ¢aitnioB He TpeboBaiu 0co00T0 BHUMaHUS, II03TOMY OH He CTaj
IaBaTh HUKAKNX PEKOMEHOALXX. A BOT TaM, I'ie 3TO ObIJIO HYKHO, OH OTIIPaBHJI IIOOPOOHBIN
TEKCTOBBIM MJIM TOJIOCOBOM Pa3bop.

Tax oH IIpocupes NoYTH BeCh NeHb, M HUKTO ero He noTpeBoxui. FOHb 110 u ocTanbHble pebsiTa Ha
caMoM [iefie OBUIM 3aMHTPUTOBAHEL: C 4ero OBl 3TO BAPYT y OpaTa My nosiBuiics MyxunuHa? Kak TyT He
MI06OMBITCTBOBATh? OMHAKO OHYM 3aMETHUIIH, YTO 3TOT YEJIOBEK, KaXKeTCs, He OTIMYAETCS MATKUM
HPaBOM, [la ¥ B IOMe OPUEHTUPYETCS Tak, CJIOBHO 3HAET 3[IeCh KaX/blit yronokK. [la u TeTymka Y
TOXKe OblJIa C HUM 3HAKOMa. Y4YUTHIBas Xxapaktep OpaTa My, OH JaBHO [IOJIKeH ObIJT BLICTABUTh
m1000T0 HEIPOIIEHOT'0 TOCTS 3a ABEPh, HO Ha 3TOT pPa3 3TOr0 He MPOU30IIIIO.

Heyxenu 9T0 U IpaBpa... MyxkuyuHa 6pata My? OHu He ObITM YBepeHH], Belb OpaTa My He Bumenu
IIeJIBIN IeHb, KTO 3HAET, YTO TaM IIPOMCXOOUT. Tpoe Apy3el TUXOHBKO MOUIENTAIMCh MOf] IePEeBOM
yTyH. JII060TBITCTBO TIOOOMBITCTBOM, HO OHU ITOHUMAJIH, YTO PaHO MU IIO3[MHO BCE Y3HAIOT, TakK 4YTO
0co60 He cremunu. B KOHIle KOHIIOB, YeJIOBEK, KOTOPHIM MOXKET IIOHPaBUTLCA OpaTy My, He TOIXKeH
OBITH OOBIYHBEIM, B HEM OTIPENIeJIEHHO eCTh HEUTO NIPUTATATEIbHOE.
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My II33maHb Ipocmal ¢ caMoro MOoJygHs [0 Beuepa. Korfia oH OTKpPHII I'J1a3a, Ha yIIHlle YKe I0UYTH
CTEMHeJI0. B3risiHyB Ha Yackl, OH YBUOE, YTO BPEMS — ILIECTh YaCOB BOCEMb MUHYT. ET0 0XBaTHIIO
3aMeIlaTeNnbCTBO: OH M He 0XKHUOAJI, YTO IMPOCIUT TaK [JOJTO.

BcmmomuuB cimoBa A-JInHA, OH MTHOBEHHO IIpHUINeNT B ce0si ¥ TUXO IMO3Ball:

— A-JIun?

B ero ronoce npo3sydasna HOTKa IaHUKU. Kak oH MOTr 3aCHYTh? A-JIUH 10 YMOTYAHHUIO PELIUTI, YTO
BCe paBHO yuneT. OH He 03BonuT A-JIuny yutu! Hu 3a yto!

Uu L3unuH, cupeBmuy pagoM ¢ My Li3amaHeM ¥ IpocMaTpPUBaBIINY JOKYMEHTHI, OTJIOKUII Tele(oH,
ycneimas rojoc. OH yBupesn, Kak My 1]335maHb 03upaeTcs 10 CTOPOHaM B [TIOKCKax ero. B Ty ke



CeKyH[y ero cepaue 60le3HeHHO cxkanochk. OH MPUTSIHYT K cebe MyMy, YKYTaHHOTO B OHESIIIO.

— 4 3mechb, — OTO3BaJICS OH.

OpHoro B3risma Ha Hero OBIIO0 IOCTAaTOYHO, YTOOH IIOYYBCTBOBATH IIEMSIINYI0 00/1b. A 4TO OymeT
noToM? Ecnu OH yiifieT, 4To cTaHeT ¢ Mymy? Ho u ocTaBaThCSl HEMb3d — 9TO HaBlle4eT Ha MyMmy
OTIAaCHOCTB, BAPYT ux o0Hapyxat? OH IOJaBuI CI0XKHEIE YYBCTBA B TNTyOKHE T'7la3 ¥ ITPOHU3HEC
TOJIOCOM C [IeP3KUMU HOTKAMU:

— EgnBa mpocHyics u cpa3sy uites MeHs? Yero Tebe, a?

Uy 3unus ymunayn My 1[331aH5 3a TOPO30BEBIIYIO L[EKY ¥ HaCMEIJIUBO XMBIKHYJI. TOT
Pa3BA3HLIN KeCT IOXOAUT Ha IOBeeHre MeJIKOro Xyaurada. K ToMy ke, B ero €j10BaX CKBO3UJI
BIIOJIHE OIIpefie/IeHHbIN HaMeK.

— A Kak TH yMaelllb, 4ero 1 xouy? — My LI335masb CMOTpesI Ha Hero riy0oKuM B3risaaoM. Ero romoc
3By4aJl X0JIONHO U CJIeTKa XPUIITIO, HO B HEM yxe He ObIIo IpexkHel c1adoCTH.

2Kap cmasn, oH cHOBa 00pes TBEPHOCTH AyXa, U CUJIBl BEPHYJIUCH K HeMy. PaHbIre 60yie3Hb U
0CO3HaHUe TOTro, 4To A-JIuH coOupaeTcs yUTH, yTHETAU ero, TI09TOMY OH Ka3aJICsl TAKUM HEeXHEIM U
paruMbeIM. Ho Temeps... xa! OH HU 3a 4TO He T03BONUT A-JIMHY CHOBa cOeXarth.

Lu 1I3unuH 1o 3BYKy rojioca MOHsJ, YTo Kap mpoiues. OH OTKUHYJICS Ha3ap, MPUKaj roJoBy My
[13amans K cebe ¥ 0OCTABUJI IIOIEIYH Ha €T0 LIeKe.

— 3axoTenock, 4ToOk TeOs MpoyIuIn?

Ero ry0ul kocHynuCh yxa My LI3anans. B ronoce, HatoeHHOM OBYCMBICTIEHHOCTBIO, IPOCKOJIb3HYTIa
HOTKa KeCTKOCTH, a UHTOHAIUS B KOHIIE B3JIeTesla BBEPX, 3By4Ya [OBOJIbHO pa3BpaTHO. Ka3asocs,
OyaTo OH — BaXKHas mepcoHa, a My 1[33nanb — u36a0BaHHEIN UM KallPU3HbIH peOeHOK, KOTOPHIi
BODYHUT Ha HETO.

— ITO elle BOMPOC, KOMY HYKHO MPOy4YuTh, — My LI337aHb NPUITYPUIT CBOU AJIMHHEIE T1a3a. Ha ero
KPacHBOM JIMIIe 3aCThlsIa XOJIONHAs YCMeIllKa, B3TJISAM TOTEMHET, a T0JI0C MPUoOpes CTpaHHbIH
OTTEHOK.

BHe3amHOo 0H cOPOCHIT 0JEes/I0, BCTAJl Ha KOJEHU Ha KpoBaTy U mpuxkan Ly [[3unrHa K U3rooBkIo,
IPUHUKHYB MSATKUMU I'y0aMu K ero yXy:

— Ckaxu ellle pa3, KOro HyKHO npoyunuts? Iy 1I3unuH, He 3a0kBal, TH 3a70/1Kajl MHE BOCEMb JIET.
Tel IpaBOa oyMaelb, 9YTO Y MeHsI HeT XapaKTepa?

B X0710IHOM T0JI0CE CIIBIIANICS CKpexkeT 3y00B. [Ipo1ioit HoYbio OH GBI TPOCTO CHACTIIUB, YTO A-
JIuH BepHYJICS, U 0YeHb UCIIYyTaJics, KOTa YBUIEN ero paHeHbIM. [IoToM oH 3aboien, u cinabocTh B
coueTaHuy ¢ GpU3UYeCKOor O0JIbIO BHIIJIECHYJIM HapyKy BCe HeraTHBHBIE 9MOINY, 13-3a Yero OH



BRITTISIIETT TAKUM XPYIKUM. Ho Temeps, KOTHa OH BRI3IOPOBeI, A-JIUH X0UeT epeBepHyTh CTPaHUIy?
Ila o 4em oH BooO1IIE TOBOPUT!

— XapakTep? Kakoi y Tebs xapakTep? XapakTep KokeTku? WMiu... xapakrep mnakch? — Lu L3unus,
BUMS, 4TO MyMy IIpeBpaTUJICS U3 MaJIeHbKOT'0 HEJKHOT'O 1IBeTKa B Pa3bIPEHHOI0 KOTa, HaIlleJl 3TO
3a0aBHBIM U 3JI0PagHO YCMEXHYIICS. EMy maxe... HpaBUI0Ch, KakK MyMy BOPYMHT.

JInno My lI331aHs BCIIBIXHYJIO, AJIbIIEL CXKAJIUCh B KyJIaKu:

— 3aTKHUCH!

KT0 cpaBHUTCS ¢ A-JIuHOM B HarnocTu? TOT BCerya roToB MEPEHTH K eIy, CTOUT TOIbKO OTKPHITH
POT.

— 3aTkHyThCsA? C Yyero 3To MHe 3aThKaThCs? Eciu xouelb, 4TOOH 51 TeOs mO1eI0Bal, TakK U CKaXKHU.
— Lu LI3unuH mopLenua ero 3a Nog0o0pogoK MIMHHEIMU TTalbllaMH, TOAYIIeYKaMH MOTJIafAnI
HEXHYI0 KOXKY U LBIKHYJI. — BoceMb JIeT IIPOIIIo, a KOXKa BCe TaKas XkKe IpUusiTHasd.

Ta HOYB 10 CHX IIOP CTOSITIA Y HETO Iepe[ rta3amu. [TorIagus ero eie mapy pas, OH He CoepXKaJcs u
IIOLIEJIOBAJI ero.

— [u... — y My li33nans paclI¥pUuiInCh riasa, JULO0 3aJIUI0Ch I'YCTHM pyMsaHIeM. OH-TO gymall, 4To
3a 9Tu ropsl A-JIuH cTas conupHee, HO HET, OH BCe TaK XK€ HeBLIHOCUM B CBOEU Pa3BA3HOCTU.

Korga A-JIuH HaumHas BecTu ce0s Tak, OH OBITT COBEPIIeHHO OeccuneH. Ha3bBaTh ero Xynuraiom —
3TO ellle MATKO CKa3aHO, OH CaMblil HacTosIINM Heropsit! [laxke cioBa gUKaph ObIIO OBl
HEe0CTATOYHO.

Ly L[3unuH DpUIlypus CBOX IIePCHUKOBEIE T'Ia3a, B KOTOPHIX OIIACHO CBEPKHYJI BOTUMM OTOHEK — OH
Ob11 B BocTopre. OH CIUIIKOM X0poIno 3Haja My 1[33maHs u moHUMaJ, KakK ero MpUCTPYHUTD. B cume
MyMy eMy B 3TO¥ KM3HU TOYHO HE BHIUTPATh.

Cnycts monroe BpeMsl OH HaKOHeIl OTIIyCTUJI MyMy ¥ CHOBa IpuiiedaTas I'yObl K ero IeKe:

— Bxyc nmpocTo usymuTenbHb. — EMy Gb110... Maro.

OpHako oH Koe-4To ynyctun. Ecnu pa3o3nuth My Li3amaHs, HUUEro XOpOIIero U3 3Toro He BHIMAET.
ManeHbKUN HeXKHBIN IBETOK OCTAeTCS HEXKHBIM JIUIIb 0 TeX 0P, MoKa 0ojieH. B ocTanmbHOE BpeMs,
0Cco0eHHO KOrjia ero JOBOOSAT [0 TOUYKH KUIIEHUS, eTr0 HCTUHHAS HaTypa IIPeBpallaeT ero... B XUIIHbIH
I[BETOK.

— [la Heyxenu? — My LI3371aHb NPUILYPUTICS, B YTOJIKaX €ro ria3 IPOMeJIbKHYJIO YTO-TO
cob1a3HUTENbHOE, @ B FOJIOCE MTOCTIBIIIAUCE JIEHUBEIE, OllaCHble HOTKU. — Mol BKyC U3yMUTEJIEH, HO
u ycinyru A-JIvuHa ToxXe Hemioxu. Mel opyr gpyra CTOUM.



Cxka3zaB 3TO, OH CJIe3 C KPOBATH, MOCTAJ U3 IKada OfexkKny ¥ HallpPaBUJICS B BAaHHYIO. [IBEPh OH
HApPOYHO He 3aKphUL. Korma OH BKIIOUMII AYII, IITyM BOMLI OHECCS W3 BAHHOH B CIIAIbHIO. B mome
paboTaso OTOIIEHKE, TAaK YTO XOJIOTHO He OBIIIO.

My LI33/1aHb CTOSJI IIOf CTPYSMH BOJEI, €T0 JIUII0 0CTaBaj0Ch 0€CCTPACTHHIM, a B3I — IIyOOKUM U
HEIIPOHUIIAEMBIM. BOpyT yronku ero ry0 IpUIIOOHSIINCDH B JIEHUBOM U OMMaCHOM yCcMeIKe. A-JIuH, TH
IpaBfa AyMall, 4YTO S He IIOATOTOBUJICA? Pa3 yxK BEpHYJICS — OCTaBaucs!

OH MBIICS B BAaHHOM, BKJIIOUMB BOJY Ha IIOJIHYIO MOLTHOCTL. [y [I3unuH, cumeBIni CHapyXKHu, He MOT
UTHOPUPOBATH 3TOT 3BYK, KaK OBl HU cTapascs. Ero ria3a moTeMHeIH, OH HEBOJILHO MTPOBEJT SI3BIKOM
II0 IeKe U CXKaJl 3yOHhI:

— Yepr, onsaTh co0Ia3HsIeT, TBOIO MaTh!
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