HoBocCTh 0 TOM, UTO UMIIEPATOP OCTABUI BO ABOPEIKUX MOKOSIX YMHOBHUKA YK9HbL U Ban UyHMUHa
BMecTe 1moo0enaTh, OBICTPO pa3jieTeach 0 CIyXaM CpPefy CAaHOBHHUKOB. PadymeeTcs, moliia OHa U [0
KHA35 IOH4.

B aToT MOMeHT B moMecThe HOHSI —

— X03auH.

MyX4rHa B YePHHIX OfeXKaaX C TEMHBIM Y30POM B BUfie PHIOLI-IpaKoHa OBICTPHIM IIAarOM BOIIETI B
IIePenHIO0 3ay, 000THY IUPMY U 00eUMU PyKaMU MPOTSHYI HeOonbIoi 6aMOYKOBEIN TyOyC
MyK4YMHe, KOTOPHIU MTOJTyJieXKasl Ha TaxTe.

Ha MyxX4nHe ObLIT JIMHHBINA XajlaT CUHETO 1IBEeTa, BOPOTHUK X MaHKETHl KOTOPOTO OBIJIA OT/eIaHbl
cepeOpsIHOM BHIIIUBKOM B BUJIE IUIHIBYIIUX 0071aK0B. [Tog HUM BUAHENACH JIUIIb TOHKAs Oeast
HUXHSS pyOalka, BOPOTHUK KOTOPOM ObLJT pacliaxHyT HaAIlOJIOBUHY, 00HaXas yeTKue, 6eT0CHEKHBIE
KJTIOYUIIEL. YepHEle KaK CMOJIb BOJIOCH HEOPEXKHO pacCHIIAIUCh I10 I1lee, a Ha rybax ajnen
HEEeCTEeCTBEHHHIN OTTEHOK — CJIe[l OT ChedeHHbIX BUIIIEH, CTOSIBIIKUX Ha CTOJIE.

Kozxa Gerna Kak cajo, a r'yOHl ajnbl Kak KpOBb — II0XKaJIyH, 3TO ObUI0O UMEHHO 00 3TOM. ITUM
yes10BeKoM OblT KHI3b FOHB Cs10 L]3049Hb — eAMHCTBEHHBIN 3a TPUCTA JIeT uCcTopuyu TaitaHs BaH, dyel
TUTYJ OBbLJI JapOBaH 10 MaTEPUHCKOM (haMUIIUYU, YTO HATJISTHO [T0Ka3kIBajlo, CKOJIb CUJIBHO
HeiHelmHul CoiH Heba 6nmaroBonut bnaropopno# cynpyre KOHB.

A BoueAmuM MyKYMHOU OKa3aJiCd ero MTUYHBIM TejloXxpaHuTtens — FOHb Bau.

Cs0 11304sHb M3HAYAIbHO CHUMIEN C 3adKPBITEIMU I''Ta3aMU U IIOTPY3UJICA B 0e3MOJIBHOE co3eplaHue,
HO, YCIIBIIIAaB YbH-TO IIalr'v, €ro PeCHUILI €IBa 3aMETHO OPOTHYIIHN, II0CJIE€ YeTr0 OH OTKPEHIJ I'Jla3d.

910 OBlnH TIyO0KKE, MOT0OHBE Oe3MOHHOM TyYrHe YePHUJIbHEIE T'71a3a, Ka3al0Ch, OMWH JIUIIb B3TJIS[I
Ha HUX MOT IIPOH3UTh BCE HACKBO3b.

Haxe FOHBL Baii, KOTOPHIM OBCIOMY CemoBal 3a KHsi3eM KOHeM, Ha MOJICeKYH/IbI TOTePsIT
KOHIIEHTPAIIHIO.

— X035HH...

B ronoce FOub Bas 3By4ano nourenue, oH 06euMu pykKamu npotsaHyi Cso 1[30usHi0 HeGOobIIon
6amMOyKOBEI Ty6yC.

Kus3p FOHL 0gHOYM PYKOU B3SJI TOJAHHLIM eMy U3SLUIHEN Ty0yC, pa3Bsi3al TOHKYIO HUTS,
CKDEIJIIBIIYIO eT0, JOCTal OTTyAa CBEPHYTYIO B TPYOOUKY 3allKCKy, BHUMATE/IbHO BUUTAJICS B Hee, a
3aTeM OpOCUII B CTOSBILYIO PSIOM yally u cxker. [Tocye 4ero omepcs JIOKTeM Ha CTOSBIIUY Ha TaXTe
MaJIeHbKUH KBaAPATHLIA CTOJIUK U, IIPOAOJIXKAsA OTABIXATh C 3aKPHITHIMU IJIa3aMHy, 3afajl BOIIPOC:



— OTeLI-I/IMHepaTOp He IIPHUCHIJIA]I HUKOT'O C nopyquI/IeM?

— OrBeyar X0391UHY — II0Ka HeT.

— A He IIOCHIIAJIN JIM JIOAEH CIEOUTH 3a nmoMecTbeM HOusa?

— Toxe HeT.

— Xwm?

Csi0 11304sHE CHOBa OTKDEIJI I'JIa3a, X Ha ero Jinie IoABUIIOCh UCIIBITYIOIE€E BEIPaXKEHNE.

— Cypnst o BeCTSIM, 3TOT BaH [0JIZKeH OblJT TPUOKITh B Topox TalaHb ellle CerogHs BeYEPOM.
WmMmnepatpulia cMorja yCuneTh Ha MecTe, y3HaB 00 9ToM... [IoxoxKe, 3a 3TU TOJE OHA TOXe Koe-4eMy
Hay4usach.

IlocunTaB [0 KOHIIa, Csio [13045Hb MOOHSANICSA Ha HOTH, U Ha6p0HleHHbeI Ha IIJIe4Yn XaJlaT TyT XKe
COCKOJIb3HYIJI BHU3.

— Xo03sauH!

VBUEB, UTO OfleXXMa X03s1HA yaa Ha TaxTy, FOHb Baii ucmyracs, 94To TOT MPOCTYOUTCS, U
TIOCTIEIIHO MIaTHY/ BIEpen, HaMepeBasich mogo0paTh ¥ HAKMHYThL ee 00paTHO.

— Ilycraky, 3pemnni GaHIyH ropofa TaliaHs 3acTaBisgeT KaXkgoro OHEBOJIe CTAHOBUTHCS
KDENKUM U CUJIBHEIM TeJIoM. Pa3 yx uMnepaTpulla cobupaeTcsi CUgeTh CI0XKa PYKY, MBI CHadana
IIPDOSIBUM YYTUBOCTE, @ YK IIOTOM IIyCTUM B XOfi cuiy. IlepeoneBaiics, BEICTyIIaeM HEME/JIEHHO!

— Ectp!

B T0 ke BpeMsi BO BCIIOMOT'aTEJIBHBIX ITOKOAX JIBopua q)SHJ'IyaHB —

KeHmuHa ¢ XpynKoyu ¢GUTypol, yBeHYaHHass UMIIepPaTOPCKOM KOPOHOU ¢ n306paxkeHneM HeHUKCa,
110l IPHCMOTPOM UYETHIpeX CIIyKaHOK M30aBiignach OT TAXKEJbIX, TPOMO3IKNX YKpallleHu!. 3aTeM e€
0enoCHeXHbIEe, TOT0OHbE HePPUTY HOKKHU CTYIHUIM B 3apaHee MOATOTOBIIEHHY0 0agbio C TopsYei
Bojoi. Korga >XeHIHa OTPYy3UsIach B BOAY U IIPUKPHLIA I'1a3a B pacciabieHuy, CiyKaHKu
IIPUHSINCE TIOCHIIATh €€ JIeTIeCTKaMU TOJIbKO YTO COPBAHHBIX U ellle MCTOYABIINX apoMaT IIBETOB.

OTOM XKEHIMHOM Oblyla HEIHEITHSS MaTh IogHeOeCHeNIero Mupa — umneparpuia bait FOu. Ha Bug
UMIIepaTPHUIla Ka3aaach MOPa3uTeIbHO MOJIONOM, KTO-TO BIIOJIHE MOT GBI TOBEPUTH, OYOTO el eqBa
IIepeBaniIo 3a ABafLlaTh, OMHAKO Ha CaMOM [ieJie el yXKe MCIIOITHUIIOCh COPOK JIET, U OHa POfuiia



MMIIEPATOPY [IBYX ChIHOBe# — TpeTbero npuHia u CegpMoro mpuHIIa.

Hacrosimee ums umneparpunsl bait FOu — bay LluaauH. Korga uMnepaTop BIepBble YBUAET €€, eMY
II0Ka3aJIoCh, UTO 3Ta [ieBa YKcTa U 6e3ynpedHa, Kak Oesblii HepUT, IOCTie Yero OH ¥ BO3BEJ €€ B
pasr uMneparpuis bau HOu.

— T'oBopute~

CHYCTH MTI'HOBEHHE UMIIEPATPHUIIAa HEOKHNTAHHO II0AaJIa I'0JIoC. B eé menuBo 3BY4YadBIINX CJIIOBAX
TauJIOCh MaHAIIee 09apOBaHKe, CTOJIb HE II0X0XKee Ha eeé HEBUHHYIO BHEIITHOCTD.

YcnrinaB BeiCcOYaiiliee MOBeIeHNE, TPUCTTYKUBABILKE el CTy>KaHKU BLICTPOUJIUCDH B PSM Ha KOJIEHU
mepeq Heu.

X0Ts 3TU OeBYLIKYU BOLLIU BO [IBopel; O3HIIyaHb B CTAaTyCe IPOCTHIX CIIYKAHOK, Ha CaMOM [eJie BCce
OHU NpuHapgiexanu K Manomy KpacHomy [laBunb0oHy BHYTPU ABOPIIA.

Maneiit Kpacueii ITaBubOH OB CO3TaH 10 MPEII0KEHNI0 CaMOM UMIIEPATPHULIBI, 00palleHHOMY K
uMIIepaTopy. Tam oOuTanu ogapeHHbIe B HCKYCCTBE ITMHb, IIaXMaT, KaJNTUTPauu U KUBOMKUCH EBHI.
B oTnuure oT 0GBIYHBEIX ABOPIIOBBIX TAHIIOBIIUI] M MYy3bIKaHTIIN, B ManoMm KpacuHowm I[1aBUNTbOHE KUK
WCKJTIOUUTEITbHO JIEeBYIIKY IPUSTHON HapPYKHOCTU U BeCbMa cooOpa3uTesbHble, Ybel eIMHCTBEHHON
3apauen ObI0 JOOKIBATE [JIST UMIIEPATPUIIE TAallHbIE CBEIEHMUS.

HepBOﬁ 3aroBOpPUJIa CTapiiasa CIIy2KaHKa.

— CeropHs mocjie yTpeHHero JoKJiafia UMIepaTop OCTaBUjI YUHOBHUKA YXK3Hb U reHepasia BaHa B
HOxHOM KabuHeTe Ha LeNbix Ba Yaca. OHM 00CyXKfanu HefaBHUE IATh YOUICTB B ropope TaiiaHb.
YuHOBHUK UYK9HB CUMTAET, YTO 9T0 [TaBuIboH BoKeCTBEHHBIX 3BYKOB BHOBL OOBSIBUIICS B MUPE U
OpocaeT BBI30B IBOPY, XU UMIIEPATOP HE CTajl OTPHUIATH 9TO IIpefnonoxenue. I'enepan Ban ke
3asIBUJI, YTO CYHs 110 O0EBHIM HaBHIKAM yOUMUIIbI, OOBIYHEIE BOMHBI BPSI JIM CMOTYT C HUM COBJIAfaTh.
[To3unud Xe UMIlepaTopa I0Ka He [0 KOHIIa SCHA; [10 CJIyXaM, AOLIEeAIIUM Yyepes3 eBHyxa My U,
MMIIEpaTOp HaMepeH IOPYYUTh ITO [eJI0 pacciiefoBaTh KOMY-TO U3 IIPUHLEB.

BpoBu MIIepaTpuUIibl ClierkKa HaXMYPHUINCh, U U3SIIHAS Py4YKa 3a4epIHysia Bogsl U3 OadbH.

— Bemnukuii cyne6HBIN TPUKa3 TakK HOJITO He MOT BO BCEM Pa306paThCs B 3TOM [efie, a TeIeph
TIepeK/IafkBaTh €ro Ha IJIeYr MPUHIEB — He 3HAYUT JIU 3TO, YTO TOT, KTO BO3BMETCSI, HaBJleueT Ha
cebs Gemy?

ViMmepaTpuila paccyzxpmana cama ¢ co60, B To BpeMs Kak CIIy2KaHKU OblJIA 00s13aHbBI JTUIIb
MOKJIa[IbIBaTh pa3BeJaHHbIe ¥ He UMEH IIpaBa 00CYyXKaaTh MOJ00HEE Iejla C TOCIIOXKOM.

— U Bce xe... [laBunboH BoXKeCTBEHHBIX 3BYKOB NEVCTBUTENILHO 3aCTyKUBAET TIIATEIbHOU



npoBepkiu. Ilepenaiite [llecToMy mpuHITy, YTOOB OH SIBUJICS CETOOHS K YKUHY B 3anm OoHTyaHb
COCTaBUTh MHE KOMIIaHUIO.

— Ectp!

[TonyuuB mpuKas, epBas CllyXKaHKa TYT e yAalIuach.

— Crnepytomasi~

CII0BHO HCIIBITHIBAS CKYKY, UMII€PATPHIIa ITPOAOJIZKAaJla IIaJIbIlaMi PACCESIHHO p5{6I/ITb BOOHYVYIO I'JIafb.

— CeropHs yTpoM HanoxHuia FOHbL oTIIpaBuia 3a BOpOTa ABOPILIA CBOIO JIMYHYIO CIIyKAHKY O[T
IIPEeIoroM XKeJlaHus OTBeaTh BEIMEYKH M3 JIaBKHU 3a IpefenaMu gBopia. ITo3xke HamoxkHuia 09,
y3HaB 00 3TOM, TOXKe IT0C/Iajla CBOIO CTy2KAHKY 3a CIagoCTsIMM, HO Ta ObIJIa OCTAHOBIEHA
CTPaXXHUKAMHU Y [IBOPIIOBEIX BOPOT: € 3asBUIM, YTO CITy>KaHKa HaJT0XKHUIEI FOHb UMeeT MpaBo
IIOKHATh JBOPEI] TOJIbKO 110 UMEeHHOMY yKa3y. Torma Hanoxuuia K03 oTnpaBuiach MpoCcUTh
MMIlepaTopa BEIOATh YKa3, HO Obljla C THEBOM BHITHAHA UM.

— Ox~ Orta riynas HanoxHuuna K03, He 3HaloIas HU BEICOTH HeGecC, HU TOJIIMHEL 3eMJIH, TOXKE
BO3Kejasa cpaBHAThCA ¢ FOuE Iy, 0o yero xke oHa Tyna. [laxke y MeHs HeT TaKUX IIPUBUJIETUY, KaK
y FOHs Illy, ¢ KaKOU CTaTu e’ Ha HUX paCCYUTHIBAThH?!

[Tpu ynomuHanuu 671aropomHoi cynpyru KOHb Ha JHlle UMIIePaTPUIlLI BCIBIXHYJIO HUYEM HE
IIPUKPHITOE XT'y4dee YyBCTBO 3aBUCTH. [IpryeM 3aBHOOBalIa OHA BOBCE He MMIIEPATOPCKOM MUIOCTH K
6maropoguoi cynpyre FOHb u He e€ kpacoTte. K HanmoxHuile KO3 XKe oHA UCIBIThIBaIA JIUIITh
IIPe3PUTENIbHOE OTBPAIlleHue.

— OTpIIMTE KOTO-HUOYIb U3 PACTOPOIIHAIX JIIOAEH, IIYCTh IIPOCIENT 3a ciayxankou FOup Iy u
y3HAI0T, I'ie Ta o0bIBaja. A ellle HaliiUTe MapOYKy HE3HAKOMBIX COO0Pa3UTEIbHEIX JINI, TYCTh
OTIIPaBATCS B OPYI'¥Ae ABOPHL U OT UMeHU HaoKHUIEL KO3 paclyCTaT CIIyXU O AYPHBIX ITOCTYIKAX
HOnp Uy~

BTOpaEI CIIYy2KaHKa TaK2Ke ITIOKWHYJId IIOKOH.

— IMoxumnas ciyKXaHKa, OTIPaBJIeHHAas CETOTHS YTPOM 3a 3aKylmKaMu, 00MOJIBUIACE, YTO BCTPETHUIA
Ha ynuie Myponr Cio3. M3HavambHO Ta cufesia B KapeTe, HO MOPHIB BETPA OTKUHYIT 3aHABECKY, U
CIyXKaHKa pasrisaaerna eé muio. PaHbIne 3Ta XeHIMHA eIk MecsIl MPUCITyKKUBasa moajie MypoHT
C109, TaK 4YTO OIIMOKHU OBITH HE MOXKET.

— O? A BoT 3T0 yXKe m000mbITHO. KitaH MypoHT TOKJIageIBall UMIIEPATOPY, YTO BEPHYTCS B TOPON
TaitaHb NMUIIE B CIEAYIOIEM MecsIe, HO B uTore MypoHr Cio3 yke 00bsSBUIACh B CTOIHIIE?
[TepemaiiTe 9Ty BECTh UMIIEPATOPY, MHE HE TEPIUTCS B3TJISIHYTh, KaK OH C 3TUM ITOCTYIIHT.



— EcTp!

— ITocnemusisi~

WmnepaTpulla IPUKpEIIa POT PYKOU U JIETOHBKO 3€BHYIIA.

— My3bIKaHTIINA, YTO BYepa BHICTyIasa B 0COOHSIKe TOCIOogUHA KaHIIepa, CEerOqHs BepPHYIach C
IOKJIaloM: KaHIJIep yKe 00beqUHUIICS C HECKOJIbKMMY CaHOBHUKaMU ¥ HaMepeH IPUHYIUTD
uMIneparopa o0bIBUThH HacleOHUKA IIpecTosa. YTo Xe [0 KaHguaaTa... KaxkeTcs, 3T0 BOBCe He
TpeTtuii npuHIL.

— Kaxercs? UTo 3HAUUT «KaxkeTcs»? Moi 6paT IponBaeT KPOBb Ha IOJISX CPaXKeHUH paiu
TaliaHs, HO OHU He XOTST BO3BOOUTH B HACTIEOJHUKU MOEro 3aKOHHOTO cTapiiero ceiHa? Koro xe
TOTTIa OHU cOOpanucCh JenaTh HaCcllemMHUKOM? BEITh MOXKET, 9TOT0 KHA3s FOHS, CTONb XKe
BHICOKOMEPHOT0 ¥ IIPe3UPalollero BCex BOKPYT, KakK U ero MaTyika? Heyxkesnu BCS 9Ta CBOpa
YMHOBHUKOB coOpasach Tu3aTh 3agHUILY 3aTBopHuUlle FOus IIly?

BcoeimuB 0T HEOXKHUIAHHOCTH, UMIIEPATPHIla PE3KO BCTaja IPSMO B BOTE.

CnyxaHKa MOT4a OIIYCTHJIa TOJIOBY, IIO3BOJISIST UMIIEpATpHUlle B THEBE 00PYIIUTH KyJIaK¥ Ha BOIHYIO
rnamb. MMneparpuila moHUMAra, YTO BEIMENIATh 37I0CTh Ha CIyXKaHKe 6eCII0e3HO, C J0Camoin
B3IIJIECHYB BO[Y €Ille ITapy pa3, OHa 3acTaBuiia cebsi yCIIOKOUTHCS.

— UyTh M03Ke MONOXKOUTE ¥ MOUX OBEPEH, s ITepefiaM BaM IociaHue!

— Ectp!

[Tocnemnss CIIY2KdHKa TOZXK€ YOaJIUIaCh, X TOT'dad JINIO UMIIEPATPUILBI KCKA3UIIOCh OT CBUPEIIOTO
BEIPpa2KEeHHU .

Kakasi-To mo6o4yHas feBYOHKa TOXkK€e BO3HaMepHUJIaCh BO3BHICUTLCS HAJ MOUM CHIHOM, KaKas
HeCJIbIXaHHas 0ep30CTh!

Kak TonpKo uMIepaTpuila MbICIIEHHO IPUHSIACh IPOKIMHATh 61aropogHyto cynpyry KOHb, no e€
CJIyXa moHeccst 000TbCTUTENbHBIN T'OJI0C:

— Heyxenu Hallla UMIIepaTPHIla TaK TIyOOKO BXKUJIACH B POJIB?

— Bbpaten Tan CaHb!

He yCIieJl TOCTE IIOKA3aThCsA Ha I'Jla3ad, KaK JIMI0 UMIIEPATPUIIEI MTHOBEHHO ITEPEMEHMNITIOCE: eeé



HEBWHHBIN BU[I U CHUSIOIINE OT HEOXKUOAHHON PAgOCTH Tla3a OBIIM UMEHHO TeM, YTO OOJIbIlle BCETo
niobwun HeiHelnuuid Crig Heba.

— [IpuBETCTBYIO0 UMIIEPATPHUILY ~

Bormepmmii Ob11 0071a4eH B TEMHO-3€JICHBIH IIeIKOBEIM XaIaT C 3alIaxoM Ha6OK, a HIPIpOKPIfI I105IC U3
TEMHOM TKaHU He6pe}KHO 00BMBAJI €T0 TaJIn0, TaK YTO KazKaoe OBUXKEHNEe [eJlajI0 O4ePTaHus ero
CTaHa enBa YJIIOBUMBIMH.

HMmepaTpulla mepesesia B3rJsd Ha 9TO UI0: Oellasg KaK CHET K0xXa, OPOBYU CJTIOBHO BHITMCAHEI
TYIIBIO, JIUIIO TOJOOHO JIelecTKaM IIePCUKOBOTO I[BETa — Yapyiolllee U HeMOHNYECKH
nputsaratenbHoe. O6a oHM 001aJaIl KPacoTOM, HO eClii KHsI3b KOHb HallOMHUHAJ CHEXHBIN JIOTOC, TO
TaH CoHb ITOXOOUII Ha IIHUOH.

Tsn CoHb MIOTHO C3KaJl TOHKHE 1"y'6BI, YCTPEMHB Ha UMII€PATPULY CBOU 30JIOTHCTHIM B3I, a YT OJIKA
€r0 PTa HEMIPOM3BOJILHO IMPUIIOAHAINCE.

— Bparen Tan CaHb Tak moiro He HaBemlan Hun-3p, HUH-3p yK OBIJIO TOAyMasa, YTO Thl COBCEM O
MHE He IOMHUIIb~

Tan CoHb MOOHSIICS Ha HOTH ¥ HAIIPABUJICS MPSIMO K KyTanabHe. UMmepaTpuiia 6e3 TeHH CMYIIEHUS
IIOJIHSIJIaCh HABCTPeUy C APyroro Kpas 0acceliHa, 00HaKeHHOM MPUOIHUKaICh K MyKUMHE — CY/S 110
BCEMY, OHU TIpefiaBaIlCh TAalHBIM CBUIAHUSM OaJIeKO He BIIEPBHIE.

[Mopmo¥ias K Kpato BomoeMa, ToH CIHb MO3BONMKI U 6€3 TOTO He3aBsI3aHHOMY XaJlaTy OKOHYATeJIbHO
COCKOJIb3HYTh Ha 10j1. HU4yTh He Me[jIsi, OH IIIar 3a LIaroM CTYIIHMII B TEILTYIO BOMY.

— Pa3Be s He mpuien HaBeCTUTh Tebs?~ Thl Ke 3Haelllb, KaK HEIPOCTO MHE KypCUPOBATh TyHda-
0o0paTHO ¥ IIPU 3TOM YCKOJIb3aTh OT BHUMAaHUS UMIIEPATOPCKOM CTPaXu.

— Hun-9p 3HaeT, Kak Taxkeno 6paTiy ToH CaHIO, Tak 1M03BOJIb Ke HUH-3p Ha 3TOT pa3 m03ab0TUTHCS
o Tebe!

Cpa3y TI0CJie 3TOIr0 U3 BCIIOMOTATEJIBHBIX ITOKOEB NOHECIIUCE 3BYKHU CIIaAOCTPACTHOI'O HAaCIaXKOEHUA.
CrosBire Ha TIIOCTYy CHaPYXKHU CIIy2KaHKH COXPAaHAIA KaMEHHEBI€ JIMIla, CJIOBHO ITPOUCXOOAIIee OBLITO
OJId HUX CaMBIM IIPUBBIYHBEIM TEJIOM.
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