— ThI yBepeH, 4To 3TO0 3pech, Hun?

— Pasymeertcs! He cmen cOMHEBATHCS B MOEM 4UyThe. Sl HUKOTAa He TEPSAII Cllef] XKEeHIUHbI!

— THI ¥ He MOTOHSJI HU OOHOM JKEHIIMHEL B CBOEH XKU3HU!

— 3aTkHucCh, xebdpu!

Paspgancs rpoxoT. [IBeps BHE3AMHO paclaxHyach, HO KOMHaTa OKa3aachk mmycra. CioBo Baime
IIPEBOCXOUTEILCTBO, KOTOPOE e yXKe MPUTOTOBUII Ha S3BIKE, TAK U 3aCTHII0 HEIIPOU3HECEHHBIM.
Kaponus nocmnelnuna 3aKpeITh ABePb, @ Hunm 3akpuyan:

— 970 HeBo3MoxHO! TouHO 37€ech!

— Yro cTpsicnock? Hukoro? MoxkeT, oHU yuumu? — [13Buf ObT CKJIOHEH NOBEPSTH COMIJIEMEHHUKY.

KapOJ'II/IH orjsdgejia KOMHaTy:

— He uckmioueno, uto ux 3abpan Otpsim Cesitoro KosnbIia. 3mech TOIHKO YTO ITPOBOIUIIN OOBICK.

— Ho Ta XkenmuHa Obllla TaKO¥ CUIBHOM... — HUJ XOTeI MPOogoKuTh, HO KaponuH 3axana eMy poT
PYKOM.

— Kro 3gecs? Brixogu! — psABKHYyIa OHa.

Hun u [IsBun B HU3yMJIEHUU IIEPETIIAHYINCE. Hey}KenH KTO-TO CMOT CKPEITH CBOM 3allax OT UX HIOXa?

KaPOJ'II/IH CTOsJIa IIOCpegr KOMHATEL U yCMeXallaCh:

— XBaTUT NpSATaThCS. S 4YYBCTBYIO TBOIO Maruio. He IEITalCsl COMPOTUBNATLCSA: pa3 s Te0s oIyIalo,
3HAYUT, MOS CHUJIa IIPEBOCXONUT TBOIO. BEIX0ou caMa, WHa4e He B3BIIIM, €CNIU S IPUMEHIO0 CUITY.

OpHakKo IPSITAaBIIUICS YeT0OBEK IPOSIBIIS/I 3aBUAHOE TepreHue. KaponuH, Bopya, Hadyaja 0OLICKMBATh
KOMHATY:

— B aTtoMm mome mputaunachk Kpeica! ITomoraite nckath! MoXeT, OHa 4TO-TO 3HAET!

— JlagHO, TOMOXKeEM, — 0TO3BaJiCAd e, U OCTaJIbHbIe IIapHU TOXKE IIPUHSAIIACE 3a OEeJIO0.



— Ou! — Hun omycTumncs Ha KOJeHH, JePHYJ 3a Kpall IIPOCTHIHU U TYT XK€ YIJIOBUI CN1a0bIi, edBa
pa3nuYuMBIN apoMaT. Takol TouKui! HeynuBUTENbHO, UTO OH HE Y4YSIJI €T0 PaHbIIIe.

B TOT ke mur nnepen rima3aMy MEJIbKHYII XOHOHHbeI oneck. Hun YBEDPHYIJICA OT KMHXKaJlla, IIePEXBATUII
3alldCThe HananaBmeﬁ " PBIBKOM BBEITAIIHII eé H3-TI0[0 KPOBATH.

[Tepen HUM, OpPOXKa U POHSIS CI€3H, CXKHUMala KUHKaJ [eBYIIKa C KOPOTKUMHU CBETJIO-KAIITaHOBEIMU
BoJiocamMu. Hun cKoHGyKeHHO pa3zKaJjl Iasblbl U TIOCMOTPEN Ha Jfe:

— Oy g HAYEero TakKoro He gejall...

— Kt0 THI? — X070OHO crpocuia KaponuH.

Marbiika BHITTISIIENIa MOJIOXKe BCeX MpUCyTCTRyoommx. OHa Oblla faxe MeHbIne [xxeddpu, B KuUIax
KOTOPOT'0 TeKJIa KPOBb IBOP(OB, BO3MOXKHO, OblIa C HUM OBHOTo pocTa? Ho B mo6oM ciyyae oHa
Ka3ajach KpolledHoH. [leBylIKa efiBa CTOsIa Ha HOTaX, U JaxXe C OPyXKUeM B pyKax He IIpefCcTaBisiia
HUKaKOX YI'PO3HI.

— Tebs cpalMBaloT, OTBeYai Kak cienyet! — Kaponus marsysa Blepeq ¥ KPelnKo cXBaTuia e€ 3a
3amsictbe. OHa o0afasna BpOXKIEHHON YyIOBUIITHON CUJIOMN, CIIOCOOHOM pa3phIBATh XKeJIe3HBIE LETH,
1 pa3gpoOuTh KOCTU 9TOM NEBUOHKHU [IJIs HEE He COCTaBIANO0 Tpyaa. OgHako pe6eHOK 0Ka3ascs
HEOXUJaHHO CTOMKUM: HECMOTPS Ha 0JeCTeBIINe B I'Ia3ax CjIe3bl, OHa JIUIIb YIPSMO ITOofiKasa I'yohl,
XpaHs MOT4YaHue.

KaponuH He Bepuia, YTO Ta BEIOEPKUT, ¥ Havasa CXKUMaTh PYKYy CUIbHee. MaJIbIIKy 3aTPSICIIO OT
601, HO OHA JIKIIb 3afpajla rOJIOBY, ©30 BCEX CHUJI CTapasiCh He [aTh Ce3aM yIacThb.

Bonb Geina [jisi Heé MPUBEIYHEIM Y4yBCTBOM. OHa gyMaiia 00 9TOM, ¥ CJI€3Hl MOCTEIIEeHHO BHICHIXAIIH.
TleByIKa OTPEIIEHHO TEPIesa, CJIOBHO e€ pyKa MpHUHajiexkana He el caMoil.

— Tebe He 6onpHO? He MoxkeT O6bITH! [TocMOTpPUM, Oyelb U THl MOT4aTh, KOTAa 1 pa3apobiiio Tebe
3amsacToe!

— Kaponus, xBatut! OTIycTH €€! — HEegOBOJIbHO BOCKJIUKHY Je€.

Hun noppmepxkarn ero:

— BepHo, 9T0 ke pocTo AeBYoHKa. OTIyCTH, MOXKET, OHa BooOIIe HeMas.

KapOJ'II/IH CIIPOCHJIa IIJIEHHUITY:



— Tw1 HEMaAg?

IeByIlKa He OTBETHUA, CJIOBHO U He ciblmana eé. OHa IOo-pexXHeMy aepKasia roJI0By BEICOKO,
oOHaxas U3AIIHYI0 TUHUIO YeIIOCTU U TOHKYI0, 6enyio meto. Koxa e€ Oblia 611eIHOM, KakK Y
apUCTOKPATOB, KAYAIIMXCST CBOEH roTy00i KPOBBIO, ¥ CKBO3b HEE [azKe IIPOCBEYUBAIIM I'0JTy0OBATHE
BEHHI.

— XM, 3HAYUT, Thl HE TOJILKO HeMasi, HO ellle u riyxas? Torga s clipalllvBalo: ITie XKeHIIXHa, KOTopas
JKMBET B 9TOM KOMHaTe? Ha 9T0 THI, IOIKHO OBITh, TOXKE HE OTBETHUIIL? — Opocuna KaponuH.

Bonb B pyke cTajla HEBEIHOCUMOM. [IeBYyIIKa OTKPELIA POT, CJIOBHO COOMpPasiCh 3aKpUyaTh, HO
3acTaBuiia ce6st 3amonyaTh. E€ ryOnl 6€33BYYHO CIOXKUINCH B UMs. KaponuH He ycIiena ero
pa3o0path, KaK YeJI0BEK 3a OBEPHIO IOSBHUIICS, CJIOBHO OTO3BABILUCH HA 30B.

— OTHYCTI/I eé! — BMecTe C 3TUMHU CJTI0BaMM 00XKHUTaIas BOIHA yYoapuia KaPOJ'II/IH I10 3aIlACTERIO.

Ta BCKPHUKHYJIA U Pa3XKalla IIaJIbITHL. Ha 3amsicTee ocTascs cief, CI0BHO OT 0XKOTa, a OpaHZXKeBoe
CBE€YEeHne IIPOJ0JI2KaJI0O IIPUYNHATH 007Ib.

S[e U oCTalbHBEIE HE YCIIeIN OMIOMHUTHCS, Kak KapomuH, cienus 3yOsl 0T 00JIH, BEIXBATHIIA KJIMHOK U
Opocunach B aTaky. Ho mpexkje 4eM OHa ycIrejla KOCHYThCSI BHICOKOM XKEHIIMHEI, Ta CXBaTUa e€ 3a
o0e pyKHu ¥, KaK MeIlIOK, OTIIBHIPHYJIA B CTOPOHY.

BopoHa ¢ MpayHbIM JTUIIOM oOpaTuiack K Kaponus:

— B Hamei cembe He yuat o0uxkaTh ciabbx. Ecnu y Te6s ecTh Takas gypHas NPUBHIYKA, JIyYIIe 5
MCIIPaBIIIO €€, ITI0Ka He BepHY TeOs o0paTHO. YTOOH TOTOM He IIPUIIIOCH CAUPATh C Te0s ceMb IIKyp!

— 4 cka3zana, 4To He oAy ¢ To6o0# HuKyma! XBaTuT BooOpaxkaTh 0 cebe 60T BECThb UTO!

Bopona He oOpaTtuna BHuMaHus Ha Kaponus. OHa MOBepHyIach U MOAHSIA C T10J1a 00eCCUIeHHYI0
[Tempo:

— MarblliKa, TH B IOPSAKe? — OHa C TPEBOTOM ITOCMOTPeJIa Ha e€ 3alsCThe, C TPYAOM CepKUBas
THEB.

Ynoxwus Ilegpo Ha KpOBaTh, OHA B3sijIa €€ 3a MOg00POMOK:

— I'yOy pa3buna... Heyxenu mano toro, 4to Tebs obungenu? Tebe camoil He OOJIBHO?

I'nynoe, HeCHOCHOE OuUTS!



Ha pykax BopoHBI BCIIBIXHYTT O€JIBIH 11eJTUTeNbHEIN cBeT. E€ MoIb mofgaBuiia 6eCIOKOMHBIX
TIOJTYKPOBOK, 3aCTaBUB UX HaOJIIONATh 3a TEM, KakK OHa 3a00T/IMBO IEYUT [I€BOYKY, HE CMes
nomeBenuThCA. JIumb KaponuH ¢ HeHaBUCThIO CMOTPeJla Ha He€, XKejas yOUTh Ha MecTe, HO
TIOHMMasl, YTO PA3HUIIA B CHJIE CJTUIIKOM BeJIMKa, OHA JIMIIh JOCAIHO CXKUMAJIa HOIIIee 3aIsiCThe.

[Tegpo Ovina B MOIy0oOMOPOYHOM COCTOSTHUM OT 6011, E€ 3amsacThe ObLJIO TOUTH pa3apobiieHo — a
MOXKeT, yKe U pa3rpobiieHo, IpocTo He fo KoHIa! OHa 6e3BOJIbHO IPUJIbHYIA K PyKe BOpoHH,
3[I0POBOi JTAJOHBIO BIEMUBIINCH B €€ OfeKAY, ¥ HAaCTOPOXKEHHO TOTJIsIARBAjIA Ha He3BaHbIX TOCTEH.

— Bnaronaplo BacC... MHe YK€ JIy4Ille, — JIeBad PYKa IIOCTEIIEeHHO Ha4ajla IIPUXOOUTE B 9yYBCTBO, 0071b
yTuxaja. YBuUmeB, 4TO NTeYeHUe 3aKOHYEHO, OHa MMOCHeIlnIa 1'IO6J'Ial"OI[apI/ITB.

BopoHa HHYero He OTBETHIIA, JIUIIb CMaXHyJla IaJblieM 10T C e€ j16a U YILI0OHYIach:

— He HepBHUYAaH, Bce XopoIro. I 30ech.

Ona Benena [legpo mepeuTy B JanbHIOK CIIANbBHIO, U Ta, HE 3aaBas BOIIPOCOB, ITOCIYIIHO KUBHYIA U
yiuia. ToJIBKO [1ocjie 3Toro bopoHa IoBepHyJiach K apHIM:

— B ueMm memo? — ona mocmoTpesa Ha KaponuH. — {4 ke TOBOpHIIa, YTO MPUIY 3a TOOOI.

— Y Hac ecTb K BaM nipockfa! — Ope ycmesn BCTaBUTh CI0BO, He faBasi KapoauH OTBETHUTS.

BopoHa X0/10gHO yCMEXHYIacCh:

— V¥ Bac OBOIBHO CBOGOﬁpaSHaH MaHepa IIPOCUTH O ITOMOIIH.

Oxe CMyTHIICS ¥ C YIIPEKOM IIOKOCHJICS Ha KaponuH, Ta UL OTBEPHYJIACh, HE JXKeJlas IpU3HaBaTh
CBOIO BUHY.

— IIeno B TOM, 4TO Ta YejIoBeYecKas [eBYIIKa ciacia X)Xu3Hb Cecusns. Ternmeps OHa caMa IIomaja B
6enmy u3-3a Cecunb. M CITaciu €€, HO €€ CeMbi0 COOMPAIOTCS OTIIPABUTH Ha KOCTep. Bl 04eHb
MOTYIIIECTBEHHEI, TI09TOMY... — [[9BU[ SBHO ObII MacCTEPOM CTIaxkuBaTh yriibl. OH mogMuruyn Humy,
U TOT, HalleNIUB yIHIOKY, mo6aBuna: — Ballle TpeBOCXOIUTENLCTBO, MBI BCE BUJIE/IM Ballly NOOIECTS.
Ecnu B TOMOKETe, HEBUHHEBIE JTIOAKU U30ETHYT CMEPTU. MBI BUHOBATHI, 9TO IIPaBMa, HO MIPOSIBUTE
musocepaue! Eciu BB 0OCTaHETEeCh B CTOPOHE, HaM BCeM KOHelr!

— Himenno! Cecusnb HU 3a YTO He OPOCUT Ty OEBYIIKY, €CJIM MBI He TIOMOXKEeM, OHa IOUIEeT Ha BEPHYIO
CMepTh, a Belb OHa paHeHa! [la ¥ MBI caMH... eCJIu OBl He Ballla IIOMOIIb, MBI OBl CETOOHS TaM U
roJieryiu!

BopoHa ¢ upOoHKed II0CMOTpesla Ha HUX, COPOCHIIA IIUTAIl ¥ Hanuia ce6e BOME:



— beccTrIACTBO 3Bep0monel71, KaK BCerfa, He 3HAa€T I'PAaHHII.

HoBunm 1 Hum mpomycTuny 9To MUMO YIIeH, IpofoKas ynbibaThesi, Ho KaponuH He BhepXkara:

— Yro KacaeTcs 6eCCTBIACTBA, TO JIOASM 10 Bac Aajneko! Pa3 yxk Brl moMoriau HaMm cnactd Cecuins,
noyeMy Obl He JOBECTH [1eJ10 70 KoHUAa? C BalIMMM CIIOCOOHOCTSIMU 3TO Ipolre npocroro! 4 Ovita
HellpaBa, HalaB Ha Bac. Ecnu yOuiCTBO MeHS IIOMOKEeT BaM BHIIIYCTUTH I1ap, AeUCTByHTE!

Ona TOPAO TIPOTsAHYyJIa CBOM KJIMHKH, OIIYCTUJIAChE HAa OOHO KOJIEHO IIepen BOpOHOfI " I10OCTaBHJIa
mIero.

bopoHa paccMmesinacs:

— MHe HyXKHa TBOS XKU3Hb? Ecu 51 Te0s1 yObIO, TPUCTA CEMbIECSIT BOCEMb TBOUX CTAPEUIINH IPUOYT
3a Moei ronoBo! YOuicTBO copogria — BeUYaAUIINH I'pex B HAlLlleM POy .

— Tak 4ero xe THl X04elllb? — BCKpuyana Kaponus.

JKeHIMHAa C KpaCHBIMU BOJIOCaMU OTKMHYJIACh Ha CIMHKY CTyJla, Jake IJIOTOK BOALI OHA [elasa C
O6eckoHeuHoOI rpanuel. E€ miIMHHBIE BOJIOCH, TYCThIE U IIEIKOBUCTHIE, Ka3anuch Oe3ynpeunbiMu. OHa
HaKpyTHa IPSAOb Ha Iajell, CIOBHO Urpasi ¢ JoOkIuel, ¥ ¢ MI000IEITCTBOM ITPOU3HECTIA:

— ¢ momMorsna BaM NI IOTOMY, YTO YAapUIIO B TOJIOBY. BCE 3TO MeHs He KacaeTcsl. Y MeHs eCTh
cuja IIOMOYb, HO €CTh CHJIa ¥ 0TKa3aThk. C yero Okl MHE PUCKOBATh pagy Bac?

OHa MpUIIOfHSIa TOHKYI0 OPOBb:

— YT0 g mony4y B3aMeH?

KaposnuH B SPOCTH CIIPOCHIIA:

— Tax 4yero Tel Xo4ens? YTo OBl TBI HU MOMPOCHIIA, S HocTany! Mul ¢ Cecunb BEIPOCIH BMecTe. [laxe
€CJIM MHe He HpPaBUTCS Ta 4YeJioBedecKas AEBYIIKA, I He MOTY II03BOJIUTE €l yMepeThb. ECu ThI
IIOMOZKEITb, S COeJai BCE, YTO YyrogHo!

— A THI IpeaHHEIN APYr, — 3aMeTusna bopoHa.

Kaponus riyxo OypKHYyJa 4TO-TO B OTBET.

Sxe, YBUOEB ITaHC, ITOCIIEIINII Ha IIOMOIIIb:



— Bame npeBocxomuTenbcTBO, Cecunib — Hallla ITOIPYTa, ¥ MEI He OpocuM e€ B Oeme. E€ memo —
Hallle fieio, e€ 6marometreny — Haum 61arogeteny. Mul 00s3aHEl CIACTYA CEMbIO TOM JEBYIIKHU.
[TpocuM Bac mOMOYb, MBI TOTOBHI Ha BCE, YTO B HAIIKX CHJIAx!

— A ecTh 11 YTO-TO, UTO MHE He IOJ] CUIY, HO IIOJ] CUIIy BaM?

— 3T0... — Jme OBII CIKUIIKOM MOJIOH, ¥ BOIIPOC BOpOHEI 3acTas ero BpaciioX. [l0XKOaBIIKNCh, KOrga
OHM OKOHYATEJIbHO Pa3BOJIHYIOTCS, OHA He CIIellla 03By4uja yCcloBue: — 4 oMory, Ho MHe HyXKHa
oHa. [IycTh UmeT CoO MHOM.

[Toxm cmoBoM «oHa» mmogpa3yMeBanack KaponuH.

[Tapuau 3amsnuck. bopoHa gobaBuma:

— He GoiiTecs, OHa Telepb MOSI CeMbs, 1 He 1aM e€ B o0uny. Eciu Bbl 3HaeTe, KTO OHA, TO [TOJIXKHEI
3HATh ¥ 0 PelyTaluy Hallero poxra. Mbl He TTO3BOJIUM HU OJHOMY [ETEHHIIy CKUTAThCS B
oouHO4YeCcTBe. MoxeTe ObITh CIIOKOMHEL: TIOTOMCTBO IJIS1 HAC IIPEBHIIIe BCETO, U OHA IIOJTyYUT BCE
caMmoe yyudiiee. B nmro0oM ciydae, 3T0 OyeT HaMHOIO JIy4Ille, 4YeM TO, YTO OHa MOXKeT ITOJIyIUTh B
yesioBedecKoM obmecTBe. O Hel 103a00TATCA, e€ o0y4yaTt, Mbl rapaHTApyeM el 6e3omacHOCTh. Korga
OHa IIOB3POCJIEET UM IPOUeT UCIEITaHNe, OHA CMOXKET IIOKUHYTh OCTPOB. KTO 3HaeT, MOXeT, BH
elre BCTPETUTECE.

— 9T0, 0€3YCI0BHO, IYYIINi BEIOOD OJIS HEE.
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