B IIPpUIOTE BCE NEeTU 3HAJIK, YTO y Punnna HeBeCTh OTKyOa B34JICA MaJIeHbKHH XBOCTHK, ¥ TOJIBKO CaM
HTaH 0o KOHIla He 0CO3HaBall 3TOr0 QJaKTa.

Tem He MeHee, JeTU O-IPeXHeMY CTOPOHUNUCH Punnna, u YTaHy OHEBOJIE [OCTaBaIOCh BMECTE C
HUM. [leTckas 3700a 1mopoi OBIBaeT [0 yKaca IPSAMOMHENHOH, u MTaH OCTENeHHO IPUBHIK K
CTPaHHBIM B3IJIsIIaM, KOTOpPEle OPOCay B €0 CTOPOHY.

Hamnpumep, IpsiMo ceidac OH C HEBO3MYTUMBIM BUIOM BO3UJICS C ITOTPENaHHOM pybalnkoi ToMa.
PBaHBIN Kpal BOPOTa SICHO HaBasl IIOHSTh, YTO €€ KTO-TO Ipy0o pa3opBall.

— OTO YK TOYHO IIOCJI0XKHEE, YeM IITOMATh IIJTIOIIEBOT0 Kpouka... — 6opMoTan cebe nom Hoc UTaH,
CTapaTe/IbHO CpaXasiCh C HEMOCIYIIHOW UT0JIKOU ¥ HUTKOU.

W3nauanpHO y HUX OBUIa IIpUNlaceHa HOBas OfeXKna, HO KOTa OH PeIINsI oCTaTh e€ U3 mKada,
yBUIEHHOE 3aCTaBuiIo 6eOHOr0 MalbyuKa IIMPOKO paclaxHyTh rnasa. OH HeLooLUeHuI 37100y
OCTaJIbHHIX JeTel. AKKypaTHas Oefas pyballika IpeBpaTUiIach B JOXMOThSI, ¥ B TOT MOMEHT MTaH
[aXke He PELIusICS B3TJITHYTH Ha JIUIO ToMa.

YTpowM, npocHysuIuch, iTan cHOBa He 00Hapyxku1 ToMa psifoM — IOCTeNTb Obljia XOJI0gHOM. [la, OH
onsTh ucyed. K cuacThio, Ha 9TOT pa3 MTaH aganTupoBasics HOBOJIbHO ObICTPO. OH IOOHST epen
co00¥ C TPYAOM 3aIlTONAHHYIO PYOaIlKy ¥ PACIIJIBIICS B CYACTINBOM yiabiOKe. Eciu 05 MuCCHC OBOH
Obla ceitdac 3mech, OHa OBl IIOlle/I0Baia ChIHA B IEKY ¥ Ha3Bajla eT0 CAMBIM YyJeCHBIM peOEHKOM Ha
cBete. Ho... ceriyac 0H oCcTascsi COBCEM OOUH.

Vnribka MTaHa IOCTENIEHHO yraciia, OH PACTEPSIHHO YCTaBUJICS Ha OfEXKIY B CBOUX PyKaX.

— HWTaH, TH 4ero 3aBUC? — JMUIM MTOJOINTA K MalbYUKy, IPUKUMas K cebe KpPONIuKa, ¥ OMyCTHUIIACh
psmoM. OHa OblyIa OMHOM M3 HEMHOTHX, KTO COTJIAIlIaiCs Pa3roBapuBaTh ¢ MTaHoM. KoHEYHO, TOBKO
Korma ToMma He OBbLIO TOGJIM30CTH.

— IMpuset, OMunu, — MtaH O4HYyJCA U APykKe00HO YIHIOHYICS JeBOYKE.

Omuny OblTa MUJIOBUIHOH TaTHHOAMEPUKAHKOM C KAIITAaHOBEIME KYIPSIMM, KOTOPHIE IIPUIABaIK i
030pHO¥ BuA. Kponuk B €€ pyKax, Ka3alioch, 0YeHb CUMIIaTU3UPOBAJ MTaHy, KacasiCh PO30BHIM
HOCHKOM THIJTbHON CTOPOHEI JIAMOHU MaJIbuHKa.

— Ilocnymas mens, UtaH, Tebe nmyylie MOUTH B KOMHATY U HafleTh YTO-HUOYOH O0Jiee MpUITUYHOE, —
OMuNIM OKMHYJa B3rISA0M OleXKAy Manbunuka. — 4 ciblana ot muccuc Koy, 4To cKopo ciofa
IPUIYT JIFOAU, YTOOB YCHIHOBUTE KOTO-TO U3 feTel. [JyMalo, Tebe He X04eTCs BEYHO TOPYaTh B 9TOM
HaJoe[IuBOM MeCTe.

— Ho... — UraH, npuxumas K cebe TOIbKO YTO IOYMHEHHYIO Py0allKy, BHE3aIIHO BCE TOHSII: T JeTH
VICTIOPTHUIIN UX Of€XKAY UMEHHO JJIs1 TOTO, YTOOB UX He 3a0paiy B CEMBIO.



— IlleBenuch, MaIbuUK, y TeOS Majio BpeMEHU. — 3aMeTHB, YTO HETOJalEKy KTO-TO UAET, IMUNK
TIOCTIEIITHO BCKOYMJIA C KPOJIMKOM B PYKax ¥, He NOXKUAASCh OTBeTa, yoexana. O4eBUIHO, OHA [0
yxkaca 6osmace ToMa.

OpHako Ha 9TOT pa3 MUMO ITpoxonun He ToM, a mepenadykaHHBIY B Ipsa3u Boo.

— Ilomeén nmpoyb, MENKUN MOHCTP! — OH B SIPOCTH TOJIKHYJ MiTaHa B IJ1€40, €r0 KPYyTriioe KpacHoe
JIALIO HAalIOMHUHAJIO NMOKapPEeHHYIO JIEMEIIKY.

HUtan IMOMATHYJICA OT YOapad, U B TOT MOMEHT, KOI'Ta OH €IBa He yIIaJl, 9YbiA-TO HEBUONMaA CHJId
IIOJXBaTHUJIA €T0 CO CIIMHBI. 3aK/IMHAHUE JIEBUTAMY — MTaH MOMHUJI 3TO 3aKJIMHAHUE.

— Bo0, 51 He TpoYb CHOBa IpenofaTh TeOe YpoK, KaK Hy2KHO XOOuUTh, — ToM €N ciemoM. Ero rosoc
3ByYaJl XOJIOMHO, C SBHEIMHU YI'POKAIOIUMHU HOTKAMH.

— Brl 06a — yponst! — Bob moKpacHesN OT 37I0CTH ¥ C CUJION TOIHYII 10 TI0JTy, U3[laB HETIPUSITHHIH
XJIIOTIAIOLIU Y 3BYK.
[TepexuB KOPOTKUHM MUr yousneHnus, Utan mogdexan Kk ToMy ¥ 110 TPUBEIYKE CIIPOCHIT:

— Tom, aTo ToT Tun, bob, onsiTh TeOs 3amupan?

ToM OKMHYI ero B3T/ISIIOM CBEPXY BHHUS3:
— Cnywau, UTad, MeHs HUKTO He IIOCMeET 3agupaTh.

YTo XK, MOX0XKE, BEICOKOMepHe OyOyIero TEMHOTO JIOpAa Havaso IPOSBISTLCS €II€ B paHHEM
IeTCTBeE.

— He 6ynem 06 atoMm, Tom. CMOTpH, g 3alIToman TBOW pybaiky, Kak Tebe? Hy ke, CKaxu XOTh 4TO-
HUOy[Ib, 5 3HA, 4YTO Tebe He TEPIUTCSI MEHS IMOXBalMuTh! — MTaH IPOAEMOHCTPHUPOBAIT PE3YIbTaT
CBOUX TPYMOB, U B €TI0 SICHBEIX I'Ta3aX CBETUIIACh TOPHOCTb.

— Y6epu 3TOT B3ryIs, OYATO XKOEIIb Harpaabl, — TOH ToMa HUYeM He OTJIMYasCs OT OOBIYHOTO, HO
ViTaH BCE Ke YJIOBUJI, KaK efiBa 3aMEeTHO JPOTHYJIM YTOJIKU ero Tyo.

Kak 6b1 TO HU OB110, MiTaH GBI CYACTIUB: 110 KPaliHEW Mepe, OH OCBOUJI HOBHIM HaBHIK.

CnoBa OMuUIM OKa3aJIuCh MPaBOOM: BCKOpe mpwuiiyia TETS CIHOU U, Bopya, cobpaia Bcex meTe B
X0Jj171e. OTO MECTO MOXKHO OBIJIO CYUTATh CAMBIM ITPUJIMYHLIM B IIPUIOTE: TOTUYECKHE OKHA U U3SITHAS
JIeCTHHUIIA ITpUIaBaix 3ally 0co00e 04apoBaHUe.



— Jlo6poe yTpo, Mou metu, — Muccuc Koy c mob60oBbi0 TIOCMOTPesIa Ha Kaxkoro u3
TPUCYTCTBYIOIIUX.

— ITo6petit nens, Muccuc Koy, — neTu cerofHs ObUIH HeoOBYaliHO 0XKUBJIEHE], Ha KaXXJ0M JINYUKe
cusna ynsiOka. Kpome Toma.

HWTtan Tepebun pykas Toma, ero cepaile Mo4eMy-To KOJIOTHIIOCh Kak GeleHoe.

— CeropmHs K HaM B IIPUIOT IpUIIIa oOpast mapa, UM HyxkeH peOeHoK, — muccuc Koyn mompasuma
OYKHY Ha IepeHocuiie. — Hafeoch, OHM CMOTYT HAWTH 3[1€Ch MaJIblllia, KOTOPBIA UM MIPUTTISTHETCS.

Bckope TéTsa CoHpmu BBeja mmapy, KoTopas ¢ JI060IETCTBOM OCMaTpUBajach 10 CTOPOHAM.

— 3ppaBCTBYHMTE, MuccuC Koyi.

— 30paBCTBYUTE, MUCTED U MUCCHC CBHUT.

Muccuc Koy npuHsnach npencTasiiaTh geTer. Cynpyry BHIIISALENIN 30eCh COBEPIIEHHO YyKEPOOHO:
MyXK B 6e3yIIpedyHo CIIMTOM KOCTIOME C TPOCThIO, YKpallleHHON MCKYCHOU pe3b00i, KeHa B CBETIIO-
KOPHUYHEBOM IIJIallle C MOTHBIMU 30JI0TUCTHIMHU JIOKOHAMHU, a OpUIIIMaHTOBOE KOJIbLIO Ha KPY2KEBHOM
mepyaTKe CJIENumo ria3a. JeTtu obctynunu muccuc Koy, omapruBas rocTel IeTCKUMU YITbIOKaMHU.
JIumb ToM MoT4a CTOSIT Y JIECTHUIIEI, CJIOBHO BUTas B 00akax, a MiTaH mpsTascs y Hero 3a CIuHOM,
KPEINKO CXXUMas pyKaB MajlbuyMKa.

— C Kakux 3To Imop y Te0s mOsIBHJIaCh TaKas I'IpI/IBbI‘-IKa? — WTaH cerogHsa cxkuMall TKaHb TaK CUJIBHO,
YTO 3TO HAa4YaJIO pa3gpazKaThb.

VitaH He coOupascs pa3KuMaTh IajIbIlb:

— Iloxamnyicta, ToM, 3TO IPOCTO NOAJEPXKKA MEeXKAY APY3bIMHU, Pa3Be HET?

[py3b4...

B TémHBIX r1asax Toma IIPOMEJIEKHYII X0JIOAOK, OH HaCMEIJINBO XMBIKHYJI, HO PYKY MaJIb9YMKa He
OTTONIKHYII.

Cpemu Bcex meTei o6 ObIT CaMBIM BHICOKMM U BHITTISIAET KPede OCTaabHHIX, U MucTep CBUT,
Ka3aJioCh, OB BIIEYATIEH TaKUM 3M0POBHIM mapHeM. OpHako Muccuc CBUT He MPHUIIIA B BOCTOPT OT
TAKOro yBaibHs. OHa HE3aMETHO IIOAMUTHYJIa MyXKY U YKa3aya B CTOpOHY ToMma.

B 3ane Bomapunace TUIIMHA. [[€TH C TPEBOTOM CMOTpEIU Ha Muccuc CBUT, B UX I'la3ax YATAJIUCH LIOK
¥ Jocafa.



— l'ocriogu, oHa uTO, cobupaeTcs 3abpaTh Punana? YeM 3TO OTIMYAETCS OT TOTO, YTOOH! IPUIOTUTD
IObsIBOMA?

— Tume, BettH... Ox! Muccuc CBUT UOET K HUM!

ToM X0JI0MHO CMOTPE Ha XKeHIMHYy. HecMoTps Ha u3silIHbIe YEPTEI JIKIIA, ero OjieiHas KoxXka
IIpuaBaza eMy MpaydHbIM BUL,.

— Mou ManeHbKUU MUJIBIM, TH X0Yelllb IT0eXaTh C HaMu? — MUCCUC CBUT OCTOPOXKHO KOCHYJIACh
MaJIeHbKOM PY4YKH, CXKMMaBIIe# pykaB Toma, u omapuiia MTaHa clagKou yIIbIOKOM.

Muccuc Cut BriOpasna MTaHa.

Vtan OBIJT TOTOB pa3opBaTh pyKaB ToMa B KJI04Ybs. B ero rojioBe MPOHOCUIIUCH THICSYHM MBICTIEH, U B
UTOTe OH OECIIOMOIIIHO TIOCMOTpPEIT Ha MajlbyrKa psifgoM. ToM Mojidasi, JIUIIb He CBoaui ¢ MTaHa ria3
— €ero 3payKy Ka3aJiiuCh 0COOEHHO YEPHBIMHU.

— Tl Tak MOX0XK Ha HaIero ¢ [IsHoM nepBoro pe6énka. He 6oiics, Mbl OymeM o Tebe 3a00TUTHCS, —
ronoc Muccuc CBHT 3Bydasl MSTKO, CJIOBHO OHa 00si/lach HAMyraTh MaJbyUKa.

IToxm 3aBUCTIMBLIMU B3TJISIaMU OCTaJIbHBIX I[eTefI Htan tuxo KallJIAHYII.

— IIpoctuTte, MmagaM, — VTaH BRHITJISAHYJ U3-3a@ CIIMHEL TOMa, — S OCTaHYCh CO CBOUM APYTOM...
II03TOMY He MOT'y I10eXaTh C BaMHU.
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