Bau [IsiHB OIIyTHUI IIOM IaJblIaMU eBa 3aMeTHEIe pyOIrsl. JIuto JIsiH E Ov1io Tak 0/113K0, OyATO OH
caM TIOACTABIISIIT CBOIO 110 K ry0am Bau [IsHsI, BRIHYXKAast TOTO CMYIIIEHHO OTBECTH B3TJISII.

9TOoT 6e3yMel] COBEPIIEHHO He Beflall, UTO TaK0e JTUYHbIe TPaHUIIHL.

JIsn E, KpaliHe HEIOBOJILHEIN TaKUM COIIPOTUBIIEHUEM, CXBATHUII €T0 3a N0OO0POIOK U HAaCUIIbHO
TIOBEPHYJI JIUI0 00PaTHO, TPOPOKOTAB:

— f mo3Bonun Tebe YKYCUTE MEHA €II€ Pa3, Thkl HE paccnblman?

BaHu [I9Hb HaXMypUJIICS:

— TwI Tporoogancs, Mo4YeMy ke JOJIKeH KycaTh Tebs 5?

JIsgu E Ha MrHOBEHUE OIeIINI, a 3aTeM HeTePIIeInBO OPOCHIT:

— OTKYJIa CTOJIBKO BOHpOCOB? Tebe mocTaTovyHO IIPOCTO CIIyIIATbhCsA MEHH.

Ban [IgHb IpUCTAILHO IIOCMOTPETT HA HETO, a 3aTeM HEeO0XKHUAaHHO T0JI0KUT CBOOOLHYIO PYKYy eMy Ha
noscHulyy. JIgH E TyT X&Ke xoTe OBUIO OTTOJIKHYTh 3Ty PYKY, HO OHa CKOJIb3HYJIa BBEPX II0 CIIUHE U
JIerJia Ha 3aThUIOK, CJIeTKa HaJjaBUB, 3aCTaBIIAsl €70 CKIIOHUTD T'OJIOBY.

— THI 4TO, KUTH HaZ0OEI0? — HeJOBOJIBbHO Iponenun JIsgH E.

Ban J[IsgHb yKyCuI ero 3a IIemw.

HasBatb 3T0 yKycoM ObLIO CJI0KHO: BaH [[s1Hb He mpuKiafabiBan cuibl. JIssH E Gosblle omtyian
MSTKOCTB €ro ry0, XKap ¥ efiBa YJI0BUMOe [IbIXaHUeE.

Bau [IsHb CKOpee 00JIM3BIBAI €0, HO [eNlajl 3TO KaK-To HHayve.

Bomu He OBIT0, 1 9TO BhI3KIBAO y JIsiH E HeoBombCcTBO. OgHAKO 3TU CTPAHHEBIE, IIEKOUYyINKe, HO IIpU
3TOM HaCTONYHKBHIE TOKYChIBaHUS ObLIM HEOOBIYHBIMY, HO OTHIOAbL HE HEIPUSATHEIMU — €My Hake
CTaJIo0 KaK-TO YIOTHO.

Ox npuxarcs K Ban [Is1H10, IPUINYPUB I'Jla3a, HO BOPYT OKa3aJsiCs noBepkKeH: BaH [[sHb JTOBKO
IIOZICEK €ero 3a [IOSICHULY U IIepEeBEPHYJI, OKa3aBIIUCh CBepXy. JIsH E MITHOBEHHO HaCTOPOXKUJICA U
BHenuincd BaH [Is1HIO B TOPJIO:

— Jlep30cCTs.



XoTs ronoc ero 3By4aJl JIEHUBO, U 0co00T0 THEBA B HEM He YYBCTBOBAJIOCH.

Ban [Is1Hb CIOKOWHO yKa3aJl Ha ero LIel0:

— Bormbiie He Oygemns KycaTbCs?

JIsn E OTIyCTHII €T0, BEITEP II€}0 PYyKAaBOM U OPE3TIMBO 3aMeTHNI:

— Becnb B C/IIOHSIX MeHS U3BO3UI. [laxe KyCaTbCs HE YMEEIb, 3a49€M TEI TaKOH HY2X€EH.

Bau [IsHb B3TJIAHYII Ha CJieq OT YKYyCa, KOTOprI;I CaM XK€ 1 OCTaBHUII, U CMUPEHHO IIPUHAJI KDUTHUKY:

— Tebe OBITTO HETIPUATHO?

JIsan E 9BHO He XOTeJl 0TBeYaTh Ha 3TOT Bompoc. OH ¢ cuioi 06XBaTUII €T0 3a TalKio U TepeKaTusl B
CTOPOHY:

— OTBayu 0T MeHS.

Ban [IgHb C MOO0IEITCTBOM II0CMOTPETI Ha HETO, a 3aTeM C YAOBOJILCTBAEM YKaTHUIICS B CAMBIY Kpai
IKAPOKOU KpoBaTU. HeCcMOTPS Ha TO, 4TO Ie10Bath m1eto JIgH E Ob1I0 0 CTPaHHOTO BOJIHUTENBHO,
COHJIUBOCTD B3sJIa CBO€, U BEKU Haydallu TAXKeEIeTb.

Korpga oH yzKe O4YTH IPOBaIUICS B COH, KTO-TO OOHSIJI €T'0 CO CIIMHBI — BCE Ta Ke IIPUBBIYHAS XBaTKa
MefBe[isi, 00HuMaroIero OpesHo. OH MOMBITANICS OTKPHITH I'Jla3a, HO He CMOT ¥ PeIUJI OCTaBUTh BCE
KaK eCTbh.

K Hecuacrrio, JIsH E He ymen cumgets Tux0. Bo cHe BaH [IgHb IO4YyBCTBOBAJI, KaK KTO-TO LIEJIyEeT €ro,
IIpAYEeM BeCbMa HaCTOMYUBO, @ BOKPYT CJIOBHO IIOSIBUJIACH PacKajeHHas IedYb, OT KOTOPOU OH BECh
B3MOK.

C TpynooM OTKPHIB I'J1a3a, OH 00HAPYKHUJI, YTO COH CTaJl peajbHOCTHIO: 3TOT Oe3ymer JIsH E Kpemnko
0o0HKMaJI ero Co CIIMHH U, TIOApaXKas eMy, 1IeJIoBaJl B IIElO.

— JIan E... THI 4TO TBOpI/IHIB? — Ban [IgHb nOmIBITANICA IIOBEPHYTHLCS, HO €TI0 OJeP2KaJIn HaMepPTBO.

JIsn E HeBHATHO Mpo6opMoTan YTO-TO U IIpUKacsa rybaMu K TOHKOM Koxke 3a yxoM. BaH [Is1Hb
B3OPOTHYJI U CyX0 IIPOU3HEC:

— Tebe He 00513aTeIHLHO MEHS KyCaTh.



JIsu E Tuxo pacCMedncs, IIPUKaBIINCh K €ro yXy:

— BaH [Is1Hb, THI fyMaelllb, MeHs Tak JIErKo IpoBecTu? Heyxkenu He OT/IMYaEllb YKYC OT IIOLeys, a?

YepT BO3bMH, OH 3Ha... BaH [[IHb PEILINsI, YTO €r0 COOCTBEHHBIN MO3T OKOHYATEIFHO 3apKaBell, pa3
OH CYMTAJ 3TOr0 uaroTa JIsH E HeCmocoOHBIM Ha TaK¥e MBICITH.

— XO0Tb g ¥ He nuTal c1aboCcTy K MyKCKOMY ITI0JIy, HO He MOT'y II03BOJIUTh TeOe Oe3HaKa3aHHO MeHS
nanaTh, — JIgH E npukycus ero Mo4ky. — B 3TOT pa3 g OTHIrpasicd, HO eCJIH ellle pa3 II0CMeellb
IIPOSIBUTH KO MHE HeyBaxkKeHHe — yObIo.

Bau [IsiHb C TPYCTHIO 0CO3HAJI, YTO V¥ HETO yKe BeIpabaThBAETCI UMMYHUTET K yrpo3aM JIsiH E. On He
TOJIBKO He MCIYTasICs, HO ¥ PeIlIus UCIBITaTh CyOs0y:

— T4w1 Bce elne ronomeH?

JIgH E 3a ero ciuHOM Ha MTHOBEHHUE CTPAHHO 3aMoOIdail.

Ban [Is1Hb 3aKpHhLI I71a3a:

— He BomHYy#iCs, 5T TOXKe He MUTa0 c1aboCTy K MyKCKoMy mony. Criu maBaid.

XOTs OH TaK ¥ He CMOT HaWTH IIPUYHHY, IT0 KOTOPO¥ caMm menoBai JIsgH E, Ho mmeBaTh — OymeM
CYHTATh, YTO OH IIPOCTO ABAK[HI IOI[EJIOBAJI caM ceOsl.

JIsu E IMOTEPCSA KOHYUKOM HOCA O €TI0 3aThIJIOK, M €TI0 ObIXdaHNe ITIOCTEIIEHHO BRIPOBHAIOCE.

Opnaako BaH [IHIO He CIIAOCh:

— JIsan E, ckonbKo yaim otBapa bau FO# THI BHIIUI B IIPOLITIOM MecCsIe?

JIsan E HaxMypuriics, pa3gpakeHHbIH TeM, YTO ero 0eCIIOKOST, HO BCE K€ OTBETHUII:

— 3a0wI.

— T&I BOOOIIE TOMHMIIB, KTO S TAKOK? — CHOBA Crrpocui BaH [IsHE.

JIsr E 0OHSIT ero elre Kpemye:



— THI TAaKOU HAZOEMJIUBHIH.

— Tet 326511 Bce uny y Tebs 0CTaIUCh XOTh KaKKe-TO BOCIIOMUHaHUS? Eciiu 9TOT 0TBap o61agaeT
CTOJIb CTPAHHEIM AEWCTBHUEM, 3a4eM THI €T0 MbeIlb... — MMM,

JIan E 3axain eMy poT pyKOu.

— Emie cnoBo — u 5 BEIpeXKY Tebe SI3bIK, — HETEPIeNrnBo N00aBUII OH, 3aKUAbIBAs HOTY Ha HOTY BaH
Isausa. — Cou.

Ban [I1Hb He TIOMHUJ, KOTOa UMEHHO YCHYJI, IIOMHUJI JIAIIb, YTO Ieper cHoM JIgH E cHOBa moleioBant
€ero B IIeI0.

ITcux.

Ha cnepyroiuee ytpo JIsH E yXe u crep IpOCTHII.

Korpa Bau [gub ymeiBasics, IOubs Oy, mepxka B pyKax BjlaXHOe [I0JIOTEHIle, HECKOJIBKO pas3
IIOKOCUJICSL Ha ero lIelo, IBHO XKeJjlas YTO-TO CKa3aTh, HO He pellasich. CTOSBIINE PSAOOM CIyKaHKU
IIOKpaCHeJIU U OIyCTUIIX I'1a3a, B KOMHAaTe BOIlapuiach CTpaHHas aTMocdepa.

Ban [IsHB 110 TPUBHIYKE BHITED ILIEI0 MOJIOTEHIIEM U TYT K€ ITOMOPIIUIICS OT 60T — OH BCIIOMHUII,
KaKyI0 4ymb oHY ¢ JIsiH E TBOpPMIM MPOUIION HOYBIO, ¥ B BUCKAX 3allyIbCUPOBAJIO.

OH, momkHO OBITB, COIIENI C YMa, pa3 pellu 1jefioBath meto JIsH E, a erie 6oee HeNemo To, YTO 3TOT
HUIUAOT B OTBET IIOLIEJIOBAJI €r0 TOYHO TaK XKe...

Bepostho, JIsiH E CIUIIKOM 4acTO TBEPHUII, YTO OT €r0 LIeu UCXOAUT MPUSITHBIM apoMart, BOT OH U
peInI OTOMCTHUTE.

Ban [Is1Hb C CHJION ITOTEP IepeHocuIy u mpukasain KOHb Dy:

— [IpuHecu MHe MapagHBIYA Hapsi[ C BHICOKUM BOPOTHUKOM.

— Cnymatocs. — FOHb Oy IPOCUAI U, PELIUB, YTO Y UMIIepaTopa CErofHs X0pollee HaCTPOEHNE,
OCMEJIUJICS CIIPOCUTh: — He 3Hato, KOro U3 CIyXKaHOK Bbl U3BOJIMIIA OCYACTIMBUTE IIPOLITION HOYLIO,
IIpUKaXKeTe JIU [10KaJIoBaTh € TUTYII?

Bau [Is1HB XOJIOHO ITOCMOTPEI Ha HETO.

FOup @y B ucnyre pyxHyJ Ha KOJIEHU U Hadas OUThL cebs 1o IeKaM:



— Pab 3acnyxuBaet cmeptu! Pab 6ontiaus! Pab 6onTaus!

OcTanbvHBIE CJIYyTY TO2Ke€ IMOBAJINJINCh Ha KOJIEHHU, OPO02Ka OT CTPaxa.

— Ecnu a1 YCIIBIITY XOTE CJIOBO CIIJIETEH 3a IIpefejlaMn 9TON KOMHATH, HUKTO M3 BaC He BHIKUBET,
IIOHATHO? — Ban [IgHb CMOTpPeEJI Ha HUX C KaMEHHBIM JIMIIOM.

— TIOHATHO... TOHATHO... — 3aKWBaJIk OHH, yOoapsasachb nb6amu 00 IoI.

Ban [1sHL HaXMypuUicCa:

— Bce, yOupaiiTecs.

Cnyru noTsHYNMUCH K BeIX0AY, nuilb FOHBb @y ocTacs, YTOOH 0CTOPOKHO TOMOYEL EMY OLIEThCS.

YTpeHHee 3acefaHre IPOXOANIIO, KaK 00BIYHO, IIYMHO, HO, BO3MOXKHO, 13-3a Bo3BpalleHus JIau E,
Ban [IsgHb 4yBCTBOBaJ, YTO COOpAUCH BCE.

— Bame BenuuecTBo, 4epe3 IATh THEW COCTOUTCS [EPEMOHHUS XKEePTBONPUHOIIIEHUS IIpeakaM. 1o
pHUTyay B JOJKHEL COBEPIIATh €€ BMECTe C UMIlepaTpULiel, HO MECTO UMIIePaTPUIILl TyCTyeT.
Korga Hapop yBUIHUT 3TO, OTCYTCTBUE [ONKHBIX 00PSAOO0B... — YNHOBHUK M3 MUHUCTEPCTBA PUTYaAJIOB
BHITJISIIE]I COBEPIIIEHHO MOAaBneHHBM. — Ecnu Baie BennuecTBo OymeT coBepiaTh
JKEePTBOIIPUHOIIIEHNE B ONMHOYKY, BDEMEHU He XBaTHUT.

— PasBe BHI, rocnofa u3 MuHHUCTEPCTBA, ellle HeaBHO He KJIS/INCh, YTO BCce OyneT B mopsaake? —
BO3MYTHIICS [APYTO# YMHOBHUK. — OCTaNOCh BCETO MATh JHEH, U BOPYT BpEMEHU He xBaTaeT! Brl 4To,
XOTHUTE, YTOOB UMIIEPATOpP 3a MATh JHEeH Halen cebe uMepaTpuiy?!

— He cmero! — unHOBHUK ymapuics n6om o6 mon. — Ho ecnu u3aMeHUTh puTyars, 6010Ch, He
n30exkaTh IIepecynos 1o Bcel [logHebecHo, Bamie BenuyecTso!

Ban [IgHb B3TJISHY Ha HET0. DTOT YeJI0BeK OBUI B CIIMCKe MPUOINKEHHBIX K UMIIepaTpulie-MaTePH,
SIBHO IIPUCJIQHHBIN, YTOOH! BCTABJISATH MTAJIKU B KOJIeca.

— O? U 4T0 XKe, M0-TBOEMY, HaM JenaTh?

— OcMenmoch IPEaNIOXKUTh: IIOCe XKEePTBONPUHONIEeHN Balle Benmrn4ecTBO MOXKET MPOYUTATE...
IOKassHHBIN yKa3.

Kak TO/MbKO 3T ClI0Ba IPO3BYyYasid, YNHOBHUKHY OPYKHO OIYCTUIIUCh Ha KOJIeHU. B 3ase Bolapuiachk
rpo0oBast TUIIKMHA.



Ban [IsgHB cumen Ha TPOHE, U I10 eTr0 JINIy HEBO3MOXKHO OBIJIO ITOHSITH, YTO OH YYBCTBYET. JInib
CIIyCTs OOJIroe BpeMd OH YCMEXHYIICA:

— Yro, BCe yBaxKaeMble I'OCIIofa TaK CUMTAOT?

— He cmeem! — XOpoM 0TO3BaIChL OHU.

— He cmeete? A dero BH ellle He cMeeTe? — BaH [IgHb CMOTpEJ Ha TOJIIIY BHU3Y, U BHYTPHU HETO
BOPYT 3aKuIena SpoCTk.

Ha camowMm [ferne, mOKastHHBIN yKa3 [t HEro He ObIJT 4eM-TO CEPhe3HBIM — IIPOCTO UMIIEPATOP MUILIET
3aMUCKYy C U3BUHEHUSMHU, IIpU3HaBas CBOU OMIMOKY mepen HapogoM. OOBIYHO 9TO CIIy4anioch BO
BpeMsI CTUXUUHBIX OeqCTBUM, 3aTMEHUN UITM UHBIX SIBJIEHUHM, KOTOPBIE HeNlb3s ObIII0 00bSICHUTD
HayKoOM.

JIsn E OBl cCBOEHPABHBIM U OECTONKOBEIM, HO BaH [IsTHb C TPYIOM IIPEOCTABIISI €r0 YU TAIOUUM
OKasSHHBIN yKa3.

Ecnu Oul Ha ero MecTe ceituac cunen JIsH E, on Obl HaBepHsaKa B30ecusics. [lokasgHre — 3TO epyHAa,
HO TO, uTo Lly# FOicsHb 3acTaBnseT ero Npu3HaTh BUHY, OBLIO OTBPATUTEIBHO.

YuTaTh MOKasSHHBIN YKa3 BO BPEMsA HEPEMOHUN — 3TO 3HAYHUT IIO3BOJIUTH BEITEPETH O ce0st HOTH.

Banb LI3yH crerka KuBHYJI €MY.

Bau [IsHb cOenan BU, YTO He 3aMETUJI, U XOJIOTHO IIPOU3HEC:

— B TakoMm ciy4ae cTouiTe 3mechk u nymauTe. [Ioka He pugymMaeTe pellleHre — 3acefaHue He
3aKOHYHUTCA.

B zane BOIIapHUJIaCh THUIIIHHA.

Bau [IsiHb He [IBUTAJICS, PaBHOAYIIHO Ha0mM0aas 3a HUMH.

— FOup @y, mpunecu ctyn. 'ocnogun BaHb yXKe cTap, MyCTh IPUCSTET.

Bpewmst 111710, COJIHITE TOOHUMAIOCh BCe BhIIIe, HO BaH [IsTHb 0OCTaBasICs HEIOMBUKEH, U YHHOBHUKY HE
CMeJu 1IeJIOXHYThCS. HeCKOMbKO YeloBeK MBITaINCh IPEII0XKUTE PelleHns, Ho Ban [IgHb Bce
OTBepra.

HakoHen, caMblii MITaAIINY YNHOBHUK, CTOSBIINY B KOHIIE, HA KOIEHSX IIPOIIOJI3 BIepe[n:



— Bamre BenuyecTBo, 0CMENIOCH IPEIOXKUTh. [Py MOKOMHOM MMITepaTOPe B CTA MATUAECSTH JIU OT
cromuilkl, Ha rope IIui3ait, GBI TOCTPOEH ABOPEL], a Ha BepIIMHEe — XpaM Taul3u, roe XpaHUTCS
IIOMUHaJIbHas TabnandKa uMIepaTtopa. Bamie BenruecTBo MOXKeT cHavyasia OTIPABUTLCS Tya, YTOOR
BO3HECTH MOJIUTBEI, @ 3aT€M BEPHYTHCS K XKEPTBOIIPUHOLIEHHUIO 10T CTONUIel. [laxke ecnu 3To OymeT
II03Xe, HUKTO He II0CMeeT YIPEKHYTh Bac B HapyIIeHUU pUTyana.

— IIpennoxenne Banub KOst BecbMa pa3ymMHO. — BaH [ISHb XJIONIHYJI IO IIOAJIOKOTHUKY. — TakK U
coenaeM. 3aMUCh 9THUM.

— 3acemaHue OKOHYEHO! — mpoBo3rnacuin Kb dy.

Banb 01 3amep, He 0XKOas, YTO UMIIEPaATOP 3allIOMHUT €Tr0 UM, ¥ IPOCHUSII:

— Cnyuatocs!

B 3ane Hagancs nepemomnox.

Ho Ban [IsH4 9T0 yKe He Kacanoch. OH IPOCHIeN HEeIIOOBUKHO BCe YTPO, MOSICHUIIA HBINA, U,
otocynaB IOHp @y u oCTaNbHBIX, OH 0€3 CHUJT PYXHYJ Ha KYLIETKY.

— 4 myman, TH cOrnacumbCs, — paspancs ronoc JIgH E, HemoHATHO OTKy[a B3sBIIAUCS.

BaH [IgHb X07T0IHO DEIPKHYII:

— Lyi FOiicsiHb BemeT CBOIO UTpy. Ecnu OBl g IeMCTBUTEIBHO MTPOYes IOKasHHBIN yKa3, OHa OBl
BOCIIOJTb30BajIach 3TUM, YTOOH TpUOpPaTh BIACTh K pyKaM.

— [Touemy GBI He CHIT'PATh II0 ee MpaBuaaMm? — cripocun JIsH E.

Bau [IgHb HaXMypHUJIICS:

— Jlyuile BEIMaHUTH 3MeEI0 U3 HOPHL. K TOMy XKe, pa3Be 4TeHUe [TIOKasgHHOI'0 yKa3a — 3TO BeJIuKas
YeCTh?

T'onoc JIsgu E BHE3amHO CTall COBCEM OIU3KO:

— 4 xouy Tebs moIeI0BaTk.

Ban [IsHb MomaBUiICsS COOCTBEHHOM CIIIOHOM.
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