— M3pganeka 9Ta MITYKa eIl€ BEITISOUT CTPAINHO, a BOIM3K KaKas-TO OTBPaTUTEeNbHAas... — Tan Ya
IIPUCETI PSIIOM C [TOTEePSBIINM CO3HaHUE YeJI0BEKOM-3Me€H, mogodpart ¢ 3eMJId MalleHbKYI0 Tal04Ky
¥ TKHYJI €10 YyJOBUIIY B JIUIIO.

CuIbl OH ITOYTH He IIPUJIOKUIJI, HO B JIUIIE YE€JIOBEKA-3MEUN CPA3y IMOSABUIIACE OBIPKA.

Jly LI3sIHbYSH CKa3all:

— Bort IMo4YeMy BO BpeMSI OIPAaKU MHE BCE Ka3aJIoCh, YTO Y HUX T'OJIOBEI CIIMIIKOM XPYIIKHE.
OKa3bIBAETCS, 9TO YEJIOBEYECKHUE I'OJIOBHI MEPTBENIOB, KOTOPHIE YK€ ITOYTH ITIOJTHOCTBIO CTHHUJIN.

— Tan Ya, xBaTuT THIKaTh! Tebe caMoMy He IPOTHBHO? — HaxMmypunaach Cunb CUHb.

OH yKe IOYTH IIPEeBPATHIT JIUIIO YeJ0BeKa-3MeH B pelneTo, 1 y Cudb CHHb OT 9TOT0 BOJIOCH BCTABaJH
OBIOOM.

— BOT packKoBHIPSIO €70 KAK CJIefyeT — TOTMa IojierdyaeT! JTa TBaph CTONBLKO 32 HAMU T'OHSJIACH,
HAKOHEL-TO CaMa I[10najiack MHE B PyK#!

Ho Tan Ya papoBascst Hemonro. YemoBeK-3Mesi BAPYT pacllaXxHyJI rjla3a U PBaHyICS 3y0aMu K ero
pyke. K cuactsio, 113u CroHb CpearupoBajl MTHOBEHHO: cxBaTulI TaH Ya 3a BOPOT U BHIIEPHY U3
[IaCTY Yy[OBUIIA.

Jly LI3THBYSH MTOBTOPUII TPEeXKHUM MPUEM U CHOBA BHIPYOUIT YeJI0BeKa-3Me0.

Tan Ya OTGPOCI/IH TIaJIOYKY, ITOXJIOIIAI cebs 1o GerreHo KOJIOTAIIEeMYyCdA cepany U C UCIIyroM CKa3all:

— YyTs He yMep 0T cTpaxa! Bceé-Taku Hemb3s CIUIIKOM 3a3HaBaThCH.

®an Xyu copocuna:

— IompammBaTh ero 0ymeM 3mech? MoxkeT, CHadaja HaliIEM BePEBKY U CBSIKeM?

[13u CioHb IOCMOTPEJ Ha YYHOBUII, HAOMI0OABIINX U3 TEMHOTHL:

— Tamum B moM.

Cka3zaTh OBIJIO JIETKO, HO HUKTO HEe X0TeJl IIPUKACAThCAd K BOHIOUEMY YyIOOBHILY.

Cawm II3u CioHb Bo0OIIE 3aapart Juilo K HeGy, BCEM BUOM ITOKa3hIBasi: OH HYU 3a YTO HE JOTPOHETCS



[0 3TOU MEP30CTH.

B xoHue kou1os Jly LI3sgabusH npugyMman Beixof. OH HaIIENT MOTOK IIEHbKOBOM BEPEBKH M TOJICTYIO
IaJsIKy, II0CjIe 4ero HeCKOJIbKO MYK4YKH IIepeHeC/IN 4elloBeKa-3Mel0 B I0M, CJIOBHO CBUHYIO TYIIy Ha
IIIecTe.

YToOHI UyHOBHUIIle HE CMOTJIO HUKOI'0 PAHUTH Iociie mpo0yxaenus, Tan Ya cBs3a ero Tak IJIOTHO,
YTO OHO IIPEBPATHUJIOCH B TYTOU CBEPTOK.

Ha camowm pene 113u C1oHB XOTEJ CKa3aTh, YTO ITO JIMIIHEE. BHYTPH 3TOr0 JOMa 4eJIoBeK-3Mes,
CKOpee BCero, BOOOIe He MOT HUKOMY HaBPEIUTh.

Y melicTBUTENHHO, KOTHA YYMOBHUIIE CHOBA OYHYJIOCH ¥ IIOHSATIO, THe HaXOAUTCS, Ha ero Cepo-CUHEM
JIUIIE METbKHYIT IBHBIU CTPax.

I3u Ci0HBb XOJIOJHO CIIPOCHIT:

— I'me ceiiyac HaCTOSIIME XKUTEJIA 9TOU JePEBHU?

Barnsnm yemoBeKa-3Meu MOCTOSTHHO CKOIb3UII B CTOPOHY CIIaJIBHHU, HO OH YIIPAMO OTBETHUIIL:

— He 3Ha0.

Tomnoc GbIT XPUIIJIBIM U TIIYXHUM, CIIOBHO MOHOCHJICA Yepe3 MOKPYIO TKaHb.

I3u CroHb CKazai:

— Tan Ya, oTKpoO# OBeph CHaNIbHU.

Tan Ya He IIOHST 3aYeM, HO IIOCJIYIOIHO PACIIaXHYJI ABEPE. 3a Hell moKa3ajach HAIIOJIOBUHY
PacCKOIllaHHasA UMHU II0JIOCTh KaHa.

YenoBeK-3Mesi BCTPETUIICS B3TJISIOM CO CKeJIeTOM U BAPYT 3abusics Ha 1oy, OyATO ero yoapuio
TOKOM:

— Ckaxy! { Bcé ckaxy!

I3u CroHb X0I00HO yCMexHYJIcd, U TaH Ya CHOBa 3aKpPHLI ABEPb.

YenoBek-3Mes YCIIOKOHUJICS, HO BCE €II€ C y2KacOM CMOTPEJl Ha UTPOKOB:



— XKurenu... KpoOMe TeX, KOIr'o0 MOXKHO OBIJIO MCII0IL30BaTh, OCTAJIBHBIX MBI CHEJIH.

— OHu 101y, a He Bewy! YTo 3HaUUT «MOXKHO MCIIOJIb30BaTh»?! — BCIBIXHYJ TaH Ya.

Yenosek-3Mmes IIPpE3PUTEIJIbHO YCMEXHYJICS:

— Ilenoe Monomoe Teao — TOBApP BHICIIETO COPTA. A 3aYeM OCTaB/IsATh OpaKOBAaHHBIA TOBap?

— Tei!.. — Taun Ya Bckunern, Ho ®aH XKyu ymepxKana ero, ¥ OH C TPYAOM YCIIOKOUIICS.

— 41 cupammBan He 06 aToM. — 1131 CI0HB IpHCe Iepel YeI0BeKOM-3Me€EH 1 IIOCMOTPENI Ha HEeTo
B3TJISIIOM, KOTOPHIM YyHAOBHUIIE 3HAJIO CIIUIIKOM XOPOII0. — EC/u 13 TBOEro pTa BHICKOYHUT eIll€ XOTh
OJIHO CJI0BO, KOTOPOE MHE He HPaBUTCS, JaM u Tebe monpo6oBaTh, KAKOBO 3TO — OBITh
IIPUTOTOBJIEHHKEIM U ChedeHHKM. He 3a0biBaii: cefiyac TH prifa Ha pa3mesioyHoM JOCKe, a HOX Y
MEHS.

YenoBek-3Mest KPEIIKO 3aXJIOIMHYII POT. B Ty CEKYHAY, KOTrJa UX B3TJIAObl BCTPETUIINCEH, €TI0 CIIOBHO
ITPOMOPO3UIIO U3HYTPHU [I0 CaMbIX KocTel. OH HM Ha MUT HE COMHEBAJICS: CKaX4 OH Ceryac elle X0Th
OIOHO HETIOAXOMSIIee CJI0BO — 3TOT YEeJI0BEK NEeMCTBUTEILHO OPOCUT €ro B paCKalEHHOE Macyo U
3aXKapuT OO0 COCTOSTHUS CYILIEHOU 3MEU.

— Mtil... 3abpanu Tena yacTtu niofeit. OcTalbHBEIX YBEIU Te NpefaTeNid. — 3aMeTuB, Kak ria3a L[3u
CloHS 4yTb IIPUIIYPUIIUCD, YEJIOBEK-3Mesl TOPOILJINBO UCIIPaBUI (GOPMYIUPOBKY.

— IlpemaTtenu?

YemnoBek-3mes IIPpE3PUTEIJIBHO CKa3all:

— 9TH 0TOPOCH CaM¥ aCCUMMIMPOBAIUCH C KUTENIMU. LlebIMU OHAMHU IIaYyT ¥ KpAYaT, YTO XOTAT
HAUTU OEeTeH.

Tyt L3u CioHb HaKOHEI] BCE MOHAA. HeynquBuTenpHO, 4TO, IO c/ioBaM TaH Ya, CTapuKM B IepeBHE He
3aCUUTHIBAIUCEH A7 OCHOBHOTO 3afJaHusl.

Oxa3BIBaeTCS, X Tejla TOXKe ObUIH 3aMeHEHHI.

TonpKO 4ynoBUIlla HE ITPOCTO 3aHSIM Tejla XKUTeJel, HO ¥ YHaCIeooBall UX BOCTIOMUHAHUS.
[TocTemenHo, o61afgas MaMsAThIO IIPEKHUX X0351€B TeJl, OHU Hayalll IyTaThCsl B COOCTBEHHOMU
JTUYHOCTH U ITOBEPHUJIIH, YTO JEeHCTBUTEIBHO POIUIINCH U BEIPOCTIH B 3TOH IepeBHeE.

— 3HAYuT, 110 CYyTH TH BCE PaBHO HUYETO He 3Haelnb? — [[3u CI0Hb BHIIPSIMUIICS U CBEPXY BHU3



IIOCMOTPEIJI Ha 9EJIOBEKA-3MEIO.

1:‘IYJZ[OBI/II.T.IG 3allaHUKOBAJIO ¥ IIPUHATIOCE U3BUBATHCA, IIBITAACH BEIPBATLECA U3 ITYT:

— 4... 1 pacckasan Bcé, 4To 3Haw! OTtnyctuTe MeHs!

I3u Ci0HB C KAaJIOCThIO ITIOCMOTPEN Ha HETO:

— A korpia s obemian Te0s OTIIYCTUTD?

— BrI MeHsT 06MaHyH! — YenioBeK-3Mest U3fall 3BepUHELIA pPEB. ['1a3a HaIUINCh KPAaCHBIM, B3TJIAM Ha
UT'POKOB HAIIOJHUIICS HEHABUCTHIO.

MI-111-101... I-II0-IM0...

Pe3kuii ckpexkemymuy 3ByK B30pBajcsa y HUX B yimax. OH OB CIUIIKOM 3HAKOM. Bce Urpoku
OOHOBPEMEHHO ITOCMOTPEIH Ha 3aKPHITYIO ABEPD CHAJIbHMU.

Teno 4yenoBeKa-3Meu 3aCThIIO, 3aTEM €r0 Hadasao HeyoepXKuMO TPACTH:

— Otnyctute MeHd! YMmornsto, otnyctute! 4 moMory Hautu xkutesei! {1 BeiBedy Bac orciona!l

OH CJI0BHO OrpOMHAas KyKOJIKa I0T10J13 K BXOJHOU ABepu. Ho cBA3aHHOE TeJI0 He I03BOJISAJIO0
OBUTATHCS C IMPeXKHEW CKOPOCThI0. Korfia mo BhIXOma 0CTaBaioCh COBCEM HEMHOTO, TaH Ya cxBaTUl
KOHeIl BEPEBKHY U CUJION IIPOTAIINII YyOBHUIIE 00PaTHO.

— ¢ moHMMal0, 4TO THl TOPONUIILCSA. HO TH CHayana He TOPONIUCH!

Cunb CUHDb TPUKPHITIA POT JTAJIOHBIO, CKPHIBAs YIIHIOKY.

— Menkuit yO/mogoK, CMepTH 3ax0Ten?!

— A s He otnymny! Hy maBaii, ynape MeHs, ecnu Moxelb! — Tan Ya mocmotpen Ha 13u CroHs. —
Bpart, BEIIyCTUTE €ro?

[13u Cionb KuBHYT, ¥ TaH Ya IMIMPOKUM IIIaroM MOAOIIEN K BEPU CIaJIbHU U PACIIaxHYII e€.

3a [IBEphIO HETIOABHUKHO CTOSIJT CKeJleT. Ha KOCTSIX KUCTH eIlé BUIHEINCh Cedbl KPOBH, a cCaMa pyKa
OCTaBaJiaCh MOMHSTOM, OYITO OH BCE 3TO BPEMs IIBITAJICSI TOJIKHYTh OBEPD, HE TTO3BOJISBIIYIO MY
noOpaThCs 0 MECTH.



Tan Ya MoCmIemHo oToIésn B CTOpoHy. CKeleT OBUTaICsS MeIIeHHO, KaX/ bl IIar JaBajiCs eMy
TSXKEJI0, HO OH HEeYKJIOHHO IIEN K YeJI0BeKy-3Mee Ha IOJy.

— ITomoub emy? — Tux0 crnpocuna Cuab CuHb.

Jly LI3sTHPY3H B3OOXHYIIL:

— He nmapo. [Iycte caM oToMcTUT. HaBepHOE, UMEHHO [I03TOMY OH U IIPOAepzKajiCA OO0 CUX IIOp.

Ckener — To4YHee, MyXK YYUTETbHUIIEI M9H — HaKOHEI] [IOIIEN [0 YejloBeKa-3Meu. TOMy OTCTYIIaTh
OBLIIO y2Ke HeKy/a, HO OH BCE elIll€ IIBITAJICST OTPhI3aThCS:

— 2KuBoro Tebst He 0osinicsi, 4yero MHe 00sIThCS MepTBena?!

Tan Ya TyT 2Ke BOTKHYJI CJIOBECHBIM HOX:

— Ecnu He GOMIILCS, YETo OTIHONI3aelb? M 3aueM Bil BOOOIIE 3aMypPOBajIi YelloBeKa B KaHe? [la BEl
10 CMepTH ero GOsIIuCh!

Ckernert IIpucerl. ToHKNE ONMHHLIE TaIbIlbl PE3KO0 BOH3UJIUCH YEJIOBEKY-3MeE€E B I'OPJIO.

XoTs1 Ha KOCTSIHOM pyKe He OBIJIO HY KJIOYKa IIJIOTH, OHA OKa3aJach HEBEPOSITHO TBEPMOH u 6e3 Tpyma
Ipo6ua ropsIo0 HacKBo3b. Ho CKesleT He 0CTaHOBHUIICS.

Pa3 3a Pa30M OH IMOOHUMAJI PYKY U ITIOBTOPAJI OIBU2KEHHUE, ITIOKA YEJIOBEYECKAs I'OJI0OBAa HAKOHEIT HE
OTHOEeJINJIaChk OT 3MEUHOT'O TeJIa.

K aTomMy MOMEHTY TOpJio IIpeBpaTUiIoCch B 6echopMeHnHyi0 Kairy. M3 pa3pbiBa MeXkOy I'0JI0BOM U
TEJIOM BBITIOJI3Ia YEPHAs 3Mes AJIMHOM IPUMEPHO ABaAllaTh CAHTUMETPOB.

OHa OBlna yroJIbHO-4EPHOM, @ B3TJISI — XUTPHIM U KOBAPHBIM.

Wrpoku elre He yCIleNId OTpearupoBaTh, KaK CKeJleT CHOBA yIapyI PYKON U MIPUTBO3AUI YEPHYIO
3MEI0 K IOy .

3Mes 3amuIesna, HO BCKOp€ 3aTHuXJjia.

YBupes 310, LI3u CroHb HaXMYPUIICS:

— Ilnoxo gerno...
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