Crosinuil Ha BepIIMHE MUIeBOH 1emy Bcell MiMmepuwu, rociogu Msiy € JTHIIOM, BHIPazKalOIIUM HEYTO
cpemHee MeXy YIBIOKOM ¥ PABHOOYIIIHNEM, CBEPKHYI TJla3aMU, B KOTOPHIX 3aMeJIbKalld MTOTOKH
OAHHEBIX:

— V npuHIa HeT 00513aTeIbCTB MPOXKKUBATL B iMIepcko# cronume. K ToMy Xke, mocje cBagbObI
Jlectepa u JIu @34, cornacHo Tpaguuusam ['anakTudeckor Oefgepanny, OH UMeEET IIOJIHOE IIPaBo
BLIOpATh MECTOM CBOETO XKHUTEeNIbCTBa TeppuTopuio ®eneparuu!

— Msy-M. — YcnlaB 9T0, ©MIIepaTpuIila Bepa HakoHeI Iofasa roioc. byoyuu mocmegHe
yUeHHUIleH Tocoxu bernb, HaequHe OHa IIPUBHIKIIA Ha3kBATh TOCIOAUHA My Msiy-M. — MBI JUIIb
CYMTaeM, 4TO B IIOCTIENHee BpeMs aTMocdepa B CTONHIE CTajla He3I0poBok — MMmepckast rBapaust
oOHapyXula METKH MMPU3PAKOB YEPHOTO IIIIaMEeHH.

ITaHHBIe B KOIIAYbUX I'JIa3aX Ha MTHOBEHHE COWMIIMCH, ¥ BCS IIEPCTh Ha TeJle TOCIoAnHa Msy BcTasa
OBIOOM.

— B mobom cnygyae! — T'ocriopua My T0OBKO 3aIllpBITHYJ Ha CTOSILIUY PSAIOM CTOJI U IIOCMOTPE Ha
WHrpama cBepxy BHU3 C TAKUM BUIOM, OYATO XOTeN CKa3aTh: «TOJIBKO IONPOOyY oMelaTh, U 5
pacuaparnalo TBoe nu1o». — Kak Tonbko Jlectep 671aromnonyyHo XKeHUTCS, S BEJII0 eMy OTIIPABUTHCS B
Me[OBHIU MecsIy!

[Togambliie OT 3TOTO paCCagHHKa HerI/IHTHOCTefl — CTOJIMYHOI'O Toponaa.

Hab6mromast 3a TeM, Kak KpoleyHast QUrypka CTPEMHUTEIBHO YAAIseTCs, UMIIepPaTOp MOIBITAICs
BCTaTh, HO 0OHAPYKUJI, UTO HOTH yKe 3aTEKJIU OT JOJITOTO CUOEHUS Ha KOPTOUYKaXx.

— Be... Bepa... — mpo6opmoTasn oH. — [ToMoru BCTaTh.

HWwmMnepatpuiia Bepa HeBO3MyTUMO NOJHANIACH U IPOTAHYIA pyKy MHrpamy:

— B uHCTHUTYyTE IPOU3O0IIET IPOPLIB B UCCIENOBAHUY HOBBIX CBEPXJIETKUX METAJIINYECKUX
MaTepuasioB, TEJI0 TOCIOANHA My Takxke TpeOyeT YacTU4HOM 3aMeHHl. 'HTpaM, B IIoc/ielHee BpeMs
Tebe MPUAeTCs CIIPABISATLCS CBOUMY CHUIAMU.

HmnepaTop yXBaTHUIICS 3a PYKY CYNpPyTH. B Ty XKe CeKyHOy uMIlepaTpulia C CUJIOH JepHysIa ero Ha
ce0s1, clIerka pa3BepHYyIach U HaHeCIa JIOKTeM yaap MyXYy B KHUBOT. [I0Ka TOT, IIOMOPIIMBIIHUCE,
crubasics 1omojiaM, OHa JIETOHBKO II0XJIONAaJia KMIIepaTopa 110 ero 6J1aropogHoM IIeKe, ¥ B ee raa3ax
MeJIbKHYJIa YCMEIKa.

— HHrpaMm, T CEpbE3HO OyMaJl, YTO CMOXKEIIb yaepxkaTh Jlectepa?

Jlenu Bepa Bapk — mo0uMast y4eHuUIla rocrnoxu besb, HHCTPyKTOp JlecTepa 1Mo pykonaurHoMy 600 u
CUJIbHEHIIIasi UMIIepaTpUlla UMIIePUK — TI0Kadasia TOJTOBOM.



— 4 mogroroBuna gisi Te6s TPEHUPOBOYHYIO MOENTE HOMED TPHU ¥ COCTaBUJIa €3KETHEBHBIN ITIaH
3aHsaTuil. Tebe npuaeTCs BpeMEHHO MOXKUTh C HEH [ylia B AYIIY, OO-PO-TOM.

HWwmmnepaTtop MHIpaM, UCTHHHBIN MTPENCTaBUTEIb CAaMOT0 OHA IHUINEBOM LIeIH, CO ClIe3aMM Ha Tjla3ax
o0HapyXKuJ, 4T0 Hobpast UMIepaTpUIla CO 37TbIM YMBICIIOM Ha3Bajla MHTEIJIEKTYaIbHbIA TPEHAXKED
«3aroHio mo cMeptu». K HeMy mpuiarasack 3amnucka: ecjid TPeHHPOBKa He OymeT 3aBepileHa
BOBPEMs, TPeHaxkep JAacT UMIEPATOPy MOHSTh, YTO OyOeT masblIle.

OH coBepILIEHHO He XOTeJl 3HaTh, YTO OyfeT fmasnblie!

)%k

JlecTep, ManeHbKHY JTbBEHOK, HE NTO03PEBaBIIN, B KAKOM afly BApUTCS €T0 CcTapiuui 6paT, mocie
TOTO KaK CYIIPYT pa3Besyl ero TPeBOTH, CIerKa IToKadasl r0JIoBOM, Ha KOTOPoi mo6iecKuBal
LIBETOYEK, ¥ BHE3AITHO 3aCTEeHUYMBO OCMOTpeII Ha JIu Pa4.

— JIn, 51 X094y Koe C KeM TeOs IT03HAaKOMHUTb.

Y Jlu ®351 BO3HUKIIO HEXOPOIIIee MPeauyBCTBUE. JIecTep BCTal C AUBaHa ¥ IIOBEJI €T0 K [IBEPH,
3aIIUIIEHHON KOJOBLEIM 3aMKOM.

Yo 570 3HauuT? OH MOHAJ, YTO g 3aX0AUJI BHYTPh? [IpoBepka? Unu...

JIu @3 cMOTpes Ha CUsIoIue Tila3a Jlectepa,  ero MO3r Ha MTHOBeHHe maj c0oi. OH mpocTo
ocTojbeHer, I, Kak Ero BeicouecTBO MpUHI, HUUYTh He CKPhIBAsCh, BBOOUT KOJ X OTKPHIBAET
KOMHaTY.

HewuzsecTtHO IIo4eMy, HO B I'OJIOBE IIEPBOKJIACCHOT'O CIIELIaT€HTa BCIIJIEIJIO COBEPIIEHHO HEYMECTHOEe
CJIOBO.

«3HAaKOMCTBO C POOUTETAMU».

Mzeicnu JIu @a4, Korga ol yBuzmen Jlectepa, 3aCTEHYUBO CTOSAIIETO PSILOM C TOJIOIPaMMOU I'OCIIOXKYT
Benb, 3aKpyTUTKCH ellle ObICTPee, KaK Ha aMepUKaHCKUX TopKax. bapbephl TOTUKY PYXHYIH, u JIu
@351 0OCeHMIIO: TaK BOT K UeMy Hy2KHa IIOAT0TOBKa K GUKTUBHOMY Opaky!

fKOOBI 7151 3HAKOMCTBA C POOUTENISIMU, @ Ha CaMOM [iejie — YTOOBI COTJIacOBaTh JIETEHY.
PasymeeTcs, 3T0 He0OXOIUMBIH FTar!

Ho pa3Be Ero BricouecTBO IPUHII HE CITUIIKOM Cepbe3eH? Pa3Be 3Ta 3HaMeHUTas UMIEPCKas mapa
He U3BeCTHa Bcell BcenenHon? EMy He HYKHO, 4TOObI IPUHI] ITPOBOIUI [J151 HETo uKGe3!



Cpeqnu 3TO¥ UII030PHOM 3B€3MHOM KapThl MBICTH JIu @351, UTO CITy4asioch KpaliHe PEOKO, CIIyTaIuCh.
['nsaps B cUsIOIIMe T1a3a MPUHIIA, OH MoiMat ceds Ha aOCYypOHOM MBICIIH, YTO TOT [IeHCTBUTEIHHO
cobupaeTcs MPeICTaBUTh €T0 CBOeH MaTepH, Tocnoxke benb... JIn @310 IpHUIIoCh MEICJIEHHO OATh
ce0Oe MMUHKA.

Ounucs, TH crenareHT CKpoITol 3Be31bl! K TOMy Xe 3Ta «Tellla» — BCEro JIUIIb BUPTyalbHasa
npoexus!

He momo3peBas o BHyTpeHHe# 60pnbe JIu ®3s1, JlecTep, CJIOBHO XBaCTIUBEINA peOEHOK,
BOOJYILIEBTIEHHO ITPOU3HEC:

— JIn...

— [Mu-nmu-nu-nu-nu!!!

JIn4HEBIM TepMUHAJ BHE3allHO U3all pe3Kui 3BYK, MTHOBEHHO ITEPEKPHIB cjioBa Ero BricouecTsa.

JIn O3 «...»
JlecTep: «...»
MexXny HHMHU TIOBKCIIa CTpaHHas aTMocdepa. [IpuHI] CKJIIOHU T0JI0BY HA00OK — eMy Ka3ayioch, YTO

3TOT ClleHapuy «Hadall TOBOPUTL — IPepBaiu» OH BCTPedaeT B IIOCIIegHee BpeMs CIIUIIKOM 4acTo...
U Bceraa, Koraa oHu ¢ Jlu ®sem HaeguHe. EMy 3TO TOMBKO KakeTcs?

Ecmu 681 JTu @31 MOT ITPpOYeCTh MBIC/IM IIPUHITA, OH OBl OTBETHUJI C TOPHKHUM OITBITOM: HE KaXKeTCs,
O4YEeBUOHO, YTO JTUMUT yHauu UcyepIiaH.

YecTHO rOBOPS, YCIIbIIIAB BHE3AMHEIM 3BOHOK, YePHOTIIa3bli areHT UCIIKITAT YYBCTBO 00/IeTYeHus:
HakoHell-To! BuguMmo, ynaya B IMIepckoMm KOCMOTIOPTY OblJla OMHOPA30BOH, [la ellle ¥ CTOU/Ia UM
BpaX[hbl C ceMbell MaHTEeHUH.

B otnuuune ot HEBO3MYTHUMOT O JIn ®as1, MaJIeHbKUM IIBETOYEK Ha I'OJIOBE J'IeCTepa IIOHHUK.

— ITO KTO-TO IIPUCIIa BEIIH [JIs UMIIepaTOpcKoro Oparta. — [IpoBepuB TepMUHAa, IPUHI] OTBETUII
XOJIOMHBIM TOHOM, @ €T0 JIUI[0 3aMEeTHO HAIMPSTIIOCH.

— Barme BricouecTBo, He GecrnokoiTeck 000 MHe. Pa3Be 3Ta KoMHaTa He OymeT 3mech Bcerna? — JIu
@i TIePBEIM BHIIIEN U3 KOMHATH U, 0Xuaas Jlectepa y IBepH, TaJlaHTHO OKJIOHUIICS, TPUTIIAIIas
IIPUHIA IOKUHYTH ITOMeleHue. — Y Hac BIIepey ellle MHOTO BpeMeHH.

— Vry.



['napst Ha KapTy 3BE3[, TakK IMOX0XKYI0 Ha Ty, 4To Oblna B CekTope CMmeptH, JIu ®ait, Kak Ob HU
COepxXKuBaJCs, TOYyBCTBOBaJ I'OJIOBOKPYKEeHKE. BO3MOXKHO, Marusi TOro 38e34HOr0 Mopsl 3aCTaBuIa
nyyirero aredta ®egepanuy UCIBITaTh CTPAHHYI0 CMECh PafOCTU M COXKaJleHUs, KOT[a OH YBUTEI,
Kak JlecTep KUBaeT ¥ UOET NIPOBEPATH AOCTABJIEHHEIY I'BapaerllaMu I'pys3.

JIn ®si1 Haxmypuics. Ctapuku u3 CKpHITOX 3Be31bl TOBOPUIIM, YTO XOPOIIKY areHT Bcerfa obnafaeT
VHTYUIMEN, OTTOYEHHOM B 0eCYMCIEHHBIX MUCCHSX. IHOTIa el Hy>KHO JOBEPSITh, BEb OHA CIlacaeT
JKU3Hb.

I/IHTYI/IU;I/IH OOHOT'0O M3 JIYy4YIINX aCOB CKpBITOI;I 3Be3[H MOfICKa3kiBajla: OH HU B KOEM Clly4ae He
OOJIZKEH IIO3BOJIUTH J'IeCTepy IIPOAOJIZKATE.

HeobbscuruMo, 6e3 Kakux-11ub0 IPUYUH, OH IIPOCTO YYBCTBOBAJI, UTO HEJb3s AaTh JlecTepy
IIPECTAaBUThL CBOIO MaTh B 3TOT MOMeHT. CITOBHO, €CJTU TI03BOJIUTH MIPUHITY ITPOMOIXKUTH, OH YIYCTUT
YTO-TO KpaiiHe IIeHHOe.

JIn ®sit Mmorya Habmogas, Kak IBepb KOMHATEL 3aKPhIBAETCS, U OHU BEPHYJIUCH B TOCTUHYIO.

[Tepen JlecTepoM CTOSI/IM [IBe BeIIaaKu. TOT, KTO JOCTABUJI BEIllH, IBHO OIlacasics HaBleyb Ha ceOs
6eny, moaToMy cOexxar eme 1o Toro, Kak JIiu ®aii Beimres. OCTaBUIMCh HaegUHE, IPUHIL U €T0 CYIPYT
HEKOTOpOe BpeMs CMOTPEeJIX OPYT Ha OPYyra, a 3aTeM IIePEeBeJIN B3IJIAN Ha BelllaJIKH.

[TepBas ObIJIa POCKOIITHOM: Ha Hel BUCENIA MYKCKHe KOCTIOMBI U3 BCEBO3MOXKHEIX TKaHeu. JIu Oaii,
Yeil MO3T paboTasl C TOYHOCTHIO IMIBENI[AaPCKUX YacoB, JIUIIL B3TJISHYI Ha HUX U MTOHSI: BCE OHU
CLIWTEL 110 MepkaM Jlectepa.

BTopas Bellanka BHITJISIfIENA XKaJIKO: Ha Hel, HeCMOTPST Ha UIeHTUYHBINA TU3aliH, BUCEJIO JIUIIb OHO
nnathe. JIu ®3i mopoInen u B3s7T B PyKU Hapsi[, KOTOPHIN SBHO OBIT CIITMT Ha 3aKa3 — TOYHO II0 ero
MepKaM.

— He oxwupan, uto y Ero BenuyecTBa uMiepatopa Takou BKyC, — MHOTO3HA4YUTEJIbHO IIpou3Hec JIn
®s1i. — Tl yBEPEH, YTO 3TO HE CTAHET BCEIIEHCKUM I1030pOM?

970 OBIJIO XKEHCKOe IIaThe, B KoTopoe JIu @3t Mor ObI MIOMECTUTLCS elrle aBaxabl. OHO OBIIO
YCHIITaHO 0e3BKYCHBIMU OJIECTKAMM, BHIMIEAIIAMY K3 MOMHI eIlle CTOJIeTHST Ha3a/l, C BLI3LIBAIOIIE
rIyOOKMMY BHIPE3aMU ¥ 9KCTPEMAJIbHO BEICOKUM Pa3pe3oM Ha Oempe.

Bynymuii cynpyr BCTPSIXHYII IIJIaThe, U T€ 3aUrpajid Pa3HOLBETHHIMU, CJIOBHO HEHCIIpABHAS
pOXMmecTBeHCKas TUPsSHAa, OnukaMu. Eciu 661 KakoR-HEOYOb XpaOpell pOCTOM MeTpP BOCEMbIECST
IATh — HEBAXHO, MyKYWHA WU KEHIIMHA — HafeN 9T0, 9TO ObLI0 OBl HACTOSIITUM ITOKYIIEeHHEM Ha
youricTBo. JIt000#, KTO B3T/ISIHY Obl Ha 3TO, HEME[JIEHHO OCJIEIl.

JIu @3y u3pan CTpaHHBIM CMEIIOK: «Xe-Xxe-xe».



Takoe mpenaB3siToe oTHoUIeHKe... CHavala IPSHUK, a IOTOM Manka? My uMmnepaTop HaCTOJILKO He
IOPOXKUT COOCTBEHHOM permyTalliei, YTo TOTOB OCKOPOUTH Jaxke CBOM 3CTETUYECKUe YYBCTBA, JIUIITh
OBl ITOCESITh Pa3mop? Y Hero HeT CTega? BMecTo Toro 4ToOBl TPATUTh BPEMS Ha IOIINUB 3TOTO
«CMEPTOHOCHOTO IIJIaThsI», OCJIETIJISIONIET0 BECh IIePBHIM KBAagpPaHT, JTy4lile Ol IPUCTIAT SIIUK
aHTUPafapHBEIX 00MO — TISOUIIE, TT0BE3/10 OBl ¥ YOAoCh IPUKOHYHUTD ero unu JlecTepa.

JIn @31, ube TepreHue OBITIO He TOJIIIE UTJIBI, TJIyOOKO B3OOXHYI.

Takoe pebs4ecTBO HEMOCTONHO YPOBHS uMmepaTopa! OT cympyra IpHHIla, Ka3alaoch, Havaa
HCXOOUTDb YepHas aypa.

JlecTep Xe, yBUIEB 9TOT HAPSI, TIOJTHBIN [BIP U JTUIICHHBIM BCIKOTO MPUINYMS, aBTOMATUYECKU
TIOKpacHe, Kak nmomMumop. OH He IMOHKUMAJ, YTO CIYYUIIOCH C €T0 BCeTrga MyIPEIM M MOTYIIECTBEHHBIM
OpaToM.

Heyxemnu... HeyXKenu HEBECTKA HOCUT TaKHUEe BEIIH?

He oco3HaBasi 3T0HaMePEeHHOCTH 3TOT0 Ioflapka, JlecTep HOMyCTUI TaKyi0 BO3MOXKHOCTE. OgHAaKoO,
BCIIOMHUB HapsObl UMIIEPATPUIlbl Bephl Ha OaHKeTax, OH TYT Ke 0TOPOCHI 3Ty MBICIb. Bepa Oninna
IJIst Hero maxe Omuxke, yem Opat MHrpam: B eTcTBe, Korga JlecTep ObUT B MHCTUTYTE, UMEHHO Bepa
Y TOCIIOAWH Msy poBOIUIIY C HUM OOJIbIlle BCETO BPEMEHH, U ee TIOBeeHre BO MHOT'OM
copmMHupOBao €ro TUYHOCTD.

IIoI11710 10 TOTO, YTO HOJIroe BpeMs JlecTep CUMTAN «XKEHIIUHY» CHHOHUMOM «TYMaHOUTHOTO
opyXxusi». PadymeeTcsi, 3T0 IpUBEJIO K OmKrOKaM B 0OLIEHUY C ITPOTHBOIIOIOKHEIM II0JI0OM, G1aromapst
yeMy OH 27 JIeT 0CTaBaJICs «HEIPUCTYIIHHIM I[BETKOM» UMIIEPUH.

3HAQYUT, 9TO OIPENeJIeHHO He BKYC HeBeCTKH!

— Toporoii JlecTep, MHE KaXXeTCsI, MHE HYXKHO IIJIaThe, KakK ayMmaels? — Jlu @3y moBepHYJICA C
yNBIOKOM, C2KMMasi B pyKaX CKOMKaHHYIO TKaHb.

[MTpunIr kuBHYI: JIu ®3it mpaB, CKOPO MPUBETCTBEHHLIN GAHKET, U CYNPYTy HYKHO OTKPHIBATH 0as
BMecTe ¢ HuM. Ecu He Oymet miaThs, Ha JIu @351 OyayT ITOKa3bIBATh IMAJIbIEM.

3aMeTUB KpaeM rnasa, Kak JIu @3l ckuMaeT KecTKre 671ecTKH, JlecTep cierka HaxXMypHUics. ITu
KpaCHUBhIE PYKH... HE IOPAHUTCS JIX OH O HUX?

— 4 mompoury [lannapa mocTaTh Opyroe mnaTthe. THL... He 31UCh, OpaT OH... 6paT... — JlecTep, YbuUM
UMHUIKeM Bcerga Oblna «Keje3Has BOJIS» U MPSAMOTa, He 3HaJl, Kak onpaBfaTh Opara. [Jaxe oH, 4en
BKYC T'OCIIOOUH My Npu3Haa MEPTBOPOXKAEHHEIM, He MOT C YUCTOM COBECTHIO CKa3aTh, YTO B 3TOM
MOZKHO IT0Ka3aThCs Ha JIIOASX.



— Ioporo#, s moOHKUMal0, — yIbIOHYICS JTu @i, 3aMeTHB, YTO IIPUHI] BCE eIle CMOTPHUT Ha ero PyKH,
OH pas3aJl UX, TO3BOJISS IJIAThIO YIACTh Ha mMoJI. Ha magoHsIX ocTanuch Clensl, HO HU A7 JlecTepa,
HY 1715 JIu @35 3T0 He ObIIO IPoOIIEeMOIA.

JlecTep, MOKpacHeB, TpebbiBasi B XOPOIIIEM HAaCTPOEHUH U MTOKA4YUBas IBETOYKOM, CBSI3aJICS C
He3aMeHUMBIM afbIOTaHTOM [lanmnapoM, 4TOOB TOT TOATOTOBUIT HAPS,.

Yro kacaercs JIu ®3s, To 0H cMOTpes Ha 0e3BKyCcHOe GyiecTsiiiee IIaTke, a B TNIyOKUHE ero
K00aJIbTOBHIX I'J1a3 Ha3peBasa Oypsi.

9To maThe IPUCIIAI He UMIIepaTop.

OH KOCHYJICS TOTO, YTO CIIpPsTal B pyKaBe. B TOT MOMEHT, KOrfia OH [T03BOJIUII [IJIaThIO YIIaCTh, OH Ha
rjas3ax y IpuHIla MarudeckKuM (POKycoM ImpuxBaTui 6eflyio KapTouKy, CIPSATaHHYI0 BHyTpU. Ha Hel
CMesJICs TpU3PaK, COTKaHHKIN U3 YepHOro niaMeHu. B ronose JIu @35 BCIIIBIIO COOOIIEHNE,
OCTaBJIEHHOe B3JI0MaHHEIM UM paHee «[IceBmo-IIpu3pakom»:

«THI CMOZKeIIlL HaUTU MEHI?»

JIn ®ait: «Xe-xe, He CIIUIITKOM JIM Thl HETEPIIETIUB?»
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