[Tpoiigs yepes moJNrke MBITAPCTBA, OHU HAKOHEI[ MoOpaIuCh N0 CTOMHIIH Iepen caMbiM HOBBIM
TOZIOM.

Kro GBI MOT IOOyMaTh, YTO €fiBa OHU MUHYIOT TOPOZICKHE BOPOTA, KakK UX yke OymeT MomKuaaTh
HEe3BaHBIN T'OCTh.

— Cnasmio Kus13g FOHB, — Tosoc npuiepiiero 051 He TPOMKUM U He TUXUM — KaK pa3 TaKou, YTOOHI
I3uH KOHb MOT PaCCHBINIATE.

Jlerkoe MbIYaHUE COILIJIO 3a OTBeT, caM ke L[3uH FOHBb BOBCe He COGI/IpaHCH BECTHU JONTHe Oecemsl.

— W3-3a npubnukeHus npa3gHuKa pe3upaeHIus Bamero BricouecTBa elre He J0 KOHIIa 00yCTpPOeHa.
VimmepaTop omnacaeTcs, Kak Obl BBl He UCIIBITAIM KaKuX-11u00 HeymoOCTB, ¥ IpUKa3all MHE 0XKHUaTh
3mech. MmmepaTop yXke [aBHO XIET Bac BO ABOpPLE.

XM, a pa3Be OH X04eT Yero-To APyroro, KpoMe Kak 3aTOYHUThL €TI0 BO ABOpel? YOuicTBo — meio
OJIHOT'0 MTHOBEHMS, K YEMY BCS 9Ta HallyCKHAas KOHCIIUPALXS U 3aKy/lIUCHble UHTpUru? Eciou «emy»
He HaJ0eso, TO OH-TO yXKe yCTall.

— Huuero CTPAIITHOT 0, B€I¥, — MBEICJIEHHO U3PhITad IMIPOKJIATHA, BCIIyX OH T'OBOPHUJI POBHO 1
CIIOKOMHO, He II03BOIAS 3aMeTHUTh 1 HaMeKa Ha UCTUHHEIE YyBCTBa.

HpI/ILHeI[LHI/IfI 3aMepP Ha CeKyHYy, HUKdK He OXKupnasi, 4To Kusa3p KOHB cOTTTacuTCS Tak JIETKO.
HO6pOJII/IB BOKDPYT [Od OKOJIO B HEPEIIHUTEJIbHOCTH, OH BBICKA3adJl €Ile OJHO Tpe6OBaHI/Ie:

— Bamre BricouecTBO, mBOpEIl — HE NOM IIPOCTOIIOAWHA. T0, YTO BbI ITPUBE3JIU C COO0M CTOJIBKO...
6010Ch, 3TO HEYMECTHO...

HeymecTHO? XM, KaK HU 3allUIIAiCs, OT BCETo He yOepexkeIlbes, Tak K 4eMy 9TH cTapaHus? JIafmHo,
pa3 «OH» X04eT IIOUTpaTh, OH IOALIIPAEeT eMy 10 CaMOro KoHIa!

— Bce OHM — 4/IeHBI MOEY CEMBH, YTO 3[€Ch HEYMECTHO? My 4yieHB MOero pofa U BOPSIMb He
IIEHSITCS BhIIIE OOBIYHBIX MTPOCTOMIOOUHOB?! — ronoc L[3uH KOHS cTan CypoBHIM, OTYET0 I'oCTh
WCIIyTaHHO 3agpoxKas ¥, 3aluHasCh, OTBETHUI:

— 3T0... He cobaroBoauT 1 Bare BricouecTBo criepBa BOMTH BO gBOpen? YTo m0 BalIUX OJIU3KUX, 5
HCIIPOIILY COU3BOIeHUS MMIepaTopa U HEIIPEeMEeHHO BCe YCTPOIO Kak Hafo, KJISHYCh, HUKTO U3 HUX HE
o0upUTCA U Ha MOTYy.

[Toxozxke, TOT TBEPO BO3HAMEPUJICS HEe [TO3BOJIUTE €My B3SITh JIIofiei ¢ co00M.

— Yro X, TOrOa S OCTABILIO UX Ha TBOE MOIIEYEeHHE. CMOTpI/I Xe, eCJlii C HUMHU 4YTO-TO CIIYYHUTCH,



IIeHs 1 Ha CBOIO TOJIOBY!

[TocnaHHUK IPUHSIICS HamepeOol maBaTh 3aBepPeHUs, TAWKOM YTHpas XOJIOOHEIM 1MOT. [[Ba roga Ha3ap
Kus3p FOHB OB 1€T0K ¥ 6€3MSITEeXKEH, X0I0/IeH KaK Jiell, HO CO BCEMHU [iepKaJcs KpaiHe BexkIuBo. C
yero Obl CerogHs OH U3MEHUJICSI [0 Hey3HaBaeMoCTH? JIleqsaHOW X010 HUKyOa He [eJics, JIUIIhL CTall
etle 601ee TPOH3UTENbHLIM. Heykenu gaxe ero cepale oOKaMeHeso?

3un FOHB 0THa Koe-Kakue pacnopsikeHus AH u fAHio, ycrnokoun FOu Xy 1 nUib 1ocie 3TOro
CTYIIUJI Ha IPUTOTOBJIEHHBIXA BO OBOPIIE MTaJIaHKWH, OTIPABIASACH 3@ CONPOBOXKIAOIINMU.

— Pa3Be cTapumuii Moj0o¥% rOCIIOKH, OTIIPABIISSACH Ty[a, He IofBepraeT ce0si 0macHOCTU? — He
yoepzaics OT TPEBOTY AHb.

Aub nompaunen, 6pocun B3rnsag Ha AHs u FO# Xy, mokadas rojioBOM ¥ MOJT4a BEPHYJICS B KapeTy.

Bo3sBparmasich Ciofia iBa Tofia Ha3ald, OH YYBCTBOBAJ, YTO MMIIEPATOPCKUH IBOPEI] HUUYTh HE
MU3MEHHUJICS; TO 2Ke ITOBTOPHUIIOCH ¥ TEIEePh, IBa rofia CIIyCTs, pa3Be YTO BO3MYX B MIOKOSX CTa eIlle
MOpO3HEee — TaK, YTO ax MPoOupao o KOCTEH.

— Batre BricouecTBo, Crofia, Imoxanyucra, UMnepartop yxe xkaeT Bo [IBopie FOHbCSO.

IBoper FOHbCS0? U Kakylo Xe MTYKy OH yAyMaJs Ha 3TOT pa3?

— IlpocTo Begw, Kyma BelieHO. Boma mpumeT — 3eMJIi0 3apoeM, APYroro myTu HeT. [Ioka y Hero B
PyKax cocpemoToueHa apMusi, OH He CTaHeT JeHCTBOBAThH IIPOTUB HETO Cropsiya. Pa3 Tak, 4yero
6osiThCsi? K TOMY Xe, B er0 paclopsixKeHUH BCe ellle HMeach TalHas CeTh BIUSHUS, CIIOMUTh
KOTOPYIO OBLIO He TaK-TO IIPOCTO.

Boiins B 3aiy, eBHYX IIPOBEJ €r0 IPSIMUKOM BO BHYTPEHHUE MTOKOU.

]_[3I/IH fAo nexan Ha KPOBATH, IIPUKPEIB I'JIa34d B IIOIIBITKE IIEPENOXHYTh; PAOOM CTOSAIL CKpOMHBIfI
I[epeBHHHBIfI CTOJI, 3aBaJIEHHHIN OTPDOMHBEIMHU KHUITAMHU CBUTKOB C JOKJIaJaMH.

XM, HeyXKeJli roOCyapCTBEHHEIEe fiefla U BIpaBoy OTHUMAIOT CTOJIBKO cui? Pa3 maxe mo [IBopia
KOHbCsI0 moOpanuce.

[TycTh B mylle KUIIEeI0 HeromoBaHue 1 Ha LI3uH o GbIsI0 3aT0TOBJIEHO HEMAJIO YIIPEKOB, CTOMIIO eMy
3aMEeTHUTh BBAIMBUIUECS IIEKU UMIIEPATOPa ¥ TEMHBIE KPYTH IIO[ TIa3aMu, KaK B TPYOU HEBECTh
OTKyHa 3apofuiachk egkasi 007b, MOAKATHUBIIAS IIPSIMO K TOPJIY ¥ efIBa He 3aCTAaBUBIIAs €0 I'la3a
TIOKPACHETh.

— HimmepaTop, UMmiepaTop... — eBHYX OCTOPOKHO M0o3Basl: — KHs3b KOHBb mpulsL.



LI3uH flo MeqeHHO MPUOTKPHII I1a3a, 3aTYMaHEeHHBIM B3TJIAI0M 00BeJl KOMHATY ¥, CTOJIKHYBIIUCEH C
no 60511 3HAKOMBIM CUJTy9TOM, Ha MTHOBeHUEe 3aMep. CIIyCTsI CEKYHIY eT0 B3TJISA[ MPOSICHUIICS, a B
r1yOXMHaxX r1a3 BCIBIXHYJ PafOCTHBIHM CBET.

— FOHB-3p, TH BEPHYJICSI~ — €0 T'0JI0C caM co00¥ B3/IETENT Ha BEICOKUX HOTAX, SIBHO BhIIABast
TIEPETIONHSBIIYIO €T0 PafOCTk.

— Bamre BricouecTBOo, BHI H3BOIUTE HACMEXAThCS HAJl 9TUM MJIaAIIuM OpaToM.

LI3un o omemun, u 67eCK B €r0 T7la3ax TYT XKe MoMepK. ToT mo-pekHeMy He KeJan 00uaThCs C
HUM — [axXe II0 IPOLIECTBUU CTONBKUX JOJITUX [ABYX JIET HUUETOIIeHbKY He U3MEHUIIOCh.

Bce atu fBa roga, cTapasich 3aryylmuTh TOCKY 110 HeMy, OH 0e3 KOHIla ITOrpyzKascs B
roCyfapCTBeHHHIe fiernia, 0eCKOHEYHO TBEPAs cele: IOTepIHU ellle ABa rofa, IPOAepXKUCh ITU ABa
rofia, ¥ OH BEPHETCS, BepHETCS K HeMy. Heyxenu u 3T0 — nuib HecObiTouHas MeuyTa? OH Tak
JKaXK[as, 4ToOH TOT IIOHSTI er0 4yBCTBa, HO HeyKenu U BIPSIMb IpaB EBHyX flo, yTBepXKaaBIINii, YTO
9TOT YeJI0BEK HAuKCTO JIMIIEH YyBCTB U He crioco0eH mobuTth?! OH 3HaJI, IPeKpacHo 3Haj: eC/IU OH
He 00BACHUTCA C HUM [I0 KOHIIQ, TOT OyAeT HeHaBUAeTh ero Be4Ho. Ho 4To TONKy B 00BACHEHUAX?
Cka3aTh €My, YTO €T0 MaTh-HaJIOXKHUIA Toruba o ero KOCBEHHOU BUHE?!

Henw3si, OH He MOT 103BONIUTEL FOHB-9Dy BO3HEHABUETD €T0 ellle CUJIbHEE, TI03TOMY PEeLIuI
IIEPeHOCUTH BCE B OMMHOYKY — pa3Be U B 9TOM OH Obls1 HemrpaB? OH XOTeJI IPUBSI3aTh €T0 BOEHHOM
BJIACTHI0, UTOOHI TOT HE CMeJI U Iary CTYIUTh IIPOyb, HEYyKeJu Bce ObIJI0 HalpacHo?

BEITH MOXKET, OH U BIIPSAMB BO BCEM omuoCs: IIPX TAaKOM XdPaAKTepe, KaK y Hero, yonepxKaTb CHUJIOH
IIO4YTH HEBO3MOZKHO.

Pa3ymoMm mocTuramomuit Bce Ha CBETE, Ia TOJIbKO 00eIeHHbIM CEePIleM; POKIEHHEBIM
0eCcYyBCTBEHHEIM, [la 3aTePSIBIINN COOCTBEHHOE cepple. Kak xke OBITh TeIepsk...

Pa3 yX OoIio 4o TakKoro, 0CTaBajoCh JIUIIh IIPOAOJIKATE UATH aJibllle.

[TpuxaB PyKy K TPYOH, OH IOABUJ PBYIIUNCS HaPYXKY KallleJb, C TPYAOM MPUIIOTHSIICS U CET,
3aKMYPUBILINCE, YTOOBI CKPHITH CTPaHHEIN 671eCK B ri1a3ax. Clierka nepeBens OblIXxaHUE, OH
3ar0BOPUIL:

— Kak YCTPOHUJICA B HOFpaHI/I‘-IHOM ropone? A nmoMHIO0, TBOE 300POBLE HUKOT'IA HE OBITIO KPEIKNM.
TaM mioThIEe MODO3EHI, THI...

— Bbnarogapio MnepaTtopa 3a 3a60Ty, 3TOT Miafiinii 6paT 4yBCTByeT ce6si IPEBOCXOMIHO.

— Bor u cnaBHO, pa3 Tak... — Ha 9TOM CJIOBa UCCAKIIYM, BOLAPUJIOCh MOT4yaHue, 1 000uM 0omblie
Heyero OBIJIO CKa3aTh APYT OPYTY.



CroBHO 1IeJ1ast BEYHOCTh MHHYIJIa, IPpexXne 4eM L3un do Benen €BHYXY PacCIlaXHYTh OKHO. 3a CTeKIoM
pacCCTumaicd TOJICTBIN CJI0# 6€JI0CHEeXKHOTO IymucCTOro CHera.

— 4 momHto, THI, OpaTel, Bcerpa mobun cHer. Kakoe coBmapieHune, cTouno Tebe BEPHYTHCS, KaK
TIOIIIEJI CHET.

LI3uH do 6Gpocus B3TJsA Ha YIULY U IPE3PUTEIBHO YCMEXHYIICS, TIePeBOs B3TsAn 06paTHO B
KOMHaTy:

— Bame BricouecTBo omubaetcs. C yero 65 9ToMy MafmeMy 6paTy DuTaTh c1aboCTh K MOg00HOM
TPSI3H.

['psa3w? LI3un o B3OpPOTHYI, HE B CHJIax MPUNTHU B ce0s. OH TOMHUJI, KaK B IIPOIUILIM pa3 y TOPSIYUX
ncToyHuKOB 1[3unH FOHb Ha0Tpe3 oTKa3ajcsa HafgeBaTh Oesble OfeX bl — HEeYyXKeJIu OH [OIIell OO TOTO,
YTO BO3HEHABU[IEJI BCE, YTO CBsI3aHO C OenbiM mBeToM? OH U IMPeCTaBUTh He MOT, YTO TOT HACTOJIBKO
CUJIbHO HEHABUOUT €r0, YTO TOTOB PAa30pBaTh J00bIe CBSI3LIBAIOIINE UX HUTH. ..

Ieixarue LI3uH H0 3aCTpsmo B rpyay, BO PTY OTUETIUBO 3a1aX/I0 KPOBbIO, TOTOBOU XJIEIHYTh HAPYXKY,
HO OH 3a[laBUJI 3TOT ITO3EIB HACMEPTh.

— HeyxXenu Takyio mpeKpacHyo Belllb... KOHb-3p, HEYKeJU THl ¥ BIPSMb Pa3Iiobur ee...

3HAYUT K 3TO, YTO 0OJTAYEHHEIN BO Bce 6eroe oH 00Ibllle HUKOTHA He JOXKIETCS ero HexkHocTu? ToT
CaMBIif KPOIIIEYHBIN CUIIY3T, YTO BEYHO CJIeOBAI 3a HUM IIO IISiTaM B IETCTBE, OKOHYATENILHO KCUe3
BAJIU, CTYTIMB Ha COOCTBEHHYIO IOPOTy?..

3un OB HHUUYEro He OTBETHII, PaBHOAOYITHO OTBEPHYBIINCH, TAK YTO HE 3aMETHUJI, KaK BO B3TJIAOE
I3un Ao 3acTeiia I"J'IY60KaH J'[IO6OBB, CMeIllaHHasi C HEBEIHOCUMOM 0O0JIbIO U IIepeIlojIHeHHas Clie3aMu.

— INo3gHa yxe... OTObxai, 6parei.

OH B3MaxHyJ PyKO#t — y Hero 60Jibllle He 0CTalIOCh CUJI CMOTPETh, KaK TOT yhansetcs. U 6e3 Toro
IIPOCTYKEHHBIM OPraHKu3M 0cjia0 OKOHYATEeNIbHO, ¥ eC/Td OBl He 0II0pa O MTOMOKOHHUK, OH ObI
HaBepPHSIKa PYXHYJI IPSIMO Ha TIOJI.

[TorpyxeHHBIN B COGCTBeHHbIe MBICTH, L3l KOHB mo-mpekHeMy He yJIaBiauBall 00JIM B €r0 TOJI0CE H,
pa3BepHYBIIUCE, 663 Masieiero coxaaeHus 3allarai poyYb, CJIOBHO cracasicb 6ercTBOM OT
SIMOBUTOM 3MEU UJIK TUKOTO 3BEPS.

Yirern... BoT Tak IpocCTo yIers...

Horu Gormbltie He mepkanu, u L[3uH d0, MUIIKUBIIACH TOCTEOHUX CUJI, PYXHY Ha IOI.



— Hmnepatop! — EBHyx fo Opocusncs K HeMy, IBITasiCh IOOHATE.

— IIpous! Bce Bon! Iomnm BOH...

I‘OHB-Sp yYoaJdicsa OT HEero BCe JaJibllie W OaJIbIlle, nC49e3as U3 BUOy, ero 6obllie He OBITIO BUOHO...

Kak 6110 OB TPpEKPACHO OCJIENIHYTh — TOTMa OH He BuAes Obl, Kak yxomuT FOHb-9p. Kak Ob110 GBI
IIPpEKPacHO OTJIOXHYTh — TOTMia OH He CbIIIaj Obl KeCcToKuX cj1oB FOHB-3pa. BEITh MOXKET, YMpPH OH,
FOubB-9p 06pamoBacs 6ul eme 6ombuie? Ho eMy Tak Kalb pacCTaBaThCs C HUM, €My TakK XKajlb ero
HOHB-3pa, FOHB-9D...

EBHyx flo cMoTpen Ha youtoro ropeM MMiepaTopa, COBEPIIEHHO He 3Hasl, KaK IIOCTYIUTh. BumeTthb
OpYT Opyra — cijiolnHas 607k, a He BUEThCS — elre OobHee.

Ecnu paHbIle OH ellle 3aTaulI Ha HET0 00uAY, TO, TJssl, KaK 6e3yMHO ¥ MYYHUTEIbHO TOT JII06UT Ero
BricouecTBO, BCst 9Ta 00J1b JOI2KHA OBIJIa PACCESITHC.

HO}KaHYfI, €My CTOHJIO COeJIaTh YTO-TO pagu HEro...
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