My LI3yH6a0 4yBCTBOBAJI, YTO CETOMHS ITPOUCXOAUT KaKOH-To abcypa. CHavana ero HermoOequMbIi
KOMaH/YIOIIN TTOTyYnIT CTPEJIY U yIIaja C KOHS, a TIOTOM €My ¥ BOBCE ITOMepeIuiocs, 6yaTo oH
BUOUT Ha roje 00s rajmonuHanyio! EMy moka3amock, 4To caM MMnepaTop — TOT CaMbIl, 4TO
NOJIXKEH CUAETh B BaliusHe, B CaMOM BEICOKOM [IBOPIIe, OTHaBaTh IPUKA3Hl U XKAaTh, I0Ka APyTHE
IIPOJIMBAIOT KPOBb Ha MEPENOBOM, — CTOUT IPSIMO Nepen HUM. Ero Benu4yecTBO BHITISEN
M3MOKIEHHEIM, 00/TaYeHHBLIM B TSI2KEJIble MOCIIEXH, OT KOTOPHIX, Ka3aloCh, MOXKHO Pa3daBUThLCS, a
IOJIMHHBIE BOJIOCH OBINIM ITPOCTO MTOABSI3aHE! IEHTOM, TaK KaK KOPOHA 0CTajlach IMie-TO B APYTrOM MecCTe.
CaMmoe CTpalllHOe, YTO OH C BRIpazKeHHEeM JIMIla, TOTOBEIM PacTep3aTh JII000ro, MpUKa3aj eMy
HeMe[JIEHHO OTHAaTh KOMaHAyIero, koroporo My 113yH6ao mepzkai Ha pykKax!

My LI3yn6ao 130 Bcex cun yIunHys cebs 3a 6egpo. bombHO... 3Ha4uT, 9T0 He coH?! My 1I3yHb6a0
OTIEIINII.

[Toka OH He 3HaJI, YTO JesaTh IIepBEIM — IepenaTh MMnepatopy 05 MHBSIHA UK OIIyCTUTHCA Ha
KOJIEHU I IIPUBETCTBUS, — TOT y2Ke HeTepIIeIMBO II0fasCcs Bliepeq U BIacTHO nepexsaTtuni KOs
VHbsHa 3a BopoT. OgHaKo 0e3:KM3HEHHOE TeJI0 CUJIBHO OTJIMYaloCh OT MPUBEIYHOTO, Koraa s
VHBbSH TIOMOTaJjI, HApsrast MAIIIIE, T03TOMY HMMIepaTopy MPHIIIOCh CTUCHYTH 3YObI ¥ OOHOM PYKOH
C TPYOOM BTSIHYTb €r0 Ha CBOETO KOHS.

— ¢ mpuBen NATHOECST THICSY BOMHOB I'BapAUM U FApHU30HA, ITepefaio ux BaM aBouM! Ecnu BH He
OTOMCTHTE 3a BUepallHIoo 3acafny... — FMnepaTop, He OIIycKasi I'0JIOBH, TOCMOTpel Ha My LI3yH6ao
1 JIto 'HBYK3HB, KOTOPHIE 0 CUX IIOP HE MOTJIM IPUHUTH B cebs, U chesiajl MHOTO3HAYUTETLHYIO
naysy.

— ...TO MOXKeTe He BO3BpalllaThCs B BaitusH, s He XKejai Bac BUAeTh! — Benblit 60eBOM KOHB,
Hecymui Ha cebe Mmmnepatopa u F0s MHBsSIHA, B COMPOBOXKIEHUHN OBYX THICSY KOHHHUKOB, IIPOPBAJICS
CKBO3b PSOBI Bpara, Kak HOXK CKBO3b MacCJI0, ¥ YCTPEMMIICS 110 0OPaTHOMY ITyTH, BCKOPE CKPHLIBIIKCH B
TyCTOM [BIMY.

— Y10 9TO0 OBINIO? — CIIYCTSI MONTO€ BPEMS CIIPOCHUN 03afgadueHHbd My 113yH0ao, risns Ha JTio
VHBUYXKOHE.

— Yypmo, — yBepeHHO OTBETHUJIA Ta.

— Cs0 Ulynbussl! 2KuBo 308U jiekaps! — MMnepaTop rHail KOHS IPSIMO IO TJIaBHOTO IIaTpa jlareps
105 Vubsana. CIpeIrHyB Ha 3eMJII0, OH 3aKpuyas Ha JIu 1{0aHblIyHs, 0XKUABIIEro BHYTPU.

Yro 3To0 OBI7T0? OH OBI ¥ CaM X0TeJl KOTo-HuOyAbh CIIPOCUTh! Beb OH Ke OTIpaBUJI TOHIIQ, YTOORI
OTMEHUTH BCe IJIaHH 110 MOKyIIeHu!o, ToueMy ke K03 UHBAH BCce paBHO MOIYYUII TaKUE TAKEIIbIE
panul? [loyeMy OH JIEXKUT Y HEro Ha pyKax, CJIOBHO BOT-BOT UCIYCTUT AyX? IloueMy? V¥ KOro oH
moJKeH cupocuth?! A ecnu Ov1 KO3 MHBSH He [bIIai, KOrha OH mpuxka ero K ce6e? Yro Ovl 0H
nenan? Kak Ovl oH kun ganbie? K KoMy oOpaiaTtbCsi ¢ TaKUMH BOIIPOCAMMU?

Ecnu OBl OH He 3aCOMHEBAJICS, eCIu OBl He OTIIPABHUIJICA B IIYTh FHY6OKOﬁ HOYEIO Cpa3y IIOoCJie TOTO,
KaK YHIJIX T'OHIIBI; €CIIN OBl OH HE TOJIEHUJICS BBICIIyIIIQTh IYCTEIE PEYN Bau HHHb(by " PEeUInI JTUYHO



yBupeTs FO3 MHbsiHA Ha nose 604... Ecinu Ovl, ecnu ObI He OBLIO 9TUX 0€CKOHEUYHBIX eCld... Heyxenu
CErofiHd y Hero Ha pyKax jexarso Obl Ui xononHoe Teno K03 UHbsHa?

— Jlexaps! [ToueMy nekaps o cux mop He 37ueck! — bepexno ynoxus 03 HbgHa Ha y3Ky0 U
IIPOCTYIO KyIIeTKy, MepaTop CHOBa COpBaJiCs Ha KpPUK.

— Bamre BennyecTBo, jieKaph IpUIlesl, — B 9TOT MOMeHT JIu [{0aHbIIyHb OTHEPHYJI [IOJIOT IIaTpa 1
BBeJI BHYTPh CEJOTO CTapuka. ITo OB Ny4IlInii TeKaph ABopiia, Jlekaps LisgHb, KoToporo MMmeparop,
00s5Ch XyIIero, CAION BKIIIOUMII B COCTaB OTPsMa Iepes caMbiM 0The3noM. OH He X0Tell yTPYKOaTh
CTapuKa, HO KTO OBl MOT IIOAyMaTh, YTO OH IIOHAZOOUTCS!

Korpa nekaps nonpocun MiMepaTopa OTOWTH OT KYIIETKH, TOT IPOXU3HEC JIUIIb ONHY (Ppa3y:

— OH pgonxeH kKuTh! CMepTh HEe JOIyCKaeTCs!

— 9rt0... — Craphlit 1ekaps, yBunes coctosiuue K03 UubsgHa, 3amsics. [Tomoias 6uxke, OH IPOBEPUTT
OBIXaHWe, IPOIIyIal MyJbC, IPUIOAHSAI BeKU. B KOHIlIe KOHIIOB, OH OTCTYIIUII B CTOPOHY.

— Bame BenmuuecTBo, I'enepan F0a... — CTaphlii 1eKaph ObIT aBTOPUTETOM ellle CO BpeMeH
IIpaBJIeHUs ITOKOUHOro MMnepaTopa ¥ MOMHUJI, KaK HEIHEIIHUN IIpaBUTEb POC. [laxke IIpeXHUM
HMnepaTop HUKOTa He KpH4aj Ha HEro, a CerofiHs, pafgy KaKoro-To reHepasa, IPaBUTENb TO3BOJIUII
cebe Takou pe3kuyl ToH. Jlekaps moHUMas, 4to K03 UHbSH 3HauuT A MiMnepaTopa, HO Jaxe pagu
3TOT0 OH He coOuparscs nraTh, Kak MOCTeIHUN ITapiaTaH.

— l'oBopu yxe! 4 xouy 3HATH, KOrfa OH npupaeT B ce0st! — EMy Hy>KHO ObIJIO U3BUHUTHCS Tepel HUM,
IIPU3HATHCS B CBOUX YYBCTBAX, OH XOTeJl CHOBa yBuOeTh F03 MHbsHa, OnucTaoero Ha miaimy!
YBupes, 4TO 1eKapb OTCTynuI, MMIepaTop CHOBa IPUABUHYJICA K KyILIETKe U MOJI0KUJI ronoBy 03
VunsaHa cebe Ha KoJieHH, 005ICh, UTO eMy HeyIoOHO.

— Ho, Bamre Benuuectso... ['erepan H)3... 0H yKe He OHIIUT... — He 3a00TsSICh 0 COOCTBEHHOMN
0e30IaCHOCTH, CTAapPhIM JIeKaph BEITEP KATUBIITUNCS IPafioM IIOT U IIPOU3HEC CJI0BA, OT KOTOPHIX B
ImaTpe MCHOBEHHO yIlaja TeMIiepaTypa.

— V¥V 1e6s1 ecTh CMEIOCTh IOBTOPHUTD 3TO elre pa3? — ['ma3a MiMmepaTopa omacHO Cy3uIuCh. B HuX
YUTANIUCh HEBEPHUE, 10K, CKOPOb, ocTpas 60/b U clepKuBaeMast IpOCTh.

— Bame BenuuectBo... — Jlekaps LigHb X0Ten ObIIO YTO-TO 4OOABUTh, HO YBUAE, Kak JIu
[TroaHBIIYHb, BEITUPAs CJIe3bl, Hayal 0TYasgHHO [10JlaBaTh €My 3HaAKU.

— Bon! Kyuka HuK4ueMHbIX paboB! Bce BoH! — MMmepaTop BEIIPSIMUII CIIMHY ¥ OTBEPHYJICS B
CTOPOHY, HO €ro rojoc OB TAKUM I'POMKHKM, YTO, Ka3aJioch, MOT COPBaTh II0JIOT IIaTpa.

JIu 1lroanbilryHb nocMoTpen Ha UMnepartopa, 3aTeM Ha FO3 UHbsIHA, He TTofaBaBIlero Ipu3HakoB



2KU3HH, U U304l 3aJIy'H.IeHHI:II;I BCxuIl. Ho BCe Ke OH BBIBETI OIIEIIEHEIOr0 CTaporo JIeKapd U3 IIaTpa.

Ecnu GOvl 0H TOTHa He yOenun MMmepaTopa rnepeayMaTh, eCiiu Obl 10 CUX ITOP IIPaBUTENb OBIT 30J1 Ha
O3 Wunbsana, 66110 651 eMy nerde? Ho Teneph myTH Ha3af He ObLIO HU AJIST KOTO.

Ecnu 651 rerepan F0s 3uan, yto UMnepartop OyneT Tak youBaThCs, cTas Ol OH UCKATh cMepTu? Mmu
JKe OH 3HaJl, YTO ero yxof cTaHeT [y MMnepaTopa TakKuM yOapoM, U UMEHHO TaK PeIlul OTOMCTUTh?
ITaxke eciu 9TO MeCTb, CTOMIIA JTU OHA Xu3HU? OH Bexb MOJIKeH OvI 3HaTh, YTO MiMIepaTop He CMOT
OBl OTKA3aTh HU B OJHOM €r0 Ipockoe...

Briiga u3 mwatpa, JIu LoaHbLIyH OYCTUICSA Ha 3€MJII0 U 3aphifal B royoc. Ecnu Ha cBeTe
CYIIEeCTBYeT BceMoryiree 603KeCTBO, OH ObI XOTEJI CIPOCUTE: YTO JKe 9TO BCe 3HAUUT?!

YcnelaB cioBa JieKapsi, IepBo peakiei MMmepartopa Obio oTpuilanue! JIUIIL KOTIa CKBO3b IETh
B 3aHABECKe JOHEeC/IUCh phiganus JIu [[i0aHbINyHS, OH OB BRIHY2KIEH B3TJITHYThH IIPaBfe B I1a3a.

OmycTtuB B3rJI4A, oH yBumen nuio KO3 MHbBSHA, IOKPEITOE CaXkel OT HOYHOTO [IbIMa... B yTOJIKax Iyl
3aIeKJIUCh KPACHBIE CIIeMbl KPOBH... 3aMlyTaHHBIE BOJIOCH OBLIY MOJIHAL MTBITA U TI€CKA MOCIIe MaleHus
C KOHS...

A HUXKe... Ha TpyaHu... 6e300pa3Has paHa yKe He KpOBOTOYMJIA, HO Kpasi IJIOTH OBLIM BEIBEPHYTHI
HapyXkKy — 3TO CJIe[Ibl OT BEIPBAaHHBIX KPIOYLEB CTPEJIHL... A Ha IpaBOM OOKY [iBe Iapasie/lbHble
IJIMHHBIE paHBl. HeT, 9To He OT Meya, Takue paHbl HAHOCHUT TOJIBKO CabJis... UX HAaHECH, KOToa OH He
OKa3bIBaJl COITPOTUBJIEHUS. .

Crayvamna IepexBaTuiioO AbIXaHKWE, 3aTEM BCE€ TEJIO Ha4aJlo OUTHCS B OPOXKH, IIOKa OIIYXIINE BEKU HE
cMoru Ooblire COEepPZXKHUBATH OTHaAsAHHE.

VimMnepaTop 0CTOPOXKHO nepebupan o6ropesure Ipsigu Bojioc y BUCKOB 03 UHbsiHa, U Clie3bl OfHa
3a APYrou Kamaju Ha IUIo redepasna. OHU CKaThIBaJIUCh B rna3Hullbl F09 MHbsHA, U ero nogepHyThie
OBIMKOM 3padyKM YBIIaXKHSIUCDH, CIIOBHO OTpaxas Clie3bl, KOTOPhIe OH CaM y2Ke HUKOTZa He IIPOJIbET.

— KO3 NHBaH, BcTaBail. 4 yKe IOHSI, 4TO OB HEMPAB, S 3HAI0, YTO He IepeHecy 6071 0T TBOEH
TIOTEpH... f coryalrych Ha Bce TBOM ycioBus. f Gonblie He Oyny NpUHYXKAATh Te0s, MyCTh JIy4llle Thl
Oymeurs 0OHUMAaThL MeHs... M HeBaXXHO, X0Uelllb JIU TH XKEHUTHCS, 3aBOJUThH HAJIOXKHUIL UJTU UMETh
[eCSTePhIX CHIHOBEHM — s BCe MTO3BOJI0... TOIBKO, YMOJISI0, He TOBOPU 0OJIbIlle, YTO YHAENIb OT MeHH.
Ecnu He Bepullh, KAk TOJBKO IIOMPABUIIBCS, S IMYHO OTIPABII0 Tebss 00paTHO B IOMECThe TeHepasa
K XyH fo...

Iaxe B ria3ax I0s MHBAHA He 0CTaIOCh MeCTa [yt O0JIH, U IO ero 1eKaM HOTEeKIIX CJIe3H,
M3BUJIUCTHIMU PY4YbSIMH, TOH0OHO X ¢ IMIlepaTopoM 3amyTaHHOU cynb0e, Mafias Ha HEPOBHYIO
3eMJII0 IIaTpa.



— Korpa TH TONBKO MPHUIIEN BO ABOPEL], UMEHHO ThI YUUJI MEHS He KallPU3HUYATh ¥ HE PellaTh
pobyeMHl clie3aMy, HO KaK MHE PelIuTh 9Ty npobnemy... Hayuu MeHs... iHade faxe ecny s yTOILIIO
TeOs B CBOUX CJIe3ax, TH He JOXK[eMbCs OT MEeHS pa3pelleHus 3aKphITh IMasal — MMnepartop
YyBCTBOBAJI, KaK pa3yM IIOrpyxKaeTcs B TyMaH. OH xoTe Okl 3a6HITh 000 BCeM, CTaTh Oe3yMIIEM.
[Toka cne3sl TEKYT, OH MOXKET He [HIIaTh... [loka rina3a KOs VHbsiHA OTKPHITH, OH 6yET BEPUTH, YTO
3TO CJe3bl M00BY K HEMY.

ViMmepaTop MpHUCTaIbHO CMOTPEJI, Kak ero COOCTBEHHEBIE CJIe3Hl IMoafaT B ria3a K03 MHbsHa.

Bpopyr pyku MmnepaTtopa 3agpoxanu! EMy mokasanocs, 4TO MUD COAPOTHYICH... OH CXBaTUIICA 3a
Kpai KyLUeTKN ¥ BCKPUKHYI ellle 6oee 0TYassHHBIM TOJI0COM:

— Cso Ulyupizet! Jlekaps LgHs... [Tomorure... F03 UubsH... UHbSH... KTO-HUOYOL... — MiMIepaTop
IIOHSJI, YTO OO0JIbIlIe HEe MOXKET KPpU4aTh, BCe 3BYKH CMeIIaIiCh CO Clie3aMHU, CJIOBHO OHHU BHIPHIBAJIKACH
13 OJHOTO MCTOYHUKA. Cre3sl 00Jblile He Tafgany B riasa 03 UabsHa, noToMy uTo MMIiepaTop
CTHpAJI UX PYKaBOM CBOero 00eBOTr0 OfesHuUs, faxe KOIfia IIOHSJI, YTO 3T IIOBTOPSIOIIHAECS
OBUAXKEHUS IPEeBPaATUIIUCh B IOPOYHBIN KPYT.

— Bame BenuuectBo... — JIu L{r0aHbIIyHb, CUAEBIINN ¥ BXOHa, IEPBHIM BIIOJI3 BHYTPb, APOKAIIUMU
0eCKpPOBHBIMY I'yOaMU IMBITASICh YTO-TO CIIPOCUTb.

— OH... ero riaza... OH TOJIBKO YTO MOIIEBEIU UMH... — I/IMHepaTop CMOTpPEJI Ha BOIIEOIIero
JIeKaps, yKe He B CHUJIaX CKPEIBATE CJIEOHI CIIE€3.

— Ilo3BonbTe B3rNIAHYTh, — HeKapI; LIsiHb, HE CIUIIKOM Bep4d, IMMOoOOoIIesI omuxe. KO3 UHbSIH He
N3MEHHNJICA, pa3Be 4YTO I'JIa3a CTalln 0osiee BITaXKHBIMH.

JIu [roaHBLIYHD TOXKE OKPYXKHUJ UX. MOIUICS I OH 0 4yfe?

— OH [elCTBUTENBHO CMOTPEI Ha MeHs... — MiMIepaTop He X0TeJl BePUTh, YTO 3TO JIUIIb IIJI0M €T0
BoOOpakeHus M3-3a 3aCTUJIAIONIUX I'1a3a cyied. OH Bepus, 4To yBumen B ria3ax KOs UHbgHa
packasHue.

— Yypmo... 910 yyno... — Jlekaps LIsiHb, TOMBKO YTO MPUI0KUBIINY IaIbIbl K COHHOU apTepun H03
HHbsiHA, BOCTOPXKEHHO BOCKJIUKHYI!

Korpga KO3 MHbsiH HaKOHeI] IpuIien B cebst, muio MMmepaTopa ObIIO COBCEM PSAOM. DTO MeIlajio eMy
COCPEIOTOYUTHCS.

Bo BceM Tene He OBIIO TOM My4YUTEIbHOU 00JH, YTO OOBIYHO CONIPOBOXK/aja ero II0cjie PaH, TOJIbKO
YyBCTBO MMapeHus 1 HepeaabHOCTH. OpraHbl CJIOBHO HE OTYUHSIIACh HEPBAM, JaXe TIa3HbIM
sI0JTOKOM IIOIIEBEJIUTE OBIJI0O HEBO3MOXKHO.



OH 0TYEeT/IIMBO MTOHUMAJI, YTO He yMep. OH HUKOTIa He BePUJI B 3arPOOHYIO KU3HbB, II03TOMY, Pa3 OH
COXPaHHUJI XOTSI OB MUHMMAJIbHOE BOCIIPUSTHE, 3HAYUT, OH XKUB! YIUBHUTEIHPHO, HACKOILKO OH
OKa3aJICs KUBYYUM: [TOCJIE CTPEJIH B JIEBYIO YaCTh TPYAM U IBYX YOAPOB cabiel OH BCe eIlle XKUB...
3HAYUT, €T0 OTPSM CIaceH, ¥ OH MOXKET ObITh CIIOKOEH.

Ho oH He MOT MOHATH, THe HaXOOUTCH.

Bce morne ero 3peHus GbIJI0 3aHSATO CHAIIKAM NTHLIOM MMnepaTopa. I'Msas Ha YepThl, KOTOphIe CTalu
Oonee 3penbIMU U pemuTeNnbHBIMY, KO3 MHBSH BHE3AITHO MTOAYMaJl, YTO HEIJI0X0 OBIIo OBl He
ymupath. UHade oH HUKOTHA OB HEe yBUOEeN MMIepaTopa TakKuM 0€3MATEKHBIM, CISIIAM PSIOM.

Y TakuM... HeOpexKHBIM. UTO 3acTaBuUiio ero 3abbITh 0 CaMOM 3JIeMeHTapHOM 3THKeTe? Heyxkenu ero
yxon? Mx mapu 3alijio CIUIIKOM [ajieKo. Y Hero He 0CTasiock CUJl 60poThes ¢ iMmepaTopoM, OH
roToB OB IPU3HATH ITOpaxKeHue... [I0TOMy 4TO, OTKPHIB I'Jla3a, OH OBII IIOJIHOCTRIO ITOOEXKEH 3TON
00CTaHOBKOM; ITIOTOMY UTO, KOTIa OH [iyMaJl, YTO YMUPAET, B TaMsTH BCIILIBAJ UL FiMiepaTop —
OTYasiHHas CIIMHA, C KOTOPOM OH YXOMUJI U3 IIOMECTbs TeHepasa, ¥ 00pa3 MaJeHbKOro pebeHkKa,
CXKHMaIIIErocs OT PhIJaHui B OTPOMHBIX JBOPLIOBEIX CTEHAX.

O3 VHbsH oyeHb xoTen pa3bynuts MMmneparopa, HO He MOT HU TOBOPUTH, HU TIOIIEBEIUTHCS,
II03TOMY €My OCTaBaJIOCh JIUIIbL 3aKPHITh I'Jla3a U IIPefCTaBUTh, UTO OH U VMIepaTop HaKOHEII-TO
OKa3aJIuCh B OTHOM CHE.

XOTS BOEHHBIE IEUCTBUS, 6H8.1"OHapH HpI/I6]':>ITI/IIO MMATAOECATUTBICAYHOTO ITIOOKPEIINIEHUA U TOMY, 9TO
Ban HHHB(I)y HaKOHeIl HayaJl KOMaHJ0BaThk CO BCEH CEPBE3HOCTEIO, OBIIH 3aBEPIIEHE! 3a II0JIMECAIla,
JIeKapPb Lsub 3aIIPeTHII IepeMeniaTb KOs UHrbsHA, 3asBUB, UTO 3TO TPO3UT CMEPTEIO, IIO3TOMY BOMCKa
3aJepPXKaJIuCh B T€X CYPOBBIX KpasdX Ha HECKOJILKO MECSIIEB.

Bombie Bcero MmnepaTopa Gecrnokonsno To, moyemy K03 MHbsH ObITT paHeH, Be[b OH yKe O0THal
npuka3 00 OTMeHe IIJIaHa.

910 OBlNIa TOYHO He CTpesia TIOPKOB — I1032Ke YeJIoBeK, KOTOPOro Imofocian MMmepaTop, cam
IIPU3HAJICS, YTO CTPeJIsa OH. Ho OH oTpulian, 4To mojy4an uMIepaTopckui ykas. Onpoc My
LI3yu6ao, JIto MHbUXKIHD U APYTUX HaJeXKHBIX BOeHaYaIbHUKOB TaKxKe IT0Ka3aJsl, YTO HUKAKUX TOHII0B
13 CTOJIUIIE Ha MYTH He ObLIOo!

Tak Kyna Xke [euch ero nonu? WUnu cyimecTByeT KTO-TO ellle, KTO OXOTUTCS Ha Hero unu K03
Wubsina? Ecny Tak, TO 9TOT IIOOO3PUTENIbHEINA YETIOBEK...

— Bamre BenngectBo! Bame Benuuectso! I'erepan F03... 'erepan FO03... — B 3TOT MOMeHT JIu
[TroaHblryHb BOEXKAJ B IIIaTeP, YKa3kiBasi B CTOPOHY I'IaBHOTO ITaTpa, rae nexan K03 UubsH, u
BO30YyXKIEHHO [pOXKa.

— YTto ¢ HUM?! — MiMIepaTop He CTaj JOCHYLUINBATh, OH yXKe UCYe3 3a OBEPHI0 CBOET0 BPEMEHHOT0
KabrHeTa, mo3abrIB 000 BCEM Ha CBeTe.



— Jlekaps Lgus, ['enepan 10s... — UMnepaTop BuxpeM BopBasics B matep K03 UHbsiHa U
HE0XHUIaHHO 00HAPYKWII, YTO KYIIEeTKa OKpPYyKeHa JIIogbMHU... boxe, ToJbKO He 3To... K03 MUHbsH Ol
6e3 co3HaHUS C CaMOTr0 BO3BpPallleHUs, HO JieKaphb 00ellas, YTO eC/Ii OH IIEPEKUBET IIEPBHIE NECAThH
IOHEeU, TO BLIXKUBET...

— Paszonigutecs! — My Ligyn06ao, JIto MHbuk3HL, CyH 2K3HBI[3€ U OPyTrUe CTOIIUINCE BOKPYT
KYIIETKHU. Y CIIBIIIAB PE3KUil OKPUK, OHU COOMPaNuUCh OBIII0 BOSMYTUTHCS, KTO IIOCMEJT Tak BECTU Cels
B Jla3apeTe, HO UX OTTOJIKHYJIU B CTOPOHY. Ha ux MecTe TyT &Ke Bo3HUKNa purypa ViMmneparopa.

[TpurnsmgeBUIMCh, OHY TOHSIIM, YTO 3TO caM MMIepaTop, KOTOPHIH, IT0 UX MHEHUIO, [OJIKEH OBIN
pa3bupaTth JOHECeHUs u3 BaiusHa!

[Tocrne mByx MecsitieB o01menus My 113yH6ao mepecTtas MOHKMAaTh 3TOTO IIpaBuTensi. MMmepatop 651
Ha TP rofia Myafille HEro, HO Ha 1mose 605 melicTBoBas OecroianHee Bcex. ETo Ha3bBamu
YMyOPEHHBIM U CKPHITHEIM, HO ¢ TeHepanioM KO3 oH Bes ce0sa kanpusHee pederka! U oH Ben cebs
Tak, OyOTO reHepasl — ero COGCTBEHHOCTD: aXkKe CIaJl C HUM Ha OfIHOM KYIIeTKe, TOYHO peOeHOoK, He
CIIOCOOHBIN OTIYCTUTh HAHBKY!

[Toxa My 1I3yn6ao Ovl1 HEOOBOJIEH TEM, YTO ero MecTo 3aHsn MMneparop, JIto UHbYXK3HE 1 CyH
2K3HblI3€e yXKe NOTSHYJIU eT0 K BEIXOOY.

— 9! 4 emre He cobuparsncs yxoguts! OTIYCTUTE MEHS... V-V-Y...

— KO3 UHBsH... — VMIepaTop mpobusics CKBO3b TOMIY ¥ BCTPETHUIICS B3TJISAOM C TTTyOOKUMY,
CIIOKOMHBIMMU T'Jla3aMu reHepasna. Ero ry0sl nuinh 6€33ByYHO 1IEBEJTUITUCE.

OTH TN1a3a, SpPKUe U MOJIHbIe XKU3HHU, Ka3aluCh COBCEM He TPOHYTHIMU NBYXMECSYHOU KOMOM. B HUX
He OBIJI0 HEHABUCTH, YIIPEKOB UMK ThMEI, KOTOPEIX Tak 00siyicst MiMmepaTop. TONbKO IOHUMaHUE U
obneruyenne, 6ynro K03 ViubsH u He OB paHEH BOBCeE.

VmnepaTop He MOHUMAJ, I0YeMy, TSI B 9TU I'J1a3a, OH CHOBA InadeT. OH OTBEPHYJICS, YTOORI
YKpajKoil BEITEPETh Cle3kl, HO, IIOBEPHYBIINCE 00paTHO, yBUupes, uto K03 UHBSH HE CBOIUT C HETO
IIPSIMOTO0, CIIOKOMHOT0 B3TJIAAA.

— Tebe nmyumie? MozKellb TOBOPUTH? X0Uelllb, YTOOHI 5T UTO-TO ITPUKa3asl mpuHecTu? — MimmepaTop
3aMeTa’sics B pacTepsHHoCcTH. OH Tak MHOTO gyMmal, moka FOs MHBSH cIai, HO COBEPIIEHHO 3a0bii
pelmnTh, 9YTO CKaXKeT MePBBIM, KOT[Ia TOT OTKPOET Ijia3a.

YBupes ero cyety, K03 UHbSH HHCTUHKTHBHO XOTEJ YIIBIOHYTHCS, HO HE CMOT BHIPA3UTh IMOILIUHU, a
TOBOPUTH IT0Ka OBLI He B CUJIaX, IO3TOMY IIPOCTO IepeBet B3rJisga. FMiepaTop, 3aMeTHB 3TO, Hayall
rajaTh, 4ero e OH X04eT, U JIUIIb CIyCTS JOJIroe BpeMs moHsI, 4To K03 MHBAH IpocTo coobIIaeT,
YTO HE MOXKET TOBOPUTh.



JTa HeJI0BKOCThL MTHOBEHHO HMCYe3JIa oM CIIOKOMHBIM B3T/IsSaoM 0a MHbsHAa.

— ToI... GOIBIIe HE 3IMIILCS Ha MeHs? — MMmepaTop MeIeHHO HaKJIOHHUJICS U IIOJIOXKUJI TOJIOBY Ha
medo nexaiero F0s UubsiHa. B HOC ymapui rycToi 3amax TpaB, a eCTU He 3aKpHIBATh I'7la3a, MOXKHO
OBLITO YBUIETH TOJICTHIE Gelibie GUHTEI MO HUKHUM XanaToM. OH Hainen pyky K03 MHbsHa, mexkaliyio
0e3BOTbHO Ha KYIIETKE, ¥ CXKaJl e€.

— ITaxXe ecyu Tl ceryac 3NMUIILCS, 51 00JIblle He T03B0I0 TeOe y0exkaTh... 3Haelh? ITO IepPBhHIH pas,
KOT[Ia S IPUHSI PEeIleHue: faXke eClIM Thl IPeHalllb MEeHs, S X094y, YTOOBI THl OCTABAJICS PSIOM CO
MHOU XUBHIM. — ['011oc iMIiepaTopa cTas riIyXuM, HO KpOMe er0 MaKyIIKH, TOBSI3aHHOM JIEHTOH,
K03 ViubsiH HUYEro He BUOell. B ero Cmoko#cTBUY MIPOCTYIIMIIA TPEBOTa.

A WMmmepaTop npomonxkan 60pMOTaTh:

— [ToueMy THI TIOJTYYMJT TAKKE PAHBI? ITO Ke Obllla BCETO JIUIIb CTPeJia C HeCSITH MeTPOB... S paHbIle
YacTO APa3Hui Tebs 3TUM Ha IITally, ¥ Tl BCET/Ia JIerKO YKJIOHSJCS... ¢ cIpalimBaj COTHUKA Y3H4,
THI Be[Ib CaM IIOBEPHYJICS, KOTHa cTpesia neteina B Te0s! [Touemy?.. Tol McTumms Mae?! — HMMnepaTop
TIOJIHSIJI TOJIOBY, ¥ B €T0 TJla3axX 0leCcTeNu Clie3Hl.

— IToyeMy THI TOACTABUII CBOIO TPYOL IIOM CTPEIy, KOTOPo# Mor u3bexaTts! — OH He Bepu, uTo 03
VHbsH MOT IpuHECTU ce0sl B XKePTBY pafii MECTH.

BHesanHo manbifkl F03 MHbsSHA B pyKax MMIiepaTopa 3agpokKaiy, a 3aTeM, C HEMMOBEPHBIM YCUITHEM,
CXKAJTUCh B C1a0bIN KynaK!

— O3 Uuban! — MMnepartop Bckouui. Jlekapb ropopui, 4to KOs MHBbSIH MUHUMYM Mecsil OyneT
nexaTsh 0e3 OBUXKeHud!

— XX... — Vi3 ropna }03 ViHbsiHa BRIPBaJICS XPUILIEIM 3BYK. Kamiu moTa Ha ero 10y u B3MyBLINECS
BEHEI II0Ka3kIBaJId, CKOJIBKO CUJI EMY 3TO CTOMIIO.

— He HyXHO 60sbIlle cTapaThCs, 51 60MbIIE HUYETO He CKaxXy, IIPOCTO 3aKpoi rina3a u cnu! — Ho 103
VIHBbSH He CITyIIal, OH IOMLITAJICS cOOpPaThCs C cuilaMu, U MiMmepaTop, He 3Has, YTO OefaTh,
IIPUKPBIT €My POT.

Omnako K03 MHBSH ITPOmOIKall CMOTPETh HAa HETO TaK MPOH3UTENBHO, UTO MMIIepaTop B3APOTHYI U
yOpan pyky.

— ...2Ku... KuB... {... TeHepaJl... Ha 1ojie 005... Helb3s... IIOOCTABMIATh... CIUHY Bpary! — 03 UHbBSIH
IIPOM3HEC 3THU CJI0Ba UCKaXXEHHBLIM I'0JIOCOM U, 06eCCHIIeB, CHOBA IIPOBa/IUIICA B COH.

— Jlekape... Jlekaps! — MUMniepaTop, IOAKOCUBIIUCH, YIIajl Ha KOJIEHU, APOXKAIIUM I'0JI0COM
IPU3LIBas JIeKapsi, COBEPIIEHHO He 3a00TSICh O TOM, KaK KaJIkO OH BHITJTISIIUT.



[TepBriM BOexan JIu L{foaHbllyHb, KOTOPHIN JeXKYypHUTl y OBepU. YBUOEB MMnepaTopa, CTOSAMIIET0 Ha
KOJIEHSIX V¥ KPOBATH B Clie3aX, OH moxosofdesn. ITocnemus K KymeTke, OH o6Hapyxkui, uto F0s UnbsH
BCe ele 6e3 CO3HAHUS, U JIUIIh HAlOJIOBUHY ycrokouscsa. OH noMor MiMnepaTtopy NOAHATLCS U
yCanuil ero Ha CTyil. JIekapb yKe Xpaa y BXoha.

JIu L0aHBUIyHb BTAUIWI JeKaps LIsTHS BHYTPSD, MOfaBas 3HAKU: NeCKaTh, eflail BUM, YTO HUYETo He
BUOUIIE. JIeKaph ObLI He TIYI ¥ cpa3y IOHSL, YTO HeJio maoxo. Ho korga o yBumen MMmepaTopa,
6e33ByYHO PHIAOIIETO B YTy, OH YyTh HE BEIPOHUII CYMKY!

— C renepanom O3 Bce B nopsake? — COUYyBCTBYS pacTepsiHHOMY JieKapo, JIu 1lroaHbIIyHb
IIOCIIeIUI Ha IIOMOIIb.

— A... §a... BCe XOPOIIIO, OH TPOCTO MCTOIIEH, TI03TOMY CHOBA 3aCHYJI... — JieKaph YXBAaTUIICS 3a 3Ty
BEPCHIO.

WMnepaTop cupen B yriy, INisiAs, Kak gBoe cyeTaTcs BOKpyr KOs MubsAHa. B ero ronose Bce elle
3By4ana (¢pa3za: ['eHepas Ha 1ojie 6051 He MOXKET IOfICTaBATh cuHy Bpary! KOs UHbsH 3HAN, 4TO
MOXKeT IOTUOHYTh, HO IIOBEPHYJICS, UTOOH IPUHATH CTPeNy rpyabio. Y maxe ucrekas KPOBbIO, OH
BBIpBaJI €€ U NMPOH3UJI Bpara... [IpocTo moToMy, 4To OH reHepas guHacTuu lsH. [laxe ecnu oH
nafieT, B ero rpyau He MOXKeT Top4yaTh CTpea Bpara!

Cnycts elle aBa nHg MMnepaTop CTal II0X0X Ha AePEeBAHHYIO KYKIIy, Ips4yachk BMecTe ¢ 03
HWHBSHOM B MaleHbKOM ITOXOOHOM HIaTpe. JIUIIb IMOf MPEeaioroM TOro, YTO CTONIHIIa He MOXKET
ocTaBaThCs 0e3 MpaBUTeNIs, OH OTIpaBui BaH JISHb]Y U NATHAECAT THICSY BOMHOB 00paTHO B
Baitusn. Otpsig FO3 MHbsAHA U IEeCSITh THICSY COJIAAT, IPUCIaHHBIX BaH JIsHb]Y, OCTanuch 0XpaHsATh
HWMnepaTopa ¥ paHEHOTr 0 reHepara.

[Tpomno eure gecsats gHel. HacTynun KoHeI rofa, IIOrofa 3a epesajioM cTajla HEBEIHOCUMO
XOJIONHOU, IPUIACH TOAXOOUIN K KOHIY. MIlepaTopy IpUIIOCh COTJIaCUTHCS Ha Nepee3] BMeCTe C
O3 MHBSIHOM, KOTOPBIN TO MPUXOAUT B ce0s1, TO CHOBA 3aChImall.

['opHas mopora Oblsla HaCTOJIBKO HEPOBHOU U yxabucToH, 4To paHsl K03 MiHbsHA He TOJIBKO He
3aXKMBaJid, HO laXKe Te MecCTa, I'ie yKe Hadaja 00pa30BhBAThCS KOPKa, CHOBa Pa30LIIUCh. JIeKapio
LIsH10 MPUXOIUIIOCH BCE BPEMS OCTaBaThCs B KapeTe Mmmeparopa u K03 UHbBsIHA: OMHOM PYKOU OH
pas3xkuras MaJIeHbKYIO Ile4b, UCIIOJIb3YS CyXue BeTKH, COOpPaHHbIE M0 Hadajia CHEromnamoB, YTOOH
BCKUIISITUTDb BOMY ¥ IIPUTOTOBUTE OTBAp, a OpPyroit — obpabaTriBan pansl K03 UHBSIHA, KOTOPEIe HUKAK
He XOTeJIA 3aTArUBaThCH.

IHu, nonmuble TpeBoru MMnepaTopa u xyomnoT Jlekaps LisiHs, TaHymHCh 6€CKOHEYHO.

Heckonbko pa3 3a 310 BpeMs Jlekaps LsiHp, ocMoTpeB F03 UHBAHE, MU COKPYIIEHHO Kayall
roJioBoii, Ho MiMmepaTop He oOpalraj Ha 9TO HUKAKOT0 BHUMaHUS ¥ BCIKUM pa3 BHIKPUKUBAIT:

— He cment ymupats! 3T0 MOMi CBAIIEHHBIN yKa3!



Ha camoM piene OH mOHMMAJ, YTO B CTOJIb KPUTHUYECKOM COCTOAHUHN KOs UnabsaH BpAO JIM MOKET €ro
YCIIBIIIATh, HO BEPUII: €CJIM OH ITPUKAXKET, TO 3TOT HCIIOJIHUTEIIPHEIN M MOHEIh3S5 HpaBI/IHBHHﬁ 10k}
HHbsIH 0053aTeIbHO IMIOOYNHUTCA.

Jlexaps, Bups, Kak ViMmepaTop coBepuIeHHO 3a0bIBAaET O CBOEM CTATyCe U [TOCTOMHCTBE, 3a00TSCh O
paHeHOM, CJIOBHO O MJIafillieM, JIUIIb B3bIXa/l, Kayas rOJI0BOM.

Brpyr u3 TOM CTOPOHEL, TAE JexKaJjl 0 3TOT0 HemoAaBUKHBMN K03 MHBSH, MoHEeCcCs cabblil Tooc:

— 4 cobupaincs ymepeTs, YTOOBI UCIIOTHUTE TBOM YKa3 U TBOE XKeJlaHWe, HO He [IyMaJl, YTO Telepb Thl
nepenyMaelib. ['0BOpPST, YTO CJIOBO rOCyHaps HEPYIIMMO, KaK ke Thl caM cebe mpoTuBopeunins? Bee-
TaKH THI elrle peOeHoK.

XoTs cymoBa OBLIM CKa3aHBI TUXO0, U MIMIIepaTop, ¥ neKapb, HaXOOUBIINECS B OHOM KapeTe,
OTUeTINBO ux paccieimanyd. ObpamoBanubl MMnepaTop 6pocusncs K O3 MUHBSHY, KOTOPHIH axke HE
IIEJIOXHYJICS, HO BCKOPE ero MOCTUTIIO TOPbKoe pa3odapoBaHue. K03 MHBAH, NexKaBIINY Ha MATKOR
IIONICTUJIKE, HE OTKPHLI I'J1a3, a PaHbl er0 He CIeIlIU/IN 3aTATUBaThC — Ka3asaoCh, 3TU CJI0Ba
IIPO3BYy4Yasid BOBCE He U3 ero yCT.

C tex mop MiMmniepaTtop Haval KaX[abli AeHb pa3roBapuBaTh ¢ K03 UHBSIHOM 0 BCAKOU BCSYMHE:
BCIIOMUHAJI UX COBMECTHHIE TI0E3KHY B MIPOIIIbIe TOAH, 00CyXkKAan IogPOOHOCTH X BCTped, HafesaCh
JIAIIL Ha TO, YTO TOT CHOBA 3arOBOPUT. A KOTZa JieKaph I10 AejlaM BEIXOOUII U3 KapeTsl, MMnepaTop
Opan 03 MHbsSHA 3a PYKy U MOT4a CMOTPEJT Ha CBOEI0 MCXYAaBIIEero Bo300/IeHHOT0, YKPAAKON
POHSAS CJie3bl, KOTOPEIe O0JIbllle He MOT CAEePKUBATh.

Craphlii IeKaph, e3KeMHEeBHO e3qUBIINH B TOM XKe KapeTe, HaBHO [0rafgalics 0 HEeXKHBIX YyBCTBAX
MeXIy MOJIOOBIMU JI0AbMU. EMy He 0CcTaBasoCh HUYEro, KpoMe Kak BpeMs OT BpeMeHU UCKaTh TIOBOJ
BLIMTH U3 MIOBO3KH, YTOOBI 0OMEHSTHCS MHOTO3HAUYMTEILHEIMU ¥ TIOJTHBIMU TOPeYH B3TJIsgaMu c JIu
[roaHbIIIYHEM, €XaBIINM BEPXOM BIIEPENH.

O toMm, uTo 03 MHBSIH, BO3MOXKHO, JIUIITL HEHAMIOIT0 IPHUIleN B ce0s mepen CMepThio, CTaphId J1eKaph
CKa3aTh He Mor. M mesno OvlI0 BOBCE HE B TOM, UTO Ilepef HuM OvlI caMm MiMmepaTtop — OH He MOT
ITPOM3HECTH ITUX CJIOB, KaK He CMOT ObI CKa3aTh MOJ00HOe CHPOTE, OMJIAKUBAIOIIEMY € JUHCTBEHHOTO
OIHM3KOro YeoBeKa.

l'og mopxomuin K KOHIY, KOIr'Ta BeJIN4eCTBEHHEIEe OYEPTAHUA BoaitusHa HaKOHEeI II0Ka3aIKuCh BOAJIH.
YBumeB ux, MHOTHE COJITATH [Tl Ha KOJIEHW U CTaJlM LleJIoBaTh 3eMi0. OHU BepHYJ'II/ICb!

B ToT menb 103 UHBAHY cTano HeMHOro ny4yiie. OH IPUOTKPHI IJIa3a U ClIyllal, Kak MmmnepaTop,
CH[ISI CO CKpeIlleHHBIMM HOTaMU B TECHOU KapeTe, pacCKa3biBajl, Kak BO BpeMs OCEeHHEW OXOTHI, KOraa
UM OBIJIO IT0 CEMHAAIATh, OH XUTPOCTHIO BEIMaHUI y F09 MHbBsIHA MOWMAHHOTO KPOJIUKA. Y CIIBIIIaB
HeuTo 3ab6aBHoe, 103 MHBSIH HHOTIa efBa 3aMeTHO yibi0arncs. Buns ato, MMmepaTop Toxe HayuHal
cMmesaThcsa. Ho mpoxoaunno coBceM HEMHOTO BpEMEHH, U CMeX CMEHSJICS PhIaHUSIMU, KOTOPhIE
Pa3HOCUJIKCh U3 KapeTHl 110 yIUIlaM fajeKkoro BaiusHa, CIMBasiCh C 3aBbIBAHUSIMU XO0JI0JHOIO BETpA.

[To3gHO HOYBIO OHU IPUOLLTH B Batiusn. MnepaTop co6cTBeHHOPYUYHO nepeonen O3 MHbsgHa B



TeMHO-CUHMY Xanat, u My LI3yn6ao, JIto Mubuk9HEL, CyH 2K9HbII3€ BMECTE C IPYTUM 0hHIIEpOM Ha
3namenu Apmuu Opiia mepeHeciu ero B [lomecThe reHepana. Ilepen BXOIoOM yKe BUCeTH Gelbie
(dboHapu B 3HAK Tpaypa.

Opnako MMmnepaTtop, KOTOPHIM Tak lepexkuBal 3a Hero, ucued. HUKTo He 3Has, Kyna oH gesncs. Kro-
TO TOBOPHJI, YTO BUAEN B TY HOYb MOJIOIOTO YeJioBeKa, OPOOUBIIETO 10 yaullaM BaiiusHa B
OIVHOYECTBE, a KTO-TO YBePSJI, UTO BUIeJI, KaK OH IPSATaJICA HAnpoTuB [loMecTrsl reHepaa, TyIo
TJISi051 Ha OrpoMHEIe Oerble GOHapU U MOJIOCH 6eJloTo IIefika, pa3BellaHHEE Ha BOPOTaX.

Ha crnemyromuii meHb MiMmepaTop BHOBL BeIMUECTBEHHO Bocceman Ha TpoHHOM 3ae 1[3uHbIyaHb, HO
JIUI0 ero ObI0 OJIeMHBIM, KaK Y MTOKOMHUKA.

Bups aTo, THICIYY XUTeel BaliusHa Iakaiu, HO HallleJICS ¥ TOT, KTO yieI0ascs cialle, 4eM eciu
OBl HamIUJICSI Mefly. OTUM 4esloBeKoM Obinl BaH JIAHB(DY.

Bau JIsHB(QY CTOMIO UL TOOYMaTh 0 TOM, 4TO 05 MHBSIH, KOTOPHEIY PAHO MU IO03THO MOT
CPaBHATHCS C HUM UM [jaXke IIPEB30UTHU €0, ceryac JIeXHUT B X0JIONHOM KaM(opHOM rpoby B
[TomecTbe reHepana, Kak OH He MOT yAepkKaTbCa 0T LOBOJIbHOM yibIOKHU. OH He OB yBepeH, Oblna JIu
CBg3aHa CeKpeTHad fenelia MMmneparopa ¢ TsSXkensM paHeHueM 03 MHbsSHa Ha mone 605, HO
caMmoro ¢akTa n3baBneHus oT OebMa Ha a3y ObUIO JOCTATOYHO. K ToMy Ke ocTaBasics ele
TalHBIN II0CIaHHUK MMIlepaTopa, 3anepThiil B TEMHULIE; pa3 YK OOIPOCUTH er0 He YAAJIOCh, CTOUTIO
IIOKOHYUTH C HUM KaK MOXHO CKOpee, [I0Ka OH He HaTBOPUJI [ell.

XoTs n306pa3uTh CKOpOb OBIJIO HEIIPOCTO, TOCETUTH [loMecThe reHepasa OblsI0 He00X0IUMO — B
KOHIIE KOHIIOB, OH OB rJTaBHOKOMaHAYIOIIKUM B 3TOM IToxofe. K ToMy ke 10 HETO JOXOOWIIN JIUIIb
ciyxu o cMepty K03 MHBsSIHA, U OH X0TeN YOemUTLCS B 9TOM JIMYHO. XOTSI BEPOSITHOCTH TOTO, YTO 3TO
JI0Kb, OBIJTa HUYTOXKHA, OCTOPOKHOCTD HE TIOMEIIaeT.

Ha camowm fmene, korma KO3 MabsH npucian mogei o0cyouTs ctpateruio 6os1, Ban JIsubdy
n1oTpe6oBasiock BCe ero MyKeCTBO, UTOOR OTHATh TOT OMACHBIN IMpuKa3. Eciu 661 MMnepaTop He
octasun 03 MiHbsgHA Ha IPOU3BOJI CYyAbOBI U Hayasl pacciiefjoBaHKe, BCS OTBETCTBEHHOCTD JIeTIa OBl
Ha Hero. XanaTHOCTh BOeHauda/llbHUKA, IpUBeAIas K rufen aBaHrapa U TAXKeJI0MYy PaHEeHUIO eTo
KOMaH[upa, — 3TO HE TO, 38 YTO MOXKHO OTHEeNIaThCs BEITOBOPOM; MOXKHO U OOJIXKHOCTU NMUMIUTHCA. K
cuacTsio, IO MHBSH ymMep, ¥ OH MOT BO BCceM OTIepeThcsi! Xa-xa, oxoxke, HeOeca IeHCTBUTEIHHO Ha
€ro CTOpOHe.

CaMmoe mo3gHee 3aBTpa OH [OJIKEeH IIOKOHYUTE C TeM IOCIaHHUKOM, HHaYe Ha fyIie OymeT
HECIIOKOHMHO.

PemmB Bc€, Ban JIgHb(Y C BEIpakeHNeM CKOpPOU, B KOTOPOe OH caM He BepuJi, marHyin B [ToMecTre
reHepasa. Bce ciyru u TopHUYHbIE OBUIM B TPAYPHBIX ofexmax. Ctapast MaTh 03 MiHbsHA He BHIIIIA
B IOMUHAJILHEIN 3271 — FOBOPHIIM, YTO OHA cierna. Jlume XyH fo, Monogas BOoBa, 4eu MyX
OTIIPABHUJICS Ha BOMHY BCKOpPE II0CJIE CBafb0ObI, a TEIeph CKOHYAJICS OT TSXKEJIBIX paH, IpUHUMala
co00JIe3HOBaHUS OT UMEHHU KEeHIUH ceMbl. EnBa oH Bomen, kak Ctapsili reHepan KO3 mocMoTpen Ha
Hero Tak, 6y[aTo mepen HUM yOuiilla ero ChiHa, U OT 3TOr0 B3risiAa Ban JIsubdy cramo He 1o cebe. OH



JINIIb TBEPAOUII ce6e, YTO CTAPHUK TaK CMOTPHUT Ha HEro TOJIbKO IIOTOMY, YTO OH, KaK Ha4YaJIbHUK, HE
y6eper KOs UnaBsSHA, U 4TO CTapBIfI TeHepPaJl HUKdK He MOXKEeT 3HAaTh O ero MHTPUrax.

— Crapblil TeHepar, oxKasyucTa, COepXKUTe CBOe rope... f Mpuilesn IPOCUTh NPOIIEHUS. YBEI, 3TO
MOS BUHa KaK KoMaHfaupa. XoTs MHBSIH OBIIT MOJION U TOPSiY, CTPEMSCH COBEPIIUTDH IIOABUT BO CJIaBY
CTpaHHI, U3-3a Yero CTOJIb OIPOMETYHBO OPOCUICS B aTaKy, HO S TOXKe BUHOBAT, YTO HE YCIIeNn
BOBpEeMsI IPUUTH Ha IIOMOILb, Oyay4uu 3aHAT BcTpeued Mimneparopa... Ox... — Ban JIgubdy oxan u
B3[BIXaJl, IPOCS IPOIIEHUs, HO IPYU 9TOM YMYAPWICS NIEePEI0KUTH BUHY 32 HECBOEBPEMEHHYIO
IIOAINEPKKY Ha camoro Mmmepatopa. Ctapsiii reHepan KO3 mpekpacHO 3HaJl, YTO ero ChiH He CTasl Obl
IelCTBOBATh OITPOMETYHBO, K TOMY ke JIto MHbYK9Hb U IpyTHE YKe paccKasaju eMy BCE Kak OBIJo,
HO, CTOJIKHYBIINCE C HArjocThio BaH JISHBbQY, Ubsd KOKa Oblsia TOJIIIE KPEIIOCTHOU CTEHH BaliusHa,
CTapUK JIUIIb 3a[bIXaJICSA OT THEBa, IJI0Tas CJe3Hl.

B 3TOT MOMEHT U3 BHYTPEHHUX ITOKOEB BhIlle My 1[3yH6ao. OH yKe 3aHeC CBOii KyJlaK pa3MepoM C
yaIry, 4To0sl 0OpYIINTh ero Ha ronoBy BaH JIsHb(DY, HO JIt0o MHBUXKIHD, ClIe[OBABIINY 38 HUM, yCIIel
ero ymepxatb. BaH JIsHb(DY OBLN yKe cTap 4 cad, fa ¥ ero 00eBble HABHIKY 3a LOJITHE TOMbI
IpeOLIBAHUS Ha BHICOKUX OJIXKHOCTSX, IbSHCTBA U PA3Ty/IbHOU XU3HU U3PSATHO IPUTYNUIUCE. OH
TIOHMMaAJI, YTO He CIIPABUTCS C MOJIOABIM M CUIbHEIM My LI3yH6ao0. 3ToT kKect My LI3yH6ao Hamyramn
€ro, ¥ OH IIOCIIeIlNJI YOAJIUTECS IO IPEJIOrOM HEOTIOXKHEIX [IeJI, PafysCh BO3MOKHOCTU IIOCKOpee
BEPHYTHCA ¥ TUXO U30aBUTHCS OT ITOCTIaHHUKA.

Ban HFIHB(I)Y YIeil B TAKOH CIIEIIKE, YTO He 3aMEeTHUJI 1B TEHH, MEJIbBKHYBIIKE Y HETO 3a CIIHHO.

— JIu UH, TOT YeloBeK, KOTOPOTO 5 IPKBE3, BCE ellle B TEMHUIIE? — BEPHYBIINUCH B CBOE TIOMECTEE,
Ban JIsHbdy cpa3y CIpsTancs B CBOMX IIOKOSX ¥ II03BaJl CBOETO BEPHOT'O CITYTY, KOTOPBIN
COTIPOBOKIAJ €TI0 yKe [ABafLaTh JIET.

— T'enepar, TOT 4e0OBEK BCe ellle 3alepT TaM, HO OH He IepecTaeT OpaHUTHCS [eHb U Houb. Ecnu He
TIOKOHYHUTH C 3TUM ceiyac, 6010ch, OyOyT HEIPpUATHOCTH, — O0TBeTUJ JIu MH, KOTOPHIY 3a CTONIBKO JIET
IIPEKPacHO U3YUYUJI II0BAIKU CBOETO X035MHA.

— Xopotio, ugy U y0eii ero, ero HeIb3s OCTaBIATh B KUBHIX! — Ban JIssHb(Y GPOCHI CBUPETIHIH
B3TJIA[ ¥ BRIPA3UTEJIbHO IIPOBEJI PYKOU 110 TOPIIY.

— Cnymatock, — JIu ViH oTBeTU My 37100HOM YXMBIIKOIM.

Bau JIssHB(QY cumen B CBOeM JIIoOMMOM Kpeciie, 0XKuaas BeCTe! 0 TOM, YTO [IeJI0 CAeIaHo, YTOORI
HaKOHeIl 06pecTy MoKo#. Ho yem mornblile OH 2KIajl, TeM CUIbHee HauyKWHall JpoXkKaTh. B KOHIIe KOHIIOB
OH BCTAJI ¥ PEIIUJ CaM MTONTH B TEMHHUITY, YTOOH YOEOUTHCS, YTO C BPAroM IOKOHYEHO.

[NomaTkiBasick, OH HAPABUJICS K 3aJHEMY Cafy, 11O IIyTH OTJISOBIBASCH, HE CIIEAUT JIX KTO 32 HUM.
HewusBecTHO oueMy, HO ¥ Hero ObIJIO CTpaHHOEe YyBCTBO, Oy[ITO 3a HUM C Hebec HabIomaeT mapa
TIPUCTaIBHBIX TJIa3.



CTousio 3aBepHYTH 3a Yrojl CTeHHl, KaK [T0Ka3ajach IeKopaTUBHAs ropa, CKphIBAoIas BXOM B
tTeMHuULy. Bopyr Ban JIsHb(Y B3EPOTHY U OCTaHOBUJICS: U3-3a TOPHI JOHOCUJICS 3BOH OPYXKHUS.

Ban JIsHB(QY BCTa/l Ha LBIIOYKY U 3arjISHY] B OTBEPCTHE B Y30PYaTOU KUPIUYHOU KJlaikKe CTEHHL.
YBumeHHOE efiBa He JIUIINIIO ero paccyaka: My L[3yn6ao, Boifs B pax, npuxain Jlu Ha K CTeHKe, a
JTto UHBYK9HB, TOTOPAIIMBABUINY TOBAPHUIa 3aKOHYUTH 00, ITOIepKUBAJl YeJI0BEKa, KOTOPOTO
BHIBEJIM U3 TEMHHUIBI — TOT'0 CaMOI0 IIOCJIaHHUKA, JOBEOEeHHOI0 IIBITKaMU [0 IOTy2KUBOT'0 COCTOSHMUS!

Bau JIssHb(QY mOHS, 4TO pa3obiadyeH. Horu ero mogKoCUINCh, HO CTpax 3a COOCTBEHHYIO KHU3Hb
3aCTaBUJI €T0 CIIOTHKASICh OPOCUTHCS K OIHOW U3 MaJIbiX O0KOBBIX IBEPEH, KOTOPOU PEIKO
II0JIb30BAJIACH B IIOMECTEE.

http://bllate.org/book/21138/2144063



