— 3aBTpa THl Be[b He XKEHHUIIIbCSA Ha 3TOX KeHIIWHEe, BEPHO? — C HECKPhIBAEMOU HaeXKAO0u B TOI0ce
cpocun MiMnepaTop, TJISIAs Ha CTONb MOKOpHOTo eMy 03 MubsiHa. Ecnu OBl TOT cOTyIacuics
OCTaThCS B ITACCUBHOM POJIH, Y HETO He OBIJI0 OBl HU eIMHOM MIPUYMHEBI XKEeHUTHCS Ha TOM XKeHIIuHe!

— Bamme BenmuuecTtBo, — 09 MHBSIH BEICBOOOIUT PyKaB U3 pyK MMieparTopa, OTCTYIIUII Ha [iBa IIara
Ha3a[ U OIyCTHUJICS Ha KoJieHU. Ha cell pa3 OH fgepxKaJ CIUHY IIPSIMO, CJIOBHO HUKaKas TAXKECTh,
HaJloXKeHHas MMmepaTopoM, He cMoriia 6kl ero COrHyTh. — [Ipolly mpoIeHus, HO 51 He MOTYy
BBITTOJTHUTD Ballly MPOCKOY.

Bce mpurnameHus ObUIM pa30CiiaHbl, BCe IPUTOTOBIEHUS 3aBePIIeHE — CBaAbba, Ha3HaYeHHas Ha
3aBTpa, Oblyta momoOHa BhIMyIIeHHOU cTpese! Jlaxke ecmu Obl He OBIIIO BCEX 9TUX IPUYUH, Pafu
nobporo uMeHu XyH 710 OH He MOT HapyUIUThL CBOE CJIOBO.

— Bor kak! KO3 UubsiH! — BCe UIII03UM PACCHITIAIKCh B ITPax OT OJHOU ero (ppas3sl, OT OOHOT'O 3TOTO
nBuxkeHus1. OH CHOBa OIYCTHUJICS Ha KOJieHH... Kakoe BhIpazKeHUe JHlla HyKHO ObII0 MPUHSTL? OH
0TOPOCHII BCIO CBOIO TOPAOCTb U NOCTOMHCTBO, HO B UTOT'€ MOJTYYUJT I 3TOT Oe3HaNeKHbIM HCXO[I.

— Jlaxe ecyu 51 IPUKaXy Ka3HUTh BeCh TBOU KJIaH, TH BCEe PaBHO XKeHUIIbCSA? — MMmepaTop cies co
CTOJIa, BOJI0Ya HOTH, mogoOpas pa3dpocaHHyo 110 TI0JTy OfEeXKAY U Koe-KaK HaKUHYJI Ha cebs.

Kak xe 60mbHO... Bce Teno HeIT0, 0C06EHHO YTONMKY T'71a3 ¥ 00/1acTh 1€BOM YacTH I'Pynu. Bo3MOXKHO, B
clemyloliee MTHOBEHHE OH YMPET OT 3Toi 601y, a FO3 MHBSH Tak U MPO0JIKAJ CTOSTh Ha KOJIEHSX,
maxke He TOMHUMASI TOJIOBHL.

— ...[1a, — FO3 VHbgH HaKOHeL ofHsN B3r4A. ['onoc MMnepaTopa 3By4Yaa CIOKOUHO U
OTCTPaHEHHO, U UMEHHO 3Ta Ype3MepHas HeBO3MYTUMOCTE CO3/iaBajla Pe3KUi KOHTPACT C ero
HenaBHUM Oe3ymueM. H03 MHbgH npennoyden O, 4T0OH MMIepaTop IPonosKa ChaTh XKeCTOKUMU
yrpo3aMu U SPOCTHO OpPaHUTE ero.

Ho MMmnepaTtop NuIlb CTOST B TEHU, Ky[a He JOCTaBasl IYHHBINA cBeT. ETo ri1a3a, 00bIYHO JIEHUBO
IPUITYPEHHbIE, U30THYIUCEH B KPACHUBYIO IYTY, a II0 IleKaM 6e3MOJIBHO ITOKATUIUCE ITPO3PayHEIe
CJIE3H.

— Xopormo, K03 UubsiH. CeropmHs s1 BepHYN Tebe Bce Te CTpafjaHusi, YTO TH IIepPeHec 3a MOCIIeHIe
CeMb JIeT... f... s1 00JIbIlIe He B JOJNTY mepen ToOOiM.

HmmepaTop MOBEPHYJICS U, Iejast KOPOTKHE Tay3kl ITOCIIe KaX/IoTo I1ara, HalpaBuiIcs K asepsaM. Ho
KaXXIBIM IIar OTHaBaJICs Tak, CIIOBHO OH CTYIAJ II0 JIE3BUIO HOXKA, @ BECh BEC TeJla JaBUJI Ha Ty YacCTh,
KyZla COBCEM HeflaBHO GecliepeMOHHO BTOPTIKMCh. Ka3asnock, elje MrHOBeHNE — ¥ €er0 BHYTPEHHOCTH
Pa30pBYTCS, MpeBpaliasck B rHuab. OOHAKO OH BCe elrle NojKeH OblT roBOpUTh! [Taxke eciiu Kaxyoe
CJIOBO [AaBaJIOCh IIEHOM KAIlIM KPOBH, OH 00s13aH ORI 9TO CKa3aTh. I1yTh 70 OBEPH, HAXOTUBIIEHCS
COBCEM PSOM, 3aHSJ y HETO B ISATh pa3 0oJibille BpeMeHH, YeM 00BIYHO. [1o0paBLIIKCh N0 ITOpPora, OH
OLIYTHJI BO PTY COJIEHBIN MPUBKYC KPOBHU: OH TaK CHUJIBHO CXKaJl YETFOCTH, YTO OEeCHBI HadyaIu
KPOBOTOYUTD, U ajible KAIlJIX YIald Ha HAaKUHYTHIN OesIbIf XaJlaT, BEITJISIS IyTaolle SSpKo.



OH TONKHYT [Bepb. JIyHa 1 3BE3[Hl Y2Ke CKIOHUIIUCH K TOPU30HTY, ¥ COJIHIIE, OCBEIIaBIlee KOMHATY B
MOMEHT eT0 IIPUXO0Ma, BOT-BOT JOJIKHO OBIJIO B3OMTH Ha BOCTOKE.

PaccBert B BaitusHe OvII IpeKpaceH.

B nocnepnuuit pa3 o6epryBuInch, MMnepaTop yBumen, uto F0s UHbSAH yKe MOJHAJICS C TI0JIa U C
0eCrIoKOUCTBOM CJIefloBal 3a HUM, HO MOJTYarl.

CxopOHoe nuiro MmmepaTopa, 03apeHHOe IePBRIME JTyYaMu YTPeHHero CONHIa BaiiusHa,
3amevaTiieNnocs B mamsaT F0s MubsaHa.

B ToT mens MMmepaTop BHITISAEN KpaliHe KallKo: ero ofgexya Oblyia B OeCIiopsiiKe, U OH eBa JIx
OTJIMYAJICS OT Pa30UTOrO CONAATa, TOIBKO YTO OTCTYIHUBIIETO C 10 60s. [To IpaBae roBopsi, Tak
OHO 1 ObITI0 — B cxBaTKe ¢ 09 HBSIHOM OH IIpourpasn BuucTyo. Ho uMeHHO Takoi MimMmepaTop
3actaBun K03 MHBsIHA BIepBEIe HE OTBOUTH I'JIa3, BIEPBEIE TOYYBCTBOBATh I'TyGOKYIO XKAIOCTh U3
CaMbIX IIyOUH CBOET0 ceppla.

[ToaToMy, KOTa MHOTO JIeT CITyCTsI FIMIIepaTop CIIPOCHUII eT0, KOT/a Ke OH I0-HaCTOSIIeMY ITOTI00UT
ero, F0s MHBSH CMOT NHIIb BCIIOMHUTH TO BEIpaXKeHHE JIUIa, KOTopoe Obiyio y MMIepaTopa B TO YTPO.

Korga FOs VHBSH mIpUBe MBICIH B IOPSIAOK U BRHILIET U3 ITOKOEB, IBOP OBIJI ITOJIOH CJIYT, KOTOPHIX
ViMmepaTop pa3orHar elle Buepa. Bce oHU B HeIoyMeHUY IIENTaIUCh: II0YEeMY 3a OfUH IeHb
IIOMECThe TeHepasia CTajio TUIlle, YeM Kaagoulie?

— ITpubepurech B rIaBHOM 3ajie, — MaxHYyJ pykoit F03 MHBSIH. Y HET0 He 0CTa0Ch CUJI 3aHUMAThCS
3TUMU MeJI0YaMHu.

— l'eHepar... a cBamb0a... — BU[IS, YTO XO3SHH €[Ba JEePXKUTCS HA HOTaxX OT YCTAIOCTH,
ympasnsomuii JIo pobko marnyn Buepen. Beob ceromHs meHb, KOTHa I'OCIOOUH OJXKeH ObIT B3STh
HaJI0KHULY, BepHO? WK 4TO-TO U3MEHUJIOCH?

— l'oTOBBTECH, ST BEIAAY, KOT{a MpUAeT BpeMs. — K03 MHBSIH 0CTaBUII CTAapOro YIPaBIIsSIOMETO C
HEeBLICKA3aHHBEIM BOIIPOCOM ¥ HAIIPaBUJICS BO BHYTPEHHUYU ABOP. 10 MyTH OH IMPOIIET MUMO KOMHATEI
XyH f0, HO He OLIYTHUI XKeJlaHUsS HaBECTUTb €€ — BCe ero MBIC/IHU OBbIIM 3aHATH MMIepaTopoM B
MOMEHT ero yxofa.

HewusBecTHO 0TKyma B3sBinuiica JIu LroaHblnyHs yKyTan MMmoepaTopa B IIMPOKUY YEePHBIN II/Iall,
CKPBIB €T0 JINIIO B ITyOrHE KaIolIoHa. iMmepaTop HeTBEPOOM MOXOAKOM IBUHYJICS BIEpe[, [0 IyTH
OTCTpaHuB PyKY JIu L{0aHbIIyHS, OBITABIIETOCS MOAAEePXKaTh €ro. ITOT XPYIKUN CUAIIYST IIOJTHOCTHIO
3aBnagen MeicaaMu KOs MHBsHA.

OH He JoJKeH OB TaK C HUM IOCTynaTh. TOT OB elle peOeHKOM, KOTOPBIN, IYCTh U II0B3POCIIENT
rogaMy, Bcerga oCcTaBajiCs IIOf 3allUTON OKPYKaIux!



Y Takoro, mouTy OeCIieHHOTr0 [JIs ToCyJapcTBa MMmepaTopa, OH paHuII... Eciu GBI 9TO CIIyYMIIOCH
no3aBuepa, 09 MHBSH, BEPOSTHO, paccMesiyicss Obl. PaHbIlle OH ¥ MMOAyMaTh HE MOT O TOJO0HOM, 1
ecyu ObI KTO-TO CKa3aJl eMy Takoe, OH OBl JTHIb YeMexHycs. Ho cefiuac emy OviIo He mo cMexa. OH
PAHUJ ero PyKaMHu, KOTOPEIE JOJIKEH OBI 3aIlUIaTh; PAHUI PTOM, TPOU3HOCUBIIKUM CJIOBA
BEPHOCTH; PAHUII CaMuM (PaKTOM CBOETO CYIIEeCTBOBAHMS!

Hoquy OH PEIInJI, 4YTO UMEET IIPABO PAHUTH I/IMnepaTopa, BO3BHIIIAIOIIEr0CS HAf BCEMU?

Iaxe mBa uaca Ha3an 03 MubsaH raan oT ceds mogoOHbIe MEICTIH. Bce 3TH ceMb JieT oH u3beran
pa3gymuii 00 X OTHOIIEHUSX ¥ YYBCTBAX — TOJIBKO TaK OH MOT 6eCCTpPacTHO CMOTPETh Ha
HWwmMnepatopa.

VM Henb3s OBUIO IUTATH APYT K OPYTY IOOOOHBIX 4yBCTB!

OcobenHo emy. CTOUIIO JIUIIb TOAHATHCS, OTKPBITh CEPAIle — U KOHeIl Hen30eKHO IIpeBpaTUiCs Okl B
Tpareguio. OH He MOT IT03BOJIUTH ce0e pa30pyXKUTHCA B TOT MOMEHT, KOTa ero Tejo ObIJI0 3alepTo
VmnepaTopoM, U Tak BOT, 6€33alIUTHO, BEICTABUTH CBOE CEPZLe Iepes 3TUM CBOEHPaBHEIM,
IPSIMONUHENHEIM pebeHKoM, KouM 0vu1 MMnepaTop. Eciu B KoHIlE KOHIIOB MiMIiepaTopy HafoecT 3Ta
UTpa, eClIi OH IIOTEPSIET HHTEPEC K CBOEHN «UTPYIIKE», YTO eMy feflaTh? YHUUTOXKUTE ce0s uiu
CropeTh BMeCTe C HUM?!

Ho UmMnepatop urpaiyu pa3pyLInsl Bce ero 3alpeTs. Buepa B ero rinasax 0TYETIMBO YUTAJIUCH
yyBCTBa!

Opnako cam KOs MHBSH OTCTYyIUI eper STUMU 4yyBcTBaMU. OH He 3HaJl, KakK [0JIr0 MOXKeT AJIUThCSA
mo60Bb uMIiepaTopa? Emle cemb net? Unu yetwhipHannath? EMy 910 6bl10 He HyKHO! Ecnu m060Bb
Obla TaKOM, TO OH IpeAroyesn Obl, YTOOH B ITOCTeNN MMIepaTop Mo-IIPeKHEMY CUMTAJl eT0 CBOEH
cobaxoii. Torga, BHIS U3 ClIaJibHU ¥ BEPHYBIIKUCH JOMOM, Y HET'O XOTs ObI 0CTaBaIOCh MECTO, T'Tie
MOZKHO 3a113aTh PaHbl, TIe MOXKHO CIIPSATATLCH.

Ho MimmepaTtop OBITT CIMIIKOM BJIACTHHIM: CHa4asla JaBUJI CBOEH BIACTHIO, TEIIEPh — CBOMMH
yyBcTBaMu. Yero oH mobuBancs? TpeboBan oTBeTHOU Ti00BU? KO3 MHBSH yKe cTap, OH BHIIIEN U3
TOTO BO3pacTa, KOTrga MOXKHO ITOfifaBaThCSd UMITyJIbcaM, a OBITh MOXKEeT, HUKOria 1 He obafan
momo0OHBIM. Bce ero oHoIecKre aMOUIIMY ¥ MEUTHI OBIIIM CTEPTH B IIOPOIIOK JBOPIIOBEIMU
JKepHOBaMH, U B eT0 000JI0YKe OCTajIach JIUIIbL Ta Ke THUJb, YTO U Y BCEX OCTAJbHAIX... M 4TO ele
VimmepaTop xoTen 3abpaTh u3 3Tou gymu? WMnu, OBITh MOXKET, OH OeMCTBUTENIbHO XOTEJ YTO-TO [aTh,
HO OBIJIO y2Ke CIIMIIKOM TI030HO — B €ro Cepfille He 0CTajoCh HUYEro, CIIOCOOHOT0 BMECTUTD CTOJIb
HeXHbIE YyBCTBA.

3HAQUMT JIA TO, YTO OH y2Ke OBII paHeH, YTO B OyOyIieM eMy He TPO3ST elre GOJIbIe CTPafaHus?

Ecnu OB B caMOM Havalle OH He CTall HO6€HI/ITeHeM BOEHHBIX 3K3dMEHOB, IIPUTTIAHYBIINMCHA
HaClegJHOMY IIPpHHIY, €CITh OBl ero He IIpenogHecCiii B Iap KaK UTI'PYIIKY, IIPUHA OBl OH 9TH ‘-Iy'BCTBa?



— T'eHepan! Bpems mpHIIo, CKOpee K BOPOTaM BCTpeYaTh HEBECTY... — T'OJI0C CTapoTro
YIIPABIISIOIIET0 IpepBat MOTOK MEICIel, u F0s UHbsH HUKOTIa He Y3HAeT OTBETOB Ha CBOM BOIIPOCHL.

Csapne6Hoe TopxkecTBO K03 MHbsHA OBUIO IEIIHEIM, OM JIOMUJICS OT MHOXKECTBa 3HAKOMEIX U
He3HaKOMBIX rocTeii. CTaphlil reHeparl, 0 CaMoro KOHIIa He CXOOUBIINY C JUIA YIBIOKH, YCTPOUI BO
[BOPE 3aCTOJIbe M1 BCeX XKeJlalollyX I030PpaBUuTh KiaH 103.

EnvHCTBEHHBIM U3BSHOM OBIIIO TO, YTO Ha JIHUIlE KeHUXa IMOYTH He ObIJIO YIIBIOKM — OH OCTaBasCs
TAKKMM XK€ Cephe3HBIM, KaK BCerja, Ho KTo obpalliaj BHUMaHNEe Ha MEJIOYH B TaKOW BEJTUKUM IE€Hb?

— Bpewms npumno! MosmogoxeHs!, nepBeit noknoH HeOy u 3emie...

KOs MubsH ornsagencs 1o CTOPOHAM, 9YyBCTBYsI, UYTO Y4aCTBYET B KaKOM-TO CTPAHHOM CHE, T'I€ OH
XKEHHUTCA Ha XKEeHIIUHEe, KOTOPYIO YBaXKa€eT, HO K KOTOpOfI He IIMTaeT HU KaIlJik JTI00BH.

— BTOpO# IOKJIOH — POOUTENIM. ..

B HegamekoMm OBOPIIE B 3TO BpeMs OIIJIAKMBAJIX T€ CaMhbl€ YYBCTBA, KOTOPHBIE II0 IIPABY JOJIZKHBI OBIIIH
IIPpUHAOJIE2KATh €MY.

— Tpertuii OKJI0H — OPYT OPYTy!

2Ku3nb Oply1a UMEHHO TaKOoU — He 00JIee 4eM HeJIelBIM CHOM.

— OTnpaBuTh HOBOOPAYHKIX B OTIOYHBAIHHIO!

Hoquy ’Ke IMEeHHO cerdac Y HEro BO3HHUKIIO CTPAHHOE IIPEeqYyYBCTBUE Hp06y}KHeHI/I5{?

OH BCIIOMHWJI CJIOBa HACTOSITENS B pa3pyIIeHHOM XpaMe ¥ Kpas 1ojis 60s: «JenoBeK XKUBET CTO JIET,
HO B UTOTe [JOJI2KEeH BepHYThCsA. Bo3Bpaliaiicsi, BO3Bpalaucs...»

BoaBpariaucs... HO Tfie ero UCTUHHBIM JOM?

— Csio IllyHbII3E], KOTOPHIM cefyac yac? — jiexka Ha Mokosx [[pakoHa, MmepaTop, CKpuiis 3yb6amu,
IIPUIIOMHSAT 3aTyMaHEHHbIe KpacHbIe T1a3a u crpocuit JIu [0aHblIyHS, KOTOPHIN HEOTCTYITHO
[eXypU PSIfoM.

— Bamre BenmnyecTtBo, ele yac Ysuse... — JIu [{r0aHbIIYHE CIIEIXaIbHO HAa3BaJl BpeMs Ha 4acC paHblle,
Benb epeMonus y KOs MabsaHa Oblyla HadHayeHa Ha 4ac Chl.

— Trt cunTaes MeHst gypakoM? Yac Chl yxke 61u3ko... Cgo IIIyHbL3H, KaK gyMaels, eciu K03



WHDBSH Y3HAET, 4TO 51 C HUM CHenan, OyOeT 1 OH MeHs HeHaBUOEeTh? — MMmepaTop cxKasl MOAyIIKY,
Kenast, 4ToOH! 3TO Obla ronoBa F03 MubsiHa — Torga Ovl oH ycrmokouncs. Ho ecnu 661 F03 UHBsIH
IeMCTBUTENIHLHO MOSIBUJICS TTepesl HUM ceidac, OH Obl HU 3@ YTO He CMOT OTIYCTUTD €TO0.

— Bame BenuuectBo, x0T resepan K03 Toxe Hemnpas, HO BHL... — 0X, KaK OTBETUTh uMIiepaTtopy? Ha
caMoM ferne, reHepan O3 He coBepuui omuOKY, IPOCTO B ra3ax UMIepaTopa HUKOra He
noMelllajiach JaXke IIeCYWHKaA, He TOBOPSA YXK O XKUBOY HeBecTe. [103TOMYy UMIIepaTop peLIus, YTo ero
npepanu. JIu [{r0aHBIIYHb Wb HANEAJICA, YTO IPABUTENIb HE IT0XKaJleeT 0 COLesTHHOM.

— 41 3Haw0. EMy HyKHO IpPOJo/IXKeHue Pofa, 3TO ero JOIT U CBIHOBHUY Joiar. OH Tak I0JIOH
OTBETCTBEHHOCTH U BHUHHI IIepPe]] CEMbel, HO TP 9TOM OH TAaKOM HEXKHBIH... f He M03BOJI0 eMy OBITh
moOpee K KOMY-TO OPyroMmy, 4eM Ko MHe! A K KeHe ¥ HaJoXHuilaMm — TeM 0ojiee! — Korma oH Bumen
UX BMECTe, eMy X0TeJIOCh YHUUTOXUTH BCE! Pa3 B xku3nu K03 MHbsAHA yKe He ObIJIO MeCcTa AJIs HeTo,
OH He II03BOJIUT KOMY-TO Apyromy ob6jagaTh uM... Oco0eHHO 3TOM XKeHIuHe. KTo oHa Takasi, YTOORI
IoImpaluBaTh ero? Y He€ faXke HET IIpaBa KacaThCcs pykaBa O3 MubsHa!

— INocne ceropHAMHEr0 JHA BCE 3aKOHUUTCA... — VIMIlepaTop OmyCTuI ronoBy. [Jaxe HaX0OsaCh BO
OBOPIIE, B CEPALe U MBICIIAX OH BUAes ToJbKO FO03 UHbsHa! EMy Ka3anoch, 4TO OH BUAUT, KakK TOT B
SIPKOM CBafieOHOM Hapsie MoAaepKUBaeT HEBECTY V BXOfla, @ 3aTeM OHM [al0T APYT OPYTY KIATBHI
BEPHOCTHU. B TO BpeMs KaK OH caM, M3paHEHHBIN BUEpalllHENW HOYbI0, HE MOT HaxXKe MOILIEBENTUThCS,
jiexka Ha XKHUBOTeE... JIUI[0, 3apBITOe B MATKYIO MOAYIIKY, TOPEo OT THEBA, a B YroJIKax a3 3acThlla
XOJIO[IHAS BIIara.

— Bame BennuecTBo, BB A€MCTBUTEIBHO TOTOBH OTIYCTUTD €ro? — JIu Llr0aHbIIyHb TIOMENJINUII, HO
BCe K€ IIPOTI0TUJI BEPTEBIINECS Ha S3BIKE CIIOBa U, IOKJIOHUBIIKUCH, BhILIEN. [I115 ABYX CTOJb
IIPOTUBOCTOSIIUX NtoAen, Kak MmnepaTtop 1 F03 UHBAH, 4TO 3HAYUT «OTIHYCTUTH» M UTO 3HAYUT
«TONMy4uTh»? EMy He CTOUJIO 3aiaBaTh BOIIPOCH], Ha KOTOPBIE HET OTBETA, U JINIITHUN pa3 Tep3aTh
cephile IPaBUTETIS.

— HoBoOpayHHIX B OIIOYMBAJIbHIO!

Tornoc pacropsiuTess liepeMOHUY 3By4dan HeecTeCTBeHHO, HO KO3 HbsH OBl BRIHYXKIEH CHEeaTh
I1ar 10J 3TOT HEHABUCTHBIM 3BYK.

— YKa3! — HO He yCIIel OH OIyCTUTH HOT'Y Ha 3eMJII0, KaK I'yJI TOJIIEl CTUX.

FO3 MHB4H, CII0BHO OUYHYBIIKCE OT CHa, 00epHYyJca. XyH 0 OT ucnyra gaxe ypoHunIa KpacHyro dary.

[Tpumto. HakoHen-To mpuuino!

Bce pemmumy, uto reHepan KO3 momp3yeTcss OrpOMHBEIM YBaXKeHHEM, pa3 caMm MMmepaTop mpucian
TI03paBJIeHue, HO HUKTO He 3HaJl, YTO U KEeHUX, ¥ HEeBeCTa YyBCTBOBAJK JUILL TPeBory. K03 UHbsSIH
B3[IOXHYJI C 00JIeTYeHreM, 0XKKaast HOBOCTEH OT mpaBuTens, a XyH f0... oHa B3r/IsHya Ha 109
VubsiHa: ceTonHs, faxe ecnu Obl IMIepaTop npuKasai e€ Ka3HUTh Paid HET0, OHa IIPUHSJA OBl 3TO



0e3 coxXaJIeHuH.

FOs VHbsH ¥ caM He ITOHWMAJI, II0YeMy II0YyBCTBOBAJ 00/IerYeHNe, YCIIbIIAB IIPU3LIB K OTJIAIIeHHI0
yKa3a. Bo3M0XkHO, C TOTO CaMOT0 MOMeHTa, Kak MMIiepaTop BEPHYJICS BO IBOPEIl, OH XKMIaJl BECTEH.
[TpaBUTENL HE MOT II03BOJINTh UX CEMUIIETHEH CBsI3 000pBAThCS BOT TaK IIPOCTO, MHAYE OH He OBII
OBl TEM CBOEHPABHEIM MMIiepaTopoM, KoToporo 3Han 03 UubsaH. Pa3 yKa3 mpuimes, 3Ha4KT,
cocTosiHMe MMIepaTopa He HaCTOJIbKO Y2KAaCHO, YTOOR TOT HE CMOT 00yMaTh CBOM CIIEOYIOIINM IIIar.

BEITh IOCTAaTOYHO CUIIBHEIM, YTOOBI BEIHECTHU 00JTb — BEPOSATHO, TOXKE YaCTh B3POCJIEHU .

Korpga Bcst To/ma OMyCcTHUIach Ha KOJIEHU BO IIBOPE, €BHYX, MOCTAB/ISBIINY yKa3, TPOH3UTEIbHEIM
T'0JIOCOM Pa3BEPHYII XKeJIThI CBUTOK.

— CrymraiiTe yka3 Benukoro resepana, yrBepxkaaoiero senuure, K03 UHbsHA:

ITo Bonte Heba u Bone MMmnepaTopa, K BaM B3kBaio. CpoYHOE JOHECEHHEe C IPAHUI] TJIaCUT: TIOPKU
Iep3K0 BTOPTIMCEH Ha 3emiu [uHacTtuu I1IsH, 3axBaTHB B IIeH noggaHHbx CeiHa Heba, manu
Hunuxoy u Banuxoy. Hasznavaw O3 MHbsgHa aBaHrapAHBIM IIOJIKOBOALIEM B ITOXOAE POTUB
3aXBaTYMKOB IIO[T HauyaoM Benukoro reHepana Bana. O0eum apMusiM HeMe[IJIeHHO IIPUBECTH BOMCKaA
B MMOPSIIOK U BBICTYIUTH [AJISI BO3BPAIEHUS yTPauyeHHBIX 3eMeflb. CUTyalus KpuTudeckas, MEIQIUTh
HeJb3s, UHaye I0CJiefyeT CypoBoe HaKa3aHue!

Ucnonuuts!

T'enepan )3, s 3HaI0, YTO CErofHs Balll CYACT/IUBHIN IEHb, HO S JIUIIb CIeAyIo yKa3y. [Ipormry,
HeMeJIEHHO ITpuBenuTe cebs B MOPSOK U ClleflyiiTe 3a MHOW B BoeHHOE MUHUCTEPCTBO 3a
KOMaH[IHOM ITe4aThio, YTOOH IOCKOpPEee BLHICTYIIUTD B ITOXO[I.

EBnyx Bpyuun yka3 03 UubsiHy u noToponun ero. XoTs OBTh IPU3BaHHEIM Ha BOMHY IIPSIMO TIeper
[IBePSIMU CIIQJIbHU B IeHb CBafbOBI ObIJIO JOCAIHO, HO TOCYNapCTBEHHEIE [lefla, KOHEUHO, BaKHee
HajoxHuL. EBHyxX moxionan KO3 UHbsAHA 110 1IJ1evy, BhIpaXkas COYyBCTBUE.

l'ocTtu HAYanu IMepemenTeIBaThCA, 00CTaHOBKA CTaJla XaOTHYHOM.

— Xa-xa... Xxa-Xa... — HeoxupnaHHo 05 UHbsAH paspasunca cmexoM. OH HUKaK He OXKHAaNl, 4TO
HMnepaTop nougeT Ha TakKou XOf!

KOs MiubsH mpocienoBal ¢ €eBHYXOM B BoeHHOe MUHUCTEPCTBO Ijist ohopMiieHus Bcex Oymar. Pa3
JKeHuxa He Obl10, CBafieOHBIN TUP CBEPHYIIH, XOTS, K C4aCThi0, CaMyI0 BaKHYIO YaCTh lIePEMOHUYU
yIaJ0Ch 3aBEPIINUTE.

IecsaTh mHeH CIycTs, Korga apMus Oblyia coOpaHa, pa3BePHY/IMCH KPacHbEIe C YePHBIM 3HAMeHa
Apmvun Opna, u F0s MHBAH 0puIlManbHO IOBET BOKMCKA B ITOXOM.



— l'ocmoxka, 3T0 MUCHMO, KOTOPOE T'OCIIOAKH ITPOCUTT IEpeaTh BaM mepef 0Tbe3noM. — CTaphii
YIIPABJISIOMINM, TPOBOIUB B3TJISIOM CBOET'0 X03sIMHA, BCTIOMHUII O TIOCJIeIHEM MTOPY4YeHUH. BpyunB
nucbMO XyH £0, OH BHIIIEN U 3aKPhIT ABEPh: HEKOTOPHIE BEIlld CyIpyraMm Jiy4diie o0CyxKaaTh HaeIuHe.

Bor Kak? B KOHIle KOHIIOB OH BCE K€ BCIIOMHUJI, YTO KEHUJICSI. XyH 0 CIIOKOMHO B35iIa MUCHMO OT
CyTpyra, KOTOPHIH C caMOoTo AHS CBaAbObI, IIOC/IE TOT0 KaK ObII TPU3BaH yKa30M, O0JIbIe HU pa3y He
IepecTyIaa I0por OMecThs. B e€ rina3ax 3acThlia TOPeYb.

XyH fo, g BUHOBAT Iiepen ToOO.

W3HayanbHO g IpuBe3 Tebs U3 MpurpaHuybs B BaiusH, yToOH 130aBUTh OT CTpafaHuii. Takas yMHas
¥ UCKYyCHAs XKEeHIIWHA, KaK TH, He JOJKHa Oblyla BTAYUTh JKAJIKOE CyIlecTBOBaHue. Ho s 3a6bli, 4TO
caM HaX0XKyCh B TAKOM Ke 0Ge3BBIXOJHOM II0JI0KEHHUH... 1 BhITALMII T€OS M3 OMHOU TPSICUHEI, HO
IIOZITOJIKHYI B elrle 6omee Ty0oKyIo.

Tel moOpast cepaleM, ¥, KOHEYHO, He CTaHeIllb MeHsI HeHaBUeTh. [109TOMy y MEeHS XBaTUT CMeJIOCTH
IIPOCUTH Te0si: IPUCMOTPH 32 MOUMHU popuTensiMu. OHU yKe CTapH, U g ObLI UX €UHCTBEHHBIM
ceiHOM. [Ipomty, 3a60Thcs 0 HUX B OyAylieM, KakK 0 POSHEIX OTIle ¥ MaTepu. Mol oTell yecTeH U 100D,
a MaTyliKa MATKocephedyHa — OHM OTIIATAT Tebe UCKpeHHe! TI000BLI0.

Y MeH$I He XBaTHUJIO AYXY YBUOETLCS C TOOOM Iepen 0The30M, IPUIIIOChH BEIOpaTh 6ercTBo. A yxe
IIpefiaj 4yBCTBa APYTOT0 YeloBeKa — HafleloCh, 3TOT IIOXOM IPUHECET eMy yCIleX, KaK OH U Xejal. A
nepen ToOOM S MOTY UCKYNIUTh BUHY TOJIBKO B CII€HYIOIIel KU3HMU.

IMopmucek: KO3 UHBAH.

[Touemy? [ToueMy OH OCTaBWJI el IMCHMO, TIOX0Kee Ha IIPeACcMePTHYIO 3anucKy? Kakad emné 3a6oTa o
ponuTtensax? OHa HU 3a 4TO He corjlacutcs! OHa He 3HaeT IIpaBUJI XOPOILIEeTro TOHa U He YMeeT JIafuTh
co cBekpoBbi0! [T03TOMY, TOCIIOOUH, BB OOJIXKHEL BepHYThCA! [IoueMy «eMy» MOXKHO IOJIy4UTh
JXeJlaeMoe ceidac, a OHa JOJIKHA X[aTh cllenyrollei KU3Hu? Eil He HYyXKHBL 9TU [IpU3PAYHEBIEe
obellfaHusl, OHa X04eT JIKIIh, YTOOBI TOCIIONWH BepHYIICsS XKuBbiM! Pyku XyH flo 6eccunbHo
ONyCTUJIUCH, OyMara cxKajach B KOMOK, ¥ JIUIIb CMyTHO MOKHO OBIJIO pa3o0paTh fBa ueporiuda —
«CJefnyroLas Xu3Hb»!

— 4 myman, kak TopKO O3 MHBSAH yeneT, IOMeCTbe OIyCTEET, @ OKA3bIBAETCS, 3[eCh ellle TEIJIUTCI
XKU3Hb. — ['0J10C, TOOOOHEIN TPU3PAaYHOMY IIIEIIOTYy, B30pBascs B ronoBe XyH fo.

YI"pIOMBIfI MYyZXK4YWHa BOIIEJI C YJINIEI, HO OT HEIr0 HE BEAJIO HX I'PAMMOM TeIlJIa. XYH Ao Bckouuna co
CTyJla H, 3a0bIB 00 9THKETE, He 005ICh CMEepPTH, YXBATHUJIACh 3ad I/IMHepaTopa, C KOTOPEIM C caMou
HepBOﬁ BCTpPEYHN HE CMeJla JaXKe CMOTPETh B I'Jla3a.

— 3auem BH nmpunun? ITocMmesiThesi? [IocMOTPETH, B KAKOM KaJIKOM COCTOSIHUM OKa3aJcs foM 6e3
x03siuHa? Wy BBl CETOOHS MPUIIIKA CKa3aTh HaM, YTO TOCIIOAUH 00bIlle He BepHETCH...? — CKOJIbKO
CHUJIBI MOXKeT ObITh B crtabot xxenmuHue? Ho XyH 1o, 06e3yMmeBIIast OT ropsi, He faBana MmmepaTopy



BEIPBATHCA!

— Yro TH Hecelllb... — VMIiepaTopy 66110 60IbHO, OH OTTONKHYN €€, U XYH 710, He yAepKaBIIKCh,
yOapuiachk 0 CTOJI U CII0/I3/1a Ha moji. Ho oHa He BCcTasna, a 3aphifaia B ToJioc.

BrimaBiiee u3 e€ pyk MUChMO yIIanio npsiMo K HoraMm Mimnepartopa. OH II0g03pUTEILHO MOJHSI €T0, U
TI0CJIe TTaphl CTPOK €Tro JIUI0 U3MEeHUIIOCh 10 Hey3HaBaeMOCTH.

— Korpa on nepegan tebe aT0? — MiMepaTop PEHBKOM TOAHSI XyH 10 C m0j1a ¥ MPUHSIICS €€
TPSICTH.

— Kakas pasnuia, korga? ['ocnoguH yiert... yuies... — CropammBaTh 00 9ToM ceiigac OBIIO yKe
0eCCMBICIIEHHO.

— JIu ioanbmyHs! [0TOBL ManaHKWH, BO3BpallaeMcs Bo aBopel;! — MmnepaTop cxan 6ymary B
KyJaKe U [I03BaJl €eBHyXa, 0XKUMAABIIEr0 y BXOHa.

— Cnymatock. — JIu LjoaHbIyHb B3TISHYN Ha XYH $10, IPOMOIKABIIYIO PhIAATh Ha MOy, U
TIocJIeoBast 3a MiMrepaTopoM, KOTOPLIM BHOBH HAIIPSITCS BCEM TEJIOM.

— YTo 3HAYUT «BCE MOUOET KaK Haflo» U «Kak 5 kKeJan»? — MnepaTop MeTascs 1o 3any YaosH,
BHITAQIITHIBAs CJIeObl HA KOPEHCKOM KOBPE.

— BrITh MOXKeT, reHepan K03 o yeM-To moragarsncs... — Tuxo mpobopmoTar JIu LlroaHbIyHb, CKIIOHUB
ronoBy. B cBoeit apmun 03 UHBSH npu ManenieM IIIOpoxe MOT y3HaTh O MPoXcKax MMmepaTopa.

— Yro TH CKa3an?! — MMmepaTop yCHIIIaN ero ¥ HaXMyPHUIICS.

— Pab6 BuHOBaT! {1 NUIL TPEOIONIOKUII, YTO TeHepasn 03 yxKe 3HaeT O IINIOHE, KOTOPOT'O BhI
OTIIPaBUJIM B €ro BorcKa. — JIu 1{10aHbLIYHb OMYCTUIICA Ha KOJIEHHU.

— Her, oH He Mor 3HaTh 0 MOeM IIjlaHe, MHaye OH He CTajl Obl TaK IOCIIYIIHO IPUHUMATh YKa3 U
yxoouTh B moxop! Ho moyeMy oH OCTaBUII TaKOe MUChMO? — BCE 3T0 OBIIIO CTUIIKOM ITPOTHBOPEYUBO,
COBCEM He B iyxe npsMonuHerHoro K03 UubsgHa. Ecnu 66l 0H y3Ha... Ecrii OBl OH 3HA... TIOIIeN ObI
OH B II0XOfI, Kak Toro xkenan MmnepaTtop? MepaTop yKe MOTSHYJICS K Ba3e Ha CTOJIMKE, COOHMpasich
pa3buTh €€, HO BHE3AITHO OCTAHOBUIICS.

— IIpowmy npoienus, Baire BenryecTBo, HO MHe KaxeTcs, reHepan KOs oTnpaBuiics B IIOX0[, faxe
3Has 0 BaIIMX 3aMbiciax. — Kakoe HecuacThe... Kak yropasguio 3TUX IBOUX BCTPETUTHCA? A UM,
cJIyraM, IPUXOJUTCS TaK BOJIHOBAThCS.

— Her... oH ObI He... OH TOYHO He cTasl OB UATH B IIOXOM, ecyu Obl 3Haj! — MMmIepaTop PyxHYI Ha



CTYJI, X1 Ba3d B €TI0 PYKaX II0JIETEJIAa Ha II0JI, PA3JIETEBIINCE Ha KYCKH.

Her, on He omubcs! On — moctorubiit Mmnepatop! A F0s MHBSH mpefas ero foBepue U Bce YyBCTRa,
YTO OH B Hero Bioxwui! [I03TOMy OH TallHO BHEIPUI YOUMILY... I0O9TOMY OH TaliHO U3fJall yKaa...
youTth... F03 Unbsana! Ecnu oH He MoxkeT o0nafgaTh UM, TO ¥ HUKTO OPYTroil He CMOXKeT!

Ila, OH BCE cOemnan IpaBuiIbHO... Pa3Be HamoxHuIa L{luH 1 HanoxHuna KOHb, IpefaBiine ero B CBOE
BpEMsI, He TIOJTyYUIIN 110 3aciiyraM?

TOMBKO B 3TOT Pa3 OH PEeIIunII UCIIOJIb30BATh CBOU PYKH, YTOORI YHUYTOZXKHUTDH KOs UnabsHa.

— l'eHepar, CKOpO CTEMHEET, a IIyTh BIIepedy TPYOHBIN, MOXKET, pa300beM Jlareph 37eCh?

OkTs0pb B Baitusne OblI rTy0O0KOM OCEHBIO, a 3a IMPefelaMy 3aCTaBhl y2Ke CTOSLT JIIOTHIM MOpo3. [0
(GbpoHTa 0CTaBalIOCh OHS MSATH IYTH, HO CHET IlIeJI He IlepecTaBas yKe TPoe CYTOK. MX MpUroTOBIIeHUS
K ITOXO0MY OBLTMA CJTUINKOM ITOCIIEIIHBIMU: COIaTaM He XBATallo HY TEIJION OfEeXIbl, HU MIPOBU3UH, U
maxe caM resepan 0 BHIHYKIEeH ObIJT 9KOHOMUTD, €[IBa YTOJISIS TOIO.

— Xopotno, epefail IprKa3: Jarepsb pa3duts 3gech. — 03 UHBAH B3rnsaHyn Ha My LI3yHbao,
KOTOPHIM ejBa AbIIIaN OT YCTalIOCTH, MOKJIaAbiBasl 0 CUTyauuu. I[IoHATHO ObII0, YTO IIeXoTa He
BEHIIEPKUT TAKOT0 TeMIa. McTomaTs CUmbl 0 IPUOLITUS Ha nojie 605 13-3a OTOMbl UK pernbeda
Ob110 KpaiiHe onpoMeTurBO. 03 VIHBSAH IOCMOTPEN Ha OTPOMHEBIE TOPHBIE TUKY, IPOH3a0IIKe
CHexXHyI0 Mriy. KTo OBl MOT mogyMaTh, 4YTO 3@ 3aCTaBOX TaKue omacHble MecTa? BripoueMm, ecin
IIPUAETCS 3aMaHUBaTh Bpara Briy0b, 3T0 OyeT UM Ha pyKy!

— Tl'enepan? 'erepan? — rojgoc My 113yH6ao BEpHYJI €T0 K MBIC/ISIM O TAKTHKE.

— YTto Takoe? — K03 MHBSH /€3 C JIoIaau, OTPSXUBAst CHET C JIAIA U OJeXKIHL.

— ITo moBOmy TOTO HOBOTO MJIaAIIero oduiepa, I Haxoxy ero nogo3putenbHeiM! Hamma Apmus Opna
Bcerga Oblyla He3aBUCUMOM CTPYKTYPOH, ToYyeMy K HaM HaCUJIbHO IIPUCTABUIIA YeJIoBeKa, 0 KOTOPOM
MBI HU4Y€ero He 3HaeM? [la ¥ BefleT OH cebsi CKPLITHO, TeHepaJl, SBHO 3aMBILIISIET YTO-TO Hegobpoe! —
My LI3yn6ao roBopuII BCE BOOAYIIEBIeHHee, yOexknasich B CBOEH MpaBoTe.

— 1I3yH6ao, 0 HEKOTOPHIX Belax Tebe He CTOUT OECIIOKOUTHCS CIIUIIKOM CHUJIbHO. IIpocTo mogyMaii o
TOM, KaK Yyepe3 ISITh JHEeH 3aCTaBUTh MOIJIATUTHCS TeX, M3-3a KOT0 HaM IPUXOIUTCS COBEPIIATh
(dhopcrupoBaHHBIM MapIll B TaKyi0 IOTOMAY, 3TOro OymeT JoCcTaTOuyHO. Bo3Bpaiialics B CBOM J1areps, s
KakK cienyeT 00myMaio HeKOTOpPhIe BOIIPOCH. BoeHHbIH cOBeTHUK JI10, THI TOXKe ITPOUIUCH IT0 BCEM
jlarepsiM, TOCMOTPH, CKOJIbKO BOMHOB CErOHS IOTy4YnI 0OMOPOKEHHUS.

Jlerxo otmenaBmuch 0T My LI3yH6a0, KOTOpEIY OBl O0iee YeM 0o0iecTeH Ha moje 005, HO CTpagan
OT HEXBATKM CTpaTern4eckoro MunuieHus, F03 MHBAH cIpoBagul ¥ CTaporo reHepasa, CTOSBIIETO
PSIOM U C SBHBIM 0f0o0peHUeM ciylaBiero cioBa My 1[3yn6ao. OcTaBmuch onuH, K03 MHBIH CHOBa



IMMOOHA B3TJIA Ha BEJIMYECTBEHHYIO TOPHYIO BEPIINHY, Y2K€ CKPHIBIIYIOCA 3a TAXKEJIbIMU HOXKIEBEIMHU
obJIaKaMH. BepOHTHO, BpeMeHH, KOrga OH MOT OBI MCIIOJIb30BATh ee, Y HEero y2ke He 0CTaJIOCh.
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