KOs UnabsH YYBCTBOBaAJI, YTO BOT-BOT PYXHET, IIO3TOMY YXBATHJICA 3a HU3KUH CTOJIMK Y KPOBATH.
Pazgancsa FJ'IYXOI;I CTYK — OH 34aeJI Ta3 C BOJIOM, Ha KpPalo KOTOPOTI'0 JIEZKAJIO ITOJIOTEHIIE.

B cocenguelr KoMHaTe BCIIEIXHYJI CBET, IMOCJIBIIIAINCh 6bICprIe IIaru.

B mpoéwme, rie KobIXanach 3aHaBeCcKa, OKa3aJjICcsl TYCKIIbIA CBET, ¥ BOIIedas Gurypa
3akonebasnack, Ka3ajaoch, faxke cuibHee, 4eM caM H03 UHBSH, efBa AepKaBIIMHACS Ha HOTAX.

— l'ocnioguH, BE npocHynucs! [Touemy Bcranu? Bam 4To-TO HYyXHO? — pyKHU XyH o,
[IpUePXKUBABIIKE ero 3a JIeYH, OKa3aJIuCh YOUBUTEIIBHO KPDEIKUMU.

— 4... 51 B mopsimke, — npo6opmortan oH. Heyxkenu 310 XyH o nepeonena ero? — Ha MHe... 9Ta
omexpa? — KOs MHBSAH 3agan BOIPoC, C TPYOOM CAEpXKHUBas APOXKb.

— 4 3aMeTwnna, 4YTO Balll IPEeXKHUY XaaT [[BeTa MOPCKOM BOJIHBEI COBCEM M3HOCHUJICS, BOT U CIIMJIa
HOBHIM, OPUEHTUPYSACH Ha cTapelii. OH BaM He Bnopy? My, MoXKeT, CIIUIIKOM TOHKUN? BaMm X0oaH0?
— XyH 4o nogHsIa Ha HET0 B3TJIS/, IOJTHEINA HEeNoAneIbHOTro 6eCcoKoMCTRa.

Pa3 ogexny ciuina XyH f0, 3Ha4UuT, U IepeofeBana oHa... K03 MHBSIH CHOBa moIIaTHYICS, 4 XyH Ao
TIoCIIeIInIa NePEeKUHYTh ero pyKy cebe yepes IJIeyo, IoMorasi YyCTOSITh, @ 3aTeM OCTOPOXKHO ycafiusia
Ha Kpau KpOBaTH.

Korma KOs WubsiH npuinén B ce0si, OH 00HAPYKUII, YTO HE CBOIUT TI'Mla3 ¢ Ineu XyH fJo. Barnsam ero
OBbLJT HACTOJIHKO MPUCTAJILHEIM U MPaYHBEIM, YTO OH CaM Y2KaCHYJICS: OH Be[lb BCepbE3 06OyMEIBAI, HE
yOUTH Nu e€!

ToNIbKO pafy TOro, YTOOR COXPAHKUTh OCTATKK CBOEI'0 PACTOITAHHOTO JOCTOMHCTBA U THYHOCTH. OH
HU Ha MUT He YCOMHMIICS, 00yMbIBasi, KaK KOPOTKA AUCTAHINSI MEXIY HUMHU — MEXIy HUM U
JKEHIITMHOM, KOTOPO# OH o6elas MogapuTh CYacThe, Korma 3abupar ¢ cobor!

— Xa-xa... xa-xa... Xxa-xa! — K03 HbgH pa3pa3uics HEKOHTPOIUPYEMBIM X0X0TOM. Pa3 yX& BcE
CBEPIINIIOCH, YTO OH ITBITAETCS OTPULaTh? Heyxkenu oH myMaeT, uTo youictBo XyH 0 COTPET To,
Yero OH Tak CTHAUTCSA? OH IPOCTO TPYC, MBITANIIUICS cOexkXaTh OT peaabHOCTH. ITyCTh BCE
PACKpPHIIOCH — TETepPh OH MOXKET XKUTh, Kak cobaka, ¥ eMy 6O0JIbllle He HYKHO TPUTBOPSATHCS
YeJI0BEeKOM Ilepen ApyTruMu!

OH He 6oscs ObITh cob6aKoit. OH 00SJICS TUIIB TOTO, YTO, IIEPECTaB OBITH YEJIOBEKOM, OH BCE PAaBHO
00s513aH BecTu ce0s1 KakK 4esIoBeK U yOexkaaTh BCEX BOKPYT, YTO OH BOBCE He IEC.

— locnmoguu? — TUX0 cnpocuna XyH flo, Jaxe He MOog03peBas, YTO TOJIBKO YTO HaXOOUIach Ha
BOJIOCOK OT CMEPTH.

— Vxomu, — ob6opsan cmex F0s MHBSH, U B €T0 T0JI0Ce CHOBA 3a3ByYasia JIUIIb yCTanocTs. OH 0oJIbIne



He XOTeJl 3HaTh, KTO ero IepeoieBal — KakKo! B 3TOM CMEBICTT? YOUTH OH He MOT, @ TOKOHYUTh C 0601
— ¥ nogaBHO. Ecnu 651 3TO OBIIO BO3MOXKHO, OH OBI YK€ THICSTYU Pa3 IOMbITanCs!

— locnoguH, BaM 11710X0? MoxXkeT, 103BaTh eBHyxa JIu? U el€ uMinepaTopckue neKapyd — OHU BCe
9THU [IHU [IeXyPUJIU B IOMECThe, — ri1a3a XyH fo mokpacHesnu. TOIbKO 4TO OH TaK FOPHKO CMEeANICA —
Bpofe OBl CMeX, HO B HEM CTOJIbKO 00U U OTYaSHUS.

— EBnyx JIu? — KO3 HBbAH CXBaTUI €€ 3a 3alsCThe U IIOOHSII T0I0BYy. BripaxkeHue ero nuia ObI10
0e3yMHBIM.

— Ia, eBHyx JIu LltoaubinyHb. Korga Be He MTPOCHITIAIMCEH YETHIPE [HS, UMIIEPaTOP Ha BTOPOM XKe
IleHb ITPUKa3al eMy OCTaBaThCs 3MECh, IT0OKa Bhl He MpuUaeTe B cebs. M nekapu Toxke BCe OTHU He
OTXOOWIM OT Balllell KpoBaTH. A cedyac, BUAS, YTO BaM CTaJIo JIy4llle, OHU OTOIIA B TOCTUHYIO, —
BBITIaNKyIa XyH £0, TO ¥ Oeso mOTJIsAabiBast Ha JBEepPb B HAeke, YTO KTO-HUOYb BOUIET U CITAcET eé
OT 3TOTO pa3roBopa.

— [To3oBu eBHYyxa JIu, — F03 MHBSIH pa3xkarl manblbl ¥ 6eCCUIbHO MTOBAIUIICS 06PAaTHO Ha KPOBATh.

— l'enepan 03, cnaBa 6oraM, Br 0uHynIuCh! iMnepaTop oueHs 6€CIOKOUICS O Bac, — JIu
[{roaHBIYHb €[Ba BOILIEN B KOMHATY, Kak TyT Xke yBuaen KOs MHbsAHA, KOTOPHIY JiexKal Ha KPOBaTH C
OTCYTCTBYIOIIUM BHUIOM, Tepebsi Kpa CBOEro xajarta. Yel0BeK IPOHUIIATENTbHEIM, OH Cpa3y IOHSIT,
YTO Tep3aeT reHepana. JIu [10aHbIIyHE IOCIEITHO 00aBUII:

— Opmexxay BaM CMEHHUII {1, a JIEYU/IM BaC Te caMble JOKTOPa U3 ABOPIIA, YTO MPUCTYKUBAIOT CaMOMY
VimmepaTopy. He u3BonbTe 6€CIIOKOUTLCS, TeHEpas, TOJIbKO OeperuTe CBOE 30PoBbe. f 3Ha, 4TO
menath — s o0ecrevy Balny 6e30mMacHOCTh, TaKoBa BoIsi iMnepartopa, — oH moMor KO3 UHBSHY
yJe4bCsl, TOOOTKHYJI OfESI0 U IIOYTUTEIBHO 3aMep PSIAOoM.

— Kak TonbKo BeI cnernu, UMmnepaTop u3gan yKas: IOCKOJIbKY BRISICHUIOCH, UTO BBl 3aflePXKaJIUCh,
IIOMOTasi CTPOUTENLCTBY Ha T'PaHUIlEe, Balll IIOCT 3a BaMU COXpaHEH. 2KIEM JUIIb BaIIero
BBI3JOPOBJIEHUS, YTOOHI BBl MOTJIM IIPUUTU KO IBOPY U mobaromaputhk Ero BenuyecTtBo, —
npopoiKan Bemats JIu [{ioansimyHs. O3 UHBSH Mon4ar, 6e3:KU3HEHHO TS B IIOTOJIOK, a Koraa
YCIBILIAJ O BOCCTAHOBJIEHUY B JOJI2KHOCTH, [aXKe 3aKpPHLJI I'1a3a.

JIn Ll10aHbLIYHD MTOHSJI, YTO FeHepas O0JIbllle He KejlaeT ero CIyImaTh, ¥ MOT4a yIaIuiIcs.
[TpocnyxuB MepaTopy naTHAALATH JIET ¥ ceMb JieT o01masich ¢ 03 MHBSIHOM, OH 3Hal: 3TH IBOE —
3akyATHe Bparu. Ecnu OB Takasi cTpacTh, Kakyio MMrepaTop nuTas K reHepaiy, Oblla HallpaBieHa
Ha KaKy-HuOy[ab HaJI0XKHUILY, Bce Obl 3aBU0BAIM, UMK eCU Obl reHepasl OBl KEeHITUHOK... YBH, 00a
OBLTH TOPHHI ¥ YIPSMEL, a iMmepaTop BEn cebsi ¢ TeHepaoM KakK Kalpu3HBN PeOEHOK, B UTOTe OHU
o0a Oblyi M3paHeHHl. B Te gHU, Korma reHepan Obt 6e3 co3HaHus, iMmepaTop Bo OBOPILIE OCYHYJICS,
HO M3-3a ITPaBUJI He MOT ITOKMHYTh ITOKOM, MHA4e MaBHO pa3HEC ObI BCE TOMECThe TeHepaia.

Brpouem, TonpKo psigoM ¢ FO3 MHbsHOM MMmepaTop BEN ce0st Kak AUTS, a CO BCEMU OCTaIbHBIMH. ..
Jy4Ille ¥ He BCIIOMUHATh.



)%k

Pa3 Umnepatop Benen KO3 UHBAHY IONPaBIATh 3OPOBLE OMA, IpeXkae YeM IIPUXOAUTh C
6marogapHoCThio, O3 MHBSH He cTas criopuThk. [IycTsIKOBOe HeOMOTaHKe, BEI3BAHHOE
PacCTPOMCTBOM XKeJIygKa U IepeyToMJIeHrueM, PacTSHYJIOCh Ha ITOIMecsIa, IpeXae 4eM OH CHOBa
HayvaJl IIocelaTh yTpeHHNe ayIueHIuNU.

Bcé ato BpeMs MiMmepaTop BO ABOPIlE efiBa He CHOCHUJI KPHIIIY OT HeTepIieHus, To 003kiBast O3
VubsaHa cob6akoy, TO MPOKINHAS ero IMOCIeJHUMU CJI0BaMU, KOTOpPhHIE BEIYYUII €III€ B IETCTBE Ha
TOPOLCKUX yIUIax.

JIn LIioaHbIIYHb TOIHKO POOKO IOANAaKMBall, BCE Yallle HaBebIBasICh B IOMECThe TeHepasia, HO
KaXK[Iblil pa3 IoJTydajl 0TKa3: TO «TEJI0 eIll€ JIOMUT», TO «3KeIyAOK PacCTpoeH, paboTaTh He MOry». U
TIOTOPOIUTE OBIJIO HENTb3sI, ¥ He CIIPAIlUBATh HENIb3sS — €BHYX OKA3hIBAJICS MEX [IBYX OTHEH.

Korpa FO3 MHBAH HaKOHELl Hayasl XOOUTh Ha CTyxk0y, UX BpaXKia BCIILIXHYJIa C HOBOM CUJIOMH.
WmnepaTop Ha KaX[Io# ayoueHIIMN HaX0qus cIoco0 IOOKOIOTE TeHepasa, TokKa Opyrie CAaHOBHUKU
IoKJafgbeiBanu o gefnax. K03 MabsaH nubo UTHOPXUPOBA 9T0, 100 0TBeYas C SIOOBUTOH JII00e3HOCTEIO,
BCTaBJISISl B CBOM PEUU OCTPHIe, KaK KMHXKAJIbI, BhIIaAHl, oBoAs MMiepaTopa fo 6arpoBOTro Juiia.

Bupst HanmpsixKeHUe MeXOy HUMHU, OPyrue YNHOBHUKY OOSITUCEH U CJIOBA TPOPOHUTD, CTApasiCh
MOKJIadbIBaTh KaK MOXKHO KOpode, YTOOHI He TI0TacCTh IO TOPSIUyI0 PYKY. B mylile 0HM BOCXUIIAIUCH
05 ubsiHOM: HEIHEITHUY MOHApPX, B3OLIEAINY Ha TPOH B CEMHAAATh JIET U IPAaBUBIINYI yXKe TPU
rofa, OB HEBEPOSITHO CBOEHPABEH, U HUKTO, KpoMe KO3 MHbsIHA, He OCMENUBAJICS TaK OTKPHITO
IIPOTUBOCTOSATh €MY B TDOHHOM 3aJle.

Ho K05 MHbsH 3HaI, 4TO IPUYMHA €ro IIOBeleHNs He B Kallpu3ax MMIlepaTopa uix JoJre nepeq
cTpaHou. C TOro caMoro gHs, Kak OH 3all0f03puJl, 4To XyH {0 ero nepeopesasna, ero Tep3aia
TpeBOra: B MUpe HeT TalHBl, KOTOPYI0 MOXKHO B€YHO CKPBIBATh IIOM IIOKPOBOM HOUYM. PaHO unu
IIO3MHO BCE BHIUIET HAPYXKY.

HmnepaTop He 60SIJICS CIIJIETEH — Y MPOIIIOr0 MOHapXa ToXKe OblTH (aBOPUTH-MYXKUYKUHEL. Ho cam
}03 UuraH He Mor cebe 3TOro M03BOJIUTH!

OH OBIJT ITOJIKOBOMIIEM, BEYIIUM BOMCKA, @ HE HEXKHBIM MYXKYHMHOM, TOPTYIOIIUM CBoel KpacoToi! K
TOMY e, TO, Kak MiMmepaTop o6paliascsi ¢ HUM... 3TO HeJlb3s1 ObIJI0O Ha3BaTh OTHOIIEHUSIMU C
HaJIoXKHUKOM. Korfa mpunéet Bpemsi, MiMrepaTtop CTPSAXHET ¢ ce6si BCE OOHUM IBUKEHUEM PyKaBa,
0CTaBasICh BEJIUKUM IIpaBuTesieM, a KOs MHBSH 0KaXkeTCs OMO30PEeHHBIM Ha BCIO XXKU3Hb, U JIIOIU
OymyT yKa3hIBaTh Ha HETO MaJIbIIeM, CTaBs 101 COMHEHNEe BCe eT0 3aCJIyTH: Yero OHU CTOST —
nobectu Ha mose 6051 UM MUJIOCTEN Ha JI0XKe?

XoTst o[ BNacThio MIMIepaTopa OH MOT CMHPHUTHCS C POJIbIO COOAKH, HO, CTOSI BO TJIaBe BOWCK, OH
00s13aH OBIIT OCTABAThCS MYXKUYUHOM! MyKYMHOM, CIIOCOOHKEIM B OMUHOYKY OCTAHOBUTH THICSYH
BOMHOB, TBEP/LIM, KaK cKajla! BoeHHEIe TOXO/b! OBLUTH /IS HET0 He HHCTPYMEeHTOM mobera oT
MMmepaTopa, a Crioco60oM oKa3aTh caMoMy cebe CBOIO 3HaYMMOCTh. COJIIATH IO €T0 HavyaioM



OBLIM He TeIIKaMu, a ero OIopoi!

KOs VHbBsH OB B CMATEHHUM: YeM OOJIbIe OH X0Tell c6exkaTh, TeM CHJIbHee pa3gpaxaics. OH OblT
Oeccumew...

[Tocne yrpenne#t ayaueHuuy K03 MHBSIH TONBKO MIEPECTYIINII IIOPOT IIOMECThsI, KakK K HeMy Impudexkan
CJIyTa ero OTIla: CTaphle POJUTENIH IIPOCUIIA €T0 IIPUexXaTh. YCTaJIbli MMOCyIe Mepemnanky ¢
HiMmiepaTopoM, MEUYTABIIUN JIUIIb O TOM, YTOOK He IMPUTBOPSTLECS CHIBHEIM, FO3 MHBSIH OBINT
BBIHYKIEH coOpaTh IIOC/IeHUE CHJIBL ¥ OTIIPABUTHCS B IOM OTIIa, PACIIOIOKEHHBIN Yepe3 TP YIIULIbL.

— VHbsH, TH yKe He MaJbuMK, He [Topa JI YCTPOUTh CBOIO XKU3HB? — 0e3 0OMHSIKOB Haydasl OTel], Kak
TOJIBKO YBUZEJ CHIHA.

— ... — 092 MubsH oHEMeETI, He 0KHuasi, 4YTo popuTein BEI3OBYT €0 padu 3TOrO.

— Trl 3Haeb, YTO THI HAIll €MUHCTBEHHBIM ChHIH. MBI CTapeeM, U Tellepb, KOTrfa Thl JOOUIICS ycIiexa,
MBI MeYTaeM JIUIIL 0 TOM, YTOOH IIOHSHYUTL BHYKOB. PaHbIlle TH CCHUIANCS Ha My2KCKOU [OT Iiepef
CTPaHOM, 0TKa3kIBasiCh OT OpaKOB, HO BeOhb TH caM IpuBe3 3Ty XyH fAo! Teneps-To TeOe HEUEro
CKas3aTh! — OTell pelluy: pa3 ChH He JII0OUT [eByIIeK U3 3HAaTHHIX CeMel, yCTh OyfeT TakK, KaK OH
X04er.

— BepHo, ceiHOK. MBI Buenu 3Ty XyH f0: MyCTh IPOUCXO0XKIeHNEe e€ HeU3BECTHO, HO OHA
NOKJIafKcTas. B Te {HU, Korga TH 60Jies], OHa TaK XOpOIIo 3a ToOO0M yXxaxkKKBaia, YTO 5, TBOS MaTh,
IIPOHUKJIACh K Hell CUMIIaTHel, — MaTh PacCIlIbIIach B y/IbIOKE, BCIIOMUHAS MOYTUTEIBHOCTh XyH fo.

— Orery, MaTh... — Korfia oH 3abupain XyH fo ¢ cobol, oH gyman o TOM, YTOOH AaTh ei uMs, HO
ceryac... ceifyac OH He OBIT YBEPEH, YTO CMOXKET IIPUHATH XKEHINUHY, Jaxke eciau 9To XyH fo.

Kaxneiii 6TM3KUN YeJIoBEeK PSIOM YBeIU4YUBall PUCK pa3obimauenusi. Celdac OH eIré MOT HauTH
OTpaBHaHusi, YTOOK OTCTPAHUTHLCS OT HEE, HO Mmociie cBagsOel? Kak OH CMOXKET 00HHMATh CBOIO JKEHY,
uMes Ha TeJle CJIeIObl TF000BHHIX yTeX?

— Pemteno, cBagsbe ObITE. IT0CKONIBKY OHa M3 IIPOCTHIX, BO3BMEIIL €€ HanmoxHunei! B nome B
1ocjiegHee BpeMsi CJIMIIKOM MHOTO MpakKa, caMoe BpeMsi pa30aBUThL ero PafoCTHEIM COOBITHEM! —
OTeIl MPOUTHOPUPOBAJ CMYIIeHNE ChIHA U MIPUHSIT PEIeHHE.

)%k

BecTb 0 mpepcTosiiieM OpakocoyeTaHuH B KiaHe K03 MIHOBEHHO pa3JieTesiachk 10 ropony. BanusH
3a0ypiui, a MHOTHE [AEeBYIIKY 3aJIUIACh TOPHKUMHU CJIe3aMU.

KO3 ViHbsAH CaBUIICS BOEHHBIME IIOOBUTAMH, OBIST CTAaTEH, TOYTUTENIEH K PONUTENISIM U II0JTb30BaJICS
noBepueM MmmepaTtopa... C Tex mop Kak OH CTajl B3POCIIBIM, B IOM T'eHepasia MIPUXOAUIIO CTOJIHKO



CBATOB, 4YTO IIOpOT I/ICTépCSI, HO HMKTO M3 3HATHHIX 0C00 €My He IIPUTJIAHYJICA. nu TEeIIepPh, KOTrda OH
penini B34Th HAaJIOZKHHUITY, €10 OKa3aJlaCh 6e3p011Ha${ OeBHIIa C CeBepa.

Jlrogu HavYanu IIPUAOYMEBIBATD HGGBIJ'[I/ILIBI, Hapgeydsda 3TOT 6paK COMHHUTEJIBHEIMH KPaCKaMH.

— Ilo3ppasnsio Bac, reHepan F)s. ITocne3aBTpa Balll CYaCT/IUBHY OeHb, BEPHO?

— Brnaropgapto, 61arogapio.

— ToBOpSAT, HEBeCTa — MKCaHas KpacaBUIla. BUmuMo, OOEYHbIE I[BETH HE MOTJIH IPUBIIEYH B30P
HAIIero reHepania.

— O6st3aTeNnbHO MPUAY Ha CBagh0y, HaleoCh, BHI MOKaXKeTe HaM CBOIO M30pAHHUITy, Xa-Xa!

Kaxk TonbKO 3aKOHYMIIaCh YTPEHHASA ayAUueHINs, Tojna okpyxkuna K03 MHbsAHA, ochnas ero
TI0XKeJTaHUSMU [ONTOJIeTUSI ¥ BeUHO /100BU. [ToHayasy OH IbITAJICS OTBeYaTh BEXKJIMBO ¥ 3aKOHYUTH
PasroBop, HO JI0fiell CTaHOBUJIOCH BCE OOJIbIIE, M BCKOPE OH MOT JIMIIL CTOSITh C IPUKJIEeHHOU
IOeXKYPHOU yIBIOKOM, TOPBKO YCMeXasiCh IMIpo ceds.

Hapgetocs, xyxke yxe He Oymer.

Ho, oueBHUHO, BCE TIOIIIO He TI0 IIaHy. YeI0BeK, CTOSIIINI B TEHH 3a KOJIOHHAMH 3ajia, C TaKou
CHJIO¥H CcXKaJl KyJTaKM, YTO TOTOB ObT OPOCUTHCS Bepén u moBanuTh K03 MHbsSHA Ha 1071, YTOOH B3STh
ero IpsIMO 3[IeCh, Ha rjlasax y Bcex!

— Wwmmnepatop... — JIu LoaHbllyHE ApOXKa, cTos psagoM. OH ciyxun Ero BennyecTBy nsiTHapuaTh
JIeT, HO BIIEPBhHIE BUJEJI €T0 TAKUM pa3bsIpPEHHEIM — IJla3a MMmeparTopa mno3efieHenu oT rHeBa. [laxke
KOTJla MPOU30IIJIa Ta UCTOPUS C HaymoxHu1el LluH, oH He Obl Tak B36ewe ... [eHepan F03, Ha 3TOT
pas s mpaBha He CMOT'Y BaM IIOMOYb, MOJIUTECH 0 cobcTBeHHOM Oe3omacHocTu! Korga MMmepaTop ¢
XpyCTOM pa3faBui HepUTOBOE KOJBIO Ha nanslle, y JIu [joanbpiyHs He XBaTUIIO OyXy CKa3aTh XOThb
CJI0BO.

— OtnpasnseMcs BO gBopel! — MMIiepaTop B3MaxHyJl pyKaBOM U 3alliarai npoyb, ocTaBus K03
VirBsHA CTOATH NOM NANAIIKUM COJIHIIEM B TOJIIIE.

Xopoi KO3 Uaban! [Tocmen y HEro 3a CIMHOK HaALIENIUTh eMy Takue pora! HeyxKemny OH He 3HAET, KTO
OH Takou? ETo 4enoBek, maxke eClid OH ero Korga-HuOynb BEIOPOCUT, He UMeeT MpaBa JIOKUTHCS B
nocTesb K gpyrum! XoueT xkeHuThCA? He Tak O6nICcTpO!

— l'enepan 03, MMmnepaTop BLI3BIBAET BaC, CIENyHUTe 3a MHOM, — Ha CIIEAYIOLIUN JeHb [I0CTIe
aynuennuu JIu [ioaHbiryHs BTaiiHe oTBneK K03 UHBsHa.



— Bepute, eBuyx JIu, — KO3 MHBsAH mocTaparsncs B3siTh ce0s B pyku. OH 3Han, uto MMnepaTop He
MOXKeT He 3HaTh 0 CBafib0e, HO KaK OH OTpearupyet? YIPEeKHET, YTO He IOMPOCUIT ITO3BOJICHUS, UITH
II030PaBUT, BHOBb 3asIBUB IIpaBa Ha HEro?

OH nuuIs He oXupan, yTto Mmmnepatop 6ymeT HaCTOIbKO B30EIIEH.

Korpga ero mpuBenu B 3an YaosiH, rie OH HUKOIIa He ObIBal — B IMYHBIE TOKoM ChiHa HebGa — u ¢
pa3Maxy LIBHIPHYJIM Ha HACTOAIIYI0 UMIIEPAaTOPCKYI0 KpoBaTh, K05 UHBSAH [axke He MOT IIOMBICIIUTE,
YTO C HUM IIOCTYISAT Tak rpyoo.

Yro K, pe0OEHOK BCErfa He BEIHOCHUT, KOTla Y HEer0 OTHUMAIOT UTPYLIKY. [0MKHO OBITh, UMEHHO
II03TOMY Ha OIyCTHBILIEMCS Haf HUM Julle MiMiepaTopa OH YBUEN HEUTO, IOX0XKee Ha «Iedab».
HecMmoTpst Ha HETOBOILCTBO €r0 XXKeCTOKOCThI0, KO3 MHBSH, KOrfa uX Iula OKa3alucCh COBCEM
07113K0, HEPEIIUTENTbHO TIOTHSI PYKY ¥ 00BUJI HANPSIXKEHHYIO 1Iet0 MMmeparopa.

W3nayanbHO OH cobupasics o00UTuCh ¢ 3TuM HebmarogapueiM K03 MubsHOM elfé 6osee XKecToKo, HO
He cMor. Bcé u3-3a TOro, 94To TOT, YEPT €r0 MOJEPH, ITOJIOKUII CBOIO «CBUHYIO HOXKKY» €My Ha ILJIeY0,
Iaxe He CXKUMas e€, He TOBOPS y2Ke 0 TOM, YTOOH IOI[eJI0BATD.

Ho korga pyka atoro mpoknsaToro F0s MHbsIHa KOCHYJIAch €ro, OH B3TJISTHY Ha HETO C TaKUM
MUPHBLIM BHIpazKeHHUeM, KaKOro OH paHbllle HUKOTTa He BUOEI, a OPyras «Jamna» MOMyIPUHYKIEHHO
C3Kajla OTBOPOTHI €70 MMIIEPATOPCKOTO XajaTa... [HeB B €er0 cepille YyIoM MCYe3, OCTABUB JIUIIb
meMsilee YyBCTBO.

[ToaToMy Temephb OH CHAEN Ha Kpal KPOBATH, IS Ha crsiiero F03 MHbsIHA, KOTOPHIH MUPHO
TIocallbiBajl, ¥ ObII TOTOB BOJIOCH Ha cebe pBaTh OT JOCambl!

— HiMmepaTtop, BpeMs No3aHee, He IT03BOJIUTE U pa30yauTh reHepasia, YTOOB Bl CMOTJIM OTOOXHYTh?
— JIu LioaHbInyHb OBIT €AMHCTBEHHEIM, KOMY Pa3pelranock IPUCYTCTBOBATh 3[€Ch, I03TOMY EMY U
IIPUXOOUIIOCH CTYIIATh II0 3TOMY MUHHOMY I10J1t0. MMIiepaTopckoe noxe! [Jaxke uMnepaTtpulia
BocTouHOTO [IBOpIla He MOTJIa JIETKO Ha HEM 3aCHYTh, a TyT reHepasl, KOTOPHIHM TaK pa303/Iuil
HmnepaTtopa, 4TO TOTO faXKe BHITECHUIM C COOCTBEHHOM KPOBATH, & CaM OH CIIUT 0e3 3agHuX Hor!

Ha Hero 6pocunu Kocoy B3rysig... IMnepaTop xKeCcToM IIPUKa3ajl Clief[oBaTh 3a HUM U BHIIIET B
IIPUX0XKYH, ocTaBuB KO3 VHbsHA CIIaTh.

)%k

— Cso IIyHbL3E], KaK TH AyMaellb, g XOPOIIO OTHOIIYCh K reHepany F03? — crnpocun Umnepatop,
OOUMS MO IBEPH.

— HMmMnepaTtop K redepany Hs... 04eHb... Xopoio... — JIu [{oaHblIyHb B3OPOTHYA. KakKo# CTOXKHBIN
BOIIPOC.



— 4 Toxke cymTalo, 4TO X0pouIo... Ho moyemy s Tak XOpOIIO K HEMY OTHOLIYCh? — OTBET OH B
rinyOuHe Oy 3HaJ, HO XOTeJ, YTOOBI KTO-TO APYTo# ero omposepr. YyBcTBa K K03 MUHBSIHY — 3TO
COBCEM He TO, YTO OH XOTeJI Obl UCIIBITHIBATE.

— Himmepatop... — maxe JIu L{ioaHbIIyHb, YUTABIINN MBICIIA MOHapxa KaK OTKPHITYIO KHUTY, HE
HAIIIEJI YTO OTBETUTE.

— OrtBeyait MmHe! — Cs0 [IIyHbII3bI, BUEBIINY UX OTHOIIEHUS OT Hadaja J0 KOHIla, ObLI
eIMHCTBEHHKIM, KTO UMeJI IIpaB0O OTBETUTh. OH caM MOT 4ero-To He moHuMaTh, O3 UHBSH MOT He
0CO3HaBaTh, HO CTOPOHHUM HAOIOOATENb BUIEN BCE SICHEE.

— Himmepatop... mobut reuepana K03, — cobpasmucsk ¢ myxoM, JIu Ll10aHbUTYHb MPOU3HEC CIIOBA,
KOTOPBIE MOTJIM CTOUTH €My T'OJIOBEL.

— ...JT1o6uT... — TaKoe CTPpaHHOE CJIOBO. CeMb JieT Ha3ap OH, KaXKeTcs, YZK€ MCIIEIThIBAJI HEYTO
nomo6HOe, ¥ YeM BCE 3aKOHYUIIOCH?

Tpareguent! Botr Haka3aHNe 3a Takue 4YyBCTBa!

— HimmepaTop, BH COBCeM He No0uTe reHepasna F03! 3To s HaroBOPHII NIUIIHET0, HAaKaXXUTe MeHs! —
YBUOEB OLIEJIOMIEHHBIN B3I MOHapxa, JIu L{foaHbInyHb MOHAT, 4TO Jaxe ecnu MmmepaTop
IIpUKa3biBajl, TOBOPUTL IpaBay He crousio! OH mpuHSIcS OUTh cebs 1Mo ImeKaM.

— Cs0 H_IYHBLIL%I:I, TOBOJIBHO, 4 HE BUHIO Tebs1. ITO g 3acTaBuI TeOS TOBOPHUTE.

— HimmepaTop. — OH Bcerga yreman K03 MabsaHa TeM, uTo MepaTop elne€ pe6EHOK, HO OH omuoCs!
HMnepaTop BEIPOC, CTaB CUJIBHEIM BTallHe OT BCeX. ['N1siad Ha MOHapxa, [le4albHO B3UpamwIlero Ha
UTPy TE€HeU [epeBbeB BO ABope, JIu LroaHbINyHb efBa He 3amakajl. iMinepaTopckue 4yBCTBa BCerga
IPUHOCAT CTpafaHus, a Ero BenuuecTBo... OH U Tak IepeHEC UX HEMAJIO, HO UcKpa o6y K 09
VIHBSAHY BCIIBIXHYJIa BHOBb. XOPOIIIO 3TO UK 1710X0? OH G0JIbIlle HE MOT CYIUTh.

HMIepaTop CMOTPEJI Ha CBOET0 BEPHOT'0 €BHYXa, KOTOPHIH ObIJI C HUM C IISITH JIET, ¥ BUIEJI, YTO JaxKe
OH MOHST: OH mo6uT K03 UHbsHA. Y, cyms o ToMy, Kak OH cebst 3HaJI, JeJI0 3alI0 [aJlbIie
CUMIIATUH... OH BiIroouncs!

— Xopormuro! Pa3 yx g momto6un ero! OH [0MKeH 0CO3HATh, YTO MY IIPUAETCS PUCKHYTH BMECTE CO
MHOM! — cnycTsa gonroe BpeMsa MmmnepaTop riny00Ko B3TOXHYJI U IPOU3HEC 9TU CJIOBA TBEPABIM
ronocoM, obparasch K TyHHOMY Heby.

OH He 3HaJ, YTO IPUHATH pellleHue CHOBA OKYHYThCS B YyBCTBa OyneT jerde, 4eM OH AyMall, a
BO3MOXKHO, OH y2Ke HaBHO JIF0OUTI, IIPOCTO y3HaI 00 3TOM TOJIBKO CETONHS, UIU XKe 3TO ObUIO UMEHHO
TIOTOMY, YTO 3TUM 4ejioBeKoM Ovin FO3 UHBSH...



— Csio lIIyHbL3H], 3aBTPa MOCJIe YTPEHHEN ayOueHIInY Hauau crnoco0l 3apmepxkaTh F0s MubsaHa. f xouy
IIOCMOTPETh, UTO 3@ UyHO-XKEeHIMHa cobupaeTcs 3a Hero 3amyxk! Kak oHa cMeeT oTOMpPaTh Y MEeHS
yenoBeka! — MiMIiepaTop OT SPOCTH UyTh He pPa3mpoOuIT KOCTSIIKY ITajIbIeB, PA3BEPHYJICS U YIIET
o0paTHO B KOMHATY, 4T00OH criath ¢ F0s MHbsSHOM. MiHaue, eCcii OH He YCIIOKOUTCS, Ta XKeHIIHHA
MOXKET He JOXKUTh [0 paccreTa!l

OcTaBImuNcs Ha yiune JIn ]_[IO&HLH.IYHI: MOT JIMIIb COCTAaBUTh KOMIIAHHWIO KOMdpPaM U MyXaM.

Tonbko yTo MMIlepaTop MPOXU3HEC KYTKOE CIIOBO... OH BIoOuics... B IO MubsIHa... MMnepaTop
cKasasn «1060Bb»! JT1060BE! OTO yKe He IPOCTO CUMIIaTHsA... JIulb Obl OHU He pa3Hec/n
MMIIEPATOPCKUY ABOPEI] B IENKH... AMuTabxa!

Ha cnegywomee yrpo FO3 UHBSH He IBUJICS Ha aygueHIuio: MiMIepaTop cpefyu HOYM BOILIEN BO BKYC
1, He oOpalllas BHUMaHUS Ha To, 4To K09 MHBsAH cran 6e3 3aJHUX HOT, CAMOBOJILHO BOCITOIb30BAJICS
¥M... B TaKOM COCTOSTHUY KaK OH BEPHETCS FOTOBUTHLCS K CBafgbOe? A BUepa, 1OoCJie ayoueHIuy, OH He
BEPHYJICS B IIOMECThe U 3a0bIJT OTIIPABUTh BECTOUKY, XYH £0, HaBePHSKA, C yMa CXOOUT, Pa3bICKHUBAs
ero. Hageloch, OH He IOTPEBOXKUII POAUTETIEN.

Topormsch MOKUHYTh ABOPEI], OH ObLIT 3afiepKaH MUHHACTPOM (GHUHAHCOB U €II€ Tapoii YNHOBHUKOB.

— VBupeB, 4TO reHepasia HET Ha CIyxk0e, TOAyMasiu, YTO Bbl TOTOBUTECH K CBagb0e, a BHI,
OKa3BIBAETCs, BCE eIlé BO ABOpIIE... — TPOe-4eTBepO YeJI0BeK Hadasld JOHUMATh €r0 PaCcCIPOCaAMH,
K03 MubsH enBa He cOexkall OT HUX.

Korpma oH HakoHeIl 0CBOOOAMIICS, [0 TOJIYOHS 0CTaBaloCh COBCEM HEMHOTO. YBUIEB
npuOIUKAIOUIETOCSI CTAPOro IIpeMbep-MuUHUCTPa, F09 MHBSIH efiBa He ITOYEpHEe OT I'HeBa.

3aTeM y IBOPIIOBEIX BOPOT €0 IEPEXBATUIM CITYTH 0T, TPpeOys, 4TOOb OH HEMEJIEHHO OTIIPaBUII
XyH 4o B JoM cTaporo reHepasna, 4ToOHl 3aBTpa OTTYMa BhIaTh e€ 3aMmyxk. Korma 03 VubsiH
nobGpasics 10 CBOEro MOMECThs, yKe ObUI MONIAeHb. BHITTIIHYI0 SpKOe COJIHIlE, HO Ha €ro
TIOflaBJIEHHOE HACTPOEHME 3TO HUKAK HEe MOBIIHSIIO.

Y BOpOT yKe BUCeNH KpacHbie (hoHapH, Ha [ABepsX ObIIKM HAKIeeHH Ipa3gHUYHbIe HePOTIUdEI, HO B
cepaue FOs UubsiHa He 6bI7I0 HUKAKOW pamocT. HampoTuBs, Ka3amock, UTO OH MOTA B elrné 6ojee
r1y0OKYIO JIOBYLIKY, U3 KOTOPOH yKe HUKOTMIa He BHIOPAThCS.

[Ipoiigs yepe3 KOPUOOPH, el He [0S 0O TJIaBHOTO OBOPA, OH IIOYYBCTBOBAJ HEJIafHOE.

ITo noruke, B 3TO BpeMsi B IIOMECThE OOJIZKHa OBllIa KATIETh pa60Ta, HO BOKDPYT HE OBLIIO HU OyIlin, B
JOMe CTOsJIa HeeCTeCTBEHHAas THIINHA.

K03 ViHbsH HaXMyPHUIICS, HO He OCTAHOBUJICS, HAIIPABJISSCh B CTOPOHY I'JIaBHOTO 3asa.



Tam atMocgepa Oblta maBsIel, TOCTH U X03sieBa CUIE U, IOMKBAs Yak, HO YeJI0BeK, CUIOEeBIINN Ha
IIOYETHOM MECTe, He JOJIXKeH OB 31leCh HaXOMUThCS.

— locnnogus. — YBupes Bomepmero K03 UebsaHa, XyH fo, 10 cMepTH HanyraHHass MpayHbIM
MYKYMHOM, CUIEBIINM B 3ajie, Opocuiiack K HeMy Kak K CIlaCeHHIo.

— CHauarsa yxonu, — eMy OBUIO XaJlb €€: Jake CaHOBHUKY, CULSIINe B 3ajie, OJlefHeNU IIPU BULe
3TOr'0 YeJI0BeKa, YTO YK FOBOPUTH 0 XyH fo.

— He no3Bomio! ... s mpumén nocMmoTpeTs Ha Heé! OctaBb e€! — ChiH Heba, cugeBIIMil Ha TIaBHOM
MeCTe B CKDOMHOM XaJjlaTe, He CKPHIBAJI CBOETO BIaCTHOT'O NaBJIEHUS.

XyH fo, yXKe coenaBilas IIar K BEIXOAY, 3aMepiia 4 orisHynack Ha 03 Uubsana. [1o npasunam,
HeBeCTa He [0JIKHa IT0Ka3kIBaThCS TOCTSIM [0 CBaibOLI, OHA BHIIIIA JIUIIH IIOTOMY, YTO TOCIOAWHA
Ionro He ObITIO IOMa, a BCTpedaTh ObIJI0 HEKOMY.

— K uemy u3pmeBaThCs Hafl XKeHIMKUHON? THI Belb IPUIIEN He 3a Hell, — pa3 yXK CeronHs 30ech OblI He
Vimmepatop, a npocTto TupaH, K03 UHBIHY He HYyKHO OBIII0 COOMIONaTh STUKET ¥ MYYUTh Ce0s
IBOPIIOBEIMU 1I€PEMOHUSIMH.

— KoHeuHo, He 3a Hell. Pa3 yX ThHI B4epa IIPOBENI HOUb Y MeHs, K Y4eMy MHE IIPUXOOUTh CETONHA? —
HiMnepaTop B35J1 YAILIKY Yasd ¥ HEBO3MYTUMO OTIIHIIL.

— Torma THI BoOO1IE He momKeH OblT mpuxonuTh! — K09 MHBSIH MOBBICUTT T'OJIOC M3-3a €T0
IBYCMBICTIEHHOTO HaMéKa. OH He HOoJzKeH ObUI IIPUXOOUTD, @ pa3 MPUIIENT — 3HaJ, YTO MOXKHO
TOBOPHUTD, @ UTO HET, U OH OTHECETCS K HEMY C ITIOYTEHHEM; HO OH He JI0KeH ObIJI, OTOPOCHUB CTATyC
NmmepaTopa, HacMexaTbCsA Hal HUM!

— Tl XKeHUIIbCS, KaK XKe s MOT He IIPUMTH 103ApaBUTh? ['0croxka HeBeCTKa, 6010Ch, 5 elllé He
CKa3aJ mo3gpasieHuii, — MmmepaTtop moBepHyICcS K XyH 70 ¢ TaKuM Ipe3peHueM, 4To 3TO 3aMeTHUII
OBl JaXke CJIeIIOHn.

— Huskas CIIy2KdaHKa... He CMe€eT IIPDUHUMATh TaKUE IIOYEeCTH.

XyH flo ¥ paHbllle JOBOOUIOCH BUMIETh 3HATHHIX JTI0fiel ¥ 00IIaThCsA C HUMHU, HO CETOfHS, TSSO Ha
yeJioBeKa, KOTOPHIY Bpofe Okl BeJl ceOst TpefeibHO BEXIIUBO, OHa 06e3 BCIKOM BUIUMOM ITPUYUHEI
WCIILITHIBAJIA IefeHdamui ykac! OgHaKO 9TOr0 YejoBeKa Hellb3s ObII0 0CKOPOIIATE, a M OTHOIIEHUS
ero C TOCIIOIMHOM, Cy[s II0 BceMy, ObITM BechMa OlM3KUMU. Buepa rocrogus He BEPHYJICS HOMOM, U
BeCb 0COOHSIK BMECTe CO BCEM T'OPOAOM COUJICS C HOT B €T0 IIOMCKY, a 3TOT CaMblil UeJI0BEK 3asBUII,
YTO TIPOIIJION HOUbI0 TOCTIONUH OBII ¥ HeTo... Ecrii oHU He Opy3bs, He Bparu Jid OHU 4acoM?

— A g-To myMmar, 4To 3a Yy[o O TPeX TOJI0BaX M IIeCTH pyKaX Iepemo MHOM! A 0Ka3kIBAeTCs, BCETO
JIUIIb fellleBKa u3 6oppensi!



MMrepaTop MOCTaBUII Ha CTOJI MTHAJTY C YaeM, KOTOPYI0 eMy TOJIbKO YTO mogHeca XyH 0, HO KOO
He yIepzXKall ee — MUaja C TPOMKMM 3BOHOM PYXHYJla Ha II0JI, Pa3JIeTeBIINCh Ha THICIYU OCKOJIKOB,
YCHITTABIIKUX BECh HACTHIL.

Or 3ByKa pasbuBarolelics nuansl XyH Jo0 B3gporuaysna BceM TenoM. CrioBa 3TOr0 YyesioBeKa pa3uii,
CJIOBHO OCTDPBIE HOXKY, IIOJIOCYS ee Cepflle B CAMBIX YI3BUMBIX MecTax!

— Bam... Bama cBeTnocTs, mpoity Bac yutu, — nuno KOs MabsAHA noTeMHeno oT rHeBa. OH 3aCIOHUT
co6oit XyH flo, y KoTopo} yxKe 6e33By4YHO KaTUJIUCH II0 IleKaM CJie3hl, laxke He I0I03peBasi, iTo B
rima3ax MmmepaTopa 9TOT XKeCT JUIIb MOAIUA Macja B oroHb. C KaKOU CTaTu 9TOT YeIOBEK SBUJICS B
ero 0COOHSIK 3a IeHb 00 CBaAbObl, YTOOH YHUXKATH ero HeBeCTy! Jlaxke eC/iy B MMOCTENIH OH OB
TIOCIIyIIIeH, KaK co0aka, 9To elle He 3HAYUT, YTO B COOCTBEHHOM [IOMe OH He MMeeT ITpaBa 0CTABaThCS
YyeJI0BeKoM!

— W 410 B HEH TAaKOro XOpoIero? Ymeert yroxmaTh Tebe B moctenu? — MMmepaTop Cy3us riasa, ¢
YT'PO30¥ TTISAAs Ha passirphiBaromumx apamy 03 UuabsaHa u XyH fo.

— IIpoury Bac yitu! — KO3 UHBSIH MaccupoBasl pacKajblBaloiuecs oT 007X BUCKH, HO HE MOT
CKa3aTh HUYero Apyroro. OH u Tak ObIJI OCTaTOYHO HeCcYacTeH, TaK Heyxkenu MMnepaTop OOXKEeH
cIoenaTh HECUYACTHOU elrle U XyH f0?

— Bowumbcs, 4TO MIOAM Y3HAIOT, HAa KAKOU IIII0XE Thl XKEHUIIbCSA? BOUIIBCS, YTO BCE PABHO
XeHubcsa! — MMnepatop NogHANCS ¢ MecTa, nopouren K FO03 MHbAHY U 3arnsHysn eMy IpsSMo B
rnasa. YTo xopoimero B 9Tou 6abe, KOToOpas YMeeT JIUIIb PSATaThCA 3a YyKO0U CIUHOU U M1aKaTh! U
panu Hee OH IepP3HYJI IepedyuTh eMy!

— Barmra cBeT0CTB, 3a4eM BB CETOHS BO0OIIIe moxasoBanu coga? Yto Obl BEI HM IpuKa3anu, F0a
WHDBSH HEIIPEMEHHO UCIIOTHUT.

Heyxenu 06s13aTeIbHO JOBOIUTD €T0 10 CAMOro npefena? Pa3Be 0CTamoCh XOTh YTO-TO U3 TOT'0, YETO
TOT XOTEJI ¥ YeTro OH elre He oTHan? 3aueM Ke 3aTOHSATh €r0 B YTOJI, JIUIIas OCIeIHEero nyTH
OTCTYIIJIEHUS, IOMaTh ¥ CBOOUTE C yMa? Kakast OT 3TOTr0 MOXKeT OBITh I10J1b3a?

— Xopo110, THl CaM 3TO CKa3ajl. 3aBTPaAIlHIO CBafAb0y 0OTMEeHUTh! — MiMmepaTop ¢ ynbi0KoM
nocMmotpen Ha FO3 MiubsHa. Pa3Be He nydine Ob1JI0 TPUATH K TaKOMY ITOHMMaHUIO paHbine? Torga
eMy He TIPUIUIoCh OB 6pocaThCsl CTOML PE3KUMU CJIOBaMU. Pa3yMeeTcst, 3TOM XKeHIIKUHe OobIiie
HeJIb35 0CTaBaThCS PSIOOM C HUM!
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