B 6eckpaitHeM ecy BHE3aITHO IT0Ka3aliCsl BEJIMKONENHEIY KOHb. [IlepcTh y Hero Oblfla yTOIbHO-
YEepPHOMH, U JIMIIb Ha KOmbITax Oejiesa mepcTka, OYOTO OH CTYIas IO CHErY, 3a YTO ero ¥ IIPOo3BaJiu
Tac1o3.

Tacros Myascs o TpaBe, a B pOCKOIIIHOM CefjIe Ha ero CIMHe BOoCcCeaaa MyXK4YrHa C JJIUHHBIMU
KPaCHLIMU BOJIOCAMHU, pa3BeBAIOIIUMUCS Ha BeTpy. [1og I'yCThHIME, CIIOBHO Meul, OPOBSIMU CBEPKaJIU
BJIaCTHBIE 3Be3[HbIe 04H, a 00JlaueH OH ObUT B JOOPOTHYIO, HO HE JTUIIEHHYI0 apUCTOKPATUYECKOT0
JIOCKa OfleKMy IJIs1 BEPXOBOX €3[bl. DTUM UeJIoBeKOM 0wl npaBuTenb ['ocymapcTBa Cuniyan — JIyH
CroaHs.

— Bame BenuuectBo! Kaxertcst, TaM 4T0-T0 ecTh! — 2KaHb 1133H, ciyra, exaBliuii BepXoM Ha
MaJIEHbKOM OCJIMKe, YKa3asl Ha KyCTHl HEelOJasIeKy.

Jlyn CroaHb KMBHYJI U TYT JXe HaATSHYJI IOBOObS, HANIPABNIAACh B Ty CTOPOHY. 3apOCTy ObIIN HE TO
4yTOOB! OONIBIIMMY, HO U He CIIAIIKOM MaJeHbKUMHU, HOXOAUTIN 4eJI0BeKy Kak pa3 o nosica. O
TIOOHAJI JIYK, LIEJIsACh B...

Yro-To OBITTO He TaK. OOBEKT Bpofe Ovl OB, HO HE ITOfaBasl MPU3HAKOB XKU3HU.

OponeBaeMEl COMHEHUSIMHA, OH OIIYCTHIJI JIYK, CIIEHIIUJICA U IIOJOIIeNT Onmmxe. PaBJIBI/IHYB BETKH, OH
06Hapy}KI/IH JieZKalllero 4eJjlIoOBeKa.

9TOT 4esIoBEK IMOKa3alcCs eMmy 0o 06onu 3HAKOMBIM. HeT, oH IIpeKpacCHO 3HaJl €ero, Beab BCEro
HECKOJIbKO HOYel Ha3al OH caM I/ICTPGGI/IH BeCh €T0 pOJI! B Ty HOYb OH H€ HallleJI €TI0 TeJjla U PEIInJI,
yTOo TOT cOexkan. Kak e OH 0Ka3aJscs 3[ech?

— K-KaK KT0-TO MOT NOTEPSTh CO3HAHNUE B UMIIEPAaTOPCKUX OXOTHUYBUX yroabsix? — 2Kaub 1[39H,
TIOCJIEIOBABINKY 3a HUM, C YOUBIIEHNEM YCTABUIICS Ha JIeKaIlero Ha TpaBe NATHAALATH-
IIeCTHAALIATUIETHETO I0HOIIY, Ybe TeJI0 OBIJIO CIIOIIb MTOKPHITO PaHAMH.

ManbumK, KaxKeTcs, yCIbIIa IyM: ero O0poBY, TOHKKME, KaK MBOBHIE JIUCThS, OPOTHYJIH, HO CaM OH He
OYHYJICS.

— Wb Tr! BanseTcs 3gech, TOMbBKO MemaeTcsa. HemoHATHO, 4TO 3a OUKaph TaKou? Barie
BenuuecTBo, T03BOJIbTE MHE NTPUKa3aTh CIyraM BEIOPOCHTH €T0 IIPoyub! — 3aMCKUBAOIIE MTPOJIeneTan
2Kans 1I33H, neiTasch yroguTh X03suHy. OpHako JIye CioaHb poMoJTdal, UL OpOCU Ha HeTro
TesSHOM B3TJISA, U CIIyTa Cpa3y IMOHSJ, YTO COONITHYII JIUILIHEE.

Jlyn CroaHb THXO IIOMOLIETI K IOHOIIE U, 3Has OTBET, CIIPOCUIL:

— Pa3Be oH He KaxeTca Te0e 3HAaKOMEIM?

2Kans 1331 Ha HbIIoYKax IPUOIU3UIICS, @ 3aTEM BAPYT BOCKJIMKHYI:



— Oit! [la Bedp 9TO XKe MJIaAllINy ChIH reHepana Mo!

JIyn CroaHb HEMHOI'0 ITIOAyMaJl ¥ IIPOU3HEC:
— 2XKans 1139H, 0THeCHu ero B rOCTEBOM 3aJl... HET, 0TBe3U ero Bo [IBopel; CroaHbblOaHb, TAM €TI0

BEIJI€YAT.

XKanp 11391 ocTonberen. [IBopel] CloaHbbl0aHh — 9TO XK€ JTHYHBIE ITIOKOU rocymapsi! PasBe MoxeT
KAKOH-TO TaM CHIH TeHepaJia BOUTH B CTOJIb CBSIIEHHOE MecTo? OH yKe X0Tes ObIJI0 HayaTh
OTTrOBAapHBaTh UMIIEPATOPa, HO, BCTPETHUB €T0 XOJIOMHEIN B3TJISA/I, TOKOPHO MPUHSJICS UCIOIHATh
IIPUKA3.

— 3anomuu! Jleun ero o Tex 1op, MOKa Ha Tejle He OCTAHeTCS HU eOUHOTO Ipamal

— Crymratocs, Baiie Bemu4ecTBo, s HEMeOJIEHHO TPUCTYILIIO.

[TpoBOHUB B3TJISIIOM HOCUJIKM, Ha KOTOPHIX YHOCHIH I0HOITY, JIyH Cl0aHb MOTTIAgUI YePHYIO MIEPCTh

Tactos u mpobopmoTan cebe mom HOC:

— Ilouemy Mo HOaHb OKa3asncs 3qech?

[MpunsB peinenue, JIyH CiloaHb BCKOUMII B CEIJI0 ¥ CTPEMHUTEIIBHO IIOMYasicsi 00paTHO BO OBOPEII.

Bo cHe Banb FOaHbCUHD XMYPHUJIICS — TEJI0 CIIOBHO CBEDPJIUIHN THICSYM HAaCEKOMBIX, OBIIIO HEBEIHOCHMO
6onbHO. OH IHITAJICS OTKPHITH I'JIa3a, HO CHUJI He XBaTaio. 3aTo Ha 10y OH OIMyTHII TPOXJIamy —
IOXKHO OBITH, 32 HUM KTO-TO yXaxkuBaeT? OT 3TOM MBIC/IM €T0 HaXMypeHHbIe 6POBY HEMHOTO
paccinabuiuch, ¥ OH MOTPY3UICS B JIGBTKUM COH.

B nosny3abbIThe OH, KaXKeTCsl, YCIIbIIIal rooca.

— [ToueMy OH BCe ellle He Mpuiesn B cebs?

— JloknapriBato Batemy BenrdecTBy, paHbl MOJIOAOT0 FOCIIOOMHA MO ITOTHOCTBIO 3aXKuiu. [lonarato,
CKOPO OH O0YHeTCH, npoiy Baie BennuecTBo IpOsBUTH TepreHue. f yKe paclnopsfuicsa HacyeT
OTBapOB, TOCJIe KaXA0ro IpreMa MUY 110 Yallle — Yyepe3 Mecsll OH OyieT 3[[0p0B, — CKJIOHUBIIUCH
B IIOKJIOHE, ITIOYTUTEJILHO OTBETUJI CTapBII;I JIeKapsk.

— ...Xopo1110, MoXeIlb UATH. Ec/Iu moHamoOUIbCs, ST BEJTI0 T03BaTh.
— Cnywarocs.
Korpa nekaps yiiesn, UMIIepaTop 0TOCan IpoYb BCeX CIIyKaHOK ¥ €BHYXOB. B KOMHaTe CTano mycTo,

1 OH, IIPABUTEJIb 1eJion CTPaHEI, CaM IIOOOOBHUHYII CTYJI K KPOBATH, JOXKHNUOAACh, IIOKaA JIexKamu Ha
OPaKOHBEM JIOZKE YEJIOBEK OTKPOET I'Jla3a.

CHYCTH YeTBEepPTh YacCa Boanp OanbcuHBb HAKOHEII ITepeCTall COIIPOTUBIIATECA CHY XU MEOJIEHHO



Pa30MKHYIJI BEKH...

— Ounynca?

9T0 OB TOT caMblll Tonoc. OH TOYHO 3HAJI, YTO He MIPUHAJIEXKUT HUKOMY U3 €T0 3HAKOMBIX, BE[b OH
BIIEPBBIE CIIBILIAT CTOJIb TIIYOOKMH, OapXaTHbIM TeMOp — [JIs HEeTo OH 3By4all Kak My3hKa HeOec.

OH pacTepsHHO 00BeJI B3Tr/ISAI0M POCKOIIHBIM ITOTOJIOK, IIHITAsiCh COOOPA3UTh, UTO IIPOUCXOTUT.

— Mo KOanb?

HebGecHbIi TOI0C IT03Bal €ro CHOBA, HO Banbk KDaHbCUHD HE 3HAJ, K KOMY OGp&H.I&IOTCH. OH xoTen
IMepecCrpoCuTh, HO IIepeCcoxIinee ropjio He CIIYIIaJloCh, XU U3aTh 3BYK HE yaaJl0Ch.

On TIepeBeI B3TJIAO U, KOrga 3aTyMaHEeHHaAs IIeJI€HA CIlajia, YBUOEI KICTOYHHK 3BYKa.

[lepen HUM CTOSIJT MyKUMHA, U3/Ty4aloUi BITaCTHOCTh. Ha Buf OH OB Ha HECKOJIBKO JIET CTaplIle.
He Tako# yK B3POCIIbIH, HO B €T0 30JI0TUCTHIX I'Jla3aX YUTAIUCh 3PEJIOCTh U OmbIT. Ha HeM Onlna
ofexkma, Ioxoxkas Ha Ty, 4To Baub KOaHbCUHL BUlEN B KHUTaX U HuibMax 00 UCTOPUU IPEBHETO
Kurasi, Ho Bce XKe WHas — 0OoJiee MJIOTHAS U TSKejas, BUAUMO, B 9TOM CTpaHe ObIIO JOBOIHHO
XOJIOZHO.

JIn1o MyK4YKHBI OBIJIO CTOJIb TPEKPacHBIM, YTO Banb FOaHbCHHD BAPYT IOAyMaJl: Haxke caMble
M3BECTHBIE aPTUCTHL U MOLEJIM MApa MEPKHYT Ha ero oxe. Ho B Mupe HeT uzeana — 3TOMY
COBEPILIEHHOMY YEJIOBEKY He XBATaJI0 OIHOTO: IPYKeETI00us.

OT Hero MCXOOMIIO CTOIBKO BJIACTHOCTH, YTO IIPUOIHKATHCS K HEMY OblsIo cTpaiiHo. Eciu 661 BoHb
KOaubcuHb He OBIT TAKUM OTKPHITHIM, OH OBI, HABEPHOE, CaM He 3aX0TeJl K HEMY ITOIXONUTh.

— ...51 c ToO0# pa3roBapuBalo, OTJIOX, YTO JIU? — MyXKYHMHA, KaXKeTCsi, pa303MuiIcsa. Ero KpacuBhIi
TOJIOC 3By4YaJl C HOTKAMU THEBA.

Banbs FOaHbCUHBL HaXMYPUIICS, IOHUMas, YTO €CJIM Celyac He 3aTOBOPUT, [eJI0 MOXKET KOHUUTHLCS
TIJI0XO.

Cnerka mMpUOTKPHIB T'YObI, OH XPHUIIJIBIM T'OJIOCOM ITPOU3HEC:

— Bopbl... — KTO 3HaeT, CKOJIbKO BPEMEHHU 3TO TeJsio OblJI0 MEPTBO, aXKe 3BYK U3[aTh — IEJI0e

HUCIIbITaHue!

My}K‘-II/IHa, Ha3BaBIIMY ce0s IIpaBUTEJIEM, IIOMPAYHE]I ellle CUJIbHEeEe, HO BCE XKe, IIPOTUB BOJIX, HAJIAJI
4Jalo u 6YKBaJ'IBHO BJIUJI €MY B DOT, M3-3d 9ETO Banab OanbCHHB MOIABUIICS.



— Broporo pa3za He 6yner. 51 Bmagrika ['ocymapcTBa CUHIIyaH, C KAKOH CTATH TOCYAAPIO
TTPUCITY2KHUBATh CHIHY CBOETO MOAJAHHOT0? — ITofIaHHOT0 — elle TafHO, HO 3TO XK€ CHIH TOAJaHHOT0!

Jlyuie 6B BTOPOTO pas3a u Impasfa He Obu10... [IomaBuBIINCE [0 cie3, Baub KOaHbCUHB TAKEIIO0
B3[OXHYJI U CeJl Ha KPOBATH.

— Mo K)aHb, MHe HYKHO TebOsi KOe 0 YeM CIIPOCHUTh, — FHEB MYKYMHE YTHX, ¥ OH 3aTOBOPUII
CIIOKOMHeEe.

HaCTpoeHI/Ie MEHAETCA 6BICTpee, YeM IIepeBOPavYrUBAOTCA CTPAHMITHL...

— 4 He Mo FOaHb... — HaXMypHUBIIKCH, BO3Pa3uJI OH. [IpUUMH [JIT XMYpOT0 Braa OBIIIO ABE: BO-
IIEPBBIX, UMsI, @ BO-BTOPHIX, OH 3aMETHJI, YTO TaM, I'le [OIKHEI OBITh KOPOTKHME YEPHBIE BOJIOCHI,
Telepb KPacyloTCs AIMHHBIE IPSIOX [IBETA BOMHL...

[Toxoxke, B 3TOM MeCTe y BCeX CTpaHHBIU LIBET BOJIOC, Pa3 YK 3TOT IOTPSICEHHBIN IIPaBUTENIb —
PBIKUH.

— HesBo3moxuo! 4 Bugen Mo H0ans. 9To TH, COMHEHUM HeT!

Baup FOaHbCHUHD MUIIB TIIYII0 HAKJIOHUI TOJI0BY HAOOK U cKa3ai To, yero JIyH CioaHb He MOT IIOHSTh:

— M-mM, g morsn! ToT, KOro Thl BUAENT — 3TO MPEXKHUAM X035UH 3TOro Tena, Mo FOaus, a He 1. A
IIOYeMy TeJI0 CMEHUJIO Bllafiesiblia... AyMaio, Mo F0aHs noman B 6eny unu 3a00s1em 1 0Tanl KOHITH,
TaK YTO KaKOU-TO OOT C/Iy4ailHO OT[al 3TO TEJI0 MHE, a TIOTOM ThI CJTy4alHO crac MeHs... M-m!
HaBepHoe, Tak oHO u 6b110. KcTaTH, Kak T€05 30BYT?

Ha n6y Jlyn CroaHs TOSIBUINCEH TP YepHbIe 0JI0CKU. OH COBEPIIEHHO He TOHUMAJl, YTO JIeledeT
3TOT YeJIOBEK, KOTOPHIH [omKeH OblT 6bITE Mo FOaHeM, U JUIIL OIIeIOMIEHHO TIPOU3HEC:

— ...4... Jlyn CwoaHs...

— Kakoe coBnagenue! Mens 30ByT Banb KOaHbCHHD, Hallll UMeHa CKIafgbiBatoTCs B CoaHb-HOaHBb!
Croanb-HOaHb — 3T0 XkKe BTOpoe uMs Kentoro MMnepaTopa U3 OpeBHOCTH, €CJIU S HUYETro He MyTalo!
— Banb FOanbcuns npocusn. OH BCIIOMHUJI, KaK POOUTENIN pacCKa3biBald O IPOUCXO0XKAEHUU 3TOTO
MMEHU — OHM HaJesl/IuCh, YTO OH CTaHET TaKKUM 2Ke BBIJAIOIIUMCS YeJI0BeKOM, KaK 2KeThii
HimnepaTop. Ho ero co6cTBeHHOE Teno OBIIO TaKUM C/1abbIM, YTO OH He Bhlle3as U3 OOJbHULL, He TO
YTO YUUTHCS — OH JIMIIb TPATUJI OEHBIH, KOTOPhIE POOUTENH 3apabaThiBaIu ITOTOM U KPOBBIO.

OT 3TUX MEBIC/IEN €ro Ijla3a HaIlOJIHUIUCH cie3aMu. OH OIYCTUJI IOJIOBY, IBITASICh COePKaTh UX. TOT
Oor ObLJI TpaB — OH HUKOTTIa HE AyMaJl O TOM, YTOOH KHUTh pafii caMoro ce0sl...

— T-THL... 9TO € ToOOM? Tebe mmoxo? 4 mo30By nekaps! — yBumes, 4To Banb KOaHbCHHB OMTyCTHI
rosioBy, JIyH CioaHb pacTepsijics U 3a0BIT fake PO UMIIEPATOPCKOE «SI».



Banw FOaHbCUHB, YCBIIIAB €T0 CI0Ba, IOYYBCTBOBAJI, KaK YHBIHNE UCTapuiaoch. OT ObLION
BJIACTHOCTU MYXKYUHEI He OCTaJIOCh U CJiefla, HallpOTUB, Celyac OH Ka3ajCd TaKUM UCKPEeHHUM U
MUJIBIM!

Yronku ry6 Baub KOaHbCUHS IepHYIUCE B YIIBIOKE, OH TIOOHSII TOJIOBY:

— MHe He 110X0. B mpominoi Ku3Hu S TPUBHIK. [IPOCTO... TO, UTO 5 CKa3all, Thl IOHSI?

— Hep3ocTts! KTo mo3Bonu Tebe Ha3bBaTh MEHS 110 UMEHU? — BHe3anHo Bckpuyas JIyH Cioans. Ho

Banbs KOaHbCUHB TIPEKPACHO IIOHUMAJ: TOT IIPOCTO IIBITAETCS CKPHITh CMYILIeHHe. Y HEro CIUIIKOM
BBICOKasi TOPAOCTh, HABEPHOE, HUKTO yKe OYeHb TaBHO He Ha3hIBaJl €er0 10 UMEHH.

IToxoxKe, OH He IIOHSJI HU CJI0OBa U3 TOTO, YTO OBITIO CKa3aHO paHee. Boanb OanbcuHBb TOPBKO
YCMEXHYIJICA, HE 3Has, KaK 00BSICHUTH BE€IlH, B KOTOPEIE OOBIYHEIN YEJIOBEK HHUKOI'la He IIOBEPHUT.

— IIpoctu... Kak ke MHe Torfia Te0s1 Ha3LIBaTh?

Jlyn CroaHb lepefi HUM pacTepsiyics. 3PesioCTh ¥ PEIIUTENIbHOCTh, KOTOPhIe OH BeIpaOaThIBal €
IeTCTBa, Iepel 3TUM UYeJI0BEKOM 0Ka3aIuCh 0eCIIOJIe3HEI.

— JIyu CioaHb? — BU[S, 4YTO TOT MOJTUYUT, BoaHb FOaHBCHHB IT03BaJl €ro CHOBA.

— ...JX, 30BH Kak xouels. Ceryac BaXHO Jpyroe: noyemy Thl OKa3ajcsd Ha oxore? — JIyH CioaHb
B3[IOXHYJI, PEIIUB IlepeiTu K 6oJjiee cepbe3HOMY BOIIPOCY, KOTOPHIM UHTEPecoBasl ero 60blie BCEro.

Teneps HacTana odyepens Bans KOaHbCHHS TOMATh T'OJIOBY — OH OBI X CaM XOT€JI 3HATh!

— Torpa st 6ymy 3BaTh Te6s1 CioaHb-710! M-M... Ha camMoOM feJie... I ¥ caM He 3Halo, II0YeMy 0Ka3aJiCs B
3THX TBOUX OXOTHUYBMX YTOHAbSIX! — OH 0€CIIOMOIIHO yIbIOHY ICS. TpeboBaTh OT HETO OTBETOB Ha
BOIIPOCHI, Ha KOTOPBIE OH HE 3HAET OTBETA CaM, — 3TO YK CIIUIIKOM!

— ...Xopot11o0, «He 3Hal0» — TaK «He 3Hawo». YTo Teneps OyOelns fenaTh?

— Yro... menaTs? — B HEOOYMEHUU [IEPECIPOCHUII OH.

Jlyr CroaHb CBePKHYJI TIa3aMu:

— Toi roBOpHIIE, 4TO He Mo FO0aHb, a Banb FOaHbCHHL — 3TO ellle IIPeCTOUT BHISICHUTS, S He Oymy
copuTh! Ho TBOSI BHEIIHOCTL — 3TO uiio Mo KaHs, momgu OyoyT Ha3sBaTh Tebs TocioguHOM Mo.
OcoOHSIK TeHepasla — ONWH U3 CaMBIX M3BECTHBIX B CTOJIUIE, HAWTH YNHOBHMKA, KOTOPHIHM He Y3Ha
Ol Te0sT, TpymHO. Celfuac B 0COOHSIKE HUKOT'O He 0CTasIoCh, Thl ON¥H. BepHembcsa? A KTo OymeT
3a00TuThCS 0 TebE?



Baup K0anbcuHb mpo cebst yeMexHycs: «Thl 4To, 6CIOKOUIILCST 060 MHE?»

BcnomuuB cnosa JIyH CioaHsi, OH HaKOHEI] IIOHSJI ITOJI0KeHue [ell TPeXKHero Biafesblia Tesa.
[Tpexk[e BCero, OH OLIYTUJI HOIOIIYIO 60T — U AypaKy IOHSTHO, YTO €ro IOofiBepraju
HEYeJI0BeYECKUM IHITKaM. A ucxons u3 cioB JIya CloaHs, BEIICHUIACE elre 6ojiee mevyanbHas
HCTHHA: Y HETO 3[eCh He 0CTasoch pogubix! YTo XK, Tak maxke Jydlle, He HYKHO BLITYMEBIBATh
OTIpaBHAHUS OJIST BCIKUX «POOCTBEHHUKOB»... MEHBIIIE XJIOIOT.

Ho Jlyn CrooaHb nIpaB: KaK BHIXKUTH B MUpE, I'7le Y HEr0 HUKOT'0 ¥ HU4Yero HeT?

Bupgs, uto on monuuTt, JIyn CroaHb MOHSJ, YTO MapeHb B pacTepsaHHOCTHU. Xa! [la Kakas pa3Hula?
ITOT mapeHb XOPOIl co00M, TJIa3a TaKue SCHEHE... B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, OH — IIpaBUTeNb. [Iepecman co
BCeMU HaJIOKHUIIAMU ¥ (haBOPUTaAMU, HEyXKelll He CMOXKeT IPUIOTUTEL OJHOrO0 10HOomy? KTO 3HaeT, He
ctaHeT 11 Mo KOaHs, ecnu ero OTIyCTUTh, «TUTPOM, BHIIYIIEHHLIM B FOPHI», JaXKe eC/IU OH
IIPUTBOPSIETCS AypaykoMm? B moboM crydae, B IPaBUTEILCTBE CeYac 3aTHUIILE, OTUEro Ol U He
pa3BlieybCs.

— {1 BuXKy, TH He 3Haemb. YTO X... 0KaxXy TeOe MUTIOCTh, MOXKeIlb KUTh BO gBople, — JIyH CioaHb
TOPAO BCKUHYI MOAOOPOIOK, BCEM CBOMM BUIOM ITOKa3kiBasi: «[IoMHM 0 Moel moOpoTe».

Banp K0aHbCHHD HEJOYMEHHO CKJIOHUJ TOJIOBY HA0OOK:

— HMMnepaTopcKuil ABOpel] HaBepHsIKa OTPOMHBIM, TaM MHOT'0 Pa3HbIX ITaBUILOHOB. ['ie MHe XKuTh? U
B KaKOM KadecTBe?

Hy'H CroaHb IIPUIIOOHSAII 6p0BB. Marnp4uImnka HpOHHHﬁTGHBHHI:I. XoThb 1 60JITaeT HEBECTh 4TO, HO
XdPaKTepP KaXKeTCd CIIOKOMHBIM.

Tot Mo FOaHb, 0 KOTOPOM OH CJIBIIIAN ¥ KOTOPOTO BUAEJ, He ObUI TaKUM paccyouTenbHbIM. CKOpee,
KalpU3HLIM PeOEHKOM, KOTOPOT'0 B TeHEPAJIbCKOM floMe n30amoBanu foHenb3st. OH ObIT HACTOJIBKO
BHICOKOMEPEH, YTO Jaxe Iepen MUIoM rocyaaps... llnuonsr goHocunu, 4yto Mo KOaHb XxBacTascs,
OynTo OH paBeH UMIIEPATOPY U JOCTOMH TAKOI'0 XKe MooxeHus. CmenrHo! Pa3Be MOXKeT TakoH
TTIyIbI pebeHoK yrnpaBisaTh cTpaHoi? JIyH CioaHb, y3HaAB 06 3TOM, IpHIlen B IpocTh! OH ucKas
noBop poyuuTh Mo FOaus. M Kak pa3 BoBpeMs [I0 HETO [OIIIU CIIYXH, UTO B 0COOHsIKe Mo 3peeT
3aroBop.

[ToaToMy, He moXKuAasACch OEOH, B ONHY TEMHYIO HOYb OH ITPUKa3aJl TAWHBIM CTpaxKaM InepeOuTh BCcexX B
ocobuske. Ho mpu mopcuete Tenm Mo FOaHs cpefu HUX HE 0Ka3ajoCh, a MO3Ke OH 0OBSIBUIICS B
OXOTHUYBUX yropbsax. Heyxkemnu KTo-To ero cnac? ...Ilpu sTout Mmeiciu JIyH CroaHb pemn, 9YTO HyXKHO
BO BCEM pa300paThCs.

— Croanb? Tl B nopsaake? — Banbs KOaHbCUHD, BUIS, YTO TOT 3aMOJI4all, I103Bajl ero.

— A? ...Huuero... — Jlyn CroaHb HEJIOBKO MaxHYJ PyKou u gobasui: — 1 — ummepaTtop! KTo TH,
TI0YeMy MOXKelIllb 3[IeCh OCTaBaThCs U Ifie OyOelb XKUTh — 5 BCe YCTPOIO caM, He TBOE [IeJiO.



— Xu-xu! — Banb KOaHbCUHBL paccMesinicsi, a 3aTeM poOKo crpocun: — CloaHb... @ MOXKHO... He
Ha3bIBaTh MEHS «THI fla ThI»? [laBal Ha3bIBaTh APYT Apyra Mo uMeHaM?

OH nmompocui 06 3TOM ITOTOMY, YTO BCTIOMHUII LITKOJTY, T€ YUYUIICS, OMHOKIIACCHUKOB, KOTOPHIX
BCTPeYas u3peKa, — OHM BCcerga obpalraiich K HEMY «3H, Th», U HUKTO HUKOT{Ia He Ha3kIBAJl €T0
10 uMeHH... OH YCMeXHYJICS: KaK Ke OJUHOKO.

JIyu Cioanb Haxmypuics. OH He 3HaJ, KakK K HeMy obOpamnfatbcsi — «Mo FOaHb» unu «BaHb
FOaubscunub». OH OTOIIEN OT KPOBaTH, HANWI cebe Ya U 3agyMasics, T Ha OBEPXHOCTh HANKUTKA.

— CroaHn?

— ...0X, 30BU KaK X0uelllb. A ceildyac riaBHoe — oTfbixail B 3asne [ToBepxkenHoro [Ipakona. OH npsiMo
psimoM ¢ 3tuM [IBopiioM CioaHbbloaHb. Tak MHe OymeT ymoOHee TeOs 1T03BaTh, UM €CNTH Y Te0s
BO3HUKHET [1€J10 KO MHE.

— Ou! Tol He oTBeTUn! HaswiBau MeHs 110 UMeHM! — BoHb FOaHbCHUHB, peOKUYU CIydail, Ppa303/IUJICH.
OH XOTeJl 3allyCTUTh B HETO MOAYIIKOM, HO HeYassHHO 3afefl paHy B 60Ky U TUXO BCKPUKHYI OT 00JIH.

[TycTh 3BYK OBIT efBa CAbIIHLIM, JIyH CioaHb ycbiman ero. OH TyT XkKe IMOCTaBUII YalllKy U 6pocuics
K KPOBaTH.

— Yto ¢ Toboit? Pana 60mut?

Baup F0aHbCHHD IpUKaJ PyKy K 00JIBHOMY MECTY ¥ TOPbKO YCMEXHYJICS:

— V¥V 1e6s1 ocTphiit ciyx. Yero Tak nepemnosnommuiacs? Kaxercs, Thl 6eCIIOKOUIIBLCS 00 9TOM Telle faxe
Oonbie, ueM . Heyxenu BmoOUICs? YCIOKOMCS, 3TO MPOCTO paHa. [I/1s MeHs Takas 60 —
oOBIYHOE [eJl0, He YMpY, He IepekrBal. ..

I'ycteie 6poBu JIyH CroaHs, KOTOpPhIE OBIJI0O HAXMYPHUIUCH, OT 9TUX 0€33a00THEIX CJIOB MIOTIOJI3/IN
BBEDX, U OH B THEBE BOCKJIUKHYII:

— 970 51 Tebs cnac! Ecnu s He Oyny BOJIHOBATHLCS, TO KTO? 51 He X04y, YTOOH MOU IleHHbIe JIeKapCTBa
M BpeMsl TPATUJIACh HA KOT'0-TO, KTO BOT-BOT OTKMHET KombiTa! Thl X04elnh, 4TOOH! g 3Bai Tebs 1o
uMenu? Xopoiio! Korga Hayuuibcs 6epeds CBOe TeJo, Toraa u 6yay!

Kak TOJIbKO OH IIPOM3HEC 3TO, OCTOJIOEHEN HE TOJILKO TOT, KOMY IIpeqHa3Havaluch CJI0Ba, HO ¥ OH
caM. Jlyn CioaHb He TIOHUMAJI, I0OYEeMY ero Tak BOJIHYeT cocTosiHue Banb OaHbCHHS, TOUEMy OH
Pa3037UJICS, YCIIHIIIAB TakKoe IpeHe0pekuTeIbHOe OTHOIIeHue K cebe. IIoKpacHeB, OH OTBEPHYJICS U
MOJTYa OCYIIHJII YAIIKY C YK€ OCTHIBIIUM YaeM.

Fopeko. Takoii roppku# BKyc. Y mouemMy-To faxe Ha Cepflie CTajio FTOPhKO.

Baup KOaubCuHB CMEHUI OllIeIOMJIEHHOE BhIpaXkeHue Jiiila Ha MOHUMalIlee. 3Ha4uT... 9TOT T'PO3HBIN
Y XOJIOIHBIN MTPaBUTENb OeCIIOKOUTCS 0 HeM? Xa! Kakoy MUIBIN.



— Cnacubo tebe! CioaHb, TH MHE TaK HpaBHUIIbCS! — ymbi0asich, ckasan Baub FOanbcuHb. OH
VCKpPEeHHe CYUTall 9TOr0 CTECHUTEIFHOT0, CMYIIEHHOT0 MMIlepaTopa O4YeHb MUIbIM. HecMoTps Ha ero
BJIaCTHOCTb IIPH IIePBOM BCTpPeYe, eMy XOTEeJIOCh Y3HATh ero JIydllle, X0TeJI0Ch ObITh psAfoM... CaM He
3Has II0YeMy, 9Ta MBIC/Ib BOPYT BO3HUKIIA V¥ HETO B T'OJIOBE.

Jlyr CioaHb CHOBa TIOBEPHYJICS K HEMY:

— 3a uto cnacu60? Y He pa3bpachiBalicst CIIOBaMU «HPABUILILCS» B afpec UMIEPaTopa, Tak U
OTpaBJIEHUST HE MUHOBATG.

— Cnacubo 3a To, 4To OECIIOKOHUIILCS, U clacub0, YTO Pa3pelIns 0cTaTbCsa! — 3aKOHUUB, BoHb
FOaHbCUHB CKITOHUII T'OJI0BY HAOOK M CIIPOCUTT: — A 1OYEMY, €CJTM CKa3aTh «HPABUILLCS», MOXKHO
nony4uTs An? CTpaHHO Kak-To! [laxke CUMIIATHIO BEIPA3UTh HEJIb34. ..

B3poxnys, Jlyn CroaHb cen Ha Kpall KPOBaTH, CHSJI CAllOTU U OTBETHUIL:

— HanoxXHulbl B TapeMe KOBapHHI U 3J1bl, OOHA OPYroii simoBuTee. KTo 3HAET, CKOJIBKO CPefU CIIYT UX
MUOHOB? ECNTK KTO-TO U3 HUX MOYYBCTBYET, YTO YIIEMJIEH, 3TOT YEJIOBEK, CKOpEe BCETO, MaXxKe He
IOMMET, KaK OTIIPABUJICS HAa TOT CBET.

— ...JTO U eCTh TO CaMO€e «HeT 3jIee Ceppla, 4YeM KEeHCKOe», 0 KOTOPOM NUIIYT B KHUrax? — BaHb
KOaHbcuHb GBI OIIEIOMJIEH, OH faXKe He 3aMeTusl, Kak JIyH CioaHb CHSIJI BEPXHIOIO OfeXK/Y, JieT
PAAOM U YKPBUICS TEIJIBIM OfesiioM. — ...A Kak ke Torfga nIpu3HaBaTbCd B CUMIIATUU?

— Tebe Tak x04eTcs 3TO CKa3aTh? — IMOBEPHYB KpacuBoe nuilo K Baub F0aubcuio, JIyn CioaHb
HavaJl CoOMHeBaThcg. OH CcTaj BEPUTH B TO, YTO 3TOT YeJioBeK... He Mo KOaHs. JI1o00¥ pu f[BOpe 3HAI
0 TOM, YTO OH TOJILKO YTO CKa3aJl, ¥ He OblI0 mpuyuH, 4ToO66 Mo KOaHb BOT Tak CMOTpEJT HA HETO
SICHBIMY (DMOJIETOBLIMY T'JIa3aMU U 3afiaBal TaKue BOIPOCHI.

9To Oblyla HEBUAHHAS JOCeJe Iep30CThb. M mycTh ep30CTh, HO OH He MOT ee 3a0rTh. OH XOTeT,
4yTOOBI 9TOT YEJIOBEK BEYHO COXPAHSJI TAKYI0 YHCTYI0, 0€3bICKYCHYIO HeP30CTh.

— IloTomy 4TO... — Banp KOaHbCUHb YKpaaKou B3rnsAHyl Ha JIyH CioaHs, ero B3Iy Ha MTHOBEHME
IIOTYCKHEJI, — ...A3 BCEX, KO0 S 3HAal0... HDABUTHCS MHE MOXKEIIb TONIBKO ThI, CI0aHb...

9T0... ecnu He cobma3HeHue, TO YTO?

Haxwmypusimucs, JIya CioaHb cripocun ce0s, 4To 0H BooO1ie TBOPUT. [ToKadyaB I'0JIOBOM, OH ITPOU3HEC:
— Cnu. 3aBTpa MHe WITH Ha YTPEHHIOI aygueHINI0, HEKOora ¢ TOO0M BO3UTHCS.

— ...XKapuna... — npo6opmortan Baub F0aHbCUHb, HAQYB I'yOH], HO TYT K€ PACIIBIICS B yIbIOKe: — 4
BIIEPBHIE CILIIO HE C poguTenaMu?! Tak BOTHUTENBHO!

— IleTcKu# cam KakKou-TO. bomnbie HU crnoBa. CllaTh CO MHOM — 3TO BeIHMUYaMInas MUIOCTE, eIe pa3
3aroBOPUIIL — BHIIBLIPHY ¢ KpoBaTu! — JIyH CroaHb CBEpKHYI IMa3aMu. Heyxkenu 3TOT mapeHb
IIPAPAaBHSAJ €70 K CBOUM POOUTENAM?



Baup KOaHbCHUHD ITOKA3al eMy SI3bIK U 3aKPHUT I'71a3a, cobupasichk craTh. Ho BOPYT €ro 0XBaTUIIO
YyBCTBO CTpaxa Iepef 3TOM TEMHOTOM, 3a KOTOPOH, Ka3ayioch, CKPEIBaeTCst cMepTh. OH PE3KO OTKPHIT
TJ1a3a ¥, yBUAeB Kpacusoe utio JIyH CioaHsl, ”"HCTUHKTUBHO IIPUABUHYIICS ONKXKe, XKejlas YCbIIaTh
€ro POBHOE IbIXaHUe U OMeHue cepaia, 4ToOu yoemuThCcsi B COOCTBEHHOM CYIIeCTBOBAHUU.
[TocMOTpEB ellle HEMHOT'0 Ha 3TOTO YeJI0BeKa, OH CO CIIOKOWHOM AYIION YCHYJ, Ha rybax urpania
nerkast ynelOKa.

JIya CroaHb, KOTOPHIM IpeMall, OTKPHIJ I'/Ta3a, TOYYBCTBOBAB €r0 [IBUXKEHME. YBU/IEB YIbIOKY Ha JIHlle
IOHOIIIY, OH, CaM TOT'0 He 0CO3HaBas, ToxKe YIbIOHY Ccs. ETo cunmbHast pyka JIerko IpUTsSHyja BaHb
FOanbcuHs K cebe, CIIOBHO MOAYIIKY i 00bATHI. OH 3aphUICS JIULIOM B AJIMHHBIE, MSITKHUE BOJIOCH
IIBETA BOMHI, BABIXasl apoMaT 6J1arOBOHUM, KOTOPEIMU €T0 BeJIeJId BEIMBITh, TI0Ka OH ObLI 6e3
CO3HaHUs, U YIOBJIETBOPEHHO YCHYII.

OHM ¥ He IIO[O3peBalil, 4YTO CEMS yKe IIPOPOCIIO.

CeMsi, UMsI KOTOPOMY — JTF000BB.

9TOT MyXk4KHa OBIJT HACTOIBKO XOPOII co00#, uTo Banb KOaHbCHHBL BHE3AMTHO OAyMall: laXKe caMble
SIPKKe 3Be3[hl MI0y-0M3Heca Ui TOM-MOMEIN U3 er0 MUPa PSIOM C HUM BHITTISAeu O11eKIo.

BrpoueMm, B MUpPe HET COBEPIIEHCTBA — 3TOMY MYXKYHMHE, HECMOTPS Ha ero 0e3ymnpeyHblil BU]I,
HeJI0CTaBasIo0 OHOM BaXKHOM YEPTHL: OPYKeTI00us.

OT Hero MCXOOuIa TakKas BIIACTHOCTD, YTO MPUOIUKATHCS K HeMy Oblso cTpaliHo. Ecnu 661 BaHb
HOaHbcuHB He OB 4Y€JI0BEKOM OOLIUTENIbHBIM, OH OBl BPSI JIX PELIUJICS IIOOOUTH K HEMY
HOOPOBOJIBHO.

— ...41 x Tebe obpartiack. TH YTO, OTJIOX?

MY}K‘{I/IHa, IMO-BUOUMOMY, BEIIIEIT U3 cebsi: B ero TMIPUATHOM I'0OJI0OCE IITPOCKOJIb3HYJIM THEBHEIE HOTKHU.

Boanb KOanbCcHHDb HaXMYPHUJICA, IIOHMMad, 4YTO, €CJIM OH ceiyac He 3arOBOPHUT, OEJI0O MOXKET IIPUHATDH
HypHOﬁ O60pOT. OH cmerka IIPUOTKPHII FY6BI 1 XPHUIIJIBIM, €0Ba Y3HAaBA€MBIM I'OJIOCOM ITPDOU3HEC:

— Bongr...

Heb6eca 3HaOT, CKOJIBKO BPEMEHMU 3TO TEJIO IIPOBEJIO Ha 'PAaHU CMEPTHU — HOazKe IMOAaTh I'oJIioC
0Ka3aJIOCk HEBEPOATHO TSKeJo!

MyxXunHa, Ha3kIBaABIINI Cce0sT «3TOT MOHAPX», HAXMYPHIICS ellle CHIbHee, HO BCe XKe, XOTh U IIPOTHB
BOJTH, HAJTUJI Yaio U GeClepPeMOHHO BIUI eMy B POT. Baub KOaHbCHHD 3aKAIIJISAIICS, €Ba HEe
3aOXHYBIIHUCE.

— Y00kl BIIPEeb TAKOTO He IOBTOPSANIOCh. 1 — mpaBuTens ['ocymapcTBa CuHIyaH, ¢ KaKO# CTaTH
MHe, BJIaCTUTEII0, I0laBaTh BOAY CHIHY COOCTBEHHOTO ITOANAHHOI0?



Mamno Toro, 4To IIOOOAaHHOTO, TaK ellle U ero ChHHa!

Jlyutre OBl B CTIEOYIOUINYM pa3 He MPOCUTh... Baub KDaHbCHHB, ¥ KOTOPOT'O OT KAIIISl BEICTYIIUIIN
CJe3bl, MBICTIEHHO TS2KeJI0 B3LOXHYII U IPUIIOTHSAJICS Ha KPOBaTH.

— Mo Hass, Y MeHA €CThb K Tebe BOIIPOCEI, — YXKe CIIOKOIHEE IIpou3HeC MyXK4YKMHA, CMEHUB I'HEB Ha
MMHIIOCTE.

BBICTpO K€ OH MeHseT TOH, IIPsAMO KaK CTPAaHHMIIBI B KHHUTE...

— 4 He Mo FOanb... — Banb FOaHbCUHb HAXMYPUIICS, Bo3pazxkas. [IpyuduH 71 HeJOBOJILCTBA OBIIO
IBe: IepBasi — 9TO UM, @ BTOPAsi — OH TOJIBKO YTO 3aMETHJI, YTO TaM, T'Ie JOIKHBI OB OBITH
KOPOTKME YepHBIE BOJIOCH], Tellepb KpacoBajlach ANTMHHAA IIIeBeliopa IIBeTa MOPCKOM BOJIHEL.

KaxeTcs, y MECTHBIX JKUTEJIEN CTPAHHbIE TPENCTABIIEHUS O IIBETE BOJIOC, BEb ¥ 9TOTO
OIIapalIeHHOT0 MOHAPXa IePef ria3aMu OblIa TPKO-phIZKasi TPUBA.

— HeBo3moxHuo! 4 nmuuno Bupgen Mo KOaHs, THL — 3TO OH, M HUKAK HHaye!

Banp KOaHbCUHB JIUIIE TIIYIIO CKJIOHMII TOJI0BY HAOOK U ITPOU3HEC CJI0Ba, KoTophie JIyH CioaHb HE MOT
IIOHATH:

— XM, s moHsan! Tot, Koro Tel Bufgen — Mo K)aHb, IpeXHUY X035MH 3TOTO Tena, a He 4. [loueMy xke
TEJI0 CMEHMIIO Biagenbia? [lymaro, meso B ToM, uTo Mo FOaHb monan B Oeny uimu 3ab6oien u
OTIIPABHUJICA K IIPA0TIaM, a KaKo#-To 00T CITy4aliHO OTHAJ 3TO TeJI0 MHE, a Thl KakK pa3 OKa3aJics
psAmoM U criac MeHs... [Ja, HaBepHOe, Tak Bcé 1 Owino! KcraTu, Kak €651 30ByT?

Ha nuue Jlyn CroaHsl IPOEriu TPU Y4ePTOYKU — OH COBEPIIEHHO He ITIOHUMAJI, 0 YeM JiereyeT 3TOT
YeJI0BeK, KOToporo oH cuutan Mo FOanem. BMecTo oTBeTa OH NUIIL 03afauy€HHO IPOPOHUI:

— ...JTOT MOHapX... 30BeTcA JIyH CroaHs...

— Kakoe coBnagenue! A 1 — Banb FOanbcunb. Hamu nMeHa BMecTe 3By4aT Kak CroaHboaHb! Pa3se
CroanbloaHb He OBII0 BTOPHIM MeHeM 2Kentoro MMmnepaTtopa B mpeBHOCTU? Ecnu 1 HU4Yero He
nyTtaio! — Banub FOaHbCHHD pacmibics B yiasl0Ke. OH BCIIOMHUJI, KaK POOUTEINN pacCcKa3biBalu eMy O
IIPOMCXOXKAEHUY 3TOr0 uMeHu. OH 3Hal, YTO OHU HaflesaJIMCh, YTO OH BBIPACTET TAKUM XKe
BBITAIOUIUMCSI, KaK 2KenThiii UMmepaTop, HO ero cO6CTBEHHOE TeJio ObIIO TAKUM CJTabbIM, YTO OH
TIPOBOMMII IHU HamposieT B 6onbHUIAX. Kakas yK TyT yueba — OH TOJIBKO M [IeJiajl, YTO TPATHII
TSKEeJIBIM TPYOOM 3apa0oTaHHbIEe IeHbI'Y POOUTENIEH.

HpI/I MEICTIH 00 9TOM €Tro0 SICHHIE, BOJSTHHCTHIE T'JIa3a CHOBA HAMIOJIHWIKCE cie3amMu. OH OIIYyCTHII
T'OJIOBY, IIBITAACh COEPXKATh UX. Tot 60r OB IIPAaB — OH HHUKOT'O4d IIO-HAaCTOsAIIEMY He XKHJI paiu ce0s.



— THI... uTO ¢ ToGOI? Tebe HexopoIlIo? f MO30BY UMIIEPATOPCKOTO JIeKaps! — yBUmIeB, 4To BaHb
FOanbcuns omyctun ronosy, JIyn CioaHb 3allaHUKOBaJ, Jaxe 3a0bIB UCIIOIH30BaTh O Cebe «3TOT
MOHapX».

Cnimra ero rosoc, Baub KOaHbCHHB TOYYBCTBOBAJI, KAk €ro MpadyHOe HacTpOeHue yieTy4usiocs. Kyna
menach Oblyas BIacTHOCTL? Temeph B HEM IIPOCTYIIMIIO YTO-TO IIPOCTOE U [axkKe MUJIOe.

Yronku ry6 Baub KOaHbCUHS TPUIOTHSINCE, OH ITOMHSIII TOJIOBY U OTBETHII:

— MHe He TO YTOOHI IIJT0XO, 5T IIPUBLIK K 9TOMY €llle B IIPOIIION XKU3HU. [IPOCTO... TO, YTO 5 CKa3al,
Jlyn CrooaHb, Thl IOHAMAaEIIb?

— Jlep3ocTts! Kak T cMeels Ha3bIBaTh MEHS 10 UMeHu? — BCKpUKHYI JIyH CroaHb, HO BaHb
HOanbcrvHL TOHMMAIT: OH IIPOCTO CKPHIBAET 3aMellaTeIbCTBO. CIUIIKOM YK Be/lKa €ro TOPHOCTh,
CKOpee BCero, HUKTO He Ha3bIBaJl ero 110 UMeHH YXKe IeJIyl0 BEeYHOCTD.

[Toxoxe, OH Tak U He IOHAJ CMBICTIA CJI0B Banb FOaHbCHHSA. TOT TOPBKO YCMEXHYIICS, He 3Has, KakK
O00BSICHUTH BeIlld, B KOTOPhIE OOLIYHEIM YETTOBEK HUKOTA HE ITOBEPUT.

— IIpoctu. Torpa... Kak MHe K Te0e oOpamaTbcs?

Jlyn CroaHb epe HUM BOPYT PacTEPSIJICS; 3PEJIOCTh ¥ PEUIUTETFHOCTb, KOTOPEIE OH BOCIIUTHIBAII B
cebe C meTCTBa, epey 9TUM YeJIOBEKOM OKa3aIuCh OeCIIOIe3HHL.

— Jlyn Croans? — cHOBa no3Baj Banb FOaHbCcuHb, BUAS, YTO TOT MOJTYUT.

— ...0x, 30BH Kak xou4elnb. Ceiiuac BaxkHee OPyroe: Kak Thl 0KA3aJiCs B OXOTHUYbUX YTOAbsx? — JIyH
CroaHb B3[IOXHYJI, PEIIUB IIepPeiTH K 60jiee CEPhe3HOM ¥ BONIHYIOIIEH ero TeMe.

Teneps nputiia odepens Baub FOaHbCHHS TOMaTh TOJIOBY — OH OBI ¥ CaM XOTEJT 3TO 3HATh!

— Torpa 6yny 3Bath TeOst CloaHb! XM... Ha caMoM [iefie... 1 U caM He 3Halo, I0YeMy OKa3aJsiCsl B TeX
YTOIbSAX, 0 KOTOPHIX THI TOBOPHUIIL! — OH O€CIIOMOIIHO yibIOHY CS. TpeboBaTh OT HETO OTBETOB Ha TO,
Yero OH He 3HaeT, — 3TO YK CIIUMIKOM!

— ...XOpOHIO, «He 3Hal» TaK «He 3Hatw». 1 4To TeIlepb COﬁI/Ipa(EH.IbCH genartb?

— B KakKoM CMEICTIE... [IeTaTh? — 03aJavyeHHO IIEPECIPOCHI OH.

Jlyr CroaHb CBEPKHYJI IIa3aMu:



— Tr1 roBopuib, 4To He Mo Klans, a Hekuld Baub FOaHbCHHB. JTO €llle TPEACTOUT BLISICHUATD, I He
ctaHy ¢ To60# cnoputh! Ho TBOsSI BHEIIHOCTE — 3TO o Mo FOaHs, Bce OyayT Ha3kIBaTh TEOS
MOJIOOEIM rocriofuHoM Mo. Pe3upnennusi Mo B CTONMIIE U3BECTHA KaXkA0MYy, TOIPoOyH Halnu
YMHOBHUKA, KOTOPHIY TebOs He y3HaeT. Ceituac ot Pe3upmeniuyu Mo HUKOTO He OCTaIOCh, THl OJUH-
ofvHelleHeK. X0o4elb BepHYThCA? KTo 0 Tebe 1103ab60TUTCS, €CIIU BEPHEIILCS?

Baub KOaHbCUHD HEBOIBHO YCMEXHYJICS PO ce0si: Thl 060 MHEe 6eCIIOKOUIILCS ?

BcnoMHUB CriOBa .Hy'H CroaHs$, OH 0CO3HaJI, B KAKOM II0JI0KEHUN HaXOOUTCS Hpe}KHI/Iﬁ XO035HUH TeJla.
Hpe}Kne BCEero, OH 9yBCTBOBAJI HOIOIYIO 00JIb B TeJIEe — TIIyIiny s1CHO, 9YTO Hal HUM U3[EBAJIUCh. A
Cynd 110 CJIOBaM HYH CroaHs, Bce elre XyXKe: y Hero 3meChb HEe OCTaJIOCh pOI[HbIX! YTo XK, 9TO maxke K
JIy4dlIieMy: HEe IPUAETCA UCKATh OIIPAaBOaHUA Iepen TeEMHU, KTO NOJI2KEH OBL OBITH
«POOCTBEHHHUKAMMU»... 130aBUT OT JIUIITHUX XJIOIOT.

Ho Jlyu CroaHb IpaB: KaK €My BEIKHUTEH B 9TOM MHUPE, TTle Y HeTo HeT HU OJIU3KKX, HU OPYy3eH, u TIe OH
BOOOIIIe HUYEro He MOHUMAaeT?

Bups, uto oH monuut, JIyH CroaHb ITOHSJI, YTO ITapeHb B PaCTEPIHHOCTU. XM, [la KaKas pa3Huna!l
JIMYUKO y 9TOT0 Ma/IbYUIIKYN IPUSATHOE, TJla3a XKUBHE. B KOHIle KOHILIOB, OH — IpaBuUTesb. [lepecnan
CO MHOKECTBOM HAJIOKHUI] ¥ (HaBOPUTOB, HEYKEIH HE CIIPABUTCSA C OMHUM? [la ¥ OTIIYCTUTH 3TOTO
Mo FOaHn$, KOTOPBIY, MOXKET, JIUIIh IIPUTBOPSIETCS TTIYIIBIM, — BCE PAaBHO YTO BHIIYCTUTH TUTPa
oOpaTHO B TOphl. Bce paBHO Ipu IBOPe ceidac 3aTHIlbe, OT CKYKH MOXKHO M Pa3BIeUbCs.

— BI/I}Ky TBOE€ COCTOsIHME. YUTO X... Japyio Tebe MHJIOCTh: MOXKEIIb 0CTAaThCS BO aBopne, — HYH Croanb
HaIMEHHO BCKHUHYIJI HOJI60pOI[OK, BCEM BHUIOM II0Ka3hIBasl: «IIOMHH, YbeH MUJIOCThIO XKUBEIIILY.,

Banp HOaHbCUHB 03aja4y€HHO CKJIOHUJI I'OJIOBY:

— JIBopel HaBepHSIKAa OTPOMHBIM, TaM MHOTO Pa3HHIX IajaT, BepHo? 'me s Oymy xkuTh? M B KaKkoM
KauecTBe?

JIya CioaHb IPUIOTHSI OPOBB: 3TOT IMapeHb 0Ka3asiCcs CMAIIIIEeHbM. M mycTh 6onTaet 6€3 yMONKY, HO
OEePKUTCS CIIOKOUHO.

Totr Mo KOaHb, 0 KOTOPOM OH CJIBIIIAT X KOTOPOT'0 BHIE/ PaHbllle, He OTINYAJICS TAKUM B3POCIIBIM
XapaKTepoM: OH ORI KallpU3HEIM peOeHKOM, KOTOPOro B Pe3unennuu Mo usbanoBanu noHens3s. OH
naxe nepepn camuM JIyH CioaHeM Bel ce6s1 BeicokoMepHO. IIInuork foHOCHIHN, yTo Mo FOaHb
XBaCTaJICS Mepef cyraMu, OyITO OH PaBEH IIPABUTEIIO U 3aCIIyKUBAET TOTO XKe IOoJIoxKeHus. Kak
cmetnHo! Pa3Be MOXKeT TakOU TNIymbl peOeHOK IIPEeTEeHI0BaTh Ha TPOH? YckwimaB 310, JIyH CioaHb
npuites B ApocTh. OH KaK pa3 UCKaJl IOBOJ IPOYYUTh €ro, K TOMY K€ 00 Hero [AOLIIU CIIyXH, YTO
Pe3upennus Mo 3aMBIIIIAET MATEX.

VIMeHHO 1T03TOMY, He J0XKuaasich 6efibl, B OMHY TEMHYIO HOYb OH IIPUKa3ajl CBOMM CTPaXKHUKaM
BHIpPE3aTh BCIO ceMbl0. Ho pu nmopcyete TpymoB 0Ka3asnoch, 4yTo Mo FOaHs cpenu HUX HET, a II03XKe



OH HAIIleJICS B OXOTHHYBUX YTOObsix. Heyxkemu KTo-To cIac ero? JTa MBICTb 3acTaBuiia JIyH CioaHs
3ayMaThCs O TOM, YTO HYKHO BO BCEM Pa300paThCs.

— Croanb? Twl B nopsinke? — Banbs KOaubCUHB T03Ba €ro, BUAS, YTO TOT 3aMOJT4all.

— A? ...Huuero... — JIyn CroaHb CMyIIIEHHO OTMaxHyJCsa. — 9 — mpaBuTesnb! B KaKoM cTaTyce Th
30€eCh XKUBEIb, TOe ¥ I04YeMy — 51 CaM paclopsiXkKyCh, HE TBOEr0 yMa JeJo.

— Xu-xu! — Banb KOaHbCUHBL THXO paccMesiyics, a 3aTeM PoOKo crpocui: — CioaHb... @ MOXKHO... HE
Ha3bkIBaTh MEHS MTOCTOSHHO «THI Oa ThI»? [laBall ThI Oy[ellb 3BaTh MEHS 10 UMEHH, XOPOIIO?

OH monpocu 06 3TOM ITOTOMY, YTO BCIIOMHUJI LITIKOJTY, THe ObIBas JIUIIb U3peKa, ¥ ONHOKIIaCCHUKOB,
KOTOPBIX BULET ellle pexke — BCe OHU 00pallanuchk K HeMy TOIbKO «Thl». OH HU pa3y He CIIBIIAl,
4yTOOBI KTO-TO Ha3BaJsl ero «l0aHbcuHb». OH TOPHKO YCMEXHYJICS: KaK JKe 3TO OTUHOKO!

Jlya CroaHb HaXMypHIICS, He 3Hasl, Kak K HeMy oOparatbcsd — Mo FOaub unu Baub F0anbcunab. OH
OTOIIIesI OT KPOBaTH, HaIUI cebe dalo U, TS B YaIlKy, 3adyMascs.

— Croaun?

— ...OtHbIHE Oymemnb KuTh B 3are [ToBepxkeHHOro [IpakoHa. OH pSIIOM C MOUM [ABOPIIOM
CroaHbbl0@HB, TaK MHe OyfeT mpoire Te0s 3BaTh, fa U Tebe — eCJIu YTO-TO MOHAJOOUTCS.

— Ou! Tri He oTBeTtmn! 30BU MeHs 110 uMeHu! — Baup HOaHLCUHD HEeoXXuOaHHO BCIbUInII. OH XOTeN
OpocuTh B HETO IONYIIKOM, HO CIy4YalHO 3a/ie/l paHy Ha XXKHWBOTe U TUXO BCKPUKHYI OT GOJIH.

XoTst 3ByK OBITT eBa CIIHIIHEIM, JIyH CioaHb, HaXOQUBIIUNCS HETIOHAIEKY, YCabIIan ero. OH TYT XkKe
OTCTaBHUJI YAIlIKy ¥ OPOCUIICS K HEMY.

— YTto ¢ Toboii? Pana 6omut?

Banbs KOaHbCUHB, TPUKUMAsT TIOBPEXKAEHHbIH 60K, TOPbKO YCMEXHYJICS:

— Ay te6s ornuunbi cnyx! K uemy Takas nanuka? CioBHO Tebe GonbHEe, YeM MHeE, M THL Tak
nevernses 06 3ToM Tene. Heyxkenu BIroOUICS? YCIIOKOMCS, 9TO UMb CIIyYalHOCTb. [I717 MEeHs Takas
601Tb — MTOBCEIHEBHOCTD, HE YMPY 51, HE YMDY...

JIyu CioaHb, 4bM OPOBH IIpexkfe ObITM HaXMYypeHHl, OT paBHOAYIIHOTO ToOHa Banbs F0aHbCUHS
OKOHYATEJIbHO PacCBUpPEIIe:

— 91 Tebs cmac! Kak MHe He BOJTHOBATHCS? ITOT MOHAPX He XKeJlaeT, YTOOH AparoneHHbe JIeKapCTBa



¥ BpeMs TPATHU/IKCh Ha TOTO, KTO TOTOB yMepeTh B J1000# MOMeHT! ThI Xouellb, YTOOH 51 3Bajl TEOS 10
uMenu? Xoporiro! CrepBa Hay4uCh IIEHUTh COOCTBEHHYIO KU3Hb, a TIOTOM, TaK U OBITh, S HAYHY
Ha3bIBATh TeOS 10 UMeHu!

Cxka3zaB 3TO, OH 3aCTHUI, KaK ¥ TOT, K KOMy OH oOpatuasncs. JIyn CioaHb He TOHMMaJ, II0YEMY eT0 TaK
BOJIHYeT Teso Banb KOaHbCHUHS U TIOYEMY €ro TaK Pa303JIUI0 ero paBHOOyuMe. [IoKpacHEB OT THERA,
OH OTBEPHYJICS U, He TpOoU3Hecs: 00bIlle HY CI0BA, OCYIINUII OCTHIBIIUY Yail 10 AHA.

T'opbko. Kakoii ke TOpbKUM BKYC, U I0YEMY-TO Ha Cepfille TOXKe CTaJio TOPLKO.

Banbs KOaHbCHHB U3 0CTOIOEHEHUS IIePeIeN B COCTOSTHUE TTOTHEHUIIero MIOHUMaHus. Tak BOT OHO
YTO... 9TOT C BU[y BIACTHHIM ¥ 6ECKOHEUHO XOJIOOHLIY BeIMKU BaH IepexkuBaeT 3a Hero? Xa! Kakas
IpenecTsh!

— Cnacub6o Te6e, Cioanb! Tel MHE TakK HpaBUIIbCS! — C ynbIOKOM npou3néc Banbs Oanbcuub. OH
VCKPEeHHEe CYUTaJl 9TOr0 3aCTEHUYUBOI0 U CMYIIEHHOT0 BEIMKOTO BaHa HEBEPOSITHO MUJIBIM U
o0asgTenbHEIM. XOTS IIPU IIEPBOM BCTPeYe TOT Ka3aJiCs BJIACTHHIM U IOJABIIAIONUM, eMy 6e3yMHO
XOTeJIOCh Y3HATh €ro JIydllle, XOTeJIOCh OCTAThCA PSAAOM C HUM... HeOHATHO [T04eMy, HO 3Ta MEICIb
BHE3aITHO BCIUIBLUIA B €0 T'OJI0BE.

Jlyn CroaHb CHOBa IIOBEPHYJI T'OJIOBY U CIIPOCHUIT:

— 3a uro crnacu60? He Gpocaiicsi TaKMMU CJIOBAMH O TOM, 4TO s Te0e HPAB/IIOCh, HAJIEBO ¥ HAIPABO —
TaK ¥ OTPABUTHCST HEHOJTO.

— Cmacu60, 4TO IIepeXuBaeIh 3a MEHS, ¥ CIIacu00, YTO ITO3BOJIUII MHE T'Ie-TO XXKUTh! — 3aKOHYUB
roBopuTh, Baus KOaHbCUHB CKIIOHUJI T'OJIOBY HAOOK U C JIIOOOIBITCTBOM TEPECTIPOCUT: — [IoueMy 3To
3a cioBa 0 cuMnatuu K CroaHio MoryT oTpaBuTh? Kak cTpanHo! [laxke 0 CBOUX YyBCTBaX HEJIb3sd
CKa3arThb...

JIya CioaHb B3[IOXHYJI, Cell Ha Kpall KPOBaTH, CTSHYJI CAalloTH X OTBETHUIIL:

— HanoxXHuusl B rapeMe — ofHa OPYyro¥ KOBapHee U 3JI0Belllee, KaXast MeJIoYHee NIPebIayIleln.
KT0 3HaeT, CKOJIbKO B 3TOM ABOpIlE UX corisigaTtaeB? CTOUT UM XOThb CIy4alHO IIOYYBCTBOBATh Ce0s
o0[eNIeHHBIMY, KaK TOT, Yb€ IIPEBOCXONCTBO UX 3a[eHeT, CKOpee BCEro, faXkKe He IMONMET, 0TUETO

yMmep.

— ...OT0 4TO ke, TO caMOe, 0 YeM B KHUTaX MUIIYT: HET 3Beps CTPalllHee XKEeHCKOro cepana? — BaHb
FOaHbCHHE OIIENIOMIIEHHO 3aMep, COBEPILIEHHO He ofpalasi BHUMaHus Ha To, 4yTo JIyH CloaHb yxe
CHSIJT BEPXHEe XaJaT, JIET PSIIOM C HUM U faXe YKPBUICS TOJICTEIM OfesiyioM. — ... Tak Ipy KaKux ke
YCJIOBUSIX MOXKHO TOBOPHUTb, YTO KTO-TO HPABUTCS?

— Tebe Tak CUJIbHO X04eTCs 3TO CKa3aTh? — JIyH CloaHb TOBEPHYJ KpacuBoe JUI0 K BaHb



FOanbcuHio. OH Havall COMHEBAThCS ¥ yKe BEPHII, UYTO YeJIOBeK Mepel HUM... TOYHO He Mo FOaHb.
Bepmp mo60ii Tpu [BOpE 3HAN O BelllaX, 0 KOTOPKIX OH TOJIBKO YTO TOBOPHII, ¥ Mo FOaHb mpoCcTO He MOT
OB TaK XJIOTIaTh YMCTHIMM (DHOIETOBHIMM I'JIa3aMK ¥ 3a[jaBaTh MTOMOOHbBIE BOIIPOCHL.

Takas mep30cThb Oblna eMy BHOBE. [IyCTh 3TO U CUMTAJIOCH IeP30CThIO, OHA OCTaBJIsgja HeU3TIafuMBIN
CJef B Oylle, U eMy XOTeJIOCh JIUIIb OMHOTO — YTOOH 3TOT YeJI0BEeK HaBCerha COXPaHUI TaKyo
HaWBHYIO, YUCTYIO HEIIOCPEICTBEHHOCTD.

— IMoTtomy uTo... — Banb FOaHbcuHb yKpangkoit 6pocun B3rign Ha JIya CioaHs, ero ria3a Ha
MTHOBEHHeE TIOTYCKHEJIN, ¥ OH MPOJOJIKUIL: — M3 BCeX, KOTro 5 cefiyac 3Hal0... TeX, KTO MOXKeT MHe
HPaBUTHCS — TOJIBKO CHOaHb...

9T0... pa3Be 9TO He cobTa3HeHre B YUCTOM BUE?

JIuto JIyn CioaHs mOTeMHeNn0. MBICTIEHHO OH CITPOCHUIT ce0s, Y4eM OH BOOOIIEe ceiyac 3aHUMAETCH.
[TomMoTaB rosoBoM, OH OPOCHIT:

— Cnu maBali. MHe 3aBTpa ellle UATH Ha YTPEeHHUN OOKJIaf, HeKorfa MHe ¢ TO00M Iyphi0 MaeTCs.

— ...XKapuna... — npo6opmortan Baub KOaHbCUHD, HAOyB I'yObI, HO TYT XK€ PACIJILIICS B YIILIOKE U
PamoCTHO BhIIAl: — f BIEPBBIE CIIJIIO C KEM-TO, KpoMe poguTtenen?! Kak xKe BOTHUTENILHO!

— PebsiuecTBo. XBaTUT 00J1TaTh. CIIaTh CO MHOM — 9TO BEICOYAMIIIAs MUJIOCTD MJIs TeOs, ellle CI0BO, U
s ckuHy Tebs ¢ kpoBaTu! — JIyH CroaHb I'PO3HO CBEPKHYII rj1a3aMu. KTo GBI MOT IOOyMaTh, YTO 9TOT
COIIJISIK TIOCTABUT €T0 B OOUH PSIM CO CBOUMU POOUTETISIMU?

Baup KOaHbCHHD ITOKA3all SI3LIK ¥ PEILIU BCE Ke 3aKPHITh T7la3a ¥ YCHYTh. HO TYT ero BHe3amHO
TIPOH3UJIO CTPAHHOE OIIYIIeHNe: eMY IT0Ka3aI0Ch, YTO OH TAaHUYECKU OOUTCS 3TOU TEMHOTHI,
BO3HHUKAIOIIEH, CTOUT TOJIbKO CMEXUTh BeKU. CJIIOBHO OH CTPAILIUJICS... CHOBA BCTPETUTH CMEPTh.
Pe3Ko pacmaxHyB I'la3a, OH yIepcs B3TJISAOM B IpuBieKaTenbHoe auIlo JIys CioaHs ¥ Ha YPOBHE
WHCTUHKTA IPUABUHYIICS 4yTh OIMKe, KeJlask MOATBePIUTL COOCTBEHHOE CYIIeCTBOBAHUE 110
POBHOMY [BIXaHUIO U CTYKY cepaua JIyH Cioars. ITocMOTpeB Ha JTeKallero psimoM 4eioBeKa elre
TIapy MIHOBEHUH, OH HaKOHEIl YCIIOKOUJICS U MOTPY3HUJICS B COH. YTOJIKM €T0 T'y0 TPOHYJIa JIeTKas
ynei0Ka, BhIlaBas IIOJTHOE YOBIIETBOPEHUE.

Jlyn CroaHb, [peMaBUINY BIOJIIa3a, OT 3TOT0 ABUKEHUS IIPOCHYIICS. YBUIEB ero calbyio yIb0Ky, OH
U caM He IOHSJI T04YeMy, HO yNIBIOHYICS B OTBET. [IpOTAHYB PyKy, OH 6€e3 Tpyna MpUTSIHYN BaHb
HOaubcuHs K cebe, IpeBpaTUB B KUBYIO MOAYIIKY A1 OOHUMaHUM, U YTKHYJICS JIUILOM B AJIUHHEIE,
MATKHE IPSOY 1IBeTa MOPCKOM BOJTHEL. BIUTEIBas TOT caMBIi Tap(PrOMEPHBIM apoMaT, KOTOPHIM BeJlell
oMHITh Banb FOanbcuHs elfe 1o ero nmpoOyxkaenus, JIyn CioaHb C YYBCTBOM IIOJTHOTO YOBJIETBOPEHUS
3aCHYyJ B TAKOM IIOJIOKEHUH. ..

U paxe He IIOOOo3peBall, 4YTO CeM4d y2Ke TUXOHBKO ITYCTHUIIO POCTOK.



CeM$ 110 UMeHU J1I000BE.

— ...He mor O®vI THI mepecTaTh 3BaTh MEHs THI, fla ThI? Ha3biBail MEHS 110 UMEHH, JIagHO?

Banps FOaHbCUHB ONIPOCHUI 00 3TOM IIPOCTO IIOTOMY, YTO BCIOMHUII: B TOU IIKOJIE, Ky[a OH PaHbIIle
3arIsiobIBAJI JIUIN U3PefiKa, U B 00IIEeHUN C OMHOKIACCHUKAMMU, KOTOPHIX BUAET CTOJIb XK€ PEIKO, BCe
Bcerpa o0palanich K HeMy 00e37u4eHHBIM Thl. OH HUKOTIa He CIIBIa, YTOOl KTO-TO... 3BaJl €T
HOaubcunb. Ha ry0nl copBanach ropbkasi ycMeIllka — [0 Yero e OOUHOKO eMy CcTajo!

Jlyn Croanb HaxMmypuncs. OH He 3HaJll, Kak IpaBubHee — 3BaTh ero Mo KOaub unu Banb FOaHbCHUHB?
OH BcTas ¢ moctenu, Hanui cebe MUay 4Yal U, TTIIAsS Ha BOOHYIO I'JIafib B Yalllke, IIOTPY3UJICS B
3alyMYUBOCTb.

— Croaun?

— ...OTHBIHE Oymems craTh B 3ane [ToBepkeHHOro [IpakoHa. OH KakK pa3 PSAoM C 3TUM [[BOPIOM
CloaHbbl0AHB, TaK MHe OyfeT ynoOHee Tebs 103BaTh, fa U Tebe, ecu MOHaH00II0Ch, TIPOIle MEHS
HAWTH.

— Ou! Twl Tak u He oTBeTwn! HazoBu Mo€ ums! — Banb KOaHBCHHIO ITepenanochk PeaKoe sl HETO
pasmpaxeHue. OH yXke X0TeJl CXBaTUTh MOAYIIKY ¥ 3allyCTUTh €10 B cobeceqHUKA, HO HEJIOBKO 3afell
paHy Ha XXKUBOTE U TUXOHBKO CKPUBHUJICS OT OOJIHU.

XoTs 3BYK OBLI efiBa CNHIIHEIM, JIyH CloaHb, HaXOOWBIIKNCS HEIOOAIeKy, BCE xke yinoBui ero. OH TyT
ke Opocun nuany u nogdexas IIPOBEPUTh, B UEM HEJIO.

— Yto ¢ Toboit? Pana 60mut?

Baup K0aHbCHHD IpUKaJ JafoHb K IOCTPafiaBIIeMy MECTY U TOPHKO YCMEXHYIICS:

— A cnyx y Te6st oTMeHHBI! Yero TH Tak MaHUKyels? Bug Tako#, OyATo 9T0 y TeOst GONUT U TH 3a
3TO TeJI0 TepexkuBaellb Oobine MeHs. Heyxemnu Bmo6uncs B MeHs? Paccnabecst! S mpocTo
CIy4aiHO 3afiell paHy, AJIs MeHs 3Ta O0/Ib — [IeJI0 MPUBBIYHOE, OT TAKOTO HE YMUPAIOT...

Ero 6poBu, comenumecs Ha IePEeHOCHUIle, Hayasly IOCTEIIEHHO pas3rIaXkuBaThCs U3-3a 6€33a00THOTO
ToHa Baub FOaubcuHs, a 3aTeM B3neTenu BBepX. JIyH CiloaHb BO3MYIIIEHHO BhITAIHIT:

— 910 51 Tebs cmac! Ecnu g He Oyny maHUKOBaTh, TO KT0?! MHe ellle He XBaTalo TPATUTh
OparoleHHbIe JIeKapCTBa M BpeMs Ha TOT'0, KTO BOT-BOT 0TOPOCUT KombiTa! Thl X0Tes, YTOOH 5T Ha3Ball
TBOe uMs? Xopoirno! CHavana Hay4ucCh Kak ciefyeT 3a00TUTHCSA 0 COOCTBEHHOM Tejie, U TOTfia 5 caM
coboit cTaHy 3BaTh TeOS 110 UMEHU!



EnBa cnoBa copBaiucsk ¢ Ty0, ocTon0eHe He TOJIBKO TOT, K KOMYy OHU 00paljanuch, HO U caM
rosopsuuii. JIya CroaHb He IOHMMaAJ, I0OYEMY ero Tak BOIHYeT COCTosHUe Boub FOaHbCUHS, HE
TIOHMMaAJI, TI0YeMY OH Pa303JIUJICS, YBUAEB TaKyio 6ecriedHOCTh. KpacHBIN N0 KOHUYUKOB YIIEH, OH
PE3K0 OTBEPHYJICS, YMOJIKHYB, U 3aJIIOM OCYILIUJI YK€ OCTBHIBIIUM Yail.

T'opeko. [10 Yero xe rOpbKUii BKYC, ¥ II0OYEMY-TO JaXe Ha [AyIIe COeaaaoCh TOPBKO.
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