— Hedputossiit MmnepaTop! — He o6opauyrBasck, oTBeTun JIio [lyHOMHBL, HEOTPHIBHO TISAS Ha
SI3BIKM TIJTaMEHM y aJIeKol TOpPoACcKoi cTeHkl. Ha TakoM pacctosinuu JIto [lyHOUHD yXKe He MOT
MOAMUTHIBAThE 00KECTBEHHHIM OrOHb CBOEH [yxoBHOU cuiioi. M oH, u Jlaub 1lalixa3, u MacTep
MatiTpest IpekpacHO ITIOHUMAJIU: YracaHue IIJlaMeH! — JIALIb BOIIPOC BpeMeHHY, U B IJla3ax KaX/oro
13 HUX HEBOJIbHO IIPOMEJIBKHYJIO OTYasHHe.

— Hedputossii UmnepaTop?! — Jluas 'odhsx HepoBepunBo npoTep rinasa. — Hedbputoswi
HWMnepatop BHITNIAOUT BOT Tak?! — To U U3-3a HaIpsiXKeHUs, TO JIU OT YOAUBJIEHHUS, a TO JIU U3
3aBuctu JIuHb ['0)5H HEBOJILHO BHIPYTaCs.

O11e10MIIEHHO B3TJIAHYB Ha HETO, JIro HYHﬁPIHB IIoKayas rojioBOu:

— He roBopu raymnocreii! [To npemanusaM, u3HadaabHo HedpuToswiit MiepaTop 0BT MyKYKUHOM, HO
HioliBa B3si/ia €ro B y4eHUKH U Ilepefaja eMy 00kKeCcTBeHHbIe MCKYyCCTBa. [103qHee, BO3HECICH Ha
Hebeca, HedpuToBriit MmnepaTop 3amenun HioliBa B ynpaenenun HebecHbiM mupoM. OfHaAKO M3-3a
TOTO, YTO OH CTOJIb JOJITO IMOCTUTAJI Maruio HiolBa, ero UCTUHHEIN 00IMK CUJIBHO U3MEHUJICS U
IIOCTENEHHO CTaJl IOXOOUTh Ha BHEIIHOCTh HiouBa.

— Hioiiea? — JIusb ['o9H BHUMATEIHHO BCMOTPEJICS B CTATYIO, ellle CUJIbHee MOAaBIINCh
moboneITCTBY. ECu faxke 3Ta cTaTys o0nagaeT CTOJILKMM 09apOBaHUEM, TO KAKOBO Ke 3PeJUIIlE,
aBuch caM Hedputossiit MmnepaTop unu nuyHo HioiiBa?

Kak pas B ToT MOMeHT, Korga JIuub ['0h3H ¢ HHTepPecoM Pa3rIsabiBa CTATyo, LI3uHb AHBL3H BOAPYT
BCS 3a7pozKajia U YCTPpeMusia B3Iy Baaiab. CepoBaTo-Oeible CTEHE FOpofia YKe MPEeBPATUIUCE B
KpacHO-Oyprle, 1 OHU KUILIEJIU ITOBCIONY, CJIOBHO IIIEBEJISAINIMECS Ha MOPCKOM [IHEe KOCSIKM GarpsHbIX
Bopiopocreii. JIto [lyHOUHb CHOBa COTBOPHJI 3aKIMHAHME HEeIogaieKy OT CTaTyHu:

— XM? — OH BHUMAaTEJNIbHO OCMOTpPEI MeY, a 3aTeM COCPENOTOYEeHHO ycTaBuicd Ha JlaHb Llaiixa.

Jlans Llaiixa ToXe OOCTasl CBOX ABIPYATYIO CSI0 U 3aurpasl, CoOCpefoTo4YuB . Menonus 3Bydana
MOIITHO ¥ PAaCKaTUCTO, Ka3aJIoCh, €€ 3X0 YHOCUTCS B caMble Hebeca 1 He cMonKaeT. OgHAKO B TOT
MOMeHT, Korga JIuabs ['0h3H yKe IMOTHOCTRIO TOTPY3UICSA B 3a4apOBaHue, My3blKa BHE3AITHO
obpBasnacek. Jlanb 1laiixs MaxHyJ PYKOM, 3aKUHYJI CSI0 3a CIIMHY U U3BJIeK 6aMOyKOBYIO QIIeHTy.

Macrep MatiTpes ToXe clierka HaxMypui OpoBu:

— 310ech KPOETCS HEUTO CTPaHHOE!

JTto [IyHOWHDb OBEpHYJICS K MacTepy MalTpero 1 03afaueHHO CIIPOCHIT:

— VBaxaemsnili Bynna oOHapyKuml HeagHoe?



— Bepno, — MacTep MatiTpest ClIOXKHUJ PYKK Ha TPYOHU ¥ TPOMKO ITPOU3HEC: — Pa3 yxK MEI, Tpoe
0ecCMepTHBIX, HAXOOsACh 3[IeCh, HE MOXKeM coOpaTh HU OYXOBHYIO CHIIY, HU UCTUHHYIO ITH, 9TO MOXKET
03HAYaTh JIUIIb OMHO: 9TO MECTO KpaliHe HeoOBIYHO!

C aTuM¥M clI0BaMU BCe Tpu 60KEeCTBa MOBEPHYJIU T'OJIOBLL B CTOPOHY CTATy¥ U BIIUJTUCEH B HEE
B3T/ISIIOM. Tpouiia ke CMepTHEIX — JIuHb ['03H U OCTaNbHbIEe — Y2Ke He Pa3[deIsiid UX CTPeMIeHUS
IIPO0JIXKATh Co3epliaHue. BepHee, OHM ceryac yTpaTUIM UHTEPEeC BooOIIe KO BCeMY: BOalieKe
HEUCYUCIUMBIE TIOJTYHINa KPaCHO-OYPHIX MyCTHIHHBEIX MypPaBbeB-BOMHOB I'POMO3AUIUCE APYT Ha ApyTra
TOYHO TaK JKe, KaK 3a TOPOJICKOY CTeHOH, 00pa3yst Lesblie MIACTH, ¥ KAa3aJioCh, YTO MX CTAJI0 AaxkKe
Oonbllle, 4eM CHapyXKHU.

JIunb T'odsH nogymarn: 6yab Y HETO cefidac B PyKaX YeTHIPEXCTBOJIbHBIM 'PAaHAaTOMET UJIU PaKeTa C
3aXKUTaTeNIbHOM TePMOCHUIION TIa V-2, HEIHEIIHee I0JI0OXKEeHKe Nell He Ka3aaoCh Okl CTOIb
oT4assHHBEIM. [Topa3MbICIUB 00 3TOM, OH HEBOJILHO B3[[OXHYJI: Kak OblII0 OBl TPEeKpacHoO, eciiyd OBl ero
coOCTBEHHBIN apceHas Mo-npexkHeMy paboTan B 3TOM IIPOCTPaHCTBe!

— Hapmo xe, momyMaTth TOnbKO! S, MCTUHHBIN MYy POCTOM B CeMb UM, 00JIaaloIIuii
HeTpeB30iIeHHEIMU 00eBEIMU UCKYCCTBAaMU U OKPYKEHHBIN TpeMs KeHaMU [la YeThIPbMS
HaJIOXKHUIIAMH, CyAs II0 BCeMY, COOUPaloCh CTUHYTh B 9TOM MECTE.

MoinHas BojiHa OBITON yHasmu XJIbIHYIA B Ipyab JIueb I'odana. OgHOM PyKOM OH B3MaxHYI Med,
BHINIMCHIBAS 3aMBICTIOBATHIY y30p, U KITMHOK barpoBoi KpoBbio yka3an Ha 3eMito. JInHb ['opaH ropmo
BBITIPSIMHUTICS, ¥ OT HET'0 BOJTHOM XJIBIHYJI OeCCTpalllHblii, Tpe3upaloluil cMepTh 00eBOi IyX:

— 4, JIunb T'oaH, 3mecs! U ecnu CyKeHO MHE CETOHS MOTUOHYTh, TO 3a0paTh OOHOTO — yXKe He B
yOBITOK, a 3a0paTh JBOUX — YKCTas MPUOLLIE. ..

Besymerr TaH pa3uHys poT U ocTon0eHeno ycTaBuics Ha JIunb ['odana. Kak oH HU JIoMal TOJIOBY,
HUKaK He MOT B3ATh B TOJIK: 3a0paTh OHOTO — 9TO ellle MTOHATHO, TO €CTh ONUH Ha OfWH LIeHOU
JKW3HU, HO KaK TIOHUMaTh 3TO «3a0paTh IBOMX — YUCTas MPUOBUIE»?!!

LI3uHb AHBI3E TOXKE 3aMepiia, HO OHA He IpefaBasiach CTOJb CIIOKHHIM Pa3MyMbsSM — OHa IIPOCTO
cMmoTpena Ha Jluab ['odaHa, COBEPIIEHHO He 3aMeyasi, KaK B €€ T/la3aX 3aropalTcs KPOIIeyHEe
HUCKOPKHU. ITH IIePEeMeHEl He3aMeTHO IIPOUCXOIUIM B Hel ocIenHre HeCKOIbKO JHeH, 1 OHa caMa
elle He 0CO3HaBaja MX.

JIunb 'osn u caM moHT, 94TO oroBopusicsa. Ha MrHOBeHMe aypa BOKPYT HEro 3aMepiia, a 3aTeM
IIOJIHOCTBIO paccesiniach. [lypallinBo YCMEXHYBIINCH, OH CHOBA IIOMLITAJICA CHeaTh BhIIaZ MEUYOM,
OOHAKO CHUTYallusl He OCTaBJIsijia BRIOOpa — [eJI0 3alli0 CIUIIKOM maneko. JIuub ['odan 6Gpocuncs
BIlepeq...

— Croit! — JIto [IlyHOUHD eIUHBIM OBUKEHUEM TIOOXBaTHU/I pBaHyBIIerocs Buepep JIuub ['odsHa u B
[Ba-TPU IlIara IepeHec ero mpsMo K IMOAHOXKUIO CTaTyu. Bce 3TO MPOU30III0 TaK CTPEMUTENIBHO, YTO
3aHSJI0 MEHbIIIe TTOJIOBUHBI CEKYHIHI.



JIunb 'oan ornsigerncst mo CTopoHaM U yABIOHYIICS. TPyoHO OBIIO MPEACTaBUTh, UTO B CTOJIb
KPUTHUYECKHUHA MOMEHT OH CIToCO0eH yasI0aThCs, HO MPUYMHA KPBIJIACh B PYTOM: CJIeBa OT HETO CTOSI
Bbesymern Tas, a cipaBa — LI3unap AHBLU3EL. Bcex Tpoux 3aTalluiiv K CaMOU CTaTye.

B 3TOT MOMEHT CO BCEX CTOPOH Pa3[ajoCch HECKOHUYAEMOe: BXKYX... BXYX...

CKBO3b I'POMO3AIINECS TPYABl MypPaBheB €iBa yragblBaliCh CUTY3Thl MypPaBbeB-UMIIEPATOPCKUX
CTpakeH, YTO TOJIBKO YTO IPOAEMOHCTPUPOBAJIM TaKyl0 T'PO3HYIO CUJTY 3a TOPOJICKOM CTEHOM.

B Ty MUHYTY U TpO€ CMEPTHBHIX, XU TPOe 6€CCMEPTHHIX UCIIBITHIBAIN KOJIOCCAIbHOE fIaBliIeHNe, HO BAPYT
CBEPIIUIIOCH YYTO0.

B papuyce nsitTumecsTH METPOB BOKPYT cTaTyd HedpuroBoro MMmneparopa Hi 0ObIYHEIE TYCTHIHHBIE
MYpaBbU-BOMHEI, HY TUTAHTCKUE MypPaBbU-UMIIEPATOPCKHUE CTPaXKK He MOTJIM CTYNUTD U IOJIIIara
BIEpET.

ITocTeneHHO CITYTHUKH JIuHb FO(I)SH& 3aMETHIIN 3TO YOUBUTEJIbHOE ABJIEHHWE — TOYHEEe IroBOpPsi, CaMUu
MYPaBBHU ITOMOTJIX UM PA3TTIAOETE €T0.

HecKkobKO MypaBbUHBIX Ky4 13-3a HEPAaBHOMEPHOTO paclpefesieHNs Beca Hayasld 3aBa/IuBaThCS B
cropony JIlunb ['odaHa 1 ero cyTHUKOB. Ho K KpalitHeMy U3yMJIeHUIO HaOM0aolIuX, B BO3AyXe
oOHapyXKuJach MOTyIpo3paydHas perpafa: Kak 6b MypaBb HYU Iafaiu, IpobuTh 9Ty MeMOpaHy
Ob1T0 HEBO3MOXKHO. bojiee TOTo, pyXHYB Ha Hee, LeJible TIAaCTh HaCEeKOMBIX COCKaJTb3hIBAI BHU3 U
nagaay Ha 3eMJTi0. [IpuCMOTpPEeBIINCh BHUMATEIbHEE, MOXKHO OBIJI0 3aMETHUTh, YTO PYXHYBIIKUE Ha
3eMJII0 MypPaBbU U3 KPACHO-OyPHIX CAeaauch YePHEIMU U 3aMepiu 6e3 OIBUKEHUS — OHU ObLIN
HAIpOUb COXKIKEHHI.

YBupes 910, JIuub ['0)9H MOKPHITICS XOTOMHBIM IIOTOM: CTOHJIO TIOAYMATh O TOM, 4TO ObII0 OFI, eCiu
Obl OHM caMu, TPUOIMKASICE K CTaTye, CIy4ahHO KOCHYIUCH 9TON HEBUOMUMOU MEJIEHHL. .

XoTs MypaBbu 60Jiblile He IPENCTaBIsANY YTpo3kl 01 rpynnsl JInes [odaHa, HaCTpoeHUe Yy Bcex
0CTaBaJioCh TAKenbiM. CTOUIIO TPU3HATh: UCTUHHBIN y2Kac IMyCTHIHHBIX MypaBbeB 3aK/Ii04ascs B UX
0e33aBeTHOM IIpeHeOpeKeHNN K COOCTBEHHON XKU3HU U HEBEPOSITHOM CIIJIOYeHHOCTH. [ImacT 3a
IIJITaCTOM HaCeKOMEIe COCKaJIb3bIBa/Ii C BEPIINHEL [T0/IyCcHeprudecKol Iperpagsl, ¥ TYT XKe HOBLHIE
BOJIHBI MypaBheB, He Iafs XKu3Hel, 6pocanuch Ha WITYPM 3TOr0 Kymosa. [10mo0Hb 6eCKOHEYHbIN
1MKJI 6e3pacCcymHOro MTypMa TaK pe3Ko KOHTPACTUPOBAJ C UX HeflaBHEN POOOCTHIO U CTPAxoM, 4TO
IIeCTePO [aJeKo He TIYILIX JIIAEN YIOBUIN B IPOUCXOLAIIEM HEeUTO 3/10Bellee U TOHKOE.

— Xnon! — JIune ['odsH menkuyn nansiamu. — 9 nousan! Cratys HedppuroBoro MMnepaTopa
obnagaeT yCTpallamiliM BO3IeHCTBUEM Ha HUX!

Bcex OykBasibHO cpa3uiny HamoBal cioBa JIuas ['odana, u Jlo IyHOMHL 03BYYHUII TO, UTO AyMau, HO
He pellaiiCh CKa3aThb OCTaJIbHEIE:



— IToporo# y4eHUK, HY... 9-3... B 0011IeM, MOXKeIllb He TOBOPUTh, MBI ¥ TaK BCe yBUeIH!

JIuab T'odsH BEICTABUJI IPaBYI0 PYKY, IOOHSJ YKa3aTeIbHbIH Iajel] U JIETKO MOKPYTUTT UM:

— 41 cobuparoch CKa3aTh BOBCE He 3TO. Y 9THX MypaBheB BeOb NOJIXKHA ObITH KOposeBa? Ecmu Mbl
CyMeeM HaWTH MATKy U 3aCTaBUTh €€ MOIUMHUTHLCS HaM, HHHEITH S 0efa pa3pemuTcs caMa coOox.

— Bpat l'odsH, 1 no-TBOEMy, KaK UMEHHO MHI JOJIKHEL fieicTBOBaTh? — TaH Oii cierka B3MaxHyn
BEEPOM, BHITJISIAS IIPU 9TOM YeJIOBEKOM, ¥ KOTOPOTO yKe CO3pesl HafleKHHBIM IIJIaH.
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