Bpewms He xkmano, u JIsi CsiousH OGBICTPO coOpaJ IO CTeHAMHU TOPOa OTPSM U3 BOCBMUIECATH C
JIUIIHUAM 4eJloBeK. [T/ Ha 9TUX CMEPTHUKOB, COCTOSIBIINX CILIOIIb U3 BETEPAHOB, OH YCMEXHYJICS:

— Xa-xa-xa, IogyMaTh TOJIBKO, 51 ellle YBUXKY Balllu poxku. JIu Mao, TH 4TO, 0 CUX IIOp HE COOX? —
obpaturics JIai CsA04sH K 3HaKOMOMY JIUILY B CTPOIO.

— JloknagrIBaio reHepasy: s U caM He 3Haio moueMy. HaBepHoe, Hebeca X0TST, 4TOOH 51 BEYUHO
CJIel0BaJI 3a BaMHU, — IIPOCTOAYIIHO U TJIYIIOBATO YXMBUIbHYJICS JIu Mao.

— q}KYH Y, a TEI? 3TOT COMJISIK TOXKE JKUB. OOBIYHO THI BEYHO OOCTABJIAJI MHE Ky41y XJIOIOT!

— Xe-xe, reHepai. Bel Tak CUIBHO XKfanu Moei cMepTu? Ecnu 1 yMpy, pa3Be BH K 3TOMY
IIPUBLIKHETE?

— IIpoBanuBait! He 3Hat0, Kak Ol 51 OTHOXHY, ecnu Obl TeOs He cTaso!

— Xa-Xa-xa... — BCe paCCMeSNINuCh.

JIstt Cs104sH cTep yNBIOKY C JIMlAa ¥ OKUHYJI B3TJISIAOM CTOSIBIIMX Ieper HUM 6010B. B ero ceppnue
3TH 0oy OblIM ero OpaThsiMu — OpaThsIMU, C KOTOPEIMU OH IIPOIIIeN Yepe3 XKU3Hb U CMepPTh. [1ycTh
ceryac OHU ynbEI0aNuCh, 3a UX y/IbI0KaMy CKpPEIBAJIOCh HEBEIPA3UMOe Tparuieckoe MyKecTBo!

— XBaTtut 00/ITaTh, CyIIANTe MOM IMpHKa3! Y KOTo moMa OCTa/IiCh IIPecTapesibie POOUTETH —
cHenaTh Iar Bruepem!

W3 cTpos BHIIIO TPMHAALATE COJIAAT.

— KT0 He XeHaT 1 He UMeeT IIOTOMCTBA — CHeJaTh Inar Bnepen!

mal"HYHO ellne OBaAllaTh YeJIOBEK, a OCTABIINXCs KadK pa3 HaﬁpaJ’IOCb POBHO IIATHOECAT. JIati Cs1043H
OrJjiAgelI BRIMIEeOMInX U3 CTPOA BOMHOB U ITPOU3HEC:

— BrI ocTaeTech B roposie 1 oTBedaeTe 3a 000poHy. OCTambHBIM — 110 KOHSIM!

C T'POMKHUM JIA3TOM JIa#1 Cs1049H BCKOYMII B CenJio, HaTAHYII IIOBOAOBSA U CXKaAJl B PyKe HIPIpOKI/IfI Medq.

Pa3sparscs elle oguH APYXKHBIM JISI3T: BCe, BKITIOYasl TPUAIATh TPEX COJIAAT, TOIBKO YTO BHIIIENIINX U3
CTPOS, CTPOMHO B3JIeTENH B cefyia. KaxKmplii MoT4a OTBsI3all CO CIIMHEI CTalTbHOE KOITbe, B3SIJT €T0
HaAM3TOTOBKY U TYTO IIPUBSA3all K PyKe II0JI0COM TKaHHU, CJIOBHO OHY BOBCE He CIIBbIIIANIM IMpuKa3a JIau
CsousHa.



— Be1 uTO TBOPUTE? MoO€Ero npukasa He CbIIaNIu? — PABKHYI JI9i1 C1043H.

— T'eHepai, npouly, I03BOJIbTE HAM IIOUTH ¢ BaMu! Heyxkenu BEl fymMaeTe, 4TO €CJIU IIafieT TOPOf,
Hallli CEMbH CMOTYT BBIXKUThH? — I'POMYe BCEX BhICKA3aJsl TO, UTO OBIIO Ha [yIle, CONAAT C IOXKHUIBIMU
POXHUTENSIMU, CTOSBIINM OJIUXKE K HEMY.

— BepHno, rerepai. Mnl 00s13aHbI TOKUTH ¢ BaMu! f BcTynun B ApMuio ceMbu JIai HelaBHO, HO yXKe
IIPOHUKCS €e BOMHCKUM AyXOM. BUThCST 10 KOHIla ¥ ITacTh B 6010 — HU 0 UeM He XKajew! — ¢
TBEPHOCTHIO B TOJI0CE IIPOU3HEC APYTOM COMMAT, KOTOPOMY Ha BUI OBLJIO BCETO JIET BOCEMHA/ALIATh-
OeBATHAOIATE.

OcTanbHBIE [IPYXKHO ToAmepxKanu ux. CII0BOM, HUKTO U3 HUX He 3aX0TeJl OCTaBaThCS: faxKe Iepef
JIUIIOM CMEPTH 9TU BOMHEI OBIIM T'OTOBHI IIACTh Ha I10JIe OpaHH.

I'maza JIau Css04sHa 3aBOJIOKUIIO crne3aMu. OH Pa3BEPHYII KOHSA U B3PEBeJI BO BCIO MOYb:

— 3a MHOH, B aTaKy! — OH B3MaxHYJI XJILICTOM U U30 BCeX CUJI yIapuil CKaKyHa.

[TouyBcTBOBaB 60J1b, KOHBb M3 BCEX CHJI OPOCUIICS K TOPOACKUM BopoTaM. OCTalbHbIE IOBTOPHIIHM €0
OBUXKEHUE, CKUMas B pyKax CTaJIbHble KOIIbS U HEOTCTYIIHO crenys 3a JIau CI043HOM.

Bounbl Kiiana [1eMOHOB CHapyKH BCE ellle SPOCTHO IITypMoBanu BopoTa. [Iocie ouepegHoro
TPOXOUYIIETO yaapa TapaH OTKaTUJICS Ha3afl, TOTOBSCh K HOBOMY HaOery. B 9TOT caMbIii MOMEHT
IIPOM30IIIO HEYTO COBEPIIEHHO HEOXKUIAaHHOE: TOPOLICKUE BOPOTa OTBOPUIIUCH camu coboii. Ho To,
YTO [IOCJIEN0BAJIO0 3a 3TUM, II0BEPIJIO BParoB B MOJIHBIM IIIOK: M3 BOPOT BEPXOM Ha KOHE C JIFOTHIM
BhIpaXkeHUEM JIMlla BEUIETEl MyXKUKWHa, a 3a HUM — TaKUe Xe CBUPEIble YeJI0BeYeCKre BOMHHI.

Bcero 3a 0gHO CTOJKHOBEHHE IeMOHUYECKHE TeXOTHHIIH Y TapaHa He YCIIeIu YBePHYThCS U ObLUIH
paMeTaHBl KOHSIMH B pa3HbIe CTOPOHHI. BHe3anHoe HanageHue cOuno BouHOB Kitana [1eMOHOB C
TOJIKY, a GOMITEl ApMuu ceMbH JI9ii COBMECTHBIMU YCUTUSIMU ITepepyOuIn KaHaThl Ha TapaHe.

'poxoT! KaHATH IOMHYIIH, U MIPEXK[Ie MPOYHbIM OCagHbIM TapaH MTHOBEHHO Pa3BaJIUIICS Ha KyCKU. Y
COJIZAT, TOJKABIIKX €ro, He ObII0 Ipu cebe OPYKUS, U MPOUCXOsIee MPeBPaTUIOCh B H30KUeHue B
OofHU BopoTa. JIsii CI04Y5H U ero JII0AY MEeTaJIUCh U3 CTOPOHLI B CTOPOHY, U KaXKAbIM yaap YHOCHUII
YBIO-TO IEMOHUYECKYIO KU3Hb.

— T'enepan! OHU OKPYZKAIOT HaCc! — KPUKHYJI OOUH U3 CONIOAT.

— Hy Tak mycTbh mOmoNAyT ¥ BOOUHIO yOEdsaTCs, Ha YTO CITIOCOOHBE HACTOSIINE My KYUHBI U3 ApMUH
cembu JIait! — mpe3putensHo 6pocun JIsk CS04sH U pa3BEePHYII KOHS.

Bups, kak K HUM HpI/I6J'II/I}KaI-OTC5{ COTHH OEMOHOB, OH BSMaXHYII pYKOﬁ U CKOMaHOOBall:



— IlocTpoutscsa! Knug, mocTpoeHue Onsd aTaky, OCTpUe Ha MHe!

— EcTb! — rpsiHyN CTPOVHEBIN OTBET.

Chyi BEIY4Y€HHBI€ BOMHEI MTTHOBEHHO IIE€PECTPOUIINCE, B35IB 3da TOYKY OTCUETaA JIani CsiousHa, U B
MT'HOBEHHE OKa C(bOpMI/IpOBaJ'[I/I KJINH.

Korma Bparu npu0au3unuch Ha NAThAECAT maros, JIai CsS04sH mpHUIIesT B IBUXKEHNWE U 3bIYHO
PSBKHYII:

— B artaky!

— Youts! — norpscaromui Hebeca CTPOMHEIN KJIUY COPBAJICA C YCT BCEX CONTAT, CII€L0BaBIINX 3a
JIstt CstousnoM. Iblnast xkaxmnou yOuCcTBa, OHU PUHYJIUCH BIIEPEN.

CnoBHo ne3Bue camou CMepTH, oTpsp JIai CsousHa BpyOUIICS IPSIMO B LIEHTP BPaXKeCKOT0 CTPOS.
PaspymuTenbsHas cuiia ynapa Oblla 04eBHHA: TIepBas XKe BOIHa aTaKi B MTHOBeHHe OKa 3abpasa
JKM3HU HECKOIBKUX NECSTKOB MTPOTUBHUKOB. BEICTPO BoCCTaHOBUB 60€BOM MOPSIOK, OHU IO BO
BTOPYIO aTaxy.

— B araky! — mop Boopy1ieBnsioue 60eBble KIMYU BOMHB ApMuM ceMby JI3¥ BHOBb BPE3aIuCh B
TOJINTy BpParoB. [IeMOHH He yCIIeBaJid yBOpauuBaThCs, U OecunciieHHble KU3HU 00phIBaIUCh OfIHA 3a
opyro#. OmHaKO Bparu He OBITK TPSITKAaMU: BO BPEMS CTOJIKHOBEHUS IISITEPHIM CONITaTaM
TI0CYACT/IMBUIIOCH BBIOUTH JTiofiel u3 cemya. CTOMI0 BOMHY KOCHYThCS 3€MJIH, KaK Ha HET'0 CO BCeX
CTOPOH OOPYIINBAIUCH JECSATKY KITMHKOB, U €T0 TeJI0 MIHOBEHHO ITPeBpalllaiock B KPOBaBOe MECHBO.

Boi1ibl TTOCIIENTHO 3aTI0THUIIH GPeIy B CTPO0, IIPUKABIIKCH OPYT K OPYTY elle IIoTHee. KaxXmbii
copBai ¢ ce0st MPOYHYIO MOJIOCY TKAaHU ¥ HAaKPEIKO MPUBS3all ce0s K TOBapuIllaM — OHU HE XOTEeJTH
IOTIyCKaTh, YTOOBI KTO-TO €IIle yIaJl, a eCI KOMY-TO He ITOCYACTIUBUTCS IOTHOHYTh B 0010, €T0 TEJ0
OHHU 00513aHBI OBITIK BEIHECTH C IO, [JIs1s Ha M3yPOIOBaHHbIE OCTAHKH IABIIKUX OPAThEB, BOUHEL
Pa3TOPEeIUCh ellle MmyIel TPoCThIo.

— B ataky! — Bo BpeMsi 04epeIHOT0 PEIBKA M3-3a CBSI3AHHBIX TKAHBIO TEJI BCE UX OBUIKEHUS OBLIH
IIOPa3UTEeNIbHO CUHXPOHHEL. B rima3ax conpgaT KnaHa [leMoHOB 3a1mieckancs yxac, a JIsay Cs04sH U
ero JII0Y HeCJIUCh BIepe[ ellle OLICTpee U CBUPeIIee.

[Tocne yepeqnsl aTak ¥ KOHTpaTakK Iepen rOPOACKUMEI BOPOTaMU HaKOHeI] 00pa30Bajicsa KJI09O0K
cBobomHOro mpoctpaHcTBa. Ero JIaii Cs104YsH U ero JII0[K OTBOEBAIM IIEHOM TPUALATH IIeCTH XKU3HEH.
[TaBIIME BOMHEI IO-IIPEKHEMY KPEIKO OepzKaluCh B CefjiaX, UX KpOBb Kallajla Ha 3eMJII0, a MaJsIbLibl
BCe TakK Xke CyJOPOXKHO CXKUMAaJIU APEeBKYU CTaJIbHBIX KOIIHH.

CBobopHas 3eMJs Oblyla YChITaHA TPYIaM# JeMOHOB — 3a HECKOJIbKO aTak ApMuu cembu JIoit Te
TIOTEPSIJIM OKOJIO IBYXCOT uesoBeK. OCTallbHbIE Bparu OKPYKUIIKA OTPSI, CTapasicCh He JIe3Th Ha



POZKOH, a BBIKMJAsi MOMEHT [IJIs1 yjapa BO BPeMsi HOBOY BBIJTA3KU: €CJIU TIOBE3€ET, YIaCTCs
IPUKOHYUTH XOTS OB 0gHOTO conpgata Apmuu cembu JIai. JTiomeit y JIait CsousHa U Tak ObLI0
HEMHOTO, ¥ KaXX[bl yOUTHIN OB HA CUETY.

Bce 6Gotitibl, BKTI04Yas camoro JIsit CsiousHa, OBIIM CIIIONIb TOKPHITH PaHaMu — OHU BeOb He U3
JKenesa coelaHbl. B Kaxkaol aTake IPUXOOUIIOCH HE TOIBKO yOUBATh BParos, HO ¥ YBOPAaYMUBaTLCS OT
JIETSIIINX CO BCEX CTOPOH CMEPTOHOCHHBIX KJIMHKOB. [ 151719 Ha HECKOJIKO COTEH JEeMOHOB BII€PENH,
JIatt CssousH yneiOHYICSA. TOIBKO YTO OH B3TJISTHYJI Ha COJIHIE B HeOe — OHO YyKe KJIOHUJIOCH K
TIOJTyIHIO. BEITH MOXKET, IOOKpeIneHne yxe 61u3ko, u ['opox ®3HXyaH ygacTcs yoepKaTh.

— Bpartbs, mepxutecs! CKOpO MONIIeHb, Hallle IIOOKPeIIeHre yKe Ha noaxome! ITpoBemem erie
HECKOJIbKO aTakK, ¥ KaK TOJIbKO ITOJOMIYT HAIllK, 9TH YOIIIOOKY I00eryT!

— EcTp!

Conpat 3a COIfaToM TyXKe 3aTATMBaJId Y371kl U3 TKaHU Ha pyKaX. BbII0 HEMOHATHO, UTO TEYET 110 UX
JIALlaM — TI0T UM KPoBb. OpyXkKHue yXKe C TPYHAOM AepKaioCh B OHEMEBIINX PyKaX, X CUJI Y KaXA0ro
ocTaBaJsioch B 00pe3. ENMHCTBEHHEIM CTUMYJIOM ITIOOHMMATh UX B HOBYIO aTaKy OCTaBajiach Bepa B
3amuty ['opoma ®3uXyaH.

Tem BpemeneM Illanb CI0OH ¥ €T0 JIIOOK 3a/Ier/Ii B HeOOJIBIIIOM F'OPHOM JIOTY HEIOfaleKy OT Jlareps
Knana [IeMoHOB. [ISTCOT UMIIEPCKUX SMUTHHIX OOUIIOB XpPaHUIKX abCOIOTHOE MOTYaHUe, OXKUIAs
IpUKa3a.

— Hy uto Tam? — obpatuncs Illars CI0H K COIIATY, TOMHKO YTO BEPHYBLIEMYCS M3 PAa3BEIKH.

— T'eHepall, oxpaHeHHe BPaXkKeCKoro jareps ciaboe, TaM 0CTAI0Ch BCETO OKOJIO IBYXCOT YeioBek. K
TOMY JKe 51 0OHApPYKHUJI CKJIa[ MX IIPOBU3KH, 3allaCkl OTPOMHEI, — TSIKEJI0 JBIIIA, JOJIOXKHUII COJIIAT;
0eroTHs B3aj-BIEPE MOPSAKOM ero u3MoTaa.

— WonoTHI, mepKaTh MPUIIACH IIPsIMO B jarepe! PasBe 9T0 He HATISOHOE MPUTTIAIIEHHE 3aUTH C
THIJIA ¥ TIEPEPEe3aTh UM IyTH OTXOHa BO BPEMsI BBIJIA3KH B HAIII THIJI? — MIPE3PUTENIBHO OIIEHUI
o6ctaHoBKY Illans CioH.

— I'enepar, ecTh elre ogHa AypPHAS BeCTh. S TYT IPUKUHYI IPUMEPHBIN 00beM IIPOBU3KK: 00I0ChH, B
narepe Kyna 60bllle TpeX ThICSY royioB. Eciu Okl uX OBIJIO BCETO TPU THICAYH, UM Obl 663 HagoOHOCTH
XPaHUTH 3aIackl, KOTOPBIX XBATUT Ha IEJIBIN MeCsI MUTaHUsI, — N00aBUI Pa3BeIUMK.

— O? U CKONBbKO XK€ UX, I0-TBOEMY? — 3TOT Pa3BeIUYUK SBHO OBII OTIHITHBIM BETEPAHOM, U MTONOOHEIE
pacyeTsl BCeraa ymaBaauch eMy JIydle BCero.

— Ilo olleHKaM MOOUYMHEHHOr0, X TaM HUKaK He MeHbIlle BOCEMHU THICAY!



— Xa-xa, Kak pa3 BoBpeMs! He gymar, 4To HaM ymacTCs MOWMaTh TaKyio KPYIHYIO pei0y. BoT ke
yepToBCKU 310poBo! — Illanb CioH pacmisuics B yiaeiOKe. OH BO CHe BUMelN, Kak HaHecTu KimaHy
IIeMOHOB KaK MOXKHO OOJIbIINY YPOH, U ceidac MOABEPHYJICS OTIMYHBIH ITaHC. K ToMy ke B narepe
Bpara 0CTaBaJioCh MEHbIIIE IBYXCOT YeJIOBEK, Ipex OBIJI0 YIIYCKaTh BO3MOXKHOCTb YCTPOUTh 3HATHYIO
3aBapylIKy.

— Tl'enepar, 6010Ch, BCE He TaK pamyxkHO. [TogyMaiiTe caMu: €C/id y Bpara U BIIPSIMb BOCEMb THICSY
BOMHOB, TO ['opony ®3HXyaH I'pO3UT CMepTeIibHasd OIaCHOCTh, — C TPEBOr'OM IIPOU3HEC COJfar.

— Yero xe Mb xaeM? [leficTByeM npsMo ceiidac! [TepenaiiTe mpuka3: BceM B30OIPUTHCS, UOEM
TIOIKUTATh UX IPONOBOILCTBEHHEIE CKlambl! — Gpocu Illanb CIOH U MOHSJICS Ha HOTH, HUYYTh He
oIlacasich OBITHL 3aMEUYEHHEIM.

— EcTtn! — mepepnan mpukas conpar.

B narepe KnaHa [1eMOHOB geXKypHJIO BCETO OBECTH CTPaXKHUKOB, U Te€ JaXKe He MOJ03peBaid, 4To UX
TI0JIOXKEeHNEe BUCHUT Ha BOjoCKe. IISIThbCOT mepemoBeix 00ii1ioB 13 Jlarepss KimbIKOB Kpafyduch
npuONIUXKaIKUCh K THITbHOM YacTu yareps. OHU ellle He 3HAJIM, YTO 3aBTPAIIIHET0 PAcCBETa UM yXKe He
CYXJEHO YBUIETh.

IeMOH Ha CMOTPOBOI BBIIIIKE 3aMETHU/I HellafgHoe mepBbiM. OH MOCIEITHO 3a0pall B CTOPOHY
TIOM03PUTENILHOTO IITyMa:

— K10 upget?

Ho npexpe yeM [[030pHbIE BHU3Y YCIIeNIM OTPearupoBaTh, pa3facs JNefeH sl IyIy OKPUK:

— TBoi gen!

B TOT ke MUT 4acoBOM NUIIKIICS YYBCTB. [lepef caMoii CMEPTHIO OH yCIeNl YBUETh, KaK 00/TauyeHHbIe
B YepHBIE NOCIIEXH YeJI0BeUeCKHNEe BOMHEBI BHIPHIBAIOTCS U3 JIECHOM YAl U BPHIBAIOTCS B JIarepb.
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