Ona IIOCMOTPEJIa Ha I{y JIu, TBITAsCH pa3ridageTb XO0Thb KaKO#-TO HaM€EK Ha eTr0 UCTUHHEIEe HaMepeHus,
HO JIMIIO ‘-Iy JIu OBLIO0 COBEPIIEHHO CYPOBEIM, M Ka3aJIOCh, OH BOBCE He IIyTHIJI. OHy'CTI/IB TOJIOBY, OHa
JOJITO Pa3MBEIIIAJIa, TaK HUYETO U He IIOHAB, U HAaKOHEI] IIPOHU3HECIIa:

— Ecnu y BaHa 6oJbIlle HET pPACIIOpPSIKEHUH, 5, TT0XKaJyil, OTKIIaHSIOCh.

— Hux Jlo...

— Yto?

— Ilepen TeM Kak BeI3BaTh TeOs BO ABOpel], MMnepaTens... HU4ero ajs Tebs He crnaHuposat. Bee
3HAIOT, YTO TH — CJIy2KaHKa U3 MOEH PEe3UOEHINH, U SIBITHCS BO JBOPEI] BOT TaK, OYEPTS I'OJIOBY,
niist Te6s HeOe3onacHo. Ecnu ke y Te0s1 OyoeT TUTY KHATHHU, HUKTO He TIOCMeeT CMOTPETh Ha Te0s
CBBICOKA, ¥ VIMmepaTtensb MOMMET MOU HAaMEpPEeHUSI.

— Yro BB UMeeTe B BUMY, BaH? — B uaymneHuu cupocuina Lun JIo. — Heyxenu B coOupaeTech
npocuTh MiMmepaTopa JapoBaTh MHE TUTYN KHATUHU? ITO Ke Oe3ymue!

— Pa3Be B 9TOM eCTh YTO-TO HeBO3MOXKHOe? To, 4ero s xouy, s HeIPeMeHHO NOOWBAIOCh.

— Ho k yemy BOpyr Takue Mephl? [laxe eClny Hafilo MHOU KTO-TO U 37I0CJIOBUT, 9TO IPOMCXOTUT 3a
CIIMHOM, a S BCE-TAaKM HalOXKHHUIIA MalK9Hb, OTKPHEITO CO MHOM HUKTO HUYETO0 He clelaeT. 3aUueM
BaH...

— Ecnu He cOoenaTh Tak, TH yMpelllb. 3allOMHHU: KaK TOJIHKO 3aBEPIIUTCS I[EPEMOHUS 1102Ka0BaHUs
TUTYyJa, HAlIUIIX MHe TUCbMO gomoii. U eme... Brnaropoguou cynpyre ['yii¢gaii HeIb3s JOBEPSTH.

C atumu croBamu Uy JIu cnerka kuBHy” LuH Jlo u ymanuicst. BOKpyr Hero BHe3aIHO IOSIBUTACh
HECKOJIbKO CKPHITHBEIX CTpakKel B 4epHOM; OEeCIIyMHO CTYIIas JIETKUM IIIaroM, OHA HEOTCTYIIHO
CJIe[IOBAJIM II0 IsTaM, 3aluias BaHa. Kax b u3 HUX ObIT HEIIPEB30MIeHHEIM MacTEpPOM 0O0EBhHIX
MCKYCCTB.

Llun Jlo mpoBoguna B3rIAKOM yangiomytocs ¢urypy Uy JIu, MBICTIEHHO IPOKPYy4YXBas €ro HefaBHUE
CJIOBa, ¥ BAPYT OTYET/IMBO OCO3HAJIa: YBUIEB Benyauinywo TauHy My LluHxaHs, OHa IOIPOCTY HE
CMOKEeT 0CTaThCS B KUBHIX, a OCTymnas Tak, Uy JIu oTKpEITO OepeT ee IOA CBOIO 3aIIUTy, Opocas
IpSIMOU BhI30B camoMmy VMmepaTopy!

'ny0Ookoe n3yMiieHne 3aCTaBUIIO ee 3aMepeTh U CMOTPETh, Kak Uy JIu pacTBOpsieTCs BOAJIH, HE B
cuaX BEIMOJIBUTH HU CJIOBA, OIIYIasi BO PTY TOPHKUY MPUBKYC OHeMeHus. E¥ BOPYT I0Ka3aioch, YTO
COOBITHSI HEYMOJIMMO KATSITCS I10 HAKJIOHHOM, BHIXOMS U3-TI0]] €€ KOHTPOJIS, ¥ Cep/lle OXBaTUIa
JIATIKAs TaHuKa.

Hagectuth MMiepaTopa



E# kazanocs, 4to Uy JIu uaMeHumics.

XoTsl OHa He MOTJjla TOYHO 00BSICHUTH, B UeM UMEHHO OH CTaJl PYTUM, €Tr0 OTHOIIeHUE K Hell U’
MEeTO[IHI IEMCTBUY OIpeie/IeHHO JOKAa3hIBaIk OOHO — OH X0YeT ee 3aluTuTh. Llul JIo He 3Hana,
IIOCTYIIAeT JIM OH TaK M3-3a TOTO, YTO OHA ellle IPUTOOUTCS eMY 7T KaKUX-TO IeJied, UJu XKe... U3
XKaJocTu?

Kanoctu? C 4yero aTo MHe OyMaTh 0 HeM Tak? Korga-To oH ochinan MeHsI 0eCUrCIIeHHBIMU JIaCKaMH,
HO KOTZ]a OH BHIpE€3aJl BCI0O MO0 CEMbIO, B HEM He [IPOTHYJ HU OfUH MYyCKys! YTo coO MHOU CerogHs
TBOPUTCS, I0YEMY MOM YyBCTBa Tak OymIyioT? Heyxkenu ... pacTporaHa TeM, YTO OH MeHs cIac?

IX...

Luu Jlo, mOTEPSHHO TJIIAS B paCTBOPUBILYIOCS B HOUHOM Mriie ¢urypy Uy JIu, ¢ TAXKeIBIM cepaueM
BepHYyIach Bo JIBopelr KOi13a0. 3aKphIB I'/la3a, OHA BUfeJIa JIMIIE Yapylollre, oJIHbe co0Ia3Ha
rna3a My llunaxaHus u Temisie o0bsaTHs Uy JIu. Ee cepaiie oTYassHHO KOJIOTUIOChH, U, 3aXKETIITN
YCIIOKOUTEIbHOE 6J1aroBOHME, OHa Koe-KakK 3a0niyiach CHOM. OHa He MOTrJia TO3BOJIUTh cebe Hu
MaJieiel yCTaloCcTu — Beb BIEPENH ee XKfajla XKecToKas OuTBa.

Ha cnenyrowmuii geHs.

Luu Jlo He molTa 3aCBUETENILCTBOBATH TOUTeHNEe Poyl3g 1 mpocraja B OMUHOYECTBe [0 IOTyIHS,
10 CMEPTH Tepemnyras JI09p U OCTaNIbHBIX CITY2KaHOK, KOTOPHIE YYTh He IMJIaKaau OT OeCIOKOUCTBa.
VIM ocTaBaioCh JUIIh TBEPOUTH, YTO UX X03sHKa Mpubosena u He MoxeT BeIUTH. K cuacThio, Poy1zs
He CTajla paccIpalnuBaTh gasnbliie, ¥ LluH JIo mpoBesna JeHb B IBOPIIOBHIX IOKOSX B 61a2KEHHOM
yenuHeHuu. [lom Beyep, KOTa OHA yXazKMBajla 3a KYCTOM IIMOHOB B Cafly, BO JBOPEI] BHE3AITHO
1102KaJI0BaJl €BHYX C UMIIEPATOPCKUM yKa3oM. OTjlacuB BOJII0O MOHApXa, OH C JTy4e3apHOM yNILIOKOM, OT
KOTOPOM T'J1a3a IIPeBPaTUINCh B IIeJI0YKY, IIPUHSJICS BhIIpamuBaTh v Liun Jlo Harpany.

— Ilo3ppasnsio, HamoxHULa MarKkoHs! UMnepaTop u3fan yKa3 o I0XKaJl0BaHUYM BaM TUTYJIa
KHATUHY 10710 C HafesoM B LIMHbYKOY, a TaKXKe [apyeT MSAThCOT CITyKAHOK U THICIYY MY
IIJI0OJOPOAHBIX 3eMenb! Hanoxuauiia MaKaHb, yIOCTOUTHCSA TaKOW MUJIOCTH Bhl MOXKETE JIUIITh
6maromaps Tomy, 4To MMrmepaTop 0e3 maMsaTu JI00UT Bac, MOM UCKPEeHHUeE TT030pPaBIeHu!

— Jloap, BeIIaTh Harpamgy.

— Ox, 4TO BBI, KaK MOXKHO!

— TakoBHI ITpaBUsia, €BHYX, HE COMHEBAUTECH.

Korpga cusmommu oT pafocTy eBHyX ynanuncsd, Llua Jlo TaXeso B3[0XHYIa, Ollyllas B Aylle ey
Oypio cMemraHHEIX 4yBCTB. Ee pagoaso, uyro 61arogaps atomy mary Uy JIu ee X1U3Hb cliaceHa — II0
KpaiiHel Mepe, 1o Tex nop, noka Yy JIu xkus, UMmnepaTtop 6yneT onacathes ee. Ho elle Gosble ee



yraeTasno to, uto Yy JIu o61amaeT CTOIb KOJIOCCATIBHEIM BIIUSIHUEM U CIIOCOOEH T0OMBATLCS CBOETO
TIPY IBOPE C ITyralolie IerKoCThio, KPyTs Jaxke caMuM MmmepaTopoM Kak 3abmaropaccygurcs!

MyX4rHa C TAKKM MOTYIIECTBOM... TOUTH TPOTUB HETO IIOMCTHUHE HEBEPOSITHO CII0KHO... Most cyon6a
OKa3ajlach HaKPEIKO CBsI3aHa C ero, ¥ s JaXke He 3Hal, IIaKaTh MHE WA CMesThcs. Heyxenu
cynosba Tak JI00UT UrpaTh ¢ moapMu? Korma ke, HaKOHEIl, KCIIOJTHUTCS MOe 3aBEeTHOe XKeJlaHue!

HWMnepaTopckuii caf.

[TpeOriBasi B MpayHOM HacTpoeHuu, Lun JIo nporynuBanacs ¢ Jloap no MmnepaTopckomy cany u
BOPYT 3aMeTusla BIIepefu TOJIIIY ABOPLIOBOM NIpuUCIyru. Cepalie ee BCTPENEHYI0Ch, OHA Ceslalia 3HakK
Jloap, u o6e crpsTanuck B KycTaX. [0 Hee mOHeCTUCh OOPHIBKY pa3roBopa:

— Bl cnipitmanu? Buepa Bo ABOPIle CHOBa KTO-TO YMeED.

— Kt0?

— XyH FOu u3 IlanaTel AparoeHHOCTeN.

— Ona? JTa meB4OHKaA OBIJIa TaK XOpoIiia co00i, BCe BOKPYT TOJIBKO ¥ TOBOPUIIM, YTO OHA BIIOTIHE
IOCTOWHA CTaTh IJIaBHOM I'OCIIOKOM, KaK XkKe OHa yMmepJa?

— Iypouka! A T 3a6bisia, Kakoy Buepa Obll feHb? OHa XKe X0ofauma Tya...

ITocne atoro HACTyIIWJIa TUIIWHA.

Llwn JIo 3Hana: Kak OBl HU CyauuIu ciyxaHku 06 ViMnepaTope, oHU He TOCMeu OBl HECTH TaKyio
Iep3KyI0 XyJy, 3alTH TaK fajleKo yKe OBUIO BeIMKON HEOCTOPOXKHOCTBIO, @ asibllle PacCbIIIaTh
HU4ero OBl He yOanoch, I03TOMY OHa 3HaKOM Bejena JIoap yxonuts. Ho B 9TOT MOMEHT pas3fancs
OPYro# roJioc:

— Kak Obl TO HY OBLIO, TIOYYUTH IIEPEN CMEPThI0 UMIIEPATOPCKYI0 MUJIOCTh ¥ HE COCTAPUTHLCS JEBOH
B CTeHAX [IBOpIla — 3TO TOXKE CBOETO POfa yaaya.

— U o BepHoO. Cectpuria XyH O yuina, a 4To e Teneps OyaeT ¢ HaMu?

— IX...

B3poxu cinyxaHoK 5X0M 0T03Banuch B cepate Lun Jlo. [Tocne nonaganus BO ABOpEL] OHA HE cHelaa
HU €MHOTO ITara, 4ToOs yroguth MiMmepaTopy, 3aTo Ipeycesa B TOM, YTOOLI 3aCTaBUTh €TI0
rHeBaThCsA. U ecniu OHa He 3aBOIET er0 MUJIOCTh, TO KaK IOCTYnuT ¢ Hel Uy JIu, 1 Kak OHa Toraa



otomcTtut? ITo MpaBHe TOBOPSI, OHA COBEpINKa OIMKUOKY ¢ caMoro Havasa! E# cremoBaro He
CpaXkaThbCsl B OOWHOYKY, a... HAUTHU COI03HUKA...

— Jloap, momoru MHe co0paTh KOe-KaKylo CHellb, 1 X04y HaBeCTUTh MMrepaTopa, — BHE3aIIHO
npou3Heca Luu Jlo.

— YTo BHI rOBOPUTE, HalOXKHULA M3rK9HL? Bbl caMu X0TUTE NOUTH K MMIiepaTopy? — HEJOBEPYUBO
IIOCMOTpena Ha Hee JIoap.

— Ha. Tsl yousneHa?

— Her. To, uTo BeI XO0THTE COMU3UTHCS ¢ IMIIepaTopoM — 3T0, KOHEYHO, ITPEKPaCHO, HO Be[lb PaHbIIIe
BHL...

— BpeMeHa M3MEHUJIUCE... Ecnu g X04y BRHIZKHTE.

TBepro pelmus, ¢ HacTyIIeHWeM TeMHOTH Lyl JIo B OAMHOYKY HallpaBUilachk BO gBopel My
LluuxaHs. 3aBuAeB IpuOIUKAIOUIYIOCST «HAIOKHHUIY», IT0JIb30BaBIIYIOCS MUJIOCTBIO TOCYyAaps,
[IBOPIIOBas IIPUCIIyTa IMOCHEIIHO CKJIIOHUIACh B TTOKJIOHaX. KTo-To yxKe X0Ten 6exaTh C [OKIagoM, HO
[un Jlo ¢ ynbIbKO# 0CTAaHOBUIIA HX:

— He cnemure. {1 x04y coenats MMmepatopy CIOPIpU3, CTyIaluTe BCE IPOYb...

— Ho...

— Yro, Mou cioBa 00JIbIlIe He UMEIOT Becy? Eciu 4To CyduTcs, s caMa 0TBedy 3a 3To! A Hy BOH!

Llun JIo HUKOTIa IpeXe He M03BoJsiia cebe THEBAThCS BO JBOPLIE, TO3TOMY, KOTTla OHA I'PO3HO
IIPUHSATIA BUJ BIaCTHOU (HaBOPUTKHU, IPUCYTCTBYIOLINE PacTepsinuch, a Llux Jlo Boconb30Banach
MOMEHTOM ¥ IIPOCKOJIb3HYJIa BO BHyTpeHHMe ToKou My IluuaxaHs. OHa IelCTBUTEIBHO He Xelala
naBaTh My IIuHXaHIO BpeMeHH Ha IOATOTOBKY, TOTOMY YTO XOTesa y3peTb UCTUHHOTO My LlnHxaHs!
XoTs 3T0 OBLJIO TIOMCTHUHE CMEPTENIBHO OMACHO. ..

IBeps B mokou My IlunxaHs Oblla MIPUOTKPHITA Ha Y3KYIO IIEJb.

Cros nocpenu KoMHaThl, LluH JIo 3arisHysia BHYTPh ¥ CMYTHO pa3riisdfesia jiexkalllero Ha JIoXe
YeJl0BeKa, K Ubel I'PyaU IPUKUMAJICI KTO-TO ellle — B IMYHABIX TOK0IX MMIlepaTopa HaXOAUIUCh
nBoe. [lomyMaB, 4TO 3TO KaKas-TO U3 HAJIOXKHUIL] HeCeT HOYHOe AeXypcTBo, Llun Jlo rycto
IIOKpacCHeJsIa U faxe Clierka Ioxajea 0 CBOel OIPOMeTYHMBOCTH. Ho B TOT MOMEHT, KOTla OHa yXKe
He 3HaJla, BOUTHU ey UJIA OTCTYIIUTh, IBEPh PE3KO pacliaXHylach, ¥ OCTPUE Meda yIepsIoch el IpsaMo
B TOPJIO.



— OcTopoxHee, KaHIep, — cepate Llun JIo cKamoch, HO Ha JXIE 3aCTHIIO JIAIIb PABHOOYIINE. —
OpyXue He UMeeT TJIa3, ecjiy MOpaHuTe MeHs, IMIepaTop C Bac B3HIIIET.

— 9r0 TH? Kakoro uepra THl npuilyia cioga? IloueMy HUKTO He JOI0XKUJI O TBOEM IIPUX0fe? —
crpocui JIto CelusHb.

OH OB OfleT NUIIb B HUXKHee Oelibe, BOJIOCH 3a0paHH B IIy4OK, IIeKHU IBIIaIN PYMSIHIIEM, a B
CUSIOIINX T'Tla3axX YATAINCh YOUBJIEHNUE U JIeTKoe pa3gpaxenue. [IocMOTpeB Ha Hero, a 3aTeM Ha
pacnpocTtepToro Ha oxe My Llunxand, Llus Jlo j1erko yCMexHyIach:

— C KaKux 3TO IIOp MHe HYXKHO pa3pelneHue, 4yToOb HaBecTuTh iMmepaTopa? KaHiep, BH HE MOTJIH
ObI HaKOHeI[ yOpaTh Meu? W BO-BTOPHIX, THIKATh MHE IIPSIMO B MPUCYTCTBUM MMIlepaTopa — He
CIIUIIIKOM JI¥ 3TO OeCTakKTHO?

Como3 1

Lun Jlo c 6e3MaTeXKHBIM JTAILIOM yibi0asack JIto ChIU9HIO, U B 9TOU SIPKOM yNbIOKe CKBO3UJIa TOHKAas,
egKas HacMelKa. 3aMeTuB €€, JIto CEIY9Hb HEBOJIBHO CMYTHIICS.

Bpocus eltle oguH B3rIs Ha MepTBeHHO-6/1egHOr0 My LIMHXaHSA B TAKOM K€ HEONPSITHOM OfesTHUH,
[uu Jlo yneIOHYyTACk elle Iupe.

[ToueMy... moYeMy OHa TakK Ha MEHS CMOTPHUT?

3aMeTuB 3TOT cTpaHHbIM B3rIAn Llun Jlo, JIto CEI49Hb HEBOIBHO B3OPOTHYJ. OXBayeHHBIM TPEBOTOH,
OH ITOKpACHEJI TaK CUJIbHO, YTO ero HeXKHas KoxXKa CTajla II0X0Xa Ha CIeNIbld IePCUK; 4eM Iupe
yneibanacek Luu Jlo, TeM cuibHEE TBIIAJO0 ero Julo. Pyka, mepxKaBilas Med, CjleTKa 3afipozxkaa, BO
B3TJIsIe MIPOCTYIHII THeB, a LluH JIo HMKaK He MOTJIa B3SITh B TOJIK, IT0YeMYy 00 1aJatolluil CTOMb
KOJIOCCAJIbHOM BIACThIO KAHIJIEpP BpeMeHaMH BefieT ce0st Kak pebeHOoK. BEITh MOXKeT, OH
OEeUCTBUTEILHO OTUASTHHO HE XOTeJI, YTOOBI MX 3aCTaJIA 3a 3THUM...

— CHIY3HB, OIYCTH OPYXKHUE.

— Cnywatocs, Baire BenuyecTso.

My LIuHXaHb IPUTIOMHSIICS Ha JIOXKe U OTHAJl TUXUi nmpuKas, u JI1o CerusHb 6eCIIPEeKOCIIOBHO
TIOBUHOBAJICS. MeneHHo TpubIu3uBIKCh K 10Ky My Llunxans, Lun JIo ¢ yaei0KoM Tpou3Hecsa:

— Bara nokopHas ciyXKaHKa IIpUuBeTCTByeT MMepaTopa.

— Lun Jlo, ¢ 4ero 3TO TH BAPYT pellniia HaBeCTUTbh MeHs? — cierka ynboHyncs My LlunxaHs,
Ka3aBIIUUCS cerndac HEBEPOSITHO MATKUM.



— Ilo MeHs mOIITH CIyXH, 4YTo Bamemy BenuuecTBy HE3OOPOBUTCS, U 51, pa3yMEETCs, He MOTJia He
HaBeCTUTh Bac. Mnu MiMnepaTop He paj MOeMy BU3UTY?

— Xa-xa... Kakas xe Thl 030pHas. [lomouau, caguch psmoM co MHOM.

ITuu JIo ocTonbeHena.

CHavasna oHa coOupanach TPUTBOPUTHLCS TOKOPHOM, YTOOH TUITHUI pa3 BhI3BaTh Y My LlunxaHs
OTBpallleHHe, HO eT0 TOJI0C 0KA3aJICs B THICSAYY Pa3 HeXHee ee COOCTBEHHOTO, ¥ 9TOT MaHEBp C
JIUXBOM 3aCTaBUJI COIPOTHYTLCS OT OMep3eHus ee camy. ['nsaas Ha My LluHxaHs, OHa HePeIIUTeIbHO
CTOsi7Ia HAa MeCTe, TI0Ka TOT C YJILIOKOM He ITPOU3HEC:

— Cwmymaembcsa? KaHiyiep — 4eoBeK He 4yKOH, IONHUMaNCS Clofa.

— 4... — Ilus Jlo 3amHynach, YyBCTBYS, KaK II0 JIUIY MOJI3YT YepPHBIE TY4YH, U Yepe3 CUIy u3o0pasuiia
HaIlyCKHOe, HeYK/II0Kee KOKETCTBO, OIyCTS ria3a.

— Pa3 I/IMHepaTop 3aHAT UCLeJIEeHneM paH, 3TOT HO)II[&HHBIIZ OTKJIQHSETCAA.

Bpocwus Ha Lus JIo B3rnsam, JIto CEIY9HB, Ka3aJI0Ch, 00JIbIIE He MOT BEIHOCUTH ITPOUCXO/ISIIETO,
TOPOILIUBO nonpolnasncsa ¢ My Lluaxanem u ypanuicsd. Ly JIo 3agyM4yuBO IPOBOJAUIIA €I0 B3TJISAIOM.
YBupes, uto JIro Cerusns ymen, My LluaxaHb cliepBa IOMpayHeT, a 3aTeM YIbI0OHYIICS:

— Ius Jlo, momoiiau. 3meck O0bIe MOCTOPOHHKUX HET, TEIIEPh-TO Thl HE CTAHEeIh CTeCHSThCS, Xa-
Xa...

LuH Jlo cTOsI/Ia HEIOOBUXKHO.

Haxopsick Bcero B Tpex marax oT My LIyHXaHs, OHA OTYETIMBO BUEJIA €T0 HEIHEIITHEeEe COCTOSTHUE.
My lluHxaHb BRITJISAEN Kyna 00ee M3HYPEHHBIM, YeM Ipexkfe: Koxka ero Oblyila MeEPTBEHHO-0JIeTHOH,
r'yOBI IOTEPSIIM BCSIKWH 1IBET, OTYETO Tapa YTONbHO-YEPHEIX TIa3 Ka3aach ele 6oiee 6€300HHOM.
Llun JIo konebarnach, He Xenas NpUONIUKATECSA K HeMY, HO My LIMHXaHb YCMEXHYJICS:

— Yro, ucnyranack? TobKO 4TO TEI Obl7Ia CO MHOM Tak 1ackoBa, HeyKeu Telleph UCIyTranach?

— Kro ckasan, uTo 51 6010Ch? — MPEKPACHO IIOHUMAs, YTO 3TO JeleBas npoBokanus, Llux JIo BCE ke
He y[epaJach OT OTBeTa.

— Xa-xa... [lTogaecu MHe 4aliky 4aro.

— Cnyumarcs.



Hanus YalllKy 4Yai0 OJisd My Hwunxans, Lua JIo MeaneHHO HpI/IGHI/IBI/IHaCb K HEMY U IIPOTSAHYJIA YaAIlKY.
OpHako My LIuHXaHb He B35JI €e, @ BMECTO 3TOr0 MepTBOfI XBaTKOM BIENIUIICS €1 B PYVKY.

— Bame Bennuectso!

B yxkace LJus Jlo nonbiTanack BEIAEPHYTh PYKY, HO OT HEOXKMAAHHOCTH YPOHUJIA YalllKy, U TOPSIUYNU
yaii IeIMKOM IIJIECHY e Ha masblbl. OUyTUB KI'y4yio 60J1b, OHA MPUHSJIACH IIOCIIEIIHO CTPSIXUBATh
Kamny, Ho My lluHxXaHb fepxKall ee HaMepTBo.

— Bonbiie He Ha3kBaelb cebst crykaHKou? TeprneHus y TeOst BCE Ke Kyla MeHbIle, yeM 4 mymart,
Lun Jlo.

— Y10 BaM HYyXkHO, Bae Benuuectso?

— A kak TH gyMaelrsb? M3HavanbHO f He MI00MI MPUHYKAATH JIIOAEN ITPOTUB BOJIK, HO pa3 Tl HU BO
yTo MeHs He CTaBUILb U CYUTAEIIb, UTO f He IpencTaBisiio s TeOs yrpo3kl, aBail IPOBEPUM 3TO
Ha Jene.

— 4 He xoTena! He Hamo!

Teno Luu Jlo moMuMO ee Boiu 3a0MI0Ch B KPYIIHOM OPOXKH, 110 KoXKe mmobexkanu Mypauiku. Ee
3amscThs OBUIM 3aKaThl B TUCKAX, He TTO3BOJISAS IIEBENIbHYTHCS, 3yObl CTy4YalIu OT X0/I0Aa, JTUI0
no0yegHesNo, a TyOsl ObUIM IJIOTHO CXKaTHl, CJIOBHO OHA M3 ITOCTIEOHUX CUJI IIbITanach caepXkaTh Kakou-
TO KpuK. Cre3a CKaTUIack 10 ee 1eKe, ¥ HaKOHell 10 Hee JOIII0, KakK CUILHO OHa ommubasnach!

Kakas ke g gypa!

[Tycts maxe My LluHxaHb OTpaBiieH U ciab TemoM, Ho 6e33y0blii TUTP BCE PABHO OCTAETCS TUTPOM, H
IJIST MyKYHHBI JIMIIUTD XXKEHIUHY XXU3HU — Tapa NycTsaKos! HeT, HelMb3st JOMYyCTUTh, YTOOB OH
mobuncs ceoero! Hemnn3s!

— OnsATh TOIIHOTBOPHO M X0YETCS BBIPBaTh? — 3aMeTuB 3T0, My LIuHXaHb CKPUBHUIICS B
IIPE3PUTENIbHOM I'pUMace M, BIUBILKUCH [TajibllaMy €l B rOPJIo, poueausn: — Eciu Tel mocMeellb
n30110BaTh 3TO, 1 3acTaBmio Te0sT yMepeTh MydUTeIbHOU cMepThio. LluH Jlo, maxke ecnu [IpaBsimmi
KHs13b HaHbYKa0 U3 KOXKHU BOH JIe3eT, 3aluias Tebs u BeIOuBasi Oys Tebst TUTYI, A MeHs He
COCTaBUT TPyHa NIPUKOHUYUTH TeOs. [IpaBsamil KHA3b TOYUT 3y0 Ha MO0 UMIIEPHIO, U YTO, TI0-TBOEMY,
MHe penaTh C «Ha3BaHHOW CECTPHUIIENU» ITOTO KHA3S, M?

Kaxk Ts12xemno geimarTh!

[Tepen rna3amu Llun Jlo Bce momnmbiio Oeoy mmejaeHou, 3710Belnue YepTel muila My LluHxaHs Havyamu
pacIibiBaThCs, CO3HaHMe YCKOJb3aso! 2KagHo xBaTasi pPTOM BO3[yX, C TPYAOM IIepeBes ObIXaHue,
OHa BHIJABUJIA:



— Bame BenuuecTso... 1... 1 BOBCE He... s TOTOBa ITIOMOYb BaM...

— l'oToBa momouys MHe? Xa-xa, Ia 3a Koro Tkl cebst mpuHuMaels! Heyxkenu Te gyMaels, 4To MHe
Hy2KHa IIOMOIIlb TAKOM HUYTOXKHOU! NEBKU?

Xomog Bo B3rnsige My LlunxaHs nuilb yCununcs; rpy6o cxBatus LluH JIo 3a BOJIOCH, OH CO BCETO
pa3Maxa yfapui ee roJ0BOM O CTeHy. Pa3gacs riyXxou CTyK, U3 paCCE€YEHHOr 0 BUCKa XJIBIHYJIa
KPOBb. Ajlas CTpylKa IOTeKIa M0 IeKe, 3aenids rna3a Lius JIo, ¥ BeCh MUDP OKOHYATEIbHO
norpy3usics B TyMaH! OHa OTUETIMBO [TIOHKMMaJIa: pa3 9TOT MyXK4HKHa yIIeMJIeH BO BIaCTH IIPK OBOPE
camuM Yy JIu, OH BIIOJTHE MOXKET BEIMECTUTD BCIO HAKOMUBIIYIOCS 37100y Ha HEl, U ee JKU3Hb BUCUT
Ha BojiocKe! UyOBUIIHBIN CTPax 3aTONUII ee AYIIY, U, OTTONKHYB My LIuHXaHsd U30 BCEX CUJI, OHA
PYXHyJla Ha KOJIEHW ¥ TBEPHO BHIIAJINAIIA:

— Bame BenuuecTtBo, s He Ha3BaHHadA cectpa Uy Jlu! { xouy momous BaM yHUUTOXKUTH [IpaBsainero
KHs35 Hanpuxao!

— O? Kakasg HEOXUAAHHOCTh... Kaky1o xXe Urpy Tel 3aTessna?

JlepstHast ycMeIllKa TpoHyJa ryosl My LlunxaHs, ¢ KUBEIM HHTEpecoM Habimomasiiero 3a Liux Jlo.
JepHYB ee 3a BOJIOCHI, OH 3aCTaBUJI TOTHSTH I'OJIOBY ¥ IIOCMOTPETh €My B I'la3a. [IpeBo3moras 6075,
Llun JIo He cMeJa BEIKa3aTh U TEHU HEJOBOJILCTBA, JIUIIH POBHEIM T'OJIOCOM IIPOU3HECIA:

— 4 venaBuxy Yy JIu.

— [louemy?

— IMoToMy 4TO OH YOUJI MyK4YHHY, KOTOPOTO 5 JTI06KIIa BCEM CEepALEM.

Coro3 2

— O? MyxuuHy, KOTOporo mobusna? Te XOTh TOHUMAEITh, YTO TOBOPHIIL?

Yronku ry6 My LluHxaHs TPOHYIIa Jierkas yiasl0Ka, OH C SIBHBIM JIIOOOTIBITCTBOM pa3risabiBai Llux
Jlo, oKa Ta cupena ¢ ONylleHHOM T0JI0BOM, T03BOJISAS KaIlJIIM KPOBU C pa30uToro y1ba KanaTh Ha
TOJI.

Bonb B royioBe U Teje 3aTyMaHUBaja pa3yM, HO OHa [0 KPOBU 3aKycua Ir'y0y, He 103BoJIsAs cebe naTh
cnabuny. OHa 3Hasa, YTO ee XKU3Hb U Tubelb 3aBUCAT OT OMHOTO JIUIIL cl1oBa My LluHxaHd, a
IIpourpaTh OHa He uMejia IIpaBsa!

— OtBeyast MHe. Bynyun uMIepcKoi HaOXKHUIIEH, THl CMeeIllb TPe3UTh 0 APYTOM MyKuuHe... LluH
Jlo, TH ¥ BIIPSIMb PEIXJIA, YTO 3aXKUJIaCh Ha 3TOM CBETe?



— HuHn JIo He cMmeeT! Ymonsgto Baiie BenuuyecTBo BHICTyIIATh MEHS!

— Xopo1o, ropopu. byny cuuTaTh, 4TO CiIyllial CKa3Ky. Ho ecnu TBOsI cKa3ka MHe He MOHPaBUTCS,
IIOIIAALI He XK[IH.

C ny4e3apHoit yiaeIOK0M mporoBopuil My LiMHXaHb, 3aAyMYKBO TSI Ha [TOBEPXKEHHYIO Y €T0 HOT
Llun Jlo, B TO BpeMs Kak B €ero0 I'Jla3aX MeJIbKHYJ 0e3:KaloCTHHIM oroHek. OH He 3HaJl, KaKylo
ouepenHyo 0aliKy IpUOyMaeT 3Ta NeBYOHKA, YTOOR 00OMaHyTh €r0, HO OHA yXKe CJIMIIKOM MHOTO pas3
IepecTyIiaja ero 4YepTy, U MpoluaTh ee 60Jblile OBITI0 HETh3S.

EMy OBIJIO HY KaIlIM He XKaJIKO fapoBaTh eif TUTYJ KHATHHY, la XOTh UMIepaTpullel Ha3Haub —
KaKas pa3Hulla? B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, B YeM OH NEeNCTBUTEIILHO IIPEYCIIel], TaK 3TO B YMEHUU TEPIETh.
OTOT 4en0BeK CTOJILKO JIET CTOSI Y HETO IONepeK ropiia, MyCTh MOTEIIXUT CBOe caMoJito0ue ellle
HeMHOro. Toro, 4ero oH XKaxfaJ, HUKOI7ia He Oblla CHIOMUHYTHas nobefa — eMy HyKHO OBIIO
II0JIHOE YHUYTOXKEHHUE.

— Brnarogapto 3a Munocts, Bamie BenruecTBo. B TpuHaALUATh 1T MEHS MTPOAAIH B... IyOIUYHBIN
IOM, T'7Tie 51 BCTPEeTHJIa YTOHUEHHOT0 IOHOIY, ¥ MBI IIOJI00uIM ApyT apyra. Korga MHe HCIIOTHUIOCH
CeMHaflaTh, X03591Ka pelIusa IpogaTh MOe TeJI0, HO MHE IT0CYACT/IMBUIIOCH IPUTIISHYTLCS BaHy. f
He T0XKeJlajia CIyXKUTb eMy 1 cbexkaja ¢ TeM 1oHoIel. KTo Okl MOT ITofiyMaTh, YTO BaH BHICTIETUT
Hac, yObeT ero Ha MOMX TJla3axX U CUJION YTAIlUT MEHS B CBOIO PE3UAEHIIUIO... A YTO OBIJIO JasIblle,
Baure BenuuecTBo yXke 3Haer.

— O? Beixogut, [IpaBamuii KHs3b HaHb42Kao CUJION OTHS Te0S U 3aTOYWI B pe3ufeHuu? — My
[luuxaHb U30THYJ OPOBH, TIISIAS Ha HEe C IMOJTyyIEIOKOM.

— Her, Bax 060 BceM He Benan, — orBetuna Lun Jlo.

OHa 3Hasa, 4To B riasax moned Uy JIu cibin KpaliHe o0asTeIbHBIM, BHUMATEILHEIM K CBOEMY
UMUXKY ¥ 6JTM3KUM K HapOAy BaHOM, KOTOPHIM HU 3a YTO He CTasl Obl OIYCKAThCS [0 TOX0OHOM
PEBHOCTH U3-3a KEHITUHE, U HeYAUBUTENIbHO, 4TO MMnepaTop el He Bepusl. OgHAKO, pa3 yX OHa
HavaJia TOBOPUTH, el 0CTaBaIOCh JINIIL CJIefl0BaTh IPUAYMaHHOMY IIJIaHY:

— Korpa mMeHs mpopaBaiy, X03siKa... He 00MOJIBUIACh HU CJIOBOM O TOM, YTO Y MEHS eCTh
BO3JTI0OJIEHHBIN. A CIIyCTS HECKOJIBKO [IHel BaH SIBUJICS 3a0paTh MeHsI, HO g yXKe cOexkara, 4To,
pasyMeeTcs, CUIBHO 3a[eJi0 ero roprocTs. OH MOBEPUII CI0BaM XO39UKY Ha CJIOBO, PEIUB, YTO MEHS
TIOXUTUJIU 3JI0YMBIIIUIEHHUKY, U UMEHHO II03TOMY B TOPSTYKe CIy4alHo yous toro woHoury... OH
XOPOIIIO KOBAJICA KO MHE, HO Y HEeTo II0JIHO JKeH ¥ HaJIOKHUII, ¥ I HUKOTHa He CMOTY TIOJTI00UTh
coOCTBEHHOTO Bpara.

— W moaToMy THI XKaxXgelrb MecTu?

— Ha. HYCTB 9TO IMPOU3IOLIJIO HE CO 3JIa, HO MMEHHO K13-3d BdHd MEI C JII00MMEIM Pa3Iy4duiinChb
HaBcerga. 4 He MOTy 3a0bITh KPOBL B TOT MOMEHT, KOI'la OH YMHDPAJI, HE MOT'Y 3a0kITH €T0 MOCIemHAN



B3rJIsM Ha MeHs! 4 HeHaBuxy Uy JIu! CHavasa s X0TeJa PAcIpPaBUThCS C HUM eIlle B Pe3uIeHIINH, HO
Kormga MMmepaTop oOpaTul Ha MeHsI BHUMaHue, BaH 0e3 KonebaHuii 0Taal MeHs Opyromy. B KoHIle
KOHIIOB, B €0 TJIa3ax s ObIJIa JIUIIb UTPYIIKOH... HO JaXKe UTPYIIKa CIIOCOOHA YKYCHUTh, €CITH ee
IIOBECTH.

[TycTs crmoBa Llun JIo ObLIM TOXKBIO, HO €€ THEB OT Tubeny OIU3KUX T0Ae OblT HETTOANEIbHEIM, U My
[TuHXaH0 BOJIEW-HEBOIEH IIPUIIIOCH IIOBEPUTH €1 Ha CJI0BO. MeJIeHHO BBITHPAas PyKaBOM KPOBb C
nuiia uH JIo, OH IPOM3HEC:

— C 4ero THI B3si71a, 4TO f moBepio Tebe?

— IloTomy 4To Baie BenuuecTBo He OTKaXKeTCs OT [IOJIE3HOU IellkKy, BepHo? [IpaBsAIui KHA3b
Hanbukao chesnan MeHs CBOMM TaWHBIM IIMHOHOM IIPU BallleM ABOpe, U 000 BCeX ero MopydyeHusx s
HelpeMeHHO OyAy MOK/IaAkBaTh BaM, Tak 4To MiMIepaTop CMOXKET IOATOTOBUATHCS 3a61aroBpeMeHHO.

— B TBoux croBax ecTh 0ojis pe3oHa. Y BCE XKe, ¢ Kakoy cTtaTtu Tebe mpenaBaTh BaHa? TOIBKO U3-3a
rubeny TOTo I0HOIIN?

— Pa3Be Batre BenuuecTBo HUKOITIa ITO-HACTOSIIEMY HUKOTO He MI0Oun? — ocmenuBimuck, Lux JIo
OJHsIIa B3rysan Ha My Lluaxans. — Eciu mo6uis mo-HacTosmeMy, To 6e3 pa3myMui OTHalb 3a
YyeJioBeKa XKU3Hb, OTOMCTHUIIE 3a HETo, He 3a00TsSCh HU 0 KAKUX IOCTIeICTBUSIX.

— 3BYYUT KpaliHe BHICOKONAPHO.

— Bamre BennuectBo... Llus JIo 3HAeT, YTO BHI MHE HE BEPUTE, HO €CJIK ObI KTO-TO IPUYHHUII BPe]
KaHIJIepy, Bamre BenuuecTBo HaBepHsKa moies 05 Ha BCE, YTOOBI OTOMCTUTE 3a HETO.
PyKoBOACTBYSICh TEM K€ YYBCTBOM, S ITPOCTO Hejiai0 BCE BO3MOXKHOE, YTOOR OTOMCTUTH 3a JTI06UMOTO.

— Yo TH CKa3ana? 3a KaHIijiepa? — B U3yMJIeHUU Iepecnpocun My LInHxaHb.

B rnmazax [u#n Jlo ero peakuuss HeCOMHEHHO BBHITTISIfIeNIa BhIAOIIEH ero ¢ IOTpOXaMu
pacTtepsHHOCTHIO. OHa MOHKMAJla, YTO 3aUKaThCI 0 COKPOBEHHBIX YYBCTBax Mexkay MMmepaTopoM u
KaHIIJIEPOM — 3TO BepHAs CMePTh, HO pa3 YK OHA U TaK OMHOU HOTOM B MOTHJIE, TEPSTh e OBIIO0
Hedyero.

Eii Obisi0 HYy2kKHO, 4T0OH MMIiepaTop pa3gesnun ee 607b, YTOOH OH ITOBEPHUII eit! A moToMy el
0CTaBaJIOoCh JIHIIb, IIPe3PUB BeIUule MOHapXa, BEICKa3aTh TO, YTO TAUJIOCH B €T0 CepALE...

— BynwTe cnokoeH, Bame BennuecTBo, 1 He IIPOrOBOPIOCH O BaC ¥ KaHIIEPE HU €UHBIM CJIOBOM, U
yIIoMsiHyJla 00 3TOM BOBCe He IJIsl TOro, YTOOH IIaHTaXkUpoBaTh Bac. Ecnu Barie BenuyecTBo
COM3BOJIUT, S TOTOBA CTATh Balllei TI00MMOM HAJTOXKHUIIEH, POKOBOM KpacaBHUllel, CIIOCOOHOM
pa3pyLuTh Lesioe apCcTBo. A He 03BOJI0 HUKOMY y3HaTh O TAWHOU CBSI3U MEXKAY BaMU U
KaHIIJIEPOM, ¥ TIOMOT'Y BaM YCHIITUTEL OOUTENIbHOCTD [IpaBsiero KHsI3s, YTOOL! BEI CMOTJIM BEPHYTh



cebe BCIO IMOJTHOTY BJIAaCTH. Haperocs, BH IIOBEPHUTE MHE.

C atumu croBamu LluH JIo TOYTUTENIFHO CKIIOHMIIA I'0JIOBY Iepen My LlnHxaHeM, u ee 7100 KOCHYJICS
JIeTHOTO 11071a, OT KOTOPOI'0 Pa3uio MOTUIIBHEIM X0n10fnoM. My lluHxXaHb He Benesl el ONHUMAThCS,
IIPOMIOJIZKas B yIIOP CMOTPETh Ha Hee, IOTPyKEeHHEIN B Kakue-To cBou MeIciu. Lun Jlo He cMena
IIONHSATH I'J1a3, ee Cepalle 0TYassHHO KOJIOTUJIOCH, KakK BOPYr My LlnHXaHb TPOMKO pacCMescs.
CmMmesich, OH IOKayasl IoJI0BOX U CIIPOCHIL:

— ThI Befib HE CTaHEIlb MPegaBaThCss MHE IIPOCTO TaK, YETr0 TH XOYEIllb?

— BHITE TOXOPOHEHHOU 3a CTeHaMU ABOpLia II0CjIe CMePTH, — HEMHOI'0 I0MojI4aB, oTBeTuna LuH Jlo.

— W ato Bcé? — My LlunxaHb ObIJT KICKPEHHE YOUBIIEH.

— JlBopel, pe3ueHINs BaHa... IPaBO CJIOBO, 3TO HEe MeCTa [Jis XKUBHIX jtofeit. [Tobenut nu Barte
BenuuecTBO UM ONEPKUT BePX BaH, MeHS B TI000M CiIydae XKOeT HEMUHyeMas CMePTh, U CTPOUTD Ha
3TOT CYeT WHEIE UJIII03UY 1 He CMEIO.

http://bllate.org/book/21099/2142174



