Mopckoii 6eper HOUbIO OBITT yCeSH MUpHafaMu 3BE3], a cepeOpucTas JAyHa, efBa MPUKPHITasa
TOHKUMU 00JlaKaMH, LIeAPO 3auBajla BCE BOKPYT CBOUM CUSTHUEM.

9TOM HOYLIO B epeBHe MoJiaH Ilapuia TUIIMHA — [aXkKe 3aryisBIIue KOIIKY He HapyIlalau ITOKOU, U
BCE TOCeJIeHHe MOrPY3UIIOCh B ITPOXJIaHEIN CepeOPUCTHIM CBET.

— Brnaromapio Bac, KanuTaH JIOKK, YTO COIIPOBOMVIIN XUTEJIeN Halllel MepeBHU, — IMIPOU3HEC CTAPHhIi
cTapocTa.

— He cTout 61arogapHOCTH, 3TO HAIIl HOJIT, — OTBETUIT JIOKK.

B xabuHeTe CTapOCTH TOT CHfeN BMecTe ¢ JIOKKOM, KOTOPHIHM y2Ke yCIIes IepeoneThCs B
TIOBCEHEBHYIO OJIeXKMY, ¥ OHU HETOPOIIJIUBO IIONKUBAY Yaii. [I0OCKOJIbKY HOYHOM Jiec ObI/T CTUIIKOM

oraceH, JIOKK peIIn 0OCTaBUTh OTPSI[ B epeBHe MoaH Ha HOYb, YTOOBI BEPHYTHCS B TOPT Cecunus
JIUIIL Ha PaccBeTe.

JIOKK TIOJHEC YallIKy K rybaM, Mpury0Ous TpaBsiHOM 4Yail cCOOCTBEHHOT0 MPOU3BOMICTBA NEPEBHU
MosaH, Ha MTHOBEHHE 3aMSsIJICS, a 3aTeM HEI'POMKO CIIPOCHIT:

— Crapocra, y MeHs eCTh OUH [IOBOJIHHO IIEKOTIHBHIM Bompoc. He 3Ha10, ©3BECTHO JIX BaM 4TO-TTH00

00 3TOM...

CtapocTa, 06XBaTHB YaIlKy CyXHMH y3JI0BAaTHIMHU MajIbllaMu, HAaOITI0as, KakK B 3eJIEHOBATOM HACTOe
KPYKaTCs 3aBapeHHEIE I[BETOYHEIE TenecTKu. OH IPUITYPHUIICS, U MOPIIMHKY B YTOJIKAX €ro ria3 TyT
e coOpanuch, CJIOBHO MIOMSITHIM IIEPTaMEHT.

— T'oBopuTte npsimo, kanutaH JIOKK. Haperocs, 1 cMOry BaM OTBETUTh.

— CeropHs gHEM, KOTHa MBI foOpanuch 10 MeCTa HamafeHus, OUTBa yKe 3aKOHYUIIach, — JIOKK
Opocun BT B 3aTEHEHHBIN YTOJI, TOe IPYHoi Jiexkalla OKpoBaBlieHHass KpucranbHas OpoHS
Maru4eckoro BojiKa. — BaM 4To-HHOyOb U3BECTHO O IIPOIIIOM YeThl MenuH?

JIOKK BrIsSiObIBAJICS B MYTHEIE I''Ta3a CTAaPOCTHI, €TI0 I'0JIOC 3By4all MATKO U CIIOKOMHO.

— Menun? OH Halll KOMaHAUP OTPsifda CTPaXKu, TagHbIM TaKOM MTapeHb, Y4eM-TO [TI0X0XK Ha MEHS B
MOJIOIOCTH, — T'OJIOC CTAPOCTHI MOTEIIeN, OYATO OH MIPeCTaBIsI KOMY-TO CBOMX HEXKEHATHIX HeTeH.
— IlpaBpa, oHH, KaxeTcs, U3 Boctounoro Okpyra. OTTya UM IIOCTOSTHHO IIPUXOMAT IIKChMa C
IIOCHUIBHEIMU. [laléKui My Th, HEOOCH, ITepPeChl/iIKa CTOUT I[eJI0e COCTOSTHUE.

CTapOCTa TsA2KeJIO B3OOXHYII, ITIOAYII Ha ITIOBEPXHOCTL Yas U COeJiall HeOOJIbIION TTIOTOK.

— YTo X, OHU CUJIbHbIE, TETIEPh BH MOXKETe He 6eCIIOKOUTHLCS 0 6€30MaCHOCTH IepeBHU, — JIOKK
MONUII Yall U yIbIOHYIICS.

— OTO XOpOIII0, 3TO 0YEHB XOPOILI0, — HOOGPOAYIITHO 0TO3BAJICS CTAPOCTa, TOXKE IPUTyOuB Yai.
— Yepe3 HEKOTOPOE BpeMS 51 IPUIILTIO JTofe u3 AkageMuu OJisi Habopa yUeHUKOB B Balllel lepeBHeE.

— O... Heyxenu BpeMs Habopa B AKafieMuIo yxKe mofomto? Kak ObICTPO NeTUT BpeMsi, — JIOKK B35



YalHUK U MJIECHYT cebe elré BOIEL.

— W He roBOpHMTE, CKOILKO JIET MpoJieTeso. KaxkeTcs, COBCeM HelaBHO 51 caM OBIT TAKUM Ke
JKEJITOPOTHIM IOHIIOM...

OHU TIPOIOJIKaIA HEPUHYKIEHHO OecemnoBarTh.

TeM BpeMeHeM B cllanbHe PoceHa BCE ellleé Mepliaa MaleHbKUi Marndeckuil CBETUJIBHUK Ha
IIPUKPOBaTHOM TyMOOo4YKe. PoceH, oeTrii B OeJTyi0 XJIOIKOBYIO MUKaMy, ITOIyiexkan Ha KPpoBaTH,
BHUMATEJIbHO pa3risagbiBas (GUOJIETOBEIY y30p Ha IIPaBOU pPyKe.

PucyHOK U3MEHUJICS: Ha TYCTHIX KOJIIOUUX BETBSIX TEPHOBHUKA IIOSBUJICS MaJIEHbKHUH [[BETOYHBIN
OyTOH.

YT0 3TO 3a ITyKa Takasa? Bpsn v 9TO IPOCTO yKpalleHre, BepHo? M nouemy Boruna Mumnocepaus
BeJlejla MHE IIOIeI0BaTh JJIUC?

O3amavyeHHEIH PoceH BepTel PyKy, MBITAsICh PACCMOTPETH Y30P CO BCEX CTOPOH.

— Cxkpurl...

IIBepb B KOMHATY TUXO IIPUOTKPHIIACH.

— Jnuc? — BIIOAroJoca o3Bal PoceH, I B 11eNb.

— BpaTtuk~ — u3-3a OBepU I0Ka3anach rojaoBKa Inuc. OHa CKIIOHUTIA €€ HAaO0OK C HEBUHHEIM BUIIOM,

a eé OorbIKe SICHEIE IJIa3a YCTaBUINUCh Ha PoceHa. — {4 xouy crath ¢ To60M~

Onuc, omeTtast B 6€JI0CHEXKHYI0 HOUHYI0 pyOallIKy, mpuxkuMas K cefe mogymKy, ORICTPO MOMAOIIIA K
KPOBATH, OTKUHYJIA OJIesiyI0 U I0PKHYJIA oA Hero. PoceH, TS Ha HeXIaHHYIO TOCThIO, YIILIOHYTICS U
JIaCKOBO TIOTJIAMIUTI €€ IO BOJI0CAM. JJIUC, YCTPOUBIIKMCH Ha TOAYIIKE, TOBOJIBHO 3aXKMYPHUIACh U
u3[ajia TUX0e MypJIbIKaHbe, CJIOBHO KOIIEYKa, KOTOPOH yIeNnuId BHUMaHUe.

— Bpartuk, a 4To 3TO y TEOS Ha pyKe?
— O7? 4 Huuero He fnepxky, — PoceH B HeJOyMeHUHU OIYCTUJI B3IJIAM Ha 3aKPHIBILYIO I'Jla3a JJIUC.
— Hy, aToT ¢puoneToBsIi y30p ¥ TeOs Ha MpaBoii pyke.

— Te1 ero Bupguinb? — PoceH nopa3uscs. Begb Korfa OH B LIePKBU pa3MaxuBall pyKou Iepeq
pOOUTENIMM, OHHM HUKAK He OTpearupoBarli.

— Pa3Be ero He BUIHO? — JJIUC OTKPHUIA T'N1a3a. E€ cBeTno-ronyOble 3payku, YUCThIE, KaK
POOHUKOBas BoOa, oTpaxanu ¢urypy Pocena. OHa B3s1a ero 3a IpaByio pyKy, IPUTsHYIa K cebe H,
IIOOHSIB OJIOBY, KallPU3HO fob6aBuiia: — {1 ToxkKe X049y TaKO! I[BETOYEK.

— ... — PoceH, Bups, kak 9nuc yka3biBaeT Ha OyTOH, He 3HaJl, KakK ei 9T0 00BbICHUTb. — JTO... 3TO HE
PHUCYHOK...

— A 0TKy[a OH B3sJICA? — INUC C MI00O0MBITCTBOM pacliaXHyJla I'la3a, B KOTOPBIX 3aKTIJIMCh HCKOPKHU
MHTEepeca.



— ...Ilonenyems 6paTuKa, Torga pacckaxy, — PoceH Konebasicsi, He 3Has, CTOUT JIM YIIOMUHATH O
borune Murnocepnous.

— Xopoio! — JmKc paJloCTHO IOACKOYHMIA B YMOKHYIa PoceHa B T'yOHI.

Onas OEBYIIKaA, TPUIIOAHABIINCE, KOCHYJIdChb CBOUMHU TOHKHUMHU I"y'6aMI/I YT'OJIKa PTa IIapHI. CeKyHua
— U OHa OTCTPAHMIIACE.

— Bpatuk, elé nouenoBaTh?

Onuc mocMoTpesa Ha OpaTa, HO yBUEJIA, YTO TOT 3aCTHII C IIMPOKO PACKPHITHIMU T'Jla3aMH,
OCTEKJIEHEBILIUM B3TJISIIOM CMOTPSA Iepen co6oi.

— O? — Onuc B HEeOYMEHUM CKJIOHUJIA T'OJIOBY.

B sToT MOMeHT nepeq rina3amMu PoceHa 3amenbKany (Gr0IeTOBO-3010ThE AChbMeHa. OHU OBICTPO

CMEHSITU [IPYT APYTa, CJIOBHO CTPAHUIIEI CJIOKHOTO KOHTPaKTa. Korma TeKCT momén oo mocnenHe
CTpOKH, PoceH HaKOHeI] yBUes 3HaKOMbIe ciioBa: KoHTpareHT — PoceH.

— T~ — B ymax PoceHa mpo3By4as 3BOHKUH KeHCKUY HaCMEIJTUBEIN T'0JI0C.

EnBa TTOSIBHBIITHAMCS KOHTPAKT CJIOBHO OKa3aJICA B KOT'TAX HeBI/II[I/IMOI;I PYKH: OH Ha4aJl CTPEMUTEJIIEHO
IIPOKPYYHUBATHCA BBEPX, d B AOKYMEHT CTalI JIOGaBJ'IﬂTbCH HOBEI€ 30JIOTUCTEIE CTPOKH.

— Tak-To nyuie... — PoceH CHOBa yCIbIIIal TauHCTBEHHBINM KEHCKUX I0JI0C.

Hakowell, oH yBuZes, KaK ero COOCTBEHHOEe UM OBIJIO BHIYEPKHYTO U 3aMeHeHO Ha: KoHTpareHT —
JIuc.

Heyxenu 9nuc ToxkKe I0C/IaHa B 9TOT MHUP II0 TIOPYUYEHHUI0 KaKoro-To 6oxecTBa? Ho moyemy HyKHO
OLLJI0O MEHATH MOE UMA?!

PoceH omiapaliieHHO CMOTpeI, Kak IepenrucaHHblil KOHTPAKT, IIepeiuBasich ABYMS I[BETaMH,
OKOHYAaTeIbHO HCYE3.

— BpaTuk? — 9muc MUPOKO OTKPHIIA T'Jla3a, IoMaxasa Iepef ero JUI0OM CBOUMU OeJIbIMU PYyYKaMH,
HO ri1a3a PoceHa mo-pexXHeMy He MUTaJIu.

Onuc Hagysa ry0sl, yXBaTUJIACh 3@ €T0 IeKU U C CUJION NOTSAHYIa B Pa3Hble CTOPOHH.

— Ati-aii-ait! — PoceH npuién B ce6s ¥ IMOCIIEITHO CXBAaTUIT AEBYIIKY 3a PYKH, 3aCTaBISASI €€
BBHIIIYCTUTD €70 HEeCYaCTHHIE LIEKHU.

— A! Bpatuk He crtan gypaukoMm! — 9muc 6pocunach B 00bsaTusS PoceHa, eé HexKHOe TeJlo IPUKaIoch
K HEMY, a TOJIOBa Jierjia Ha IIJIe40 — BBIJIMTAS ITAIlKa.

— ...97nuc, — THXO0 mo3Baj PoceH.

— M-m?



— TrI criy4aliHO He ITOCTIaHa KaKoW-To O0TuHel cracaTh Mup?

Pocen Msrko OIIyCTHIJI TOJIOBY, €T0 B3rIdn CTall T'J'IY6OKI/IM, KaK HOYHO€E MOpe. Jnuc, YCIIBIIIAB 3TO,
CIIOKOMHO OTCTPAHHUIIACh, yTIépH.II/ICB PYKaMH B €TI0 IIJie4dH, 1 CHOBa YINUIIHYJIA 3a IIEeKH.

— Bpatuk, 1poCHUCH!
— Au-au-au!
[Toka 6pat u cecTpa BO3UIHUCh, OYTOH Ha 3arafloyHoM y30pe PoceHa 6eClIyMHO pacKpHBIICS,

IIPEBPATUBIIKCEH B IPEKPACHHIN IIBETOK, TIOX0XKUM Ha PACIyCTUBIIYIOCS 30JI0TUCTO-(HOIETOBYIO
Oayrunuio. [Tocie monrux paccmpocoB Inmuc u PoceH HaKOHEI! JIETTH Ha KPOBATh, TJISIS B IIOTOJIOK.

— Jnuc.

— M-M? — Onuc cHOBa IpUJbHYA K IIJIedy PoceHa, CKJIOHUB I'0JIOBY U 0XKU[as, YTO OH CKaXeT
nasblie.

— ...Hukomy He roBopu 00 3TOM y30pe, maxke MaMe C IaIoH.

— Xoporro. Torpa 3To 6ymeT HaIl MaJIeHbKUN CEKPEeT? — JJIHC MOCIYLUIHO MTOTIafuIa IPaByio PYKY
PoceHa, CJI0BHO KOCHYBIUUCH 30JIOTUCTHIX THIYMHOK I[BETKA.

— Vry, Hal ManeHbKUHE CEKpeT.

Houb cTaHOBUNACH BCE I'TyOxKe. YTOMUBIIKCH 3a ieHb, PoceH 00HSI SNHC U OTPY3UJICS B COH. EMy
CcHUJIOCh 6eCKOHEYHOe 30JI0TOe IBETOYHOe TI0JIe, & BAaneKe, BO3BHIIAACH [0 caMbIX Hebec, Pocio
OorpoMHoOe, Tofo6Hoe [IpeBy Mupa, 30710TO€ IepeBo.
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