¢ IpocHyICs ocpeny HOYH, BOpoYascs ¢ 60Ky Ha 60K, HO TaK U HE CMOT YCHYTb.

HYHHLIﬁ CBET I1aJaJl Ha OKHO Y KPOBATH, OTYEro KOMHATa Ka3aJlaChb eIle CBETIIEE.

A menneHHO IIPUIIOOHSAJICA, BBIIIE]I N3 KOMHATHI, YTOOKI OIIYTHUTh HOYHYIO TUIIMHY 1 10J1:000BaTHCS
0e3MSITeKHOCTBIO JIYHHOT'O CB€Ta.

Ctouno MHe BHIMTH BO ABOP, KaK JIUII0 OBESII IETKUM BeUYePHUM BETEPOK, ¥ OT 3TOTO I OKOHYATEIbHO
B30OMIPUIICS.

BcmoMHUB 0 Tex He()PUTOBEIX ITOABECKAX, 1 HEBOJILHO B3NOXHYJI. B cepale 3akpanuch COMHEHUS:
1noOpo UK 3710 S COTBOPUJI, COTJIACUBIIKUCH IOCTABUTH 3TY Belllb OT cTapuka JIio JIu Any? Ecnu
OTHaTh MIOOBECKH UMIIEPATOPY U He MOJy4YuTh B3aMeH 6eccMepTusi, Hac Ka3HAT; eCJId He OTHaTh —
3TO MPECTYIJIeHNe NIPOTUB rocyAaps, U Kapa Oy[eT BCE Ta ke cMepTh. Eime Gobille MeHsS
03aJlaunBao TO, KaK IMEHHO MHE YAaJIOCh OTKPBITh 3TOX MOABECKOW MaleHbKYI0 THIKBY-TOPISHKY.
HaBepHfiKa 3TO Kak-TO CBI3aHO CO MHOU!

A mocTtan u3-3a mosica obe TIOABECKHU U IIOJIOKUJI X Ha NafoHu. Ha gymie CTajlo TAXKeJl0 U TPDEBOXKHO
— 51 COBEPUIEHHO HEe IIPEeJCTaBIIAII, KaKOH IIar cAeyaTh JajibIlle.

— 3[paBCTBYH, HE CIIUTCSA? — pas3falics Yel-To rojoc, U MOMOIIeAIIni MyKYrWHa C YIBIOKON 3afat
BOIIPOC.

OTOT BHE3aIHBIN T'OJI0C 3aCTAaBU/I MEHS B3OPOTHYTh. {1 IOBEPHYJI T'OJIOBY ¥ YBUAEN, YTO KO MHE
npubnIuKaeTCs KaKOU-TO MyK4uuHa. Ha HeM OBl YMHOBHUYKY HAPS[, CTYIal OH BPa3BaJIOYKY, a OT
BCel ero (GUTYPHI BESJIO COIUTHOCTHIO ¥ BJIACTHOCTHIO.

ITo Mepe TOro Kak OH HpI/IGJ'II/I}KaJ'[CH, B CBETE JIYHHI 4 HAKOHEI PA3TrJIisigell ero JIKIO.

Bblpa}KeHI/Ie €ro OBITI0 MSATKUM U YMHUPOTBOPEHHEIM, BHISBIBAIOIIIUM HEBOJIBHOE PACIIOIIOKEHNE.

A MOYTUTENbHO MTOKIOHUIICS U IIPpOU3HEC:

— IlpuBetcTBy0 Munuctpa Jlu.

— Ioma He 00s13aTenbHO coOmonaTh epeMonnu. [Ipo mogBecky s cibimain oT CsAHb-9pa, Ha CaMOM
mene TyT He 0 4eM 6eCIOKOUTLCS. MOTy 5 B3TNISHYTh Ha HUX? — crpocun MuHucTp Jlu.

— Koneuno, — oTBeTuIn .

C 3TUMH CIIOBaMU £ IIPOTAHYJI €My IIOABECKH, JIEZKaBIIIKEe Y MEHS Ha JIaJdOHH.



MI/IHI/ICTp JIn BCMOTpEJICA B HUX 1 HETPOMKO B3[JOXHYII.

[TogHSB B3I Ha BUCAIIYIO B HeOe SPKYIO JIVHY, OH HCKPEHHE IIPOr0BOPHII:

— OTH [Be MOJABECKH 3aCTaBUIM MEHS BCIIOMHUThL OMHOTO 4yejioBeKa — ['eHepana JIto. B ToT rog y
Hero POAUIICS OONTOXKOaHHBIM ChIH. KOor[ia Maslbllly UCIIOTHUICS MECHI, S IIOIIPOCUII OTHOTO
yeJioBeKa IepenaTh 9Ty Iapy MOOBECOK B 3HAK IM03[paBieHuss. KTo 6kl MOT IOOyMaTh, YTO YBUXKY UX
CHOBa? Kak roBOpUTCS, BELLU Te XKe, a JII0AU yxKe apyrue!

— 4 crpllIazn, 4To MOCe 3TOr0 FeHepaH JIto IIpH 3arajgoO4YHEIX 00CTOSTENbCTBAX UCYES, — C
TI000IBITCTBOM CIIPOCHII .

— Ila, mporas B ogHO4Yacke. Torga rocymapsb OTHal IpUuKa3 HUKOMY He pacciiefoBaTh 3To feso. Ho g
He MOT CMUPUTLCS — B KOHIIE KOHI[OB, MBI ObIJIM CTaPBIMU OPY3bSIMHU CTOJIBKO JIET, — IIO3TOMY S
TAWKOM BeJl TOMCKU MHOTO JIET, HO TaK HUYEero u He HoOuics. Pa3 yxX Temepb OHU 0Ka3aluCh y TeO0s,
3TO OTIPeNieJIEHHO CBA3aHO € TOOOU. Thl MOXKEIIh MOMKITATLCA BEIICHUTD, OTKyHa cTapuk JIio
Pa3mo0bT 3Ty TTOABECKY-TOPJISHKY. Tak Thl CMOXKEIlb Pa3peInuTh COMHEHUS, TeP3alolue TBOe
ceppne, pa3Be HeT? — cKal3an Munuctp Jiu.

Memns cnoBHO 03apuio. Touno! Kak ke s caM o 3Toro He mogymarcs! [Toxoxke, MHe BCE XKe
IIPUAETCS BCTPETUTHCSA C TEMU JIIOObMM, KOTOPBIE IIPECIIENYIOT MEHS. BEITh MOXKET, OHU 3HAIOT O
IIPOMCXOXKIEHUH 3TOU Belu!

— Bnaronaplo BacC 3a IMOOCKAa3Ky, I'OCIIOAWH, — PaJOCTHO CKa3all 4.

— He cTout uepemoruTtscsa. Yto xe go [Iumtonu Bo3spaiienus Cepana, 4To CIpsiTaHa BHYTPH, BYepa
MeHs TOXKe BBI3bIBAJI UMIIEPaTop — CYAs 110 BCEMY, eT0 UHTepeC KPYTUTCS BOKPYT Hee. f 1moKa elile
He IpugyMai 000I0J0BEITOTHOTO PEIIeH s, HO JaBal 00CyIuM 3TO, KOTAa I BEpPHYCh C YTPEHHETO
IOKIlaga, — cKa3aj Munuctp Jlu.

— XopoIIo, He CIIeIIUTe, TOCIIOOUH, — MOKJIOHHUBIIKUCE, ITPOU3BEIT 5.

MunucTp JIu moxyomnan MeHs 10 IJIedy, BePHYJ IOIBECKH, VIBIOHYIICS ¥ 3allaras Ipoyb.

['nsigst eMy BCeq, st MBICTIEHHO ITOgyMan: «['0CIIOmKH, pa3 YK 3Ty Belllb IPUHEC 51, TO3BOJIbTE MHE U
3abpaThb ee ¢ coboit! 1 yemoBek CBOOOMHLINM, MEHSI HUYETO He IEPXKUT U He TSHeT Ha3al, TakK uTo
3a0paTh ee CaMOMy — JIVYIIHH BEIXOM».

4 BepHYJICA B KOMHATY, OCTaBUJI 3alIUCKy [Jis JIu fHa u nokunHyn Pe3upeniuo JIu.

Hepen TeM KakK YfITI/I N3 CTOJIMIBI, MHE XOTEJIOCh 3arJIiHYTh B Banzo }OH‘-IYHB — KO€ 0 9eM
PacCCIIpOCHUTE. Ho IIpKY YIIOMWHAHUU bamau }OH‘-IYHI: S BOPYT BCIIOMHHAII IIPO Csio buns, Tak 4To
CHa4aJla ITIPUAETCA 3arjIdHYTh Ha IIOCTOSIJIBIN OBOP.



4 mocTtyuan B mBeph KOMHATH Csi0 Buts. CIycTss MTHOBEHME COHHBIN U HUYETo He CO00paKaroIui
Csto BuHBb OTKPHBIT OABEPD U CIIPOCHUI:

— K10 Tam?

— 9710 51! — C ynbIOKOM OTBETHII 1.

YBupges MeHs, Csa0 BuHb TYT XKe 3achian BOIIPOCaMU:

— Pa3se TH He B Pe3upenuuu JIu? C yero 3To THl BOPYT CIIO3apaHKy 3[€Ch?

— U 1H emle cupamuBaelisb! Buepa Bl BmBoeM OpoCUIIM MEHS, s ¢ TOOOM elre Jaxe He pPacIlylaTHIICs
3a 9To! Ho mpuiien st ceiiyac BOBCE He 3a TEM, UYTOOBI CBOIUThL CUETHI, @ YTOOH! Thl CHOBA COCTABUII
MHE KOMIIaHUIO U CXOOUII cO MHOY B bamuio FOHYyHb, — CKa3zan 4.

['oBops 9TO, 51 WIArHYJI B KOMHaTY, a Cg0 buHb MamuHanbHO 3aKPHIT 38 MHOU ABEDb.

— Yero aTo BOpyr? Bcé erre 3a0bITh He MOXKeIb TaMOITHIOW Csio XyHXya? — ¢ ynbiOKo# cripocun Csio
buHb.

— O ueM ThI AyMaelb? Y MeHs eCThb IeJI0, HY2KHO KOe 0 YeM PaCCIPOCUTh XO3IUKY 3aBefleHUS.
XBaTuT (haHTa3UpOBaTh, faBall OLICTPel ofleBaiiCcs U MOLIIIU, — OTBETUII 1.

— d-1o ¢ pagocThio nouay ¢ To6o! Ho T uTO, 3a0k1? [JHEM OHU HE OTKPBIBAIOTCS, — C AOCAMIOMN
npou3Hec Cs0 buHb.

4 yronku ry6 IpUIOOHSI ¥ CAMOIOBOILHO 3asBUI:

— To OBITIO paHBIlle, a TeIEPb MBI C HElM IIPOLUIN Yepe3 UCIHITAaHNE XKU3HbIO M CMEPTHIO, TaK YTO
MOXKEIITb He TTepPeKuBaTh!

Csio bunb YOUBJIEHHO YCTaBUJICA Ha MEHS U BbIIAJl:

— Yo 3a mena? CTOMIO BCETO NUIIh CXOAUTh HA CMOTP HEBECT, KaK yXKe B MOAPYKKAX XONUIIIb!

— MeHsb1re O0JITOBHH, IIOIIINA, — CKa3as .

C 3TUMHM CJIOBaAMHU S IIOOTOJIKHYJI €TI0 K BBIXOOY.

Mzl BOBOoeM CHOBa cTosnu nepef bamuen FORYyHS, I Ha 3aneprele aBepu. Cs0 buab



TIOBEPHYJICS KO MHE ¥ CITPOCHIT:

— Hy u kak? Pa3Be y Te06s1 He OblJIO I1aHa?

4 KpuBo ynBEIOHYICS ¥ OPOCHIT:

— CMoTpu Ha MeHS.

¢ HerpoMKO KpPUKHYJ B CTOPOHY Bamuu FOHUyHE:

— locniogus JIu npubbln BEIOUPATL HEBECTY!

Ctowumo cinoBaMm COPBATHCA C TYG, KaK CTBOPKHY BHE3AIIHO PACIIaXHYIJIUCE. OTTy'I[a BEIIIJIBIII 9YEJIOBEK C
MaJIEHbKMM KPaCHBEIM IIBETKOM Ha I'OJIOBE, IIOKa4YKMBasa GGJIpaMI/I 13 CTOPOHEI B CTOPOHY, ¥ 3aBOIINII:

— 9T0 rocnofuH JIu mpuiiesn BLIOMPaTh HeBeCTY?!

Tyt Cs0 BuHb NPUOBUHYJICA KO MHE U IIENHYI:

— Ecnu 4ecTHO, 00 CUX ITOP He MOTY IIPUBEIKHYTH K TOMY aJIOMy I[BETKY y Hee Ha T'OJIOBe.

— CTOJIMYHBIY TUCK MOJBI, — YCMEXHYJICA 4.

3aTeM s MarHys BIEPEN U C YIILIOKON ITPOU3HEC:

— Martymka-xo3si#Ka, a BOT u 51! [TornsgauTe-Ka, Kak TPYIHO ObIIO Bac OThICKATh! [IpHIIOCh maxke
HCII0Ib30BaTh rocrnoaurHa JIu B KaueCcTBe IPHMaHKH.

— Cectpuna, Trl mpumuia! O, CKOIBKO BCero s Tebe X049y paccKa3aTh, IOWOEeM-TIOMOeM, BHYTPU
IIOTOJIKYyeM, — PafjoCTHO 3aTapaTopuiia X03suKa.

C aTuMu clI0BaMM OHa IIPSIMO 3a PYKY BTallila MeHs BHYTPh, a Cs0 BruHb ¢ 00pedeHHbIM BUAOM
TIOTIJIETICS CIIEIOM.

EnBa MBI ycenucs, s GbICTPEHBKO 3apUCOBal Ha JIUCTE TOT CaMbIM JIYHHBIN 3HAK, YTO OB y UeJ0BeKa
B YEPHOM 3a YXOM, MPOTSHYJI PUCYHOK XO35IMKEe U CIIPOCHUII:

— Marty1uka, s IPUIIUIA B 3TOT Pa3 PaCcCIPOCUTH Bac: He 3HAeTe JIK BB, UTO 9TO TaKoe?



X03sg1Ka B3si/1a IUCTOK, BCMOTpeJIaCh U IIOKAa4aJlla rOJI0BOM. 3aTeM OHa OTI0XKHUIA 6yMary B CTOPOHY
1 B3BOJIHOBAHHO 3arOBOPHIIA:

— 3a0ynp TH IIpo 910! JIydille paccKaXu MHe Ipo rocroputa Jlu! A cnirliana, Thl — HEBECTA,
KOTOPYIO0 BeIOpas cam rocrmopuH JIu? Kak tebe 310 ymanock? Thl Bedb U NpaBaa oOMaHyJja MeHs,
peLInB IPUCBOUTE BCE cebde!

4 3amaxan pykaMmu:

— BoBce HeT.

nu TYT OHa, TO paCCKa3bIBadA, TO BCXJIUIILEIBaA, IIPOTOBOPHUIIA IEJILIX IIOJITOPA Yaca.

Csio bunbp 6€C1'IOMOI.T.IHO CMOTPEJI Ha MEeHs, BITJIAA0M YMOJIAA IIPUOAYMATh XOTh ‘-ITO-HI/IGYJIB.

¢l BHITAIIMII [IBEe TIOOBECKHU, IPOTSAHYTI €1 U CKa3all:

— Martyika, IepecTaHbTe yxKe IjakaTh, TOCIOOUH JIu HUKYOa OT Bac He meHeTcs. S permuia
IIOKUHYTH CTOJIMIY, TaK YTO FOCIOAXH JIu Temeps 0CTaHeTCS TONbKO BamuM! Ho mepen sTumM, 6ynbre
nOOPEI, B3TJITHUTE eIIe Pa30K — YTO 3TO 3a BeIuIia?

Xo3s1Ka YCTaBUJIaCh Ha IMOABECKHU U IIPOTAHYJIa PYKY, HaMepPeBasaChb 3&6paTB HX.

4 TyT Xe OTHEpHY PyKYy U CKa3al:

— Pa3 YZXK MaATyHIKa TOJIKOM HUYEero He 3HA€T, TOI'ma MBI OTKJIIaHAEMCH.

C stuMu cnoBamu s nopHsai Csso BuHs Ha HOTH.

Ha nuiie xo3s11Ku IIPOCTYIIMIIO BEIPpAXKEHNEe NOCAIHhI.

— Hy Torpa npoiaite, MaTyIKa, elle YBUOUMCS, — CKa3all .

— Ila, mo BCTpeYH, HE 3a0bIBaii HaBelllaTh MATYIIKYy, KOT'od GYI[eT BpeMs, — OTBETHUJIA OHA.

— OO6s13aTeNnbHO 3ariigHy, — OTBETHII 1.

Briiigs u3 bamau FOHuyHb, C10 BuHb 03agayeHHO CIIPOCHUIT:



— U 310 BCE?

4 KUBHYJI U TIOSCHUIL:

— HWMeHHO TaK. Bo-TiepBhIX, 1 IPUX0OuUa Ciofa, YTOOH TPOBEPUTD, 3HAKOM JIM €My 3TOT 3HaK. Cyms
110 TOMY, YTO OH CKa3aJl, OyITo He 3HaeT, HO IIPU 3TOM CMYTHJICS — 3HAYHUT, HA CaMOM [iejie eMy BCE
M3BECTHO. BO-BTOPEIX, OCTAB IIOABECKHY, S faja UM IOHATh, UTO Belllb IIO-IIPEXXHEeMY Y MEHS, TakK 4YTO
MMIIepaTop He CTAHeT JMUIIHUM [aBUTh Ha JIu fHa u ocTanmbHBIX. K TOMY Xe, 0TKy[a OHa BOooO11e
y3Halla, 4YTO A Hax0XycCh B Pe3upgennun JIu? ITa MaTylIKa-x0351Ka U BIPSIMb He Tak IIpocTa!

— A-a, BOH OHO Kak! A MeHs-TO 3ayeM ¢ co0o¥ moTaumn? — mouHTepecoBascs Csao BuHb.

— JIns xpabpocTu! — co CMEXOM OTBETHIT .

Csto Bunb ¢ mocafiol moKayvaJs IojioBoi U mpobopMoTant:

— Hy w1 1 npoiigoxa.

U BOT Tak, 6ecemysi, Mbl HECIIEIIIHO HAIIPABUIKCh 0OPATHO K ITOCTOSJIOMY [BOPY.

http://bllate.org/book/20995/2134587



