BrniepBrie momnaB B II3HXY, 5 JOIXKEH OBIT TO3HATL 3TOT MUP, HacllaxkaaTbcs uM. Ho KTo OBl 3HaJ, YTO
KaXX[Iblil TeHb MHE IIPUOETCS XKUTh B cTpaxe U TpemneTe? Kak Obl 0THasSHHO 51 HU y6eras, 3a MHOM BCE
PaBHO THAJIOCh CTOJIBKO JIIOLEN.

Y géprt moiimMu, 4TO 3a 3eJIbe TOT CTaPUK CIPSTal B CBOEM THIKBE, pa3 ero XOTAT 3all0Iy4YUTh
cTomnbKo mofe. 9x! Coenka okasanach yOBITOUHOM, CTO JITHOB — 3TO KaK-TO MajoBaTo!

['naps Ha OKPY2KaBIIMX MeHS YOUUII, OJeTHIX BO BCE YePHOEe U 3aKyTAHHBIX TaK IJIOTHO, YTO BUOHEI
OBLIM JIUIIE T71a3a, S faXKe CKBO3b 9Ty TKaHb YYBCTBOBAJI BOJIHBI MCXONUBILEH OT HUX CMEPTOHOCHOM
1.

— IlocnywanTte, 4ero Bel BEYHO IIpecienyete MeHsa? MEI Ke C BaMU He Bparu U He UTaJU Apyr K
npyry HeHaBUCTU. OOBSICHUTE XOTS OBl TOJIKOM, YTOOHI S XOTh ITIOMHUPAJI C YUCTOU COBECThIO! YTO BHI
3a cTpaHHBIe monu? JlaBaliTe CSIIEM U IIOTOBOPUM, B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, 060 BCEM MOXKHO JOTOBOPUTHCS!
— ¢ 00peyeHHHIM BUIOM ITPOU3HEC f1.

— BrICTPO OTHaBaii Bellb, ¥ 0OCTaBUM Tebe Tejo IeJIbIM U HeBPeIUMBIM, a HHa4ye IMPEeBPATUM TBOIO
JKM3Hb B KOIIIMAp ¥ HE OCTAaBUM [laXKe MOTHUJIbI, — 3asIBUJI OOUH U3 JTIOfIEN B YEPHOM.

— Kaxkyto eme Benrs? Huuero st y Bac He Gpan! Camu ke BUAUTE, Ha MHe ofiekaa 6e3 KapMaHOB, THe
TYT CIOPSTATh TO, YTO BAM HYXKHO? — 5T PACKUHYJ PYKH B CTOPOHEL.

— XBaTuT 007TaTh, HE OTHAAINIb HOOPO — yMpeIb! — KpoBoKaAHO Opocuy youuIa.

EnBa moroBopuB, OHM BCE PA30M BCKUHYJIM MeYH ¥ OPOCUITHCh Ha MeHS. ¢ 130 BCeX CUJ OTTOIKHYIICS
HOTaMHU, JIETKO OIIYCTUJICS Ha HOXKHBI Meda OJHOTO M3 HalafaBUINX U, UCIIOIb3Ys JTErKUi TOTYO0K,
chenasn B BO3yXe CalbTO Ha TPUALIATH IIECThAECIT I'PaAyCoOB, TAXKEII0 Bpe3aB HOT'0il eMy B IPYIb.
Y6uiiiry oT6pocuio Ha OXKaH OBECTH, U30 PTa Y HETO GOHTAHOM XJTHIHYJIa KPOBb. YBHUMIEB 3TO,
OCTajIbHBIE HallafaBInre OPOCUIUCh Ha MEHS ¢ Me4aMHu. BOCIIOIb30BaBUIUCE CBOEH JIETKOM ITOCTYIIBIO,
s TIOJT YTJIOM B COPOK IISITh IPagyCcoB OOPYIIN YOAaphl HOT Ha KaXKI0Tro U3 HUX, U OHU OJIUH 3a APYTUM
PYXHYJIH Ha 3eMJII0, 0Ka3aBIIKUCh COBEPIIEHHO O€CIIOMOIIHBIMH.

Cny4ailHO S 3aMETHJI, YTO 3a YXOM Y KaXKJ0T0 U3 HUX BEIOUT 3HAK JIVHHI — IT0X0XKe Ha KaKy0-TO
TalHYyI0 OpraHu3aluIio.

YnepeB pyku B 60KU U TTISAS Ha HUX CBEPXY BHUS3, S QBIPKHYIIL:

— Arx! Tenmeps 3HaeTe, Ha 4TO s crmocoO0eH? BombIle He cMelTe IpecienoBaTh MeHs, WHade B
CIIeYIOIINY pa3 Tak JIETKO He oThenaeTecsk. 4 noien!

EnBa 51 coOpasicst B3MBITh B BO3YX C ITOMOIIBIO JIETKOHM ITOCTYIIH, KaK BOPYT Pa3fasics rojoc:

— BbraropopHeIY repoy, IPOLLy, IOMEAJIUTE.



¢ B vicmyre OTJIsimesics 0 CTOPOHAM, U TYT KaKas-TO TeHb MOJIHHEH MeTHYIach MPsMo Ko MHe, OT
HEOXUIAHHOCTH 5 OTIIATHYJICS Ha Iapy LIaroB Ha3ap. [7Iaas Ha CTOSIBLIETO epego MHOM
6opomaToro CTapuka, s IIOYyBCTBOBAJ BHYTPEHHIOW OPOXKb: Ha BUJ 3TOT CTAPUK BBITJISIEN
HEPSIIIUBEIM, HO U3 ero I'Jla3 UCXOOWIIa TaKas CBUpernas yOUiCTBeHHAs 1M, OT KOTOPOH CTaHOBHIIOCH
He 110 cebe.

— CTapeu, 9TO THl MEHS ceilyac 3Bajn? — CIIPOCHUIT .

— Ia. T'oBopsT, nepex cMepThio JIio LI3gHbXya moBepuil Tebe KakKyio-To Belllb. Tebe nydlie oTaaTh ee
I10-X0poIlleMy, nHade 000Ch, 3aBTPAIIHET0 COMHIIA TH y2Ke He YBULAHUIIL. f CJI0B Ha BeTep He Opocaio,
— XKEeCTKUM TOHOM 3asIBUJI CTapuK.

¢ OKMHYJTI ero B3r/ISAOOM U C YIBIOKOI IPOU3HEC:

— O%x, BOT OHO 4TO. A KaK Bac BelIU4aTh, IIOUTEHHBIN?

CTapuk Mpe3pUTeNbHO QHIPKHYI:

— Ce HOuxyH. B 1139HXy MeHs Ha3bBalOT AnoBUTH CKOPIIKUOH.

— O, taxK Bul cTapmuu Ce, IOy IPOIIEHN, BEIpaXKalo CBOe o4yTeHue! {1 XOTh U HOBUYOK B L[3SIHXY
U ellle He 3HAIO Balllero Beca B 3TUX KPyrax, HO Cy[s II0 TOMY, C KaKUM aIljloMO0M BHI
pasroBapuBaeTe, Cpa3y BUAHO — YeJIOBEK BHI 3[eCh aBTOPUTETHHIN. BBl IpoCUTe MEHS OTOAaTh BaM
3Ty Belllb, HO, I10 IIpaBfe FOBOPS, S IOHATUS He UMeI0, 0 4YeM peub. [lepen cmepThio cTapiuuii JIro
HUYEro MHe He nepefaBa. bonee Toro, ecnu Obl BH He Ha3Bajid TOro ctapuka JIio L3sHbXYa, 51 ObI
faxe He 3HaJI, KakK ero 3BaTh. TakK 4TO, [10Jlaralo, CTOJIb YBaXKaeMblil CTapIIni He CTaHeT IPUTECHATh
MEeHs, MJIafIIero? — ckas3all .

Yronku ry6 Ce I0iixyHa IPUNOSHSATUCE B YCMEIIKe:

— Cynst o CBeIeHUSIM, OCTaBJIEHHBIM IIEPE CMEPTHIO HAIIUMU JTIOIbMH, PSIIOM C HUM B €0
TIOCTIEHUH Yac OBLT TOJIBKO TEL. YTBEPXKIaTh, UTO OH HUYETro Tebe He Hajl, MATKO T'OBOpS,
HeyOequTeaIbHO! YUUTEIBAas TBOM IOHHIHM BO3PACT, YMUPATh BOT TaK NEHCTBUTEILHO OBIIO OBI KAJIKO.
OtpaBai Belnp 110 m0OpO BoJie, U 5T rapaHTHPYI0 Tebe 6Ge3omacHoCTh. Ho ecnu TH XKaXaellb CMEPTH,
s C pafilocThio Tebe MOMOTry. B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, KOTa THl CIOXHEIb, 00BICKATh TBOE TeJjlo OymeT ele
IIpoIIe, BEPHO?

— Bot kak! Hy pa3 Tak, moxoxe, BoO 4TO Ol 1 H BEPHUJI, THI MHE BCE PaBHO He IOBEPHIIb, a pa3
TOBOPUTH OOJIbIIIE HE 0 YEM, TO U PA3TOBOP OKOHYEH, — C 0OPEUYEHHEIM B3[[0XOM IIPOU3HEC .

EnBa g ymonk, kak Ce KOUXyH ymapuil MeHs JTaflOHb0. 1 MOJTHUEHOCHO YBEPHYJICS, HO BCIIEL 3a 9TUM
TII0CJIeioBal BTOpoit yaap. 1o aToMy ygapy ObI7I0 OTYETIMBO BULHO, YTO 3TOT Ce U BIPSIMB He
coO0MpaeTcs OCTaBNATh MeHs B XKUBBIX! OT MOIIM, UCXONUBIIEN OT €T0 JIaflOHU, 3aPOKaIu Jaxe
OKPEeCTHOCTU — 3peJIuille XKYTKOBAaTOE, HO BCE XKe He HACTOJIbKO, YTOOH 3aCTaBUTh MEeHS TPENeTaTk.
4 eme He mpoOoBasl BHYTPEHHIOW 1M, IePefaHHyI0 MHE TeM CTapUKOM, ¥ 3TO KaK pa3 OTIMYHbIH
CiIy4ay ucneitaTh ee. CoOpaB B KyJlak BHYTPEHHUE CUJIBL, S BCTPETHI €T0 yAap CBOe JafoHEIo.



— He oxwupar, 4To Takoii COIgK obnafaeT CTONb TIy00KoM BHyTpeHHel u! [lai Tebe elle napy
JIeT, ¥ THl HABePHSIKa CTajl OBl BRIOAIOIIENCS TUYHOCTHI0. HO KakK KaJb, YTO FOJOBIIMHA TBOEH CMEPTH
HACTYIIUT POBHO T'Ofl CITYCTS B 3TOT Xe OeHb, — Npe3puTebHo 6pocun Ce FO#xyH.

C 9THUMU CJIOBAMU OH ITIOOLIEIINJI HOFOﬁ B&HﬂBIJ.[PIfICH pAOIOM MeY M CTPEMUTEJIBHO BHIIIAJI UM B MOIO
CcTOpOoHY. 9 yKe cobupascs YKIOHUTHCS, KaK BOPYT OH B3MAxHYJ PYKaBOM, PacChInas U3 obIiara
OeJIBIf ITOPOIIIOK — [Ia V2K, He COMHEBANTECh, 9TO ObUT Si. S OTIPHITHYJ Ha3aM, HO HEKOTOpas YacTh
BCE 2Ke IIoIlajla Ha MEeHS.

— He oxwuparn, 4To CTapH.II/II;I Ce OIIYCTUTCSA OO TaKUX METOOOB IIPOTHUB KAKOI'0-TO IOHIIA. Hey’}KeJ'II/I
HCIIyTaJICs, 9YTO He OJoJjIieelllb MEHA B YECTHOM 6010? — C YCMGI.HKOI;I 6p0CI/IJ'I 5.

— 4 v3HayaNbHO CUJIEH UMEHHO B oTpaBieHuu. K ToMy ke, pa3 Tebe BCE paBHO CykKIOEHO YMEPETD,
KaKasl pa3Hulla, KaKUMU CpefCcTBaMU s MOIb3yI0Cch? — oTBeTus Ce FOuxyH.

— Trdy! Kak y Tebs S3bIK IOBOPAYUBAETCS TOBOPUTH TaKue OeCCThIgHEIE Belu? TH XKe BCE-TaKu
M3BECTHAS TUYHOCTH B I3HXY! — BO3MYTHUIICA .

— X3! K yemy TpaTuTh ClI0Ba Ha MEPTBOT0 YejoBeKa? — mpe3puTenbHo GuipkHYN Ce FOMxXyH.

B 3TOT MOMEHT MeHsI BHE3aIIHO OXBaTHIa BceolIas c1aboCTh, MBIIATh CTAJIO TIXKEIO, U S HEeBOJILHO
OTCTYIIXJI Ha [IBa IlIara Ha3af. [ 795 Ha CTOSIIEro epeno MHOM I'HYCHOTO TIOAJIela, S Clenall BUL,
YTO HUYET0 0COOEHHOTO HEe MPOUCXOIUT, ¥ OPOCHUIT:

— Crapumit Ce, moxoxe, TObl TBOEH KU3HHU MPOIIIK BIYCTYI0. bosbille He HaMepeH ¢ TO0OM UTPaTk.

Cxka3zaB 3TO, S U30 BCEX CUJI YOAPHUJI HOTOM 0 3eMJII0, IIOAHUMAs T'yCToe 00/1aK0 IBIIH, U,
BOCIIOJTb30BaBIINCh MOMEHTOM, Opocuscs 6exkaTh. B3yleTeB Ha BEPXYIUIKY AepeBa, s MTHOBEHHO
PaCTBOPHUJIICS B T'YCTHIX 3apPOCIISIX Jieca.

Bupgumo, Oyny4u yBEPEHHBIM, YTO 9Ty HOYb MHE YXKe He IIEPEXKUTh, OH He CTaJl IIPeciieloBaTh MEHS.

YT0 XKe 3a Af IOACYHYI MHe 3TOT cTapuk Ce? Tesio HaJuI0Ch TAXKEeCThI0, B PYAU 3acafHesio, U g
maXke 3aKallIsACcsa KpoBbio. XOTh MHE M YOAJIOCh 3alledaTaTh MEPHUOUAHEI CEpPAIla, HO eCJIM He BHIOUTH
S HAPYKYy, MOXKeT BO3HUKHYTD yrpo3a [AJis KU3HUA. BOT TONBKO cTapinui JI10 XOTh U mepegan MHe
CBOI0 BHYTPEHHIOIO 1Y, 51 Bedb IIOHITHUS He UMEI0, KaK €10 I0JIb30BaThCa! MHe KOoHel.

[Toka 51 pa3MBIIIST 00 3TOM, Iepef Ila3aMU BCE IOIIBLIO, U S IIOTEPSIJICS BO BPEMEHH.

He 3Ha10, CKOJILKO 5 IPOCIal, HO, YyBCTBYS YbE-TO IPUCYTCTBUE PSIOOM, 5 C TPYAOM Pa3/eNul BEKH.
¢l mexan Ha KpOBaTH B COBEPILIEHHO HE3HAKOMOM 00CTAaHOBKE, a PSIOM C IIOCTEJIBIO CTOSITT KaKOH-TO
IOHOIIIa — POBECHUK CO MHOM, — BHITSIHYBIIKCH 110 CTPYHKE B IIOUTUTEILHOM T103e€.



3aMeTuB, YTO 5T MPOCHYJICS, TTapeHb PAgOCTHO TOHAJICS BIEPe[ U C YIILIOKOU MTPOU3HEC:

— Moropoii TOCIIOOHUH, BbI OUHYJTUCH!

¢ MenyIeHHO PUIIOAHSIICS, U IOHOIIIA MTOCIIeIIHIT MOAepKaTh MeHss. OCMOTPEBIIUCH 10 CTOPOHAM, ST
CIIPOCHIT:

— I'me 910 s? Kaxk s 30ech oka3aJics?

KOnoma TYT XK€ OTBETHUIIL:

— JT0 nmocTosAnbY ABOpP. Bac cnac mou rocnofguH. [TogoXauTe HEMHOTO, S OOJIOXKY €MYy.

C aTUMU CJIOBaMU OH HCYE3 CO CKOPOCTHIO MOTHUU.

Bckope B KOMHATY BOIIEJT MOJIOION Y€JIOBEK B POCKOIIHBIX OfleXKAaX, C U3bICKaHHBIMU MaHEepaMH.
[Tomo¥as K TIOCTENU U TSI Ha MEHS, OH IIPOU3HEC:

— Br1 ouHynHCH!

[TpurnsgeBuIuch K HeMmy BONTKU3HU, ST 3aMETHUJI, YTO Ha HeM OBIJTM HafleThl OJIeK OBl U3 HeXKHEUIIero
001ayHOr0 aTaca, ryOel Tporasa jierkas yiibi0Ka, a YepThl Julla OBl TOPa3UTeNIbHO KpacuBhL. M
BIIPSIMb YTOHYEHHBIH, 3JIETaHTHBIN, OCTIEIUTENIbHEIA KpacaBell.

CMy111eHHO IIPOU3HEC 4:

— 4 mpocHycs. TOT mapeHb CKa3all, 4To 3TO BH MeHs craciu. Cracu6o!

On IIOCMOTPEJ Ha MEeHM, YTOJIKHK ero I"Y6 YyTh IPUIIOOHATINCH, 1 OH OTBETHUII:

— He cTout 6/1aromapHOCTH, MyCTSYHOE [eJ0, O YeM TYT TOBOPHUTh.

[TpuceB Ha Kpal KpOBATH, OH IIPOTSHY PYKY ¥ ITPOBEPUIT MO# MyJIbC, IIOCIIE YETO IPOU3HEC:

— dp npoHUK 04YeHb IITy00KO B TBOE TeJI0. XOTh S ¥ ITOMOT ITOJIaBUTh €T0 CBOEM BHYTPEHHEH 111, 9TO
JIUIIb BPEMEHHAsT Mepa, YCTPaHsoolass CUMIITOMEL, HO He KOpeHb 0071e3Hu. ECiu He BbIIEYUTD Te0s
KakK cyenyeT, 6010Ch, TBOEH KU3HU YTPOKAET OMAaCHOCTB!

[TpeoponeBas cebsi, 1 yILIOHYJICS U CKa3all:

— Hwuuero crtpamrsoro, o 6yayiieM mogymMaeM 1mo3xe. KctaTu, MOIomoi roclioguH, KakK Balle uMs?

OH ynbIOHYTICS B OTBET:

— Qamunud Jlu, a foMa MeHs 30ByT Csi0 CAHb.



— O, tak BBl MoJyiogo# rocroguH JIu, a s Y Cioi, — MpeacTaBuiCcs f.

Momnopo#t rocnoguH JIu KUBHYT U 00JIbIIe HUYETo He no0aBuil.

4 HeJIOBKO YNIBIOHYJICS ¥ TOUHTEPECOBAJICS:

— Ckaxure, rge Mbl HaX0OUMCS?

— B cTonuie, — mocjenoBal OTBET.

— Oro! 4 B cronuue? IIpaBna? Xa-xa! Hukak He oxkupgas, 4To ygacTcs fo6paThCs ciofia IPsiMO BO
CHe, 3[I0POBO-TO Kak! — oOpamoBarcs .

— Yro TaKoe, y Bac 37ieCh KaK1e-TO BaxKHbIe fiefia? YeMy BBl TaK pajbl? — C JIIOOOMBITCTBOM CIIPOCHUIT
OH.

3aMeTHB ero 03agadyeHHbIN BU, S C YIIBIOKOM MOSICHUIT:

— Huvero oco6eHHOTO, TPOCTO 5 HUKAK HE 0XKHUOAJI, YTO OKAXKYCh 3MeCh TakK OBICTPO. f Bemb KakK pa3
HAIIPABJISJICS B CTOJIUITY pPa3kICKaTh OHOT0 YyenoBeKa. Cmacubo, 4TO MPUBE3/Iu MeHs ciofa!l

OH yneIOHYJICS MHE:

— IIycTsiky, TIaBHOE, YTO BHL pafbl. 4 ¥ caM He OKM[aJl TaKOT'0 COBIIafieHUS: S BO3Bpalllasics B
CTOJIMITY ¥ KaK pa3 HAaTKHYJICS Ha Bac, yMUPAIOIIETo, IOCJie Yero U MpuBe3 ciofa. Kcratu, Korga s
WCLIENST BaC C IOMOIIIbI0 BHYTPEHHEH 11, TO 3aMEeTHJI, YTO ¥ BaC yIUBUTEIbHO INy0OKHe BHYTPEHHNUE
cunel. Korga s HauMHAET JeliCTBOBATh, BE BIIOJIHE MOXETE MIOJaBJISITh €70 COOCTBEHHOH IIH.
CMyI1eHHO OTBETHII 5

— 4 He yMel0 el0 II0JIb30BAThCS... YeCTHOE CJI0BO, 3Ty BHYTPEHHIOI 1 MHE Ilepefas OOUH CTapIIuH,
BHI MHE BEpUTE?

OH ynbIOHYICS:

— Bepro.

I'naps Ha ero ¢anblIuBYIO0 YABIOKY, S TOHSJ, UYTO OH MHE HY KallJIi He BEpHUT!

B 3TOT MOMEHT B OBEPb IIOCTY4Yallk, X BOIIEJI MaJIbYMUK Ha HOGGTYLHK&X, HpI/IHeCH.II/Iﬁ HEMHOI'O €[hl.

Mornomo# rocrnoguH JIu MocnemnHo Tpou3HeC:

— ¢ 3aMeTuII, 4TO Bhl COBCEM HUYET0 He eJIM, HaBalTe IIoenuM.



— M, crracu60! A yxke 4yBCTBYIO ce0s TOJIOMHBIM 10 CMEPTH, — OTBETHII 1.

— XOpOLINY alleTUT — BePHBIM IIPU3HAK TOr'0, YTO 3[0POBbE UOET Ha MONPaBKy. A 1ocje ensl 5
00yuy Bac rmape 0a30BHIX YIIPaKHEHUM IJIs K, YTOOBI BBl MOTJIM KOHTPOJIMPOBATh BCIILIIIKY Sfia, —
CKas3aJ MOoJIomo¥ rocuonus JIu.

¢ ycTaBuIICS Ha HETO MOJTHEIMU HEOBEePUS TJla3aMH, U, BUOUMO, 3aMETUB 3TO, OH 00aBHUII:

— O, Bamm COMHeHUs BIIOJIHE eCTeCTBEHHHI. [IPOCTO 5 mogyMa, 4To pa3 y&K MbI CBeIeHbl CyIb00#H, TO
nmoueMy OBl He TIOMOYb, Pa3 €CTh TaKasi BO3MOXKHOCTb.

4 cKkenTHYeCKU IePeCcIpPoOChI:

— U Bce?

OH KUBHYII:

— Mwm! A 49T0, He BepuUTCa?

— A s-To gyMmarl, BBl IPOCTO ITO3aPUJINCh Ha MO0 KPacoTy! — IOMIyTHII 4.

OT 9TUX CJIOB €T0 IIOIIEPXHYIIO cOoOCTBEHHOM CITFOHOM, HO 3aTeM OH pacCcMedcs:

— Heyxenu 9T0 GBIJI0 HACTOIBKO 3aMETHO? BEI IPSIMO B TOYKY IIOMAIH.

— Jla Hy! — U3yMJIEHHO BOCKJIUKHYII f.

On paCCMediCsa elne rpoMye.

['nmsigst Ha Hero, ST BOPYT IMOYYBCTBOBAJ, OYOTO OT HETO UCXOOUT Kakoe-To cusiuue. Ha cepmrie cTano
TaK TEII0. BCTPeTUBIINUCE C HUM B3TJISIOM, S OILIYTUJI CTPAHHOE, HEOOBSICHIUMOE YyYBCTBO IOBEPUS U
TIPUBSI3aHHOCTU — CJIOBHO JIyY COJTHIIA TPOOUIICS CKBO3b JIEHSHYIO IIYCTHIHIO, IPUHOCS C CO6Oi
MOJITOXKIAaHHOE TEIJIO U Hafexkny.

B03M0XKHO, OTTOTO 4TO S €Ille TOJIKOM He OTOIIEN 0TO CHa, MOS PyKa MIPOTHUB BOJIX CaMa IMOTAHYJIACh
BIIEDE. A merko KOCHYIJICA €er0 IIeKH, 1 JIaAOHb MTHOBEHHO 03apPHUIIO IIPUATHOE TEIII0, 3aCTaBUBIIIEE
M€EHs HEBOJIBHO BEIMOJIBUTE:

— Kaxkoe Temno...

OH yOuBIIEHHO TOCMOTPETT Ha MEHs, HUUero He CKa3aB, a 3aTeM CHOBA YJIRIOHYIIC.
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