MyK4KHa C YCMELIKOM CTOSIJI Tepef BOPOHEIM KOHEM, TIOTJIazkKuBast ero 1o miee. Ero riasa
3aropeJiuch, ¥ OH C BOCTOPTOM yKa3as Ha JKUBOTHOE:

— BoT 3T0 oTnuyHEIM 9K3eMIIsip! Xopolll, HU4ero He CKaXKelllb: KPYIl MOIIHBINA, HOTH KPeNKue,
IIPBITH XOTh 0TOaBsAM! BOT 3TO 51 mOoHMMai0! A TO B HallleM Jlarepe ONHU KUK — Xy[ble,
HU3KOPOCJIEE, MOPAH! BEITSHYTHIE, CMOTPETh TOIIHO. A TJIaBHOE — CTOSIT OellleHbIX eHeT!

My}K‘-II/IHa o0oI11esT KOHS IIapy pa3, 0TB€4Yad Ha BOIIPOCHI CTAPHUKA.

— Wb THI, moporo! — ¢eipkHYN cTapuk. — [1o unee, 1o, [Iu 11310, CTOIBKO BPEMEHU B apMUH
CITY2KUIIb, DABHO MOJI2KeH ObLT BHICTYKUTH KaJIOBaHKE, YETo XkKe THI 10 CUX ITOP TaKOil TOMsIK?

u?!

CrosBIas HenmopmaneKy U HeBOJIbHO MoAcaymuBaBiias [u JIo B3gporHysa ot usymienus. OHa
YKPa[Ko# B3TJISHYJIa Ha MyKYKUHY, KOTOPHIM C TAKUM ycepaueM BhIOHpas KoHs. Heyxkenu oH Toxe
U3 poga Ju?

A [Tu 11310 TeM BpeMeHeM C TOPECTHHIM BUAOM Ou ce0s B Tpy[b:

— CTapuK, TH He IOHUMAEIIh, THl IPOCTO He IMTOHUMaellb!

[la 4TO 1 MOTYy He IOHUMATh?!

CrapuK c nmpe3peHreM 3akaTul ria3a. C caMoill IepBoil BCTPeYU C 3TUM [TapHeM OH IOHSJI, YTO TOT
He U3 IPOCTHIX. XOTS B Jlarepe OKpyra KOro TOJIBKO He BCTPETHILb, COPOJ CO BCEX CTOPOH, HO IOPOLY,
3aJI02KEHHYIO C TIeJIEHOK, HUKaKUMHU IpolllaMy He Kynuillb. [lapeHb X0Th U BefleT ce0s pa3Bsi3HO,
CJIOBHO IIOC/IefHUM 000pBaHel], HO B KaXK/I0OM ero OBUKEHUHU, B CAMOM MaHepe NepKaThCs CKBO3UT
BPOXIeHHOe 01aropoacTBo. JIn6o mpuHIl, 1100 OTIPHICK 3HATHOTO POfa.

Crapuk OB YBEPEH, YTO €0 XXKU3HEHHOT'0 OIIBITA JOCTATOYHO, YTOOH 3TO pa3risaneTs. HaBepHska
KaKou-HuOymb n30aoBaHHBIN cCOpBaHel U3 60raToro oMa, KOTOPOTO BHIIIBEIPHYIIH Ha YITUILY
YUUTHCSA YMY-Pa3yMy.

Tody THL

CTapI/IK ToKayas I'0JI0BOH H, OIIYCTHUB B3IJidM, IIPOAOOJIZKUII KOPMHUTE CBOIO JIOIIAhb:

— Bribpan — Tak 3abupaii ObICTpee, HeUero TyT Konathcsi. — OH CHOBa IMOAHSN r'a3a Ha [u 130 u
no6aBum cyxo: — TOIbKO He 3aryOu MHE XXUBOTHUHY, 51 €€ C TAaKUM TPYLAOM BhIXaxKuBajl, 0eperu ee Kak
3eHUIly OKa.

— JlagHo-1aiHO, IOHAT 5, oHJ, — [u 11310 oT™MaxHyscs, HeOpeKHO Opocu MOHETEHI, 3a6pas KOHS
¥, efIBa TIOBEPHYBIIUCEH, HATKHYJICS B3T/ISIOOM Ha OEBYIIKY, KOTOpas C IIEPBOM 3Ke CEeKYH[IbI BHI3BaIa Y
HEero XaJloCTh.



— O, TH Yero ellle He yiina?

IeByllIKa BRITJIsAfIea COBCEM MajleHbKOM. Ee nuunko OblI0 HApsiXKEHO, B HEM YKTalach He II0 rofiaM
B3pOCIiasi CEPbe3HOCTD, a B rITyOMHe T'7la3 HET-HET [ia ¥ MeJIbKaJl UCIYT, IIPUKPHITHIN MacKon
XO0JIOMHOTO CIIOKOMCTBHS.

YV Hero moma MIIafias cectpa Oblla IPUMEPHO TAKOIro JKe BO3pacTa, HO Ha ee JIMIle BCerna CHUsija
meTckast 6e33a60THOCTb. A 3[eCh... OH BUJIEII JIWIITh yracaHue, CJIOBHO meper HUM O He pe0eHoK, a
CTApHK, MOTPYKEHHHIH B onienieHeHre. OT 9TOT0 3peJIKilia Cepille BAPYT MIPOH3UIa CTPaHHas,
HeoObsICHUMAs 0O0JIb.

— I'me TBOM moM? MoxeT, TPOBOAUTH Te6s1? — crpocun Hu L[3t0, menas mar B cropony [du Jlo.

Ta cmoBHO OYHYNach OT TpaHca. Kak UCIyraHHBIN KPOJIUK, OHa OBICTPO MOPTHYJIA, B3T/IsIHYyJIa Ha HETo
Y, He CKa3aB HU CJI0BA, ITOCIIEIIHO CKPHIIACh.

— ... — [u 11310 B HemOyMeHUHU [IPOBOIUI B3T/ISIOOM €€ CYeTNIUuBYI0 purypy. — Heyxkenu s Takou
CTpAIIHBINA?
CTapuK yCMEXHYJICS:

— ITa yx, poxa y TeOs Ta elle.

[u 1130 TyT XKe B3BUJICS.
4 crpamnsi?! [la roe s cTpaimHbii?! B cBoe BpeMs 51 OB IepBOM KpacaBulleid — Th(Qy, I€PBHIM

KpacasieM! — B L[3unpny! Bce meBuisl ria3 ¢ MeHs He cBoguiu! Kak 3T0 g BAPYT CTall CTPAIIHBIM?

Iwu 11310 MOKpacHes Oo0 KOPHEeH BOJIOC, MBITAsCh MTOA00PATh MOCTOMHEBINA OTBET, HO TOIE B IIOX0aX
IaBHO BHITPABUIIM M3 HETO CBETCKHE MaHepHl, M KpacuBhie CJI0Ba HUKAaK He LUK Ha yM. Tpsics CBOUMHU
KOCHYKaMH, OH, BeCh KPACHBIA OT HETOIOBAHUS, BhIIA:

— 41 BooO11e-TO KpacaBuuK!

Cka3zas 9T0, OH Topao BCKHMHYJI I'OJIOBY U 3alllarajl IIpoy4k.

CTapuk JuIIb oKayvaa eMy BCJe[ TOJI0BOM, TocMeunBasich. KoHeuHo, 60s11Ch OHUM HE ero JIuIla, a TOU
yOUICTBEHHOM aypHl, KOTOPYIO OH IpHOOPe Ha MoJAX cpaxeHuid. OgHOoro B3risiga ObUIO OCTATOYHO,
yTOOB OPOCHUTH YeJIOBEKa B IPOXKb.
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Myx4rHa ObIJT BOIIJIONIEHUEM CYPOBOCTH, OT HET0 BesiJIO XOJIOMHOM CTaJlbio, CJIOBHO OCTPHEIM
KJIMHKOM, 4TO paHun cepane [u Jlo. CTpax, yKac ¥ HaKOMKBIIASICS 3a JOJIroe BpeMs obuga — BCE
3TO BOPYT MPOPBAOCh HAPYXKY, U CJI€3bI XJIBIHYIIM U3 TJ1a3, Kak Obl OHA HY ITRITAJIaCh UX CAEPXKaTh.



Ona Befb Oblla TaKoM yTOHYeHHOU OaphiirHeii! KTo ke BUHOBAT, YTO OHA OKa3asiachk B Takol Geme?

IOu JIo Moya moTsHy/na 3a co6oi Critubai 1 3aliaraia Brepes.

Hewn3BecTHO, CKOIBKO OHA OPOIIjia, MPexke 4YeM OCTaHOBUIACh. MaleHbKas JIoIIafgKa 3a CIIUHON
1ia JjeHuBo: Ou Jlo menaetT mar — 1 oHa gesnaeT, Ou JIo CTOUT — U OHa CTOUT, MOTas I'0JIOBOU U
TSSO Ha MUP COHHBIMU TJla3aMu.

Iu Jlo, ube 3peHue 3aCTUianu cyie3sl, 00HsIa ChiTrbai ¥ TUXO 3aphidana.

B nocneguuit pa3. OHa CTHCHYTa 3yOHL.

9To mocnegHuM pa3, Korga oHa mmadeT. C 3Toro MoMeHTa OobIle HeT mpexHel [1u JIo, eCTh TOJIBKO
HOBLIY 4Y€JI0BEK.

Ona nornapguna rpuBy CriTu0ai ¥ IpollenTana:

— OTHBIHE Y MeH4 €CThb TOJIBKO THI.
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Iu Jlo moTpaTuia HeMaao BpEMEHHU, pacCrpalinBas Toel, TIoKa He y3Halla, 4T U3-3a
HaJBUTAOIIEHCsT BOMHH B LIForOYsHe uaeT SKCTPEHHbIH HaOop B apMHUIO.

Tombko 3mecsh, Boanu oT LI3uHAy, HUKTO He y3HaeT ee. OHa Bepuja: CO BpeMeHeM, KOrfia OHa
TIOB3POCJIEET, ee BHEIIHOCTh U3MEHUTCS, U TOrza oHa OyneT B 6e3onmacHoCTH. TONBKO TOTMIa OHA
CMOXKEeT fiefiaTh TO, YTO XOYeT.

Ho celtuac rimaBHoii mpo6ieMoii 0CTaBaIoCh JINILIO: CIIUIIKOM YK OHO fieBYaube. Kak chemnarth Tak,
yTOOBI He TPUBJIEKATh JINIIHET0 BHUMAHUS?

Iu JIo HaxMypuIach, OTJISABIBAS IIYMHYIO TOJIIY, 3allMCHIBAIOIIYIOCS B PSAALI HOBOOpaHIeB. YTo Xe
mesnaTh?

Ona Kacanach CBOETro JIHIIa, 031PadACh I10 CTOPOHAM B IIOMCKaX PEIIEeHNd, U BEITJIAE]Ia TakK, GYIITO

ImoTepsdiia 4TO-TO KpaﬂHe BaXHOe€E.

Toproseln, cupeBIIKi HEIOAIEKy, C TIOOOIBITCTBOM HabJII0Man 3a AeBYIIKOM. YucTeHbKas,
IIpUroxas, cpasy BUIAHO — OUTSA U3 60raToil ceMbr. He TO YTO OH — PYKH-HOTHM KaK OpeBHa, caM Kak
MYXKUK B 100Ke.

— 39X, Tope-To KaKoe, BOMHA Ha HOCY, — 3allpAUYMTAJl OH, ILITAsICh IIPUBJIeYb BHUMaHue. — [IeByIlKa,
ITIOCMOTPHUTE, MOXKET, HalileTe YTo mJIsi ce0s?
OH yCnyXKJIUBO IIPOTSHYN i KaKOM-TO TOBAp, MPOmoIKas 00pMOTaTh:

— XOThb 4 He JIaBKa, a TOBAp HACTOSIINM, KaUeCTBEHHHIH, HOCMOTpI/ITe!



— Cmacu6o BaM, — 10 mpuBHYKe oTBeTuna [Iu Jlo.

Xopolee BOCITUTaHUE He MTO3BOJISIIO € ITPOCTO OTMaXHYThCs. Ho, Tpou3Hecs 3TH CJIOBa, OHA BOPYT
3aMepia. OHa Xke Temnepb Myxk4uHa! MyXurHa He MOXKeT yIr0aThCs TaK CallaBo.

MyK4uHB JOJIXKHE T100 yIEI0aThCS TPyO0BaTo, 1U00 OBITH XOIOAHBIMHU, TU0O...

B maMsTH BCIbLIa Harjasi, HefoOpoxkenaTeabHas YXMBIJIKA TOro MykK4uHbL. Y [Tu JIo cxkKanock
cephlle, ¥ Ha JIMIlE 3aCThl/la CTPaHHas, Hejlenas rpuMaca.

— JleBymika? — TOpProsel] IroMaxajl pyKOU IIepef ee JTULIOM.

[Iu Jlo ouHynacse, OyCTHIIa B3I Ha TOBaAp, KOTOPHIYA OH AepXKall, ¥ ee ria3a BAPYT 3arOpesuchk.
OHa cxBaTHula Bellb U C HAOEXKO0U CIPOCHUa:

— CKOJIbKO 3TO CTOUT?
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Ouepens cTaHOBUIIACH BCE MeHbIe. [Tu JIo crimoTHyna, Habpanack XpabpocTu U, Beds JIOIIaab, BCTana
B CAaMOM KOHIIE.

— W4, Bo3pacT, OTKyaa pomom!

Haxkosner poiina ouepensb g0 Hee. Cepplie KOTOTUIOCH TIE-TO B TOPIIE.

— Wmsa — [Iu Jlo, BO3pacT — 4YeTHPHAANATh JIET, CUPOTa.

— YeTrlpHagUaTh? — MHUcCaphb MOTHSAI T'OJIOBY, HAXMYPUBIIKCH, U OKAHYJI €€ OLIEHUBAIOLIUM B3TJISIIOM.
IIn JIo egBa OHINIANA.
Ho, x ee yauBieHut0, MyK4iHa JIUIIb HEJOBOJIHHO IIOMOPIIUJIIC:

— Marnogsart, Hy fa nagHo. Ha BoiiHe BO3pacT He CIpaIlNBaloT, TJIaBHOe — YTOOHI MyIIEYHOT0 Msca
XBaTaso. A BEIKUBEIIH UJTH HET — MEJI0 CIydas.

OH MaxHyN pyKoOii:

— Cnepytougui!

— Cnacub6o, cnacu6o, — BeImoxHyna u JIo, pacnibiBasch B CTaHAAPTHOM TIyIIOBATOM YIHIOKE.
OHa cuuTasa, 4YTO y MyKYMH yIbI0OKa HOJI?KHA OBITH IPOCTOM U OECXUTPOCTHOMH, KakK y ee oTia. [Ipu

MBICTTA 00 OTIIE Ha OyIiIe CTaJlo TOCKIIUBO.

OHa nopxBaTHUJjIa CBOY cKap0 ¥ Ioliyia B yKa3aHHOM HalpaBlIeHUH. BOApyr oHa yclibllliana TPOMKUN
X0XOT, 0COOEHHO BBIEIISIJICS TOJIOC TOT'0 CAMOT0 MYKUYKHBHI, TepPeMeKaUIUNCT KPETKIMU



CJIIOBEYKAMH.
Iu Jlo 3acThina, CIOBHO ee ymapunu. OHa cTosiyia O1eqHasi, He B CUJIaX MOIIEBEIUTHLCS, a 110 10y
KaTHUJIKCh KaIlJIX II0Ta.

— Oii, MaTh Ballly, HOBOOpaHIH IPUIIK! BEl, 0CTONOME, 3aBg3kIBaliTe 00ITaTh, BeOUTE Cebst
IPUNIUYHO! — rapKHY MyXK4HKHA.

Iu Jlo B3gporayna. B romoBe MenbKHYyIa MBICTIb: HEY2KE/IM OHa CTaHEeT TaKOW XKe, KaK OHU —
CKBEPHOCJIOBSIIEN U Ipy0oii?

— Ji, HoBoOpaHe!, yero Bctan? 2KuBo ciofa, cTporcsi! Mbl CKOpO BEICTyIIaeM!

IOwu JIo uCcIyraHHO IOMHSJIA TOJIOBY, TYT K€ CHOBA OIMYCTHJIA ee U chesaiia poOkui mar. OHa 0osiIack,
YTO ee pa3o0iayaT — 3TO Ke KapaeTcs CMePThIO.

— Iu 1310, THllle THI, TapEHb celiyac B 0OMOPOK yIafeT, CMOTPH, KaK HOTH TPSCYTCS, — KTO-TO U3
€r0 COPaTHUKOB TOJIKHYI €ro B OOK.

J:[I/I ]_[3IO OprISHYJ'ICH, HO, BUOA, 4YTO HOB06paHeL[ He OBUIraeTcCsd, HaXMypI/IJICH:

— Yero komaetbscs? 2Kpers 0co00T0 TpUrIameHus?

Ot atoro okpuka [Iu JIo egBa He 3amiakana. BoT oHa, ee HOBas XKu3Hb. OHa 3Haa, 4YTO MyKYMHA

IOKeH ObITh PELIUTEILHEIM, @ €6 POOOCTh TOJILKO BBI3BIBAET IIOJ03PEHHUS, HO HOTH OTKA3bIBaIUCh
CIIyIIaThCS.

Iu 11310, BUAS, 4YTO IIapeHb He UAET, HallpPaBUJICS IIPSMO K HEu:
— Tw1 uToO, ornox?! 4 K Tebe... 3?
HoBoOpanern Takoi Hu3Kui! Y muIio 3HakoMoe... ITo Ke...

— Jii, TH ke Ta neBuoHKa! Ta, 4To KOHs BeiOMpana! YTo TH 3mech 3abnina?!
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B ronose y [Iu JIo nporecnock: «Konery! Bcé npomano!»
— YepTt! — OHa 3aKphIIa JIULO PYKaMU.

Emle maxke B 1areph He BOIIINIA, a Y2Ke HaxBaTalach pyraTenabcTB. YTo ke OymeT masbime?

— qu)y! — OHa CIIJIIOHYJIA Ha 3€eMIJIIO U TYT XK€ 3aX0TeJla JaTb cebe IIOINEYHrHY. OnHa OKOHYaTENbHO
IMorpgA3Jjia B 3TOM.

— Jii, marel, s ¢ To60¥ pa3roBapuBaio! YTo TH 371eCh Aesaels?



IOu 11310 mopomen 611XKe, cTapasich CAepKaTh THEB, HO €T0 I'0JI0C BCE PaBHO IIPO3BYYasl CIMIIKOM
T'POMKO.

Iu JIo OBLITO CTPAIIHO, HO OHA MMOCMOTPeJIa Ha Hero TAKUMM JKaJIOCTHHIMY TTa3aMu, 4To ¥ [u LI3i0
BCE BHYTpPHU IepeBepHynock. OH C TPYIOM IIPOTIOTHII TOTOBOE COPBAThCS PYraTelbCTRO.

Cnumkom munas! Henb3sd Tak cMOTPeTH!

— THI... THL... 4ero 370ech [enaelib? — CIPOCHUII OH, 3allMHAsCh.

CaM He MOHMMaJI, IOYEMY He MOXKeT HaKpHh4yaTh Ha 3TOI'0 «POCTKa». [laxe Mpu NepBoi BCTpPeYye OH,
HUKOTITIa He JIe3LINY B YyXKue [iefla, 3a4eM-TO CIIPOCHUJI, TOe OHa KUBET.

— Yro 910 Y TEOs Ha nuie? — [Iu 11310 MPOTSHY PYKY U KOCHYJICS €€ LIEKH.

— O Ooxe! — mpoHecsoCh ¥ Hero B ronoBe. Kakas HexkHas Koxa!

OH c TpynmoM OTBEJI PYKY 3a CIUHY, YTOOHI HE BHITJIIAETh MAaHbSIKOM, U KallJITHYII:

— YTto ¢ nunom?

IOu Jlo momyana. OHa cMOTpeJla Ha Hero ¢ KaMeHHBIM JIUIIOM, IyMasi: ecyiv Okl OH 3HaJl, YTO S
MYXK4YMHa, OH OBl Tak JKe CO MHOY I[ePEMOHUIICS?

Ona nokayasa rojaoBOM, OTTOHSS MbICIH. C 9TOM MUHYTH OHa — MyK4uHa. ConpgaTt. M ecnu oHa
X04eT, 4TOOHI el BepPUJIM, OHA caMa [0JIXKHA B 9TO ITIOBEPHUTh.

Ona 3actaBuia ce6s mocMoTpeTh [Iu LI310 mpsiMo B riia3a:

— l'ocniogus odutiep, s HopoOpaHern [Iu JIo, mpoimy ni06UTh U XKaloBaTh!

— HoBoOpanen?! — [Iu 11310 omemru.
9T10 yTO, myTKa? Ho B3risg y MaabYUIIKY OBIJT TAKOU CEPbE3HBIH. .
— THl... TApeHb? — IEePECIPOCUII OH, He Bepsl CBOUM yIlIaM.

— Ila, — Ju JIo KuBHYya, 4YyBCTBYS, KaK OTCTyIIaeT cTpax. — MoxKeTe IIPOBEPUTD, S CAMBIU
HaCTOSIIUYN MyXKYKHA.

OHa 130 Bcex cul ymapuia cels 1mo rpynu, rae Obiyia Tyro nepedbuHToBaHa. [y LI310 OMOPIIUIICS OT
xkasoctd. OH MpayvHO ITOCMOTPEJI Ha Hee U, He CKa3aB HU CJI0Ba, Pa3BEePHYJICS U YILIEJL.

Iu JIo o6rerueHHO BEIOOXHYA.

— Oit! — oHa moTepia ymubIeHHYIO TPYOb U MOCIelnsIa K MecTy coopa.

Hu 1310 cumen noogasnb, 06XBaTHB KOJIEHU pyKaMu 1 OypaBs B3TJISIOOM 3TOT0 «poCcTKa». Kak Xe Tak?



Ox Bemp mapens? [Iu 310 3akycun rydy, He B CUJIaX CMUPUTHLCS € 9TUM (pakToM. [ToueMy ke Tak
00upgHO?

Bpopyr oH yBupen, Kak KaKOU-TO CUMIIATUYHEIN MyK4nHa noxsomnan Ju JIo o nnedy, u Ta
o0epHYyIach, OfapuB €ro JIETKOU YIILIOKOM.
Iu 11310 BCKOYHUIT ¥ C BOIIJIEM OPOCHUJIICS MPOYb:

— A-a-a-a-a!!!

Ero COPATHHUKU IIEPETIIAHYINCE:

— OndTh ero nepeKkIuHuiIo.
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— Tol mpuiIen 3anucLBaTLCA B apMuio? — Yxkao Illucans ¢ u3yMmieHneM CMOTpeIl Ha peOeHKa,
KOTOPBIH e[jBa focTaBal eMy [0 rpynou. — KTo xXe oTIycTus Takoro Massiia? Tel Belb ellle faxe He
CcoBeplIeHHONIeTHUN! Y BHIrNIAOUINE KakK feBYOHKa!

Ou HaxMypuics, pasrngaasBas [Iu JIo. OHa Ka3anach TaKo# XpynKou U c/1abol, 4TO TOBEPUTH B TO,
4YTO OHa — TapeHb, OBIJIO TOYTHA HEBO3MOXKHO.

— TBou poguTenyu paspemuniu Tebe UATU B apMUIO?
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