B xonI1ie KoH10B, buce u TE[HI:J'Iy CMUPHUIIUCE C TEM, UTO UX LI3gHII3H 0oJIbIlIE HE IIPOCHETCH.

Xaoxu He cobuparsncs pacckasrsBaTh UM 0 Kamue Kusnu Benukoro Hauarna, TeM 6ojiee 4To y HETO
CaMoro TaKOM BeIlXIbl He Obl10. [a OH U MOHATHUSA He UMeJl, TOe 9TOT KaMeHb UCKaThb, & eCJIH Obl
Iaxke ¥ 3HAJ, TO He OBUI YBepeH, YTO CMOXKET OTHSATH ero y Benukoro Mmmnepartopa. Cucrema
mpedynpexpgana: 10 CBoeMy cTaTycy Benukue MMmepaTopsl COITOCTABUMBL CO CBITHIMU WU
BeccMmepTHEIME XYHBIOAHB []aio 3TOTO MHpa, HO B 6010 OHM ITPEBOCXOST UX MHOTOKPATHO.

OmHako, BO3MOXKHO, M3-3a PA3/IUYUi B MUPAX ¥ IYTSX CAMOCOBEPIIEHCTBOBAHUS, Benukue
HMIepaTophl He MOIJIM XXHUTh BEYHO, TIOTOOHO CBSITHIM, 1 II0 IIPOOJIKUTEILHOCTH XKU3HHU faxkKe
YCTyIlalii MECTHHIM HEO0OXKUTEIISIM U 003KeCTBeHHBIM 3BepsiM. Ho [y HuX 9T0 He OBIIO0
HepaspelrMoi mpobIeMoi: ¢ He3almaMsTHEIX BpeMeH PacIpoCTpaHuiCs crocol mpomaieBaTs cebe
JKW3Hb, TOTJIONIAS XKU3HEHHYI0 SHEPTHI0 IPYTHUX CyInecTB. Tex, KTo nmpuberan K mogo0HOMY,
Ha3blBanu TemMHBIMU [[peBHUMY MMmepaTopaMu.

BrpouewMm, ObITH ¥ CaMOYyBepeHHBIE BIIAABIKY, M30paBIIKe APYTOd IyTh — MYTh IOCTOSTHHBIX
MeTamMop}o3. OHY POKUBaIN OJHY XXKU3Hb 3a APYTOM, CTPEMSACh B KOHEUHOM UTOTE IIPEO0IETh
pas3pyluTeIbHOE BIUSHUE BpeMEHHU U NoCcTu4h 6eccmepTusi. Ho Tak Kak camu Benukue MMmepaTops!
CTOSINIA BHIIIe BCETO CYIIero, 60:keCTBEHHBIX IPEIMETOB, CTIOCOOHBIX BHI3BATh TAKyI0
TpaHchopMaluio, ObII0 HUUTOXKHO Maso. Kamens 2Kusuu Benukoro Hauana, BoOpaBiuii B ce0si BCIO
KBHHTICCEHIINI0 Onoxu Taiyy, OblJI ODHUM M3 TAaKUX PeIYalIInX COKPOBUII, TTO3BOJISIBIIAM
COBepIIATh MOJOOHEIE ITPEBPAlleH!usT MHOTOKPATHO.

Benukoro MMnepaTopa, MpoIIeIero BoceMb MeTaMopdo3, Ha3kiBaau HemobeouMbIM, TEBSITh —
MuduyeckuM, a fecsith — Benuuanimum MuduyeckuM. O TeX, KTO mpoIres 0osblile JeCsaTH, B
IPeBHUX XPOHUKAX He ObIIIO HU CJIOBA.

— 9noxa Taiuy? CrucrteMa, Kak BOOOIIe IeISATCS 9T IMOXU? — CIIPOCUIT Xa0XKH.

— Huns. [Ipouecc pa3BUTUA LUBUIA3ALMUY OT 3aPOXKAEHUS OO0 paclBeTa U MOCIeAyIIIero Kpaxa
Ha3bIBaeTCs 3moxo. Ha3BaHus 3moxaM 0OBIYHO Jai0T B 4eCTh Benuuanmmx Muduieckux CymecTs.
Hamnpumep, dnoxa Taiiyy Ha3BaHa B uecTh Benukoro Mmmneparopa Taiuy, 4be MacCTEPCTBO JOCTUTIIO
ypoBHS Benuuaninero Muguyeckoro.

Xao0Ku 03aJaunIICs: eCJIM BEePUTh CUCTEMEe, BOCBMUKPATHOW MeTaMOP(GO3bl JOCTATOYHO, YTOOH! XKUTh
BeyHO. [loueMy Xe 310xa, CO3aHHAs TAaKUM MOT'YIIECTBEHHEIM BaAblKoM, Kak MMnepaTtop Taiyy,
BCce xke norubna? Heyxemnu 310 cBsA3aHO ¢ bencTBreM 10Xy, 0 KOTOPOM I'OBOPHIIa CHCTEMA?

Ha npsimoii Bonpoc XaoXku CUCTeMa HeOXKUIaHHO OTBETHUIIA:

— X0351H, KOrfia TBoe MaCTEPCTBO BO3PACTET, TEI CaM BCe MTOMMEIIIb.

CucreMa ymoskia, U Xa0X¥, B3NOXHYB, 3aBepiuus guasor. OH oBepHyJsca K buce u TaHbIy:

— Buce, Tsaubay, 4TO BBl cOOMpPaeTech geaTh ganbie? He X0TUTe BEPHYTHCSA C HAMU?



Te nepernsHynuch, 9BHO Konebnsick. Hakonen buce oTBeTHn:

— IIpocTHu, HO MBI He MOXKEM TIOUTH C BaMH.

CrIOyCsiH, He XeJaBIIUM OTIYCKATh UX, 3aHEPBHUYAT:

— IToyemy? Manennkuii L[BeTouek, Thl ke obemtan MHe! CKa3as, YTo eC/id MBI HaiieM ManeHbKoe
Cunee Kombl11o, T 100yl CO MHOM MSTHCOT 1eT. CII0BO — He BOpoOei, Th He MOXKEIIb TaK IIPOCTO
0TKa3aTbCs OT CBOUX CJIOB!

Cri0ycsiH momxBaTuil buce u yxke coOpascs ObIJI0 CHION TAIlUTh €r0 HOMOM, HO Xa0K1 BOBPEMS €T0
OCTaHOBUII:

— Iloromu, CeiOycsiH, He TOPSIYKCh. £ Beplo, YTO OHU He HapymaT obenaHus.

Ou nompocun CribycsiHa OMyCTUTh brce U CIIPOCHIT:

— Bruce, y Bac eCTb Kakue-TO HEOTJIOKHEBIE fiefia?

buce c 6J'Ial"OJIapHOCTBIO IIOCMOTPEII Ha Xa0XKu 1 00BSICHUIT:

— IIpocTuTe, HO y HAcC ObINIa ellle OgHA CIIYTHHIIA, MBI IOTEPSINCEH. MBI NOJIKHEI €€ HaWTH.

TSAHBITY, XOTS U IPUHSAI yX0f [IUL35Ha, BCE ellle He MOT C 3TUM CMUpPUTHCA. OH IIaKall U TBEPOUIl:

— Pa3 LI3HL3SH yXKe... yXKe... 5... T Bce PaBHO He Bepio! Bel MeHs oOMaHBIBaeTe, ya-a-a!

buce CJIIU3HYII CJIE€3BI C €TI0 MOPOOYKH:

— IlepecTans, TH CIXAIIKOM IIYMHBIU.

— buce, — mo3Ban TﬂHBJ’Iy, HEMHOI'O YCIIOKOMBIITHCE.

buce npogonxun:

— Cri0ycsiH, Css0 Xao, U3BUHUTE, ¥ HAC eCThb fena. HeBaxkHo, criuT 1I3STHU3SH UK... B TI000M CIydae,
B OnuKaiiliiee BpeMs OH He IIpocHeTcs. Ho MbI [omKHbEL HalTé Bomblmylo, Henb3sg ee 6pocaTs.
CrI0ycCsiH, yCIIBIIIAB, 4TO y Brce ecTh elile Apy3bs MOMUMO [IUI3sTHA, TOYYBCTBOBA YKOJI PEBHOCTH:
— Bonpmasg? 3to eme KTo? TiI, CKONMBKO XKe y TeOs apy3el, Manenbkuii LIBeTouek.

Xaoxu, 3aMeTuB, 4To CrIOYCSIH CKPUBHUJICS, CJIOBHO BBIITUII YKCYCA, He caepkan yiaeoku. OH
3ampBITHYJ eMy Ha CIIMHY U NPOIIENTas Ha yXO0:

— Cri0ycsiH, THI UTO, PeBHYeIIh? Paccmabbes, TH Befib ToXKe ApyT buce.



Tem BpemeHneM buce cupocut:

— TsHBIy, IPOILIO yKe CTOJIbKO BpeMeHH, KaK HaM y3HaTh, e ceiiyac bomnbmiasa?

TaHBIly, YCIIBIIIAB 3TO, PAAOCTHO YKa3asl Ha CeBep:
— 4 3Hato! Bonbias yneTtesna B Ty CTOpPoHY. Ecyu modieM o 9TOMY IYyTH, TO 00513aTeIbHO HalgeM

ee.

OH xoTe ObLIO0 B306paTbCH Ha CIIMHY CBI6YCHHa, 3Had, KakK 6BICTpO TOT JIeTaeT, HO He yCIIEI: Xaoxu
BCTAJI Ha 3aJHHUE JIaIlbl ¥ IIOJXBATHIL THHBJ’[y Ha PYKH.

— Te1 uTO menmaews? OTyCcTU MeHs! — BO3MYyTUJICSA TSHBILY.

OpHako cTouio XaoXu CyHYTh €My B POT 30JI0TOU IIapuK, KakK TaHBIY TyT Ke 3aTUX U MIOCIIYIIHO
ocTasics Ha pykax. buce, HaOmomas 3a 3TOM CIIEHOM, TOUEMY-TO TOYYBCTBOBAJ, OYATO Y HETO
OTHHMAIOT MJIaAIIero 6para.

Ycnokous TaHb1y, Xa0Xu cKa3at:

— Yxe no3pHo. [laBaiiTe OTHOXHEM [I0 3aBTPa, @ YTPOM OTIIPaBUMCS B ITyTh. CHIOYCSAH HAC MOABE3ET,

Tak OymeT ropa3mno OvicTpee, mpaBma, ChOycsaH?

— Koneuno! {1 3a meHb THICSAUY 1M IIPojieTalo. ManeHbKui LIBeTouek, He BOJIHYMCS, 51 003aTeIbHO
noMmory Tebe HalTH BomnblIyio.

— Cnacwubo, CribycstH. Ho, Csto Xao, He MOT OBI ThI OTITYCTUTE TSTHBITY?

Cri0ycCsiH, pacIJIBIBIINCH B IOBOJIHOM YJIBIOKE, BUJISJI XBOCTOM, CJIOBHO ITI€C, TIOJTyUYUBIIKM ITOXBAIy OT
X03sIMHa.

Hacrtynuna HO4Yb. Xa0XkK¥ HaCTEJIUT TPaBHl, YTOOBI YCTPOUTE OCTENb. CHIOYCSH C YIIBIOKOM
npennoxun buce:

— Manennskui lIBeTouek, gaBayl ciaTh BMECTE.

Ho Buce He moHA €ro IOpHIBa:

— He "yXHO, 5 6yny criaTh ¢ T9HBIY.

Cri0ycsiH pa304apoBaHHO B3TJISTHYT Ha Xa0KM, MOT4a CIIpAIlIMBasi, YTO AesaTh. Xa0XKH JIUIIIh
II0KayaJl I'oJIOBOM — YK 00JIbHO HepeuuTeNnbHbIM Obls1 ChIOycsiH. OH pelui moKasaTh eMy, Kak Haflo
eV CTBOBaTh. Xa0XkKHU PEIIUTENbHO nofouen K bruce u TaHBIY, IOA U3yMJIEHHBEIM B3TNIsig0M buce
00HSTI yKe yCHYBIIEro TSHBIYy U CKa3al:



— Bpar bBuce, 6pat TaubIy, aBaliTe ciaTh BMeCTe, Tak OyOeT Telee.

Buce 0b1710 TOPHKO BUAETH, YTO TSHBITY OOHMMAET KTO-TO IPYTOM, HO He YCIIesl OH OIIOMHUTHCS, KaK
Cri0ycsiH yrercs: psfoM 1 06XBaTHII €T0 JIaIoi:

— Manenskui lIBeTo4ek, faBall CaThb.

Bbuce 3amep. B KOHIIe KOHIIOB OH cHajcs, 4To mpuBeso Cri0yCcsiHa B HEOIIMCYEMBI BOCTOPT: OH

PElIus, 9YTO TeIephb-TO TOYHO 3aHSJI MeCTO B cepple buce, u 00HS ero ele Kpermye. XaoxKu, BObIXast
TOHKUI apoMaT TsaHBIY, 6/TaXKeHHO YCHYII.
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